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ELKLAND.

III.

OLD-TIMERS.

ERNEST SETON THOMPSON.

In previous letters I have written ohthe
game. Let me now, for a time, make game
of mall.
Some of the American magnaines have,

for years past, been feeding the people on
accounts of personages who played more
or less prominent parts in the politics of
Europe 100 ". '," ~ years ago. Although
these same histories aTe perfectly wetl-
known and already fully remarked on in
100 different forms the-,discovery of a few
trifling personal letters, or peculiarities;
the accidental turning up of a new anec-
dote, or another doubtful portrait, is con-
sidered sufficient justification for a new re-
hash of the man's entire history. \Vithin
a few mondls the transfer. from England
to Germany, of a wretched little barren
rock, off the coast of Europe; and in South
America a squabble over an inaccessible
strip of jungle has called forth whole li-
braries of historical documents and reports.
All this, while a stupendous historical

event-a vast revolution, is going on and
is, under our very eyes, nearly completed-
unnoted, unheeded, unheralded, and, to
any adequate historian utterly unknown.
I refer to " The Winning of the West" as
it has been styled by one who, in advance
of his time, has realized its importance.
This Westward march of the white race

has at last been completed, and a vast em-
pire finally wrested from a weaker race,
Thus though the fate of a continent ...of
land 'untold treasures of gold and millions
of h~man beings have been decided within
2 generations-after thousands of battles
and thousands of deeds of incredible hero-
ism on both sides, it has not yet occurred
to the average historian, that here IS any
event worth writing about,
Why? I don't know, I suppose the iash

ion is not yet set. Or, some max ~a¥ It IS
too soon. We cannot wr-ite, hlstoncall~',
about an event when it is before us, -r:hlS
may be true but what about the materials

, I· d 'for the history when t te tune oes come,
It does not yet exist on pap~r. The men
are dying out who made this epoch and
who know the story of it, When the event
is consummated. and the time ripe for the
great historian who is to come: and tell
how the empire was won, he WIll be un-
able to build his book for Jack of proper
records.*

• Rallc,otl' ... Paci6c Sl~(e"," Applelon' ... ~~ory.of ihlt ..
WeA(" terico. of hQok .. and many paP"" IH'U1Wlod II> p~
vWul ii"""" of RHC.""TlOl< ahculd be ucepred rn..1hio
e-J UIWllllCnt.-EoITOR.

Let me now adjure every man, who bears
ill his head a scrap of the history of the
\Vest, to put it on file scrnewhere-c-in Rr.c-
){EATlOlI', for instance, Let him write it as
a history if he will and fail of greatness as
he may, but let him put it where the real
historian may find it, cull it and mill it till
he gets Out of it all the priceless stuff it
contains, So let the chronicler go on gath-
ering till he shall hnve collected all the
precious metal necessary for that glorious,

