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ITirTERAEY AND GONT'5NT3

19S9

May 31. Nveceived appointment New York City, departed
for Jeattle, Yashington.

June 14-25. Seattle, 7ashington.

June 26-July 20. Cnroute Sydney, Australia.

July 20-27. Sydney, Australia.

July 28-August 17. 3nroute. Kieta, Bougainville island.
Territory New Ouinea.

August 17. Disembarked Kieta.

August 29. Schooner 'Nrance' arrived Kieta.

September 2. Noved aboard schooner '‘France.'

September 3. Sailed for Faisi, Shortland Croup, Solomon
Islands,

September 6. Anchored Faisi. Some collecting done.

September 14. Sailed for Ohoiseul Bay.

September 15. Axic bored Chois eul Bay, Chois eul Island,
Began collecting.

September "17.Hamlin departs for Senga.

October 2-4, To Faisi and return for ship's supplies.

October 6. 'France' sails for Tulagl.

October 9. 'France' at sea; overhauled by Hamlin,

October 10. 'France* anchored Luti plantation.

October 11.
'

'R’rance ' shifted a few miles to Sumbi an-
chorage. Hamlin and Kyerdam depart for Bambatani.

October IF. Mayr and I leave 'France' for interior of
island (Mount Jourdin).

October 18-26. Collecting in interior wl th some success.
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0 .

October 26. Returned to '"Pranoe.' Hatnlln and iiyerdain

have returned to the vessel and gone on to dauro

,

leaving instructions for us to join them.

October 29-fO. Mayr and I broke camp and returned to ship.

October 31. 'Francs' sails for Tauro-Ghoi seul island.

November 2. 'France' anchors Tauro. Hamlin and ulyerdam

aboard with duffle.

November 5. 'France' sails for Tulagi.

November 16. 'France' anchors Tulagi harbor for slipping
and repairs.

November 25. Mayr, iilyerdan and self take passage on
Government steamer 'Hanadi' for Eira Zira, San
Grist oval Island.

November

November

November

Decen ber

December

December

December

27- 28 . At Kira Zira.

39-30. Znroute interior island. Established camp
at village Huno-Oaldaha approximately 1900 feet
elevati on.

30-December 21. Collecting interior.

22-23. Snroute Zira Zira.

24-28. It Kira Zira. Some collecting.

28. I'.ayr, Eyerdam and self to Santa Anna Island.

29-'^!. Santa Anna Island. Some collecting.

1930

January 1-8. At Santa Anna. Some collecting.

January 9-11. Party aboard y/V Hygeia enroute Tulagi.

January 11-23. At Tulagi aboard 'France' dispatching
specimens making preparations for ’ alaita cam-
paign.

January 24. 'France' enroute Auki, Nalaita.

January 25-28. Anchored Auki. A little collecting.

January 29. 'France' enroute Auki to Su'u, Nalaita.

January 30- February 16. Collecting Su'u and environs.
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c

February 17. 'France' Tulagi after overnight run from Su'u.

February 17-24. fulagi.

February 24. Dr. Mayr leaves expedition to return to Germany

February 25. Anchored Su'u, Malaita after a night's run
from Tulagi.

February 25-March 1 . Collecting at Su'u.

March 3- 1 '^. Anroute Mount forambusu interior of island.
Party comprising Hamlin, Hyerdam and self.

March lS-20. Camped and collected top of Mount Torambusu,
elevation 4000 feet.

March 16. Hamlin leaves party to take vessel to Ulava and
Gower Islands.

March 20-50. Camped at Janga fu fu short distance down the
mountainside,

March 5D. Camp shifted to Aurola.

April 1-16. Collecting at Aurola.

April 11. Hamlin reaches camp.

April 16-17. Hnroute to 'France', anchored at Ulimburi.

April 18-19. Aboard 'France' enroute to Tulagi.

April 20-May 12. At Tulagi.

May 15-16. 'France' enroute Pennell Island.

May 16-June 2. Collecting Pennell Island.

May 29. A trip was made to Bellona Island.

June 2-5. 'France' enroute Tulagi.

June 5-16. At Tulagi.

June 16-25. 'France' enroute Samarai-Papua.

June 25- August 14. At Sanarat
, Papua. 'France' undergoing

repairs, etc.

July 7. Capt . Burrell Lluves vessel.

July 16-August 2. Hamlin and Piddall collecting
Missima Island.

July 26, Capt. Lang joins ship.
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D.

August 5. i^Jyerdam leaves expedition.

August 8. Hamlin ” ” •

August 14-3eptember 1. 'France' cnroute Tulagi.

September 1-17. 'i^’rance' anchored Tulagi.

Senteniber 18. 'Frajice' enroute Sower Island.

September 19-83. Collecting Sower Island.

September 24-25. 'Prance' at ’^oncador Heef.

September 26. 'Prance' enroute Ongtong Java,

September 27-October 10. Collecting Ongtong Java.

October 11-26. Knroute Ponape .Caroline Islands.

1. Collections Bougainville Straits and “’aisi, Shortland
group P&0 ® 225.

2. Choiseul Collections pages 226-233.

3. San Grist oval Collections pages 233-236.

4. Santa Anna Collections pages 237-238.

5. Beuna Vista (Hamlin) -pages 238-239.

6. Malaita Collections - pages 239-250.

7. Tulagi --page 251.

8. Hennell and Bellona Collections pages 252-257.

9. ICissima Island, Papua page 258.

10. Sower Island pages 258-261.

11. Honcador Heef pages 261-262.

12. Ongtong, Java pages 262-267*
— C o 1. 1 e c-T / oA/S E AJ a. o <j-r £ CziK.ot.ine. i 5 L A n d s Xio'] - 3. (o 8
13. Solomon Island stores list of comparative

prices in American dollars pages 268-269.
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1929

JOURNAL ANT) LETTERS

During the course of a visit to the American

Museum of Natural History on April 23, 1929, at TVhich

time ?'r. ITalter J. Eyerdam and I were seeking assis-

tance for a proposed collecting venture in East Siberia,

Dr, Robert Cushman Murphy suggested to me that there

were positions, as collectors, available with the '.iniit-

ney South Sea Expedition tjien operating in Australian

Papua and the British Solomon Islands Protectorate. If

we were interested in this undertaking in lieu of East

Siberia, he would place our names before the Jhitney

Committee and reconmend us to those posts. Mr. Eyerdam

and I readily consented to this change in our plans and

were indeed pleased and surprised to learn later in Chi-

cago by letter, that, at a meeting of the Committee on

May 6, we had been accepted as members of the Expedition.

I was instructed, by letter^ to let Mr. Eyerdam

continue on to Seattle while I should return to New York

to receive "one week of intensive training" before de-

parting for the expedition. This I did.

May 21-31, in New York City, Dr. Murphy ex-

plained to me the object of the expedition, some of i ts

history and relatively what would be required from the

field in the future, vis. a thorough and conscientious
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survey of all of the areas in which we were to work.

Dr. Chapman and. Dr. Sanford gave me such advice and

suggestions as they deemed practicable » while Dr.

Chapin schooled me in the preparation of specimens.

One week was hardly sufficient to assimi-

late al] of the instructions and suggestions given me.

Barely had I left the city before I began to think of

scores of little problems I should have discussed with

experienced men. There were petty irritations and

worries which cropped up later, in the field, dealing

with collecting and the preparation of specimens which

had to be worked out by patient experimentation.

As time went on, in the field, I recalled

these New York conversations and profited by them. A

single remark of Dr. Sanford, "Goultas, learn to work

the natives," became an obsession with me and proved

to be one of the most helpful suggestions I received.

On May 31, I obtained the following contract

and instructions from Dr. Murphy and departed for

Seattle, Washington, to take passage to Sydney, Australia

and later the schooner 'France' of the YiThitney Expedition

May 31, 1929.

Dear Mr. Coultas:

In accordance with preliminary arrangements

made between you and the '.Thitney South Sea Expedition Com

mittee of the American Museum of Natural History, we pro-
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3

pose to employ you and l/lr. *>7alter Eyerdam for two years'

field worlc in the South Pacific Ocean, cotrraencing with

the beginning of our fiscal period on August 1, 1929.

You and Mr. Eyerdam are to be employed on equal terms,

but the responsibility of leadership, which involves

management of the Museum Schooner 'Prance' and direction

of all undertakrings in the field, is to be centered in

you. You will doubtless find it advisable to delegate

various duties in accordance with the tradition of the

Expedition, which has been in the field for ten years.

Thus the management of the vessel and crew will be under

the immediate charge of the vessel's captain, who is in

turn responsible to you.

The terms of employment involve the usual con-

ditions of all permanent Anerican Museum employees as re-

gards pension, insurance, and employers' liability. If

you should become incapacitated through ill health, acci-

dent, or otherwise, from carrying on the work for which

this appointment has been made, the Gommittee agrees to

pay you two months' salary from the date on which you are

incapacitated and the equivalent of your personal travel-

ling and living expenses from the field to the United

States. In the event of accident, you will receive, fur-

thermore, the full protection of the New York State Com-

pensation Act. In view of these provisions, it is agreed

that you will release the Museum and the Expedition from

any further liability due to accident or ill health, which

might necessitate the termination of your services.
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•ye shall defray all necessary living and

travelling expenses of you and Mr. Syerdan from the

date of sailing until your return at minimum first-

class rates to the United States. <7e shall also sup-

ply all essential equipment for your field work anfl

defray the costs added to your living expenses be-

tween the date of your return from Chicago and the

date of sailing, which we understand will be by the

Canadian Pacific Steamship NIACAPA, leaving Vancouver

on June S6, 1929. The salary of yourself and Kr. Eyer-

dam will be at the rate of $50 per month each from

August 1 to December ^1, 1929, and $100 per month each

thereafter.

Mr. Hannibal Hamlin, the present .fie Id leader

of the Jhitney Expedition, will be notified by cable of

your arrival at Sydney on July 22, a-id will be asr^ed to

communicate with you by cable or wireless, so that you

may carry out any business he wishes done at Sydney and

join him with the least possible delay. Steamship trans-

portation is available at short intervals between Sydney

and Noumea, Samarai ,
Habaul, and other ports of call of

the Schooner 'Prance.' You are to report to Mr. Hamlin

in accordance with his instructions, and put yourself un-

der his leadership until such time as he relinquishes the

command to you and leaves for the United States which,

we anticipate, will be on or before September 1, 1929.

Before his departure Mr. Hamlin will arrange to transfer
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the entire responsibility to you, including the Museum's

financial credit with the Bank of New South 'Tales, the

agencies of Burns Philp & Go., and other local organiza-

ti ons

.

Prom Mr. Hamlin you can learn more fully than

has been possible here of the recent fieldwork of the

'Prance,' the feasibility of beginning operations in es-

pecially desirable fields, and the necessary steps re-

quired by the various governmental, mandate, or local

authorities. I may say that our first wishes are to

complete work among the Solomon Islands, of which the

most important remaining locality is the large island

of Malaita, which has never been visited by naturalists.

.7e wish to have Malaita worked as thoroughly as possible,

including particularly the highlands. The island has,

however, been previously avoided b ecause o-** hostile na-

tives, and you are to undertake no operations there

without the full authority and protection of the govern-

ment representatives. The same applies, naturally, to

any other field.

After completion of w ^rk in the Solomons, we

think that New Caledonia, which is also a very large and

important island, should be an early objective, particu-

larly since deforestation is now reported to be proceeding

there at a rapid rate. New Caledonia is under “Prench con-

trol, but we think that an approach through the local

authorities, including the managers of the mineral and
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agricultural undertakings, is more feasible than one

through ordinary diplomatic channels. Mr. Hamlin vtill

have visited Houmea, the orincipal port of Hevt Caledonia,

before your arrival, and he can doubtless advise you.

There remain in the New Cuinea region the islands of

New Britain, New Ireland, and the Admiralties, but the

question of working these and of proceeding northward

into the Japanese Mandate islands may be left for future

considerati on.

You already know that the primary object of

the iixpedition is the collection of bird life and that

we wish to have every locality worked as thoroughly as

possible, so as to obtain examples of the entire avifauna

in full series. v7e wish to acquire specimens sufficient

not only for the study collection of the American Museum

and the exhibits in our new building, which is to be de-

voted mainly to island and oceanic bird life, but also

duplicate material suitable for exchange with other in-

stitutions throughout the world. At the same time, we

wish you to make your investigations as broad as is con-

sistent with conscientious ornithological work, and all

other zoological specimens will be welcome. In particu-

lar we are agreeable to Mr. Eyerdam's plan that he col-

lect mollusks as opportunity offers, and if he finds it

possible to make subsequent studies in this field which

will supplement the systematic and distributional work

in ornithology, he may be assured of our enthusiastic

encouragement and cooperation. '.7e understand that Mr.
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Eyerdam possesses an extensive personal collection of

shells of the world, and the Gortmlttee will gladly ac-

cede to his request to obtain subsequently a duplicate

series of Yhitney Expedition mollusks in exchange for

his material from other regions. This may be left to

future arrangement, with the assurance that the Com-

mittee will take a generous and cooperative attitude.

It is understood, however, that all collections of

whatever nature, as well as photographs, notes, and

all other records are to come to the Anerican Tiuseum

and to be the property of this institution. As regards

the personal use of such records and photographs, you

may be assured that the usual privileges extended by

the Museum will hold. It has always been our wish to

have naturalists c onnec ted wi th the institution make

use of their experiences in ways that are beneficial

to themselves, provided only they are likewise creditable

to science and education. Nothing is to be published

without the express approval of the iThitney Expedition

Committee. ^
I must call your attention particularly to

the need of economy and efficiency in carrying out your

work. Our appropriation is barely sufficient for con-

ducting such extensive operations, and at the present

time we have fallen seriousl,y behind, owing to the heavy

expense of rehabilitating our vessel. The Schooner is

now in first class condition, with a new Diesel engine
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and many improvements which have made life on board

more comfortable. Mr, Hamlin reports ~hat the en-

8

gineer and the two best trained Polyhesian collectors

have agreed to remain for another year. The same is

probably true of the captain, who is a gentleman and a

good companion, as well as a man of long experience in

the Melanesian region. Everything points, therefore,

toward an auspicious beginning for your enterprise. 7/e

know of no finer opportunity for two well prepared young

men of your apparent spirit and determination, and we

fully believe that you can make It the beginning of a

career to your liking. As regards your own ornithologi-

cal work, it is our hope that you will continue after

the conclusion of the field experience, and you may

count upon all facilities, including such direction as

I can give, in reporting upon special problems, perhaps

in connection with future university work.

Since it is to our mutual advantage for you

to keep as closely as possible in touch with the Museum,

I request that you report by letter regularly every two

weeks, as nearly as possible, even if your communications

are very brief. The field notes made by you and Mr,

Eyerdam should likewise be sent in frequently by regis-

tered mail, so that they may be copied promptly. These

will further serve to keep us in close touch with the

progress of the work. The original manuscripts will be

preserved and returned subsequently to the writers. It
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is especially Important that you notify us frequently

of the movements of the vessel and of all periods in

port, because in this way we are sometimes enabled to

obtain rebates on our insurance premiums. The policies

are held at the Museum and any matter calling for ad-

justment, repairs to the vessel, etc., should be re-

ported by cable, addressed merely to ”T"useology
,
” New

York.

You will, I gm sure, remember your heavy re-

sponsibility to the Museun, and to the -American flag,

under which the Schooner 'France' is registered. Your

tact and courtesy in dealing with government authorities

and private individuals will not only determine in large

measure the immediate success of your field work, but

also have a far-reaching effect upon the attitude taken

toward scientific investigators from the United States.

You will be working as a guest in foreign territories,

a relationship which must never be forgotten by any mem-

ber of your force.

/7ith our best wishes for a campaign which m.av

equal or excel the high standard of the oast, I am

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Robert Cushman Murphy

I hereby accept the terms of the foregoing

letter.

(Signed) William P. Coultas
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June 11^-26, Two weeks in Seattle gave T'r.

Eyerdara and me sufficient time to assemble all of our

gear and effects. Our instructions were to take only

the bare necessities as everything required in our work

would be found on the Schooner 'Eranoe' when we arrived.

Like most other people, though, we accumulated far more

of odds and ends then we had need for later on.

Eyerdam had made, for his conchological work,

a long heavy cone-shaped dredge and two small flat-topped

dredges which he hoped to use in dragging the bottoms of

harbors. His idea being to fasten a long line to each

of these, carry then in an open boat to the center of a

harbor, where the 'France' was anchored, drop them over-

board and later, with the use of the windlass aboard the

vessel pull the dredges to the ship and thereby obtain

examples of the marine life from the bottoms of harbors.

Te had made, also, a number of wooden boxes

in dimensions of 4
' x 2

’ x 2
' which were cut to uniform

size, knocked down and crated into small compact bundles.

These were to be assembled later as cases and used in

the field for shipping specimens to the Museum. The

general idea was a good one. 7/e found many uses for these

cases aboard the ship, m the future, though, I should

prefer to wait until I reached some port or settlement

near the field of operations and there have a reliable

carpenter make up a number of uniform cases all tin-lined, --

ready to be soldered after the specimens are in the case.
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Ornithological specimens which are to be shipped from

South Sea Islands should all be placed in water-tight,

unlined cases.

Several communications reached me in Seattle,

from Dr. T'^urphy in New York. I was nleasei to learn

that Dr. jlrnst Mayr, then working in New Gruinea, would

join us aboard the Schooner 'France.' likewise a cop3r

of the minutes of the meeting of the ^7hitney Committee

of June 6 was forwarded, which urged the completion of

the Solomon Islands and, particularly, the relatively un-

known island of Malaita as the first and most important

objective of the expedition.

On June £6, after cabling Dr. ITurphy of our

departure, Mr. jil^rerdam and I sailed from Vancouver, B. G.
,

aboard the Canadian- Australian Steamship NIAGARA, for

Sydney, Australia, via Honolulu, Suva, Fiji, and Auckland,

N. Z. In Sydney, we were to get in touch with Mr. Hanni-

bal Hamlin, the leader of the lixpei’ tion, and ascertain

where we might join him.

June £6-July 20. Aboard the S. 3. NIAGARA. On

July 9, I received a radio from Hamlin, advising me to

"report to Jack Sharp of Burns Philp 8c Go. for instruc-

tions .

"

July 20-27. Sydney, Australia. A radio and

letter from Hamlin were received upon our arrival in

Sydney. He advised us to join him at Paisi in the

Solomon Islands. The closest we could come to that was
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Kleta on Bougainville Island. I informed him by radio

accordingly, also reported our arrival in Sydney, to

the I'useum, by letter. Made a number of purchases for

Hamlin as instructed. Obtained nassage aboard the 3. 3.

MAH3INA, Burns Philp 3. 3. Go.
, for Kieta, Bougainville

Isl and.

July 28-August 17. Aboard the 3. 3. ’^IPSINA,

enroute Sydney, Australia, to Xieta, Bougainville Island,

via Brisbane, Samarai
, Habaul, Xavieng, //itu, Salamua,

Sorikan and Numa-Numa, a roundabout course, but the

quickest available. On August 15, we found the Schooner

'France
'
.with Hamlin and Mayr on board, anchored in the

harbor at Sorikan, Bougainville Island, where they had

put in with engine trouble. Because of customs regula-

tions on our freight and baggage, we all agreed that it

would be better for Eyerdam and me to go on to Xieta and

await the arrival of the 'France' there, a few days hence.

Aagust 17. Disembarked from 3. S. MAHSINA at

Xieta, Bougainville Island, Mandated Territory New Ouinea.

Mr. iiyerdam and I took up quarters in a conra shed be-

longing to Mr. Tom Hbery. We arranged later, by com-

promise, to take our meals with him also. Informed the

Museum by letter of our arrival at destination.

August 17-29. Mr. Eyerdam and I, not having

bird collecting equipment, spent our time gathering con-

chological material of all kinds. We obtained some 250

pounds of shells representing about 200 species of which
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fiyerdam thinks about 20 are new foms. All of these

shells were colleeted In Kleta harbor, either on the

reefs or along the sandy beaches. Wednesday, August

28. Hamlin arrived in Kieta, having come down from

Numa-Numa by canoe and road. He apoears badly dis-

turbed over the engine and propeller, which must be

reoaired before they can be used again. I believe

that Ur. Izod, the engineer who installed this en-

gine in the ' T^rance ' in Samarai
, neglected to secure

the propeller to the shaft with a locking nut before

the 'Prance' was returned to the water from the sLip.

As a consequence, the tai-l shaft is out of alignment

and the main bearings of the engine worn badly.

As matters now stand, the vessel must be

sailed to a slip-way where it can be pulled up and

repairs conducted. Hamlin does not care to return to

Samarai, but is cabling Habaul and Tulagi
, asking

prices on the slipping job.

August 29 (Thursday). Kieta. lith Eyerdam

for shells in the morning. At ?. M. the Schooner

'Prance' arrived with Dr. Mayr and Hobert Grookshank,

Commander H. N. (the captain) aboard. Dr. Mayr down

with a dose of fever. Hamlin assured us that, since

he must await replies to his cables, we would have

plenty of time to tidy up the ship before embarking our

effects.

August 30 ( Pri day ) . Kieta. There are now
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four members of Beck’s old Polynesian crew aboard the

'^’rance.' Teora, temporary engineer, David and Charley,

sailor and bird skinners, and Manuel, the boatswain of

the ship. These men came ashore this morning and embarked

our heavy stores which they arranged in the hold. Byerdam

and I along the sand beach for shells.

August 31 (Saturday). Xieta. Heimlin received

a satisfactory reply from Chang Chang slip-master at

Tulagi, advising that the ’Prance’ could be slinped if

the tide were suitable. There is no reply from the New

York cable. Hamlin is without funds. Eyerdam and I

brought only enough money to enable us to reach our des-

tination. The cabin boys were engaged cleaning out bunk

space for iiyerdam and myself while the crew were employed

repairing stay sail and fitting new foot ropes to foresail

and mainsail. It will be necessary to nurse our old sails

along now that we must depend upon them entirely for our

transportation. Eyerdam for shells. Myself aboard ship.

Or. Mayr much better. He deplores the lack of reading ma-

terial in this part of the world, as do all of us. He also

asked me to send a note to the Museum requesting more

scientific publications covering the area in which we are

working. This I did.

September 1 (Sunday). Kieta. No radios to-day.

Crew engaged embarking our stores, much against their

wishes. Eyerdam ani I ashore for shells. ,7e extended our

range away from the beach and visited small fresh water

streams and mangrove swamps.



s'5 hraodc. rero To n'rfc?:’ fcTedrra;- -riro^

‘ I^:ie ilvc- ,^9erri?i'iG ^ 7ncq;vod '

. jt cjo-i*?

'

. ^0 - -'/rG .eicjir.J i./* loXiia

/r''*;*! -o t- ii4P ' r. lrt*' 0r f-Ciiei^ a.-jbc na eesr,'' lae

'’ri-'

-

.i.Iorf u;l3 I.:i bayrJ^'vir iio'df; bei&jt ’.vet; li o

.w ‘?;'b .loef^d X’ijec e. 3 e-iiolB I Lne
»:

niliTJS . ’Jc-i . \£Jbiu:irj.i U 3&i.ii»A

?/', ie?e -ii-o v;ter<: vflfirfO .to-I o3oe^oi:se ,e

trB'i ) -d fiiJO': '©ui tt'*'’* ‘^;‘'3 3jB. 3 5»ci&ivfe

weU 9d3 T©^ 0 .- 8i rTSf^'' .cside3?iT. l-tstt ?'i? tr(3

I -tne ^ .K: nr,"t ZiS(* :-iln ei nilox^a .©loeu jIioY

-8 f ixjfi doroi ©I dent) o3 ',:ononi x-Lao ddjuoid

:<lm/J Jr't. %r.iru:tiCt> f 6>.f$ 5^ie c^O':! nidec ©.;' .nci^exiiJ

far;© fioar 9a3 ‘ ridir Y ' sev.n ^r.e rMc l ©©eqe

XiBEi*::^ »; 3 er 'lO'i doo't we.' Ssrl JJ*^ / njj lie; '.t jB saiaffio©'!

elf©e f [o •u"5 eeitn c3 .loaRf cc-a ©d :^ llv J1 . rxet. le.' X>£i£

t;jv T-?
^ •• fsi » 3. f' J ..a:' rae;t3 3 r*. h>

.

?ec3 r< r ^froli

. 3 f'rt :rfr 'V;r-&’c . o j e -r.; lo'- l^e^^:' ._ ., o ivrJicqenfiTJ

-;' '^iiir'ccz ^0 ;.;cp*’ vdC eS’ioXq->6 eH :do.t icur'' .-rC

00.?e f'- . p.;i -:f j:p ,' r-iriv or? **-- J'ltT :i.'7 ri le 'rer

orroT ;uii3fc...- '.i'*’ e.ij 03 o3uii e ftnoa oj er. ^©^'8Q

©oj tr ,-cidr ni e.;^ %clievoc Ki Oi^ct ird iee

. L elcV: .-^al-iVir

• -oj iioifr*: 0* .t^3el' .'veXitL'_ i aedff'Sae^’

"T .

'tiO .o Jfcnfajje rioi ,. •roJp. 'tec ^.]i*r.pcU^ * c- vg'xC

1^ ' f> 'X>.T93 .•:- e ,rt, sde *rn*‘^ -. - tfi-i
. Z3 _ 7>'i >vr .sc. tlir

• a ..-• t _--3»ec7 -if: ar.f sti] .•'kj it

. 0 ©V01J.11B f. rpoti*



15

September 2 (Monda;^?- ) . Kleta. Hamlin was en-

gaged with customs and health clearances, purchases at

Tom Hbery's stores and sundries. I can see right now

that a small task with the 5overiment, such as a clearance

for a ship, that would ordinarily require an hour, can

and does consume a day's time. I am sure that, were we

to attempt bird collecting in this spare time, we would

waste a week obtaining permits. Eyerdam and I did, though,

comb the beaches again for shells and have, as a result,

five Benzine cases of material from this locality.

September 2 (Tuesday). Kieta. Hamlin ashore

with Government affairs. He has decided not to wait for

a reply from New York but will have that forwarded to him

at Tulagi, Solomon Islands. Grew watering ship.

At 2 P. M., Mr. Tom Ebery came alongside the

'Prance' with his little ketch, 'Saucy Polly,' and towed our

vessel out of the harbor. ,7e are forced to tack back and

forth inside a long reef against a s/E breeze. Enroute

Paisi
, Solomon Islands.

Seotember 4 (Yednesday). September 5 (Thursday)

(At sea). Slow progress southeasterly direction against

light and variable winds accompanied by occasional rain

squalls. A few terns and a Sula leucogaster were collected

at sea. No petrels, though one example of what we took to

be Pterodroma becki was sighted just at dusk on the night

of the fifth.

September 6 ( "‘Friday ). Paisi. Vessel anchored

in Paisi harbor, British Solomon Islands, at 6 A. V, Mr.
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Miller, the diatriot officer off to clear ship. He re-

ports that the 3. S. MATAHAM will arrive Sunday. Hamlin

la expecting ship's supplies from .V. 3. Tait and Go.,

Sydney. All of us at work skinning sea birds. I am

astounded at the speed with which Hamlin and the Poly-

nesians skin and prepare their specimens. To see Hamlin

or Teora remove the skin from a tern and make i t up into

a bird-skin in eight or ten minutes is almost too much

for me.

I have been trained in the slow, careful labora-

tory methods which do not attempt quick work. T'y first

task will be to learn speed. Syerdam will have to wait

until he finds easy specimens before he begins work. Hr.

Mayr is in a class with me, alow in his methods.

September 7 (Saturday). Faisi. No collecting,

iiyerdam got out his long cone-shaped dredge, attached a

rope to it, lowered it into the long boat and carried the

thing about SO yards astern of the 'France' and dropped

the dredge into 17 fathoms of water. He returned to the

vessel, attached the rope end to the windlass and began

winding. At the first taught pull the rone parted and

Syerdarri lost his deep sea dredge. It is just as well that

he did for Hyerdam will now have to delegate some of his

interest to bird collecting and skinning.

September 8 (Sunday). Faisi. 3. 3. ’fATAPA’' in

port at 9 A. M, A radio from

vising the dispatch by cable

along the reefs for shells.

Dr. Chapman to Hamlin ad-

of $1500.00. Hyerdam and I

d

In the evening, the ship's
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oomplement went aboard the UATA^AI.'I for dinner. This

is the aooepted custom among island people-»-to go aboard

every over-seas vessel (once every 6 weeks) for a meal

of fresh vegetables, cold storage meat and cold beer.

September 9 (Monday). Paisi. Eyerdam and I

engaged packing the specimens obtained by Mayr and Ham-

lin on Nissan or Sir Charles Hardy Island. Cot them all

into one case and aboard the MATAHAT^ for shipment to Hew

York via Sydney (the only route available).

Hamlin and Mayr engaged with carrespondence.

Myself one letter to Dr. Murphy explaining our movements.

Crew engaged cutting firewood and fresh water, are the

moat important requisites aboard ship and oftentimes the

most difficult to obtain. Every opportunity should be

seized to replenish the supply aboard.

September 10 (Tuesday). Paisi. Hamlin has

learned that the cargo, which he ordered transhipped from

Tulagi to Paisi on the MATAHATi, did not arrive with the

vessel though he has received the bills of lading for the

same. Burns Philp and CO. ’s store manager has advised him

that possibly the cargo will arrive on board the H. M. S.

'Hanadi’ due in Paisi on September 1?, or perhaps at a

later date on the little schooner 'Myopa' belonging to

Burns Philp and Co.

Hamlin has, in the past, enacted quite a saving

by purchasing provender and ship's supplies through Y. S.

Tait and wO., Sydney, who will deliver such staple articles

much more cheaply than the island firms do. Unfortunately,
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for this arrangement, the Sydney purchases must be car-

ried to the islands in Burns Phllp's ships, who are com-

petitors of 7/. S. Tait and Go. Quite naturally Burns

Philp and Go. do delay such shipments and otherwise im-

pede the delivery of Sydney cargo.

This is the problem confronting Hstnlin at the

moment. He does not have funds to duplicate his Sydney

order, nor would he care to with several months' supply

of commestibles somewhere in the group. He has decided

to await the arrival of the 'Panadi,' though he has no

radio facilities at hand with which to check up on the

vessel.

Three natives, two from Malaita Island and one

from San Gristoval Island who have finished their con-

tracts on a neighboring coooanut plantation, came on

board and asked permission to work their way back to Tu-

lagi. This was a piece of good fortune as we will re-

quire extra hands to help handle the ship in the long

beat to windward to reach Tulagi.

Hamlin went ashore to the lo Pung olantation

for birds. 5Iyerdara and Kayr along the reef for shells.

I am afraid I incurred the displeasure of Han-

lin by purchasing iails,saws, hammer, brace and bits to

make bookracks, chests of drawers and benches in the cabin

as well as a series of bird racks in the main hold.

I don't think the bird skins should be left ex-

posed to cockroaches, etc. in the main hold, though I must

admit that bird skins kept inside a cotton gauze enclosure
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do not dry out as qulokly as those left out In the open.

September 11 (Tednesday } . Fatsi. Hamlin and

Mayr oollecting sea birds. The harbor and environs are

so surrpunded with mangrove swamp that a penetration into

the interior is an almost imnossible feat. 'Jhat little dry

land there is, is taken up with buildings or cocoanut plan-

tations. iSyerdam ashore for his blessed shells again. He

certainly is a shell collector; no one can dispute that

fact. Myself aboard shio making bird drying racks in the

hold.

The crew employed scraping woodwork
,
the decks,

and the masts with bits of broken glass. I, personally,

deplore the idea of scraping masts or deck of a wooden

ship. The scraping was Beck’s original idea and has been

carried on ever since. It is well enough to oil decks and

masts but never scrape them.

All of us at work skinning birds to-night.

September 12 (Thursday). Paisi . Hamlin, Mayr

and iiiyerdam away at daylight in a pinnace to collect birds.

They returned rather late, hungry, wet and tired, but with

a good bag of material. 7e work very late working up the

specimens.

September 13 (Friday). Faisi. Oantain Crook-

shank and I to Sariga Island along with Charley and David

for birds. The H. M. S. 'Hanadi' arrived in port without

Hamlin's supplies. This puts us in a rather awkward po-

sition. .Vhat are we to do without supplies? Hamlin has

concluded to purchase a few absolute necessities and sail
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over to Choiaeul Island to work there a short tirr.e In

quest of I.Iiorogoura meekl before continuing on down to

Tulagi . Kayr and I suggested that perhaps it would be

better for him to drop us with lilyerdaci somewhere along

the coast and continue on with the ship to Tulagi while

we were engaged in collecting. Hamlin contended that

it was not practical to split up the party when we were

dependent upon sail power only and now in the season of

light and variable winds.

September 14 (Saturday). Faisi. Hamlin ashore

to purchase as many stores as he had funds for. Hove up

the anchor at noon and departed for Ghoiseul Bay at the

north end of Ghoiseul Island, with the wind abeam.

September 15 (Sunday). Ghoiseul Bay. Anchored

at the northern end of the bay at ^ P. M. Teora and I

ashore for birds. LIuch to the amusement of Hamlin and

the chagrin of Ma^r, we brought back a beautiful collec-

tion of the m.ost common material on the island, to wit:

sun birds ( Clnnyrls ) . starlings ( Aplonis ) . beach king-

fishers (Halcyon saurophaga ). megapodes ( Me.-^apodius ) . and

pigeons ( Bucula rubricera ) . This is a good average con-

tribution for one's first trip ashore. The more desirable

material is acquired after one becomes better acquainted

with the area in which he is working.

September 16 (Monda,v). Ghoiseul Bay. Hamlin

explained the nature of his return visit to Ghoiseul Is-

land, the capture of Miorogoura meeki and Turdus choiseuli

.
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neither of which Beok's party obtained on their visit

to this island in November 1987. There is other good

material on the island to be collected as well.

Seven hunters ashore from the ship at 7 A.M.--

Hamlin, Mayr, Eyerdara, Teora, Charley, Bavid and myself,

?e rowed a mile and a half to the small village of Poro

Poro at the extreme north end of Choiseul Bay. There

three more single barrel twenty-gauge guns were given to

the most intelligent-looking natives in the village, with

instructions to them to collect the microgoura, hawks,

rails, pittas, owls, bush kingfishers, etc. luides were

also obtained for the white complement.

-7e all agreed to return to the village at 5 P.M,

to take the boats to the ship. Lunch was provided for all

of us in the form of two ship's biscuits and a tin of sar-

dines each. This is an old standard ration dating back

to the days of Beck's leadership.

After questioning the natives regarding trails,

likely hunting areas, native gardens, swamps, etc., each

of us took off in a different direction for the day's work

I drew a native named I'isacki for a guide, who

had worked in Tulagi previously, and who retained a fair

knowledge of the English language. He was very natient

with me, a new comer, who knew scarcely one word of this

South Sea jargon that is used exclusively in these islands

/e communicated our ideas by signs, grunts, and a few

scattered words. Before the day was over, I discovered

that my new vocabulary was increasing in size, though it
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will take ne months to beoorae proficient in this new

tongue.

Misacki, the guide, took me through the

secondary bush, and native gardens near the village,

thence on into the interior of the island where we
/

found some true forest and great areas of mangrove

swamps. If there was no path, he cut one through the

underbrush with his long bush knife. Though I heard

numbers of ducula, doves, crows, graucalus, and small

birds calling in the trees and shrubs, I saw very few

of them. Countless times my guide tried to point out

some specimens to me. I could not locate it no matter

how hard I strained my eyes. Misacki became disgusted

with me. I became dreadfully discouraged before evening.

There is only one remedy for this plight, I

must spend long hours in the bush in the future, until

I learn to recognize the calls of birds, find their

habitats, their movements, and their flights. Fortu-

nately, for me, I have had a good training in North

A'^erican ornithology in the field. This knowledge will

be of use to me here.

The area around Ghoiseul Bay is composed of

mangrove swamps, which cover large areas, some secondary

bush .and a like amount of true forest. The ground is of

coralline formation with its accompanying heavy under-

brush. Small streams and seepages are found in abundance.

There are no hills or upland zones except to the south

of choiseul Bay and those are only a few hundred feet in
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height. From Choiseul Bay one oan -Aalk seven or eight

miles in an easterly direction, through lowland scrub

and thickets, to the east coast of Choiseul Island.

There are no hills or raised plateaus to the north and

west of this bay as the maps would indicate.

The whole area of Choiseul Bay is sparsely

populated. A cocoanut plantation, with a white overseer,

Mr. lilverett, and a line of 86 indentured natives, is lo-

cated on the southeast side of the bay. Poro Poro, a

native village of about a dozen houses and approximately

30 dirty, scraggly, Choiseul Island natives, is situated

at the northern end of the bay. There are, to the best

of my knowledge, no natives in the interior nor along

the sea-coast for a distance of ten miles in any direction.

The northern end of the island is supposed to

be almost devoid of natives. The whole of the population

of Choiseul is dying out rapidly and what natives are left

are to be found along the seacoast in the center and

southern end of the island.

Missionaries have encouraged the natives to

abandon their mountain homes and reside near the seacoast

where the former can establish mission stations more

easily. As a consequence, vast areas of the interior are

devoid of all human life. Those individuals, who come

down from the mountains or hills, oftentimes succumb to

the heat and malaria along the seacoast. This is a

sorry plight , indeed, and should be discouraged by the

Government

.
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Cholseul Bay is one of the first known lo-

calities in the Solomon Islands, having been visited

as early as 1768 by Bougainville in the course of his

round-the-world voyage. Yet even at this date scarcely

anything has been added to the brief knowledge of the

island itself. Yrom a hydrographer ’ s standpoint the

coast line of Choiseul is marked off in a series of

dots and dashes with no definite areas or harbors lo-

cated except the aforesaid mentioned bay.

It is true that there are a few local man-

grove navigators throughout the group who can pilot

small pinnaces and power boats along the coast in the

daytime though none of them ever try i t at night,

'.7ithout local knowledge of the reefs and areas, it is

a risky business piloting the ’i^ranoe' through this

area under sail only. i presume Hamlin took these

matters into consideration when he chose Choiseul Bay

as an anchorage for the vessel, although this place is

not a satisfactory hunting-ground.

All of us returned to the ship at 5 P.M. with

a moderate number of birds. Snroute to the ship I rode

in a Choiseul canoe without an outrigger. They are not

difficult to handle when one learns to paddle continuous,
as one must do, to keep from capsizing. These dugouts
Without outriggers are similar to our American birch bark
canoes but far more treacherous. There are advantages in
learning to handle a native canoe; one can get to Places
where the average ship's boat cannot penetrate.
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Aboard ship, and all of us into the main hold

to ’.Tork. The complement of the ’France’ has always used

the hold in preference to the deck in skinning srecimens.

The hold has its disadvantages in that it is hot and

stuffy, especially at night with a gasolene lamp burning

and seven or eight men working. Had a system of ventila-

tion been worked out with ventilators forward near the

windlass, some of this discomfort could have been overcome,

.7ork is carried on at a long table rigged fore and aft of

the ship with all of our gear, cotton, bamboos, corn meal,

and wrap cotton near at hand. The arrangement is neat

and compact and tends tcward sneed and good workmanship

at the expense of discomfort.

On deck, skinning has its disadvantages. The

breeze or wind is very apt to blow the feathers of a

specimen about and get them messy, while one is working.

This does slow down the work. there is not room

enough ^ or the long table on the deck, each preparator

must carry all of his gear with him or walk back and

forth to the main supply. Time is lost here also.

There is always the danger of rain squalls which no

amount of canvas awnings can keen from wetting the speci-

mens exposed. About the only advantage in the latter
method is the comfort derived.

Hanlin was very discouraged with the first day's
collecting at Ghoiseul Bay. The quantity was there but
not the quality, yhen Mr. Everett of the plantation cane
for dinner, Hamlin made up his mind to go with one O'P

the foyer's Chinese engineers, per gas'boat, to the other
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aide of the island and there look for lUcrogoura meek! .

oeptember 17 (Tuesday). Choiseul Bay. Ham-

lin, with Charles and David, departed at 9 A.M. for

Senga down the coast. They obtained passage on a small

pinnace that is going that way to collect Trochus shell

and copra. Mayr, Eyerdam and I will carry on here until

such time as Hamlin and party return. The three of us

ashore hunting after Hamlin's departure. Our bag for the

day showed no startling results. Eyerdam is learning to

remove the skins of specimens but takes to it very slowly.

September 18 (Tednesday). Choiseul Bav. Mavr

Eyerdam and I, with Teora and Manuel up the Mulamabuli

River to the south, as far as the rapids, in the ship's

boat. ,7e returned to the ship at dusk without Manuel,

thinking he had gone home another way. Later, about 7;.W0

P.M.
, we heard the reports of his shotgun and returned for

him. Manuel, supposedly, had shot a wild pig and wounded

it; at the same time a companion to the wounded one charged

him and drove Manuel up a tree. There he remained until

Teora found him.. I might add that it was not until after

dark that we could hear the sound of Manuel's shots (two

of them at a time, agreed upon, to attract attention).

September 19 (Thursday). Choiseul Bay. Ma^/r

with Teora and Jack (San Cristoval) departed in the small

boat for the highlands south and east of Choiseul Bay, there

to establish a camp and remain several days. Eyerdam and

two local natives ashore for specimens, myself aboard

labelling skins. Our party returned early. V/e spent the
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afternoon and evening preparing specimens.

Sentember SO (P’riday). Ghoiseul Bay. Byerdam

in his bunk with fever. Myself ashore with Misacki and

two other local natives. .7e tramped the bush faithfully,

but with poor results. At work all evening on specimens.

Considerable rain to-day. The Captain is able to do very

little about the ship with only one sailor and two helpers.

He keeps these busy at paint work ani repairing sails.

September 21 (Saturday). Ghoiseul Bay. Hyerdam

and I ashore hunting with natives. '.Ve were engaged in the

same area with the same results. The natives did obtain

a few desirable specimens. Mayr returned with his comple-

ment from the bush camp. He reports a wet trip and poor

results. The birds, apparently, are not in that area.

September 22 (Sunday). Ghoiseul Bay. Mayr and

Syerdam to the reefs for shells. I’yself into the bush for

birds.

September 2? (Monday). Ghoiseul Bay. Mayr,

Hyerdam and I ashore for birds. One of the native hunters

returned with a splendid hawk which Mayr believes to be a

specimen of Accipi ter eichhorn j . This addition to the col-

lection gives us hope, le feel that, at last, the hunters

are beginning to find material. Mayr has proven to be a

great help to Hyerdam and me, both with bush lore and birds

To have someone with us wh o can identify material and di-

rect the activities of the hunters is far more expedient

than just trusting to luck. Natives have no sense of

values as far as ornithological research is concerned.
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They look upon one bird much the same as another, unless

it be one whose feathers can be used for a tribal dance.

In that case he will undoubtedly keep the bird for himself

September 24 (Tuesday). Ghoiseul Bay. Ma^rr,

iiyerdam, Teora and I ashore collecting. The ship's crew

were employed cutting fire wood. The results for the da.v

were encouraging. Teora obtained a beautiful example of

Accipi ter -eichhorni . Mayr was able to identify the speci-

men without difficulty. The quantity of our day's bag

kept us occupied until well after midnight.

September 25 (Tednesday). Ghoiseul Bay. All of

us ashore hunting early. I returned to the ship at noon

to help the Gaptain with some carpenter work. Our skipper

is not a tradesman; he is a navigator.

September 26 (Thursday). Ghoiseul Bay. All

of us ashore hunting with fair results. Eyerdara, whose

"strength is as the strength of ten", managed to pull the

head off an eagle ( Guncuma leucogaster ) while trying to

skin it; no mean feat. Eyerdam is slowly improving in his

bird skinning. He will not be ready to make up specimens

for many days yet.

September 27 (Briday). Ghoiseul Bay. The two

Polynesian me;:bers of the crew and the three Solomon Is-

landers engaged in a free-for-all fight this morning be-

fore we could get on deck to step them. Outside of a '’ew
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split lips and a couple of black eyes, no damage was

done. Mixed crews of this kind will not cooperate.

<Ve must dispose of either one or the other of them.

Mayr, Syerdam and I ashore hunting with our local com-

plement. ,7e had a miserable time of it with rain and

mist. A few good specimens were procured.

September 28 (Saturday). Ghoiseul Bay. All

of us ashore hunting. A da,y of a continuous downrour

of rain. Mayr and I, hunting together, took shelter in

an old native lean-to in a garden area and spent our

time there. Despite the deluge, we were able to obtain

and make up eighteen specimens for the day.

Ve all feel. at the end of the week. that we are

wastii^ time in this locality. The area does not harbor
the desirable material that we should like. Hamlin should
have taken one or more of us with him. for the sake of

training, if for no other reason.

September 29 (Sunday). Ghoiseul Bay. All of

the white complement to Hr. Bverett's plantation for
Sunday dinner. ,/hite men. who are stationed alone on

outlying Plantations, are lonesome individuals, who seize
every occasion to foster acquaintanceship. Sometimes they
overdo their hospitality to the detriment of their guests.

September :^0 (Monday). Ghoiseul Bay. Bained
all day. Mayr and <verdam to a small reef island near the
ship where they procured a few examples of Mon arch

a

1 nornat us and quantities of shells. Myself aboard ship
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engaged in making another oookroach-proof bird rack in

the hold.

iSyerdam has filled the ship with shells that

he has not bothered to clean properly. The stench from

them is terrible. The rest of us have comnlalned bit-

terly about his carelessness but to no avail. Prom now

on, if the material is not cleaned we shall throw it

overboard. Another favorite trick of Eyerdam's is to

bring a bag full of shells aboard with hemit crabs in-

side the hosts. At night we hear these crabs walking

about the floor of the cabin dragging their homes after

them, or, at times, listen to them dropping from beams

and ledges where they have been crawling. The answer to

all this is a cabin littered with sheila; others drop

down into crevices where the hermit crab dies and adds

to the odor of other marine life in the forward hold.

Little matters like these bring on ill-feeling and later

quarrels. Heaven knows, there is enough of this cropring

up on any vessel of this type where men live in a small

confinement without much outside intercourse with others.

October 1 (Tuesday). Ghoiaeul Bay. Mayr,

Hyerdam and I hunting with our native assistants. Pain

drove us in at noon. ,/e managed to make up 21 skins for

our effort. A visit from Tir. liverett. He is in distress.

One or more of his natives have broken into his storerooms

and have stolen trade goods and money to the extent of over

$300.00. He has asked us to heir him, but we feel that
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he had better go to Faisi and engage the services of

the Government, vthose business it is to attend to such

matters. Mr. Everett spent the night with us. He is

a little afraid of his line of boys, eighty-six of them,

who are a few too many for one white man of his size and

strength to handle.

October 2-4 ( Tednesday-Hriday ) . To Paisi and

return. Mr. Everett has decided to go to Paisi, in his

little pinnace, 'Aroma,' to seek Government aid. if7e
,

on

board, held a conference and concluded to make use of

this opportunity to obtain much needed supplies. i7e are

about out of the essentials; rice, ship's biscuits,

meats, sugar, etc., that we use every day. .Vi th the long

beat to windward to Tulagi
, we must have a goodly quantity

aboard ship. I was elected to accompany Mr. Everett to

obtain such of these coramestibles as Burns Philp and Co.

would credit me with.

Mr. Everett and I left Ghoiseul Bav at 7 A.?T.
,

reached ^aisi, picked up our stores, Mr. Miller, the dis-

trict officer, and returned to Ghoiseul Bay Prida'^ evening

4 P.M.

Upon my return, I found the rest of the comole-

ment in open rebellion. Both Mayr and Eyerdam have been

in the bush collecting. Hamlin has not returned, nor has

word reached here from him. Grookshank, the Captain, is

anxious to reach Tulagi and be with his wife. Mayr and

Eyerdam are tired of the place. They informed me as soon

as I came on board that they were going to take the ship
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to Tulagi and let Hamlin catch the S.3. MATAHA^'f, which

calls at Gholseul Bay for copra on t-he 20th of the

month. In this way,Hamlin would reach Tulagi ahead of

us and make arrangements for the slipping of the ''Prance.'

In the discussion that ensued, all agreed to wait one

more day for Hamlin.

October 5 (Saturday). Gholseul Bay. Mayr,

Byerdam and I ashore for specimens; crew engaged watering

ship and cutting firewood. In the evening dispatched let-

ters to the I'useum, packed up a few clothes, ammunition,

and requisites for Hamlin to be left In care of Mr. Everett.

A letter reached us from Hanilln at llllo village, dated

October 3. He advised us to procure supplies for the

ship and make ready for the trip to Tulagi. He further

stated that he would be gone another week at least.

I wrote Hamlin In turn, unwisely for it was

not my original Idea, that we were going on to Tulagi and

were leaving clothing and supplies for him with Mr. Everett.

October 6 (Sunday). To sea.-- The ''R'rance'

put to sea at daylight. There was no breeze. ]-fe were

forced to rely upon the outgoing tide to carry us out of

the harbor. Mr. Everett came along with his pinnace and

gave us a tow. Once clear of the reefs we drifted until

10 P.M. when a land breeze sprang up and carried us in a

southerly direction.

Our stay at Gholseul Bay from September 16 to

October 6 was not a profitable one. Something over a

hundred forms were taken, but not nearly the quantity of
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desirable material we should have obtained during the

length of time we were engaged in the field. Looking

over this period at a later date, I am afraid we were

not as conscientious in our colledting as we could have

been.

October 7-8 (Monday, Tuesday). At sea. Have

found that ships rats have eaten through the cotton gauze

around the bird racks and have destroyed the feet of a

few specimens. This is the first intimation that we have

these guests aboard the 'France.' I inmediately set to

work to replace the cotton gauze with cooper wire screenin

Several times, while the vessel was drifting, Eyerdan and

I alternated with the ship's boat and chased after oetrels

without success. Labeled all specimens in the hold.

October 9 ('.Vednesday ) . At sea. Hamlin, with

Charley and David, in a big Ghoiseul war canoe caught up

with the ship this morning. Hamlin was terribly upset by

our action and ended un by dismissing the captain. He

retired to his bunk soon after with a bad does of gastric

malaria. I am afraid he has had a hard trip. M:^self down

with fever for the first time.

October 10 (Thursday). Luti plantation. Hamlin

has decided to put in at Luti plantation, which is abeam

of us. There we will continue our search for Mic rogoura

^ other material. Ship anchored off Luti at 12

noon. Mr. Berry of the plantation off to the ship to ray

his respects and inquire of our business. He informed us
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that we would find a beautiful, almost unknown harbor

and perfect anchorage about 6 miles to the southeast

of his place. His anchorage, off Luti plantation, is

not a safe one in any kind of weather. P. M. Mayr and

I ashore collecting. ,7e found nothing but swamp area

near the coast. Hamlin and I developed pictures at

night with some success. ,7e are using a Hhodinol solu-

tion in a tank developed. The process, which requires

about -30 minutes, is too slow and causes the gelatin of

some films to run. ,7e are handicapped by the necessity

of using water at 80° P. Worse luck -^or us. There is

no other material or data at hand to work with.

October 11 (Friday ). Sumbi anchorage. Mr.

'’Putchy" Kleurck, an island trader, came alongside the

'Prance' in his vessel, during the night. Hamlin has

concluded to split the party. He will take Hyerdam and

Pavid, go up the coast 20 miles with Kleurck to the vil-

lage of Sasamunga and remain away 2 weeks. There, he

will inspect a small black whale which has been washed

up on the beach, retrieve the skeleton if possible, and

continue on to Barabatani where he and party will es-

tablish camp and work the interior of the island. Car-

tain Kleurck has arranged to take Hamlin and party up

the coast, drop them, proceed to Oizo, where he will

acquire additional stores for our ship, and return to

Ghoiseul to meet Hamlin and return to the 'Prance' with

him

.
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Mayr, Charley and I will outfit here and nush

into the interior to Mount Maitambi or Mount Courdin, as

?55

it is called on the map, which is reported to have an

elevation of 3000 feet and lie sone 12 to 15 miles north-

east of our anchorage. Hamlin and party got away at 8

The captain sailed the 'France' over to the new anchorage,

which the natives call Sumbi. On the map of Ghoiseul Is-

land, one can locate this spot on the south coast as lying

Just a little to the north and west of where the 157th

Meridian cuts through the island.

Sumbi anchorage is a beautiful land-locked har-

bor, extending inland 3 or 4 miles. It is ideal for a

ship but a devil's own spot for bird collecting. Sheer

cliffs surround the harbor except at the eastern end where

one finds a dense mangrove swamp. To reach the interior

of the island, one must go out the mouth of the harbor and

travel up or down the coast 5 or 6 miles before he finds'

the interior accessible. There are no natives living in

the immediate vicinity either. The several curiosity-

impelled natives, who did visit the vessel after our ar-

rival, came from some distance. 7e urged those to return

to their villages and procure carriers for our inland trip.

After a reward of a few sticks of tobacco each, those same

natives ienarted, promising faithfully to return the next

afternoon with our 20 needed packers. How gullible we were.

October 12 (Saturday). Sumbi anchorage. Cap-

tain Crookshank has decided t o make a chart of the harbor
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for the xldmiralty office. I.Tayr ashore in the afternoon

to help him set stakes and flags al ong the reefs and

beaches. Myself aboard packing materials for a three

'^veeks' sojourn into the interior. 7/e are terribly han-

dicapped for lack of containers and gear for a prolonged

stay in the bush. Neither Beck or Hamlin have paid much

attention to bush camps and their requisites. They have

worked almost entirely from the ship. Beck esnecially is

credited with covering an astounding area in one day though

returning to the ship at night.

Neither our "friends" nor the promised carriers

showed up to-night. 7e are in a quandary.

October 1'3 (3unda,v). To Luti plantation. Mayr
and I with Charley loaded al 1 of o'ur effects into 2 ship's

boats and pulled the long 6 miles over to Luti plantation

where we will camp with Mr. Berry until such time as we
can obtain carriers and get away to the interior. Berry
promised to help us, but would not rent us his line of

boys or even oart of them, as he is expecting a copra boat

within a few days and will need all of his staff to carry
copra to the ship. A native mission boy, named Tame,

promised to help us to-morrow. This day. being the Sab-
bath, he could not engage in such worldly things as

hunting carriers.

I managed to shoot a desirable hawk at sunset
while looking for nighthawks (Oaprimulg'us )

.
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October 14-16 (Monday- .Wednesday ) . Lutl Plan-

tation. These two days were spent scourlna: the vicinity

of the //uralata River for carriers. There were several

isolaced villages in the proximity of the river, each

containing a number of boys. All of those interviewed

were reluctant about helping. It was a most exasperating

task attempting to induce people to undertake a project

they have no interest in.

To ray knowledge, these natives have never been

called upon to pack cargo for a white nan before. Tame,

the mission boy, talked himself hoarse, while Mayr worked

himself into a rage.

Some collecting was accomplished during the

three da,vs. .Ye used an old copra shed on the plantation

as a base camp.

October 17 (Thursday). To mountain camp.

Twelve small urchins showed up at daylight and announced

that they had been sent, by their chief, to carry our

duffle. Looking them over, we found not one able-bodied

man among them. That is usually the manner of the native.

The weaker ones do the work of the strong. Mayr and I

AS
resorted our gear and chose only the bare necessities.

The rest of the stuff we left behind with Mr. Berry.

Rain began to fall shortly after we started

and continued all day. Ye followed the course of the

Yuralata River, crossing it numerous times, and made a

scratch camp about 8 miles inland at dark. Our boys were
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given a good feed of rice which I think held them -^or

the night. They*showed signs of bolting then and there.

.'^8

October 18 ('i^rida.y). T^ountain camp. Broke

camp at daylight in the rain and followed up a low ridge

about 4 miles to where a little mountain stream crossed

the ridge. There the natives threw our packs down and

refused to budge another inch. .Ve were dumped as the

saying goes. Fortunately we were near water.

.'/e refused to pay the boys their shilling ner

day each until they had carried us farther (we were still

a good 8 miles from our objective). The natives were

adamant. They complained of the weight of the racks, the

rain, the cold and everything else. 7e compromised fi-

nally by giving them a feed of rice and no ray, if they

would help us erect Fayr's tent and build for us a leaf

house where Charley and I could sleep -and cook our food.

This they did in good time and departed for their villages.

There we were, in my first bush camp, with no

help and every blessed thing wet from the two day's down-

pour. Mayr's tent w as a godsend. Without i t we would

have been sunk. My bedrobb# did keep our sleeping gear

partially dry. The rest of our effects were soaked,

ivlayr and I both vowed we would never undertake another

venture of this type without first procuring some sort of

waterproof containers.

October 19 (Saturday), ’'fountain c ^mn. Mayr

and I collecting. Charley remained in camp to clear
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bush, dig drains, cut firewood and add leaf to our

house. .7e ado o ted a communistic form of camp, all

of us helping with the cooking so that no one would

be spared from the collecting and bird skinning.

October 20 (Sunday). Mount lourdin. Ma^/r

and I away at daylight to locate ’"'^ount Oourdin, which

we ascended by noon. Our aneroid gave this highest

peak on Ghoiseul an altitude of 2300 feet. PTayr con-

cluded, after a survey, that there could be no mountain

ornis at this elevation. He was right. Heached carr.p

about 5 "P.M. and worked specimens until dark. Since

there is no light in camp, the rest must be prepared

in the morning. Mayr and I found the area through

which we traversed an average mountain forest with a

sparse covering of underbrush. One could not call it

dense, for we did work our way for long distances at

a time without resorting to the uses of a bush knife

to clear a trail. The soil on the ridges and mountain-

side was comnrised of sticky red clay with numerous out-

croppings of chalky coral limestone. It could not be

called a rich area by any means.

.Another factor which we noted was the scarcity

of birds' voices. Mayr has the idea, which I carae to

adopt later on, that birds frequent human habitations,

native gardens and cleared area. One might contend that

nesting species do not exercise their \^ocal organs in

the true f orest or elsewhere. This is quite true but
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those not nesting do certainly makre their presence

knoiva.

October 21 (Monday). Mountain caran. T'ayr,

Charley and I collecting. ’layr has been a great help

in teaching me something of the bush and how to find

one’s way about without assistance. The average novice,

when beginning his bush work, blazes boy Scout trails

a yard wide that will soon confuse him in an area if

he makes enough of them. I have been told that one will

develop a bush sense in tire and will require few if any

markers. Until that time, Mayr encouraged me to leave

footprints in soft earth and always break twigs of uni-

form bushes on my left side as I went along. In that

manner, I could later on determine the length of time

since I had been over this or that trail and the direc-

tion in which I had been going. Grosstrails are alwaj^'s

confusing but this method helped to overcome this dif-

ficulty. Mayr's early advice was well grounded. I

never became definitely lost in all of my time with the

expedi ti on.

October 22 (Tuesday). Mountain camo. A note

arrived from Captain Crookshank, who has sent us two

ship's boys. Hamlin and iiyerdam are expected Thursday

or Friday. Crookshank laments the fact we are without

help and has sent us all he has. V/e are now provided

with a cook and helper. Those individuals were put to

work innediately felling trees and clearing brush. By
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night the sun had dried out our camp for the first

time in our stay here. Mayr, Charley and I huntini?,

with some good results.
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Mayr has located a skull house ur> the ridge.

I went up and took a few photos. fhis is a small

house with only four skulls. Probably belonged to a

chief and his wives.

October 2^5 (7ednesday ) . Mountain camp. Shot

an owl ( Ninox ) . This was an event. Charley and natives

gathered a large number of Callip nuts for our larder.

October 24 (Thursday). Mountain camn. Mayr

obtained an example of the desirous long- tailed pigeon

( Turooenas arassiros tris ) . The bird flew right into

camp. All of us collecting.

October 25 ("Friday). Mountain camn. I have

learned to imitate the call of the crow *Corvus). In

the bush, I make a leaf blind, hurriedly
.

get out of

sight and call loudly for a few minutes. It isn't long

until the trees in my vicinity are full of crows, all

trying vainly to locate the source of the commotion and,

at the same time, advertising their curiosity with lusty

voices. These individuals attract other species. By

this subterfuge I have added to our collection materially.

October 26 (Saturday). To the ''France.' Away

to the ship at da;/light with native Jackie (San Cristoval)

to obtain much needed supplies, carry down our specimens

and ascertain the whereabouts of Hamlin and A’yerdam.
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Heaohed the ship at 5 P.F, only to learn that Hamlin

and iiyerdam had visited the ship and gone on down the

coast to Tauro, near Manning Straits. 7e are to join

them within a few days.

Captain has painted the ship in our absence

and has completed his chart of the harbor.

October 27 (Sunday). 'France,' Sumbi. Sorted

and labeled specimens. Developed photos and packed a

few supplies to last us several days.

October 28 (Monda.y). To mountain camp. Left

the ship at daylight for the camp, with Teora and Jackie,

in the small ship's dinghy. 7e pushed the boat about 4

miles up the '.7uralata River and abandoned it, continued

on foot with our duffle. At least, we will have the use

of the boat part of the way to help bring our camping

gear out of the mountain. Pound Mayr in good spirits

upon my return. He reports that he caught Charley and

native John sitting under a tree feasting upon pigeons

( Ducula ) that they had shot. 7e have suspected them of

this time-honored custom for some time. Unfortunately,

there isn't much we can do about it except fine them

and make them more cautious or else take their guns away

from them. The latter is not propitious; we need Charley

and he knows it
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October 29 (Tuesday). Mountain camp. lHayr and

I concluded that, without assistants, we had best start

our staff hunping the cargo down to the ship immediately.

They were advised to stop at the villages and try to ob-

tain help on the way if possible. Mayr with John, the

culprit, to carry his hunting coat and bush knife, as-

cended Mount Grourdin again to make doubly sure nothing

had been overlooked. I collected near camp.

October 30 ('Wednesday ) . To 'France.' Teora

and co-hosts returned from the 'France' at daylight with-

out additional carriers. .7e broke camp, proportioned the

duffle, and started for the ship. I took charge of the

specimens in Ohapin’s bird case, \Thile liayr carried his

tent over his shoulders. Scarcely had we gone a mile

before a heavy storm overtook us and flooded the river

area. In a terrific downpour, trooical streams are known

to rise 20 feet in an hour. ?e were forced to march

through water up to our necks in deoth. Mayr's tent

soon became water-logged and develooed into a staggering

load. How the duffle all got through it is a mystery.

Luckily, the specimens were kept dry.

Toward evening, as we massed through the vil-

lage of Oiraa Grima, the natives rushed out,wringing their

hands, and explaining in one breath, that if we had only

told them of our intentions, they would have gladly come

up to camp and assisted us. If by any chance, those boys

understood profanity, I am convinced that they retained
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an aocurate conception of our lasting impression of them.

T^eaohed the ship a little after dark.

October 31-November S ( Thursday- Sat urda’’') • To

Tauro. Sailed daylight, Thursday, arrived Tauro

Saturday. Our time on board spent in labeling specimens

and drying gear. I'ayr with a recurrence of fever.

Upon reaching Tauro, we sent the ship's boat

ashore to find Hamlin and liyerdam. They came on board

at 8 P.M., reporting an unsuccessful search for T'icrogoura .

Tauro, by the way, is reported to be the locality where

Meek obtained his specimens.

November (Sunda.y). Tauro. Hamlin and I

developing pictures, assorting gear, etc.

November 4 (Monday). Tauro. Crew cutting fire-

wood and watering ship. Hamlin has decided to leave David

here to continue the search for Mic rogoura while we sail

to Tulagi . Mr, Frankie Flannelmouth Hazelgree/v' a recruiter,

will take David to Grizo in time to catch the next mail boat.

He will also dispatch letters to the ’Tuseurn for us.

lilyerdem became hopelessly lost in the swamps

to-day. This is not his first offense. He is a striking

example of a man, who concentrates so thoroughly on the

task at hand, that all surroundings become obliterated

for the nresent and future.

November 5-16 ( Tuesday-Saturday ) . To Tulagi.

This neriod spent at sea enroute to Tulagi. Ourselves

engaged variously: drying birds, labeling specimens,

writing notes, erecting bird racks, and arguing with one
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another.

Looking over the oolleotiona made In the

Mount aourdin area, I am convinoed that Mayr and I

should have produced better results. Seventy-six

specimens of desirable (not well represented in Beck's

collections), species were taken in ten collecting

days. These were obtained under trying circumstances.

There were no natives in the immediate vicinity nor

others to help us about camp. I was making my debut

to tropical camps and was more or less helpless.

Though the lessons learned there started me on the

way. Mayr, who was experienced, was lost without

native cooperation, lastly, our equipment was of a

slap-dash composition.

Hamlin and -iyerdara, on the other hand, though

not returning with quite the amount of material Mayr and

I possessed, beat us hands down on the quality of de-

sired species. They displayed some very fine contribu-

tions to our collections.

No end of controversies arose over the status

of Microgoura meeki . Natives have insisted that numbers

of domestic cats have been brought to the island from

time to time, that these have gone wild, and, as a conse-

quence, have destroyed the bird or else driven it into

the interior.

There is also the probability that this species

is one of local distribution, which restricts itself to
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small definite localities where food Is obtainable.

Prom future observations, I might surmise

that this species could be similar to Relnwardtoenas

brownl of the Bismarck archipelago. The latter feeds

on small white and purple berries of a low tree which

grows along rocky ledges near mountain streams.

Beinwardtoenas never varies his diet and, I am con-

vinced, migrates many miles to procure food. One might

spend a year ascertaining the habits of the bird, but

once learned would have no difficulty in obtaining speci-

mens.

There is no assurance either that one hunter

having collected a particular species in a given area,

another could return some years later and dunlicate the

nrocedure.

November 17 (Sunday). Tulagi. Crookshank

brought the 'Prance' into Tulagi harbor at mid-night and

anchored her at iilllia Gove, preparatory to slipjiing. Grew

cleaned the ship and were granted a holiday. John and

Pairbuttah (Malaita natives) dismissed from the vessel.

Jack (San Gristoval) to remain. The white complement

ashore to shake their sea legs and acquaint themselves

with the local citizens.

November 18 (Monday). Tulagi. Gap tain Grook-

shank leaves the '‘!<'rance. ' 7/illiatf; H. Burrell is enrout e

from Sydney to take command. This is ray first intimation

of this. Alfonso and Paulo, two small Malaita boys, who
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have been acting in the oanacity of ship's oook: and

cabin attendant will remain with us a few days, until

others are found to replace them.

Hamlin ashore to interview Kister Chong, the

shipwright and slip master , regarding the vessel. i'he

'Prance' is too large for the Chinaman's slip way. /J*-

ter some controversy, they agreed to pull the vessel up

stern first in hopes that they could get her far enousrh

out of the water to undertake repairs on the stern tube

and propeller.

All hands occupied shifting niggerhead ballast

and stores from the after part of the vessel to the bow.

i’oward the middle of the afternoon, the main hold being

filled, began piling ballast on deck around the windlass.

November 19 (Tuesday). Tulagi. Here crew

employed unshipping rudder which must be removed in this

vessel while ship is still in the water. Oddly, the

rudder trunk must be pushed down through the frame and

not up. This inconvenience has brought on complications

before. Sails were unbent and booms unshipped and stored

in the main hold. Anchors and cables arranged as required

preparatory to slipping vessel. At 5 P.M. an attempt was

made to haul the vessel up, "on the hard," but failed,

vessel drawing too much water aft.

November 20 (Tednesday). Tulagi. Tlontoro in

at 6 A.M. with letters from the Museum. Captain Burrell

to inspect the ship. Burrell, Crookshank, Gapt . Saunders,

Elder, Ellis, and others to render advioe. All agreed
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that the only way in which the vessel could be brought

out of the water would be additional weight forward to

force the stern farther out of the water.
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Crew employed shifting more ballast ^’orward

around the windlass. This is very risky business. The

vessel is becoming tender and top-heavy. 6 P.I,''.
,

the

stern of the vessel was drawn far enough out of the

water to make repairs possible.

November 21 (Thursday). Captain Burrell takes

command under a two-year contract. He is a man of seventy,

with long years of experience in sailing ships behind him.

At his advanced time in life, we find him irritable,

liverish and exceedingly difficult to understand.

The 'France's' stern is now high and dry out

of the water with tradesmen at work below. The position

of the vessel is, indeed, a precarious one. The center

of the keel is balanced on a coral ledge under the water,

with the stern