J. F. ,·.4.YCEY.
1laA been oa !he ~ins aod ill t:1Iemoannom, ........ tB~••

golden web that is. to attest the greatne~s
like of the recorder and of the event.
a 'Now by way of setting a good example,
away up here in Yancey's IO$" shanty, In te
Yellowstone Valley. let me JI1I d?wn II c'f
stories from the lips of Old-timers: hO
-'; neers: of founders of thIS empire, w 0
~~~sand 'repass and silently. ahne-t mhollr~.
fully re{!ard rhe new race of whites t at 1.5

succeeding' them, . - d
~ "Uncle John" Yancey himself. 1<' a goo
example of the old-timer; as rugged as a

tai and as gentle as snow.mB:n y~KenlUCky, in J8J5. of the (all'ooa

•
{\ '

J
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old Virginian stock, John I,. Yancey W[[S

early introduced to frontier life. An uncle
of Iii" had been a well-known trader in tile
!!:rt',l[ Southwesr 01 which Lndcpcndence
was the port of entry. His superb outfit,
of over- 100 pack mules, was well known in
thnt countrv-c-Xlexico they then called it-
and he bali! made a large fortune and lost
his life in the adventurous business before
john Yancey W,'lS born. Undeterr-ed, how-
ever. by the danKcrs of the West young
Yancey, in 1851, then but a lad of )6, made
his. first trip, going far into Mexico. In
1854. after sampling the alkali in what are
now a dozen ditTerent SUItes, he drifted in-
to Beckwourth Valley, California, and put
up for a few days at the" House" of Jim

TASWELL '\"OODL
Fony_o;ncr, now Cllmping whh Vanccy:

~edo:~th, the iamous scout and cx-
Crow chier:----- •
\\lH':o Yancey entered the door Jim was

playing poker with a stranger, who. all a
flush. put it up to $200_ Jim raised 10 $500.
The stranger called and Jim laid down :2
p.lirs of queens.
The Incident was curious because Beck-

wnurth so rarely played. and because it
showed the scale on which the early Cali-
lorman conducted all money matters.
Beckwourth drank seldom and liltle. He

'l\·;j;r.."imple in his -ta-;;tcs and h:lbits and
SIr: ightforward and gentle in hie :manner.
OccJLsionally when much interested in the
talk he spoke rapidly, .. like he was hot."
1n general Yancey corroborates the

story, as pub[ishetl in Bonner's" Life of
Beckwourth." and especially lays stress all
the fact that Jim was the biggest liar West
of the 71fississippi. Nevertheless Yancey
attests the truth of some of the most in-
credible parts of Jim's h!story and Supplies
some personally des~T1pti\"e information
that, ~:range1y enougll, was omitted by the
historian.
Beckwourth. be says. looked [ike a ITIU-

lattc, or might have been an Indian, but
lor his kinky hall". which he wore at Iul!
length. He was about 5 feet II inches in
height. and had enormous chest and shoal-
den. with muscular strength to match, for
he weighed 190 pounds, in trahung. He
was a man of reckless courage. a fair re-
volver shot an expert with knife and rifle,
and had a 'weakness for getting married,
The quickness of all his movements was his
most remarkable attribute. This applied
also to his running. for he had legs like
those of a deer and lungs like those of a
greyhound. He was never beaten in a
Ioor-race and Yancey gives full credence to
the story that BeckwOllrth once, when pur-
sued by the Sioux. ran 9S miles in 24 hours.
According to Taswell Woody, a common

report is that Beckwourth moved to a
r-anch South of Denver, in 1864. but in
1867 became possessed of a longing to see
some of his old time Crow companions;
and sctling out North he joined a band of-~

J. H. MOORE_" OLD PIKE."
Came to Montana in ,565'

his old tribe near Clarke's falls of the YeI-
lowstonc. Th~ band was almost immedi-
ale[y surrounded bv a Sioux war party and
eYtry one, inC'!ltdiJl-g13.eckwourtb, killed by
their relentless foe.
Yancey doubts this story because he

himself lived among the Crows. from 1871
to 1877. and hcard nothing of it. ~rany of
the older people talked about Beckwourth.
their former chief; but by the younger
generation he was quite forgotten. S~
much for a race thar has no system of
records.
Yancey be[ie\-cs Beckwourth died on his

ranch. near Deuver. in 1867. being then
over ]0 years of age. Among the Crows
he saw an Indian, named Crazy-Head, who



was said to be one of Beckwourth's chil-
dren.
Taswell Woody, the well known guide,

whose portrait I give. is a Missourian by
birth and is Dill' of the few remaining
4gers. He went with the great rush to
Caliloruia, in '49; then with the stampede
to Austr alia, later to British Columbia and
is now going' to Alaska. He is well known
to many Easternerx, not as a gold hunter,
but as one of the best hunter-guides in the
West.
Away back in 18652 mountaineers, named

]. H. Moore and -- Miller. better known
as "Dtd Pike" and" 1101'11Miller" came
into Montana to make their fortunes. They
have made them, or have ~eell within one

TOM DUFFV.
Ex-Deadwood stage driver.

jump of making them. many tunes since
then; and thev are still peggmg away,
hopefully, together They came through
and stopped at Yancey's the other day. I
got-a sketch of" Pike," hut" Hom." who
gave the name to Miller's creek escaped
me for the present. When these men first
saw the Yellowstone, in 1870, the slopes of
the valley were darkened with buffalo, and
the great broad-fronted skulls strewn about
eve!"y hollow, abundantly attest the truth of
their accounts to-day.
Tom Duffy. whose portrait app~ar5 on

this pag-e. is a good type of the straightfor-
Ward. frank plainsman. For 4 years pnor
to 1882 he drove the Deadwood coach.
(rom Laramie and was secured by Buffalo
Bill 10 drive tl;e old coach when the" Wild
West Show" went to Europe.

ELKLAND.

During March. 1882. the great Dakota
blizzard took place. 1 r<'lnember it only
too well: lor it Occurred as I entered the
West for the first time. and I was snow~d
up 19 days, South of Pembina. Away
down at the other end of the storm
Duffy was driving his 6 horses and had one
of his many narrow escapes from death.
It was of course impossible to keep the
trail. All he could do was 10 keep tilt'
horses moving. Next morning he was ia
miles off his road btl! he reached a place
of safety. One half his face was so severely
frozen that it waa a years before he fully
recol'creu; but he was lucky. Duffy had
no passengers this trip. but the other coach
had J. all of whom were lrozen to death.

• • •
Here by the camp fire we .sit. Illy wife

and I, amid the historical scenes. in this
ancient land of the Crows, surrounded by
land-marks that to the Old-timers, tell
endless tales of joy and sorrow, human sui-
fering and human heroism. Here I a.m
gathering the fragments of theIr past hIS-
tory, recalling my own early days in the
Northwest. and while hearkening to the
wild tales of the mountains and of the past
there comes over me a strange feeling of
sadness. that almost shapes itself into the
Question "Why was I bern 100 late?"
Then common sense reminds me that the
glamour of memory and romance is over
it all; that 20 years from now the present
will wear the same charm for younger men:
and that, after all. the best. the very best OJ
all times, is the living present.

• • •
A SONG OF THE WEST.

A meadow lark sang as the sun went down,
He,sang in the dying g:low.,

He stirred up my heart With hIS artless art,
And his song of the long ago.

REFRAIN.

He sang me a song of the West, the West.
He set all my feeling aglow. '"

He brought back the days of my 'Duth
with his song.

His song of the long ago .•
A coyote howled w,hen the light was .gone.
A voice on the wJnd from the East,

Illy horse turned his head from the place
where he fed,

He heard but a hated beast,
REFRAIN.

But he sang me a song of the West, the
West, etc.

1\ Sioux in his teepee away in the night ..
. D mmed a chant of the" Buffalo days
Till VIe men with me swore at the savage

uproar. d hi
And cursed him. his drum an IS race.

REfRAIN.

But he sang mq a song, etc.

•, .,
J7'
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The moon in the morning was still in the

sky,
But the mountains in day were aglow,

And the girl by my side-the blue-eyed, my
bride,

Sang, but not of the long ago.

REFRAIN-

She sang me a song of the West, the West,
Swept sorrow and worry away;

She stirred UI) my heart with her tuneful
art,

And her song of the strong to-day.

ADRIFT ON AN ICE FLOE.

P,"TER AWICK.

On a bright day in june, a party of 5
Arctic travelers and 3 E mo hunters left
the shore, to make the- way over the ice
Aoes to a ship, seen 5 e miles away. She
was steaming abo to prevent getting
caught between th immense floes. whic
were being twiste y the tides.
Between, the 5 were leads or Ian

water. These e crossed, with our
and sleds, by avcling along the le
til a Ioose " an" of ice was Ioun
this we ct nbered, when it w pushed
away fro the solid ice with h poons and
poles. was slow work ossing, but
gradual we would near rh opposite side,
using t/1e harpoon shafts fo paddles. \Vhen
within about the dista e a walrus-line
would reach, one of the skiruc would coil
his line, made from se skin. and, fastening
one end to his spea andle. would throw
it, to stick it into t ice. Holding to th
other end of the I" e, as soon as the spe
was fast. he waul begin to pull, very g
tly, just encug to keep our raft moe g.
Safe on the fi ,the Eskimo whipp up
the dogs.
In this w

Alter drivi over an immens floe in
which wet several icebergs. we rrived at
a very wi lead. In vain we arched for
a loose pi ce of ice. The shi appeared to
be steamirfg away. and the ad was get-
ting wider and wider. We ied to retrea
but follH"d we had drilte some dista e
from tfie last floe. and t pan which ad
served for a raft had d/Hted beyondj our
reach.
We now realized that we were pr.lsoners

on an ice-floe, drifting out to self:'
\Vhen we ~ad beet' out ior nea y a day,

we thought It best to try to 51 ep. The
sun was warm; at this season. shining
brightly throughout-the Z4 hours. Alter 3.
hasty luncheon-e-we had littje food~thC}
dogs w~re secured; then. plaruing the hat-
peons In the ice with signals fastened lq,
them, we lay down on the ice forf''
We hoped the ship would see the si s
and come to our relief.
The rest of the party was awakene orne.

hours later by one of the Eskimo, exclaim-
ing: .. The ship has gone!"
Shivering, I opened my E-yesand gtanced

about. The ship was nowhere (0 be seen.
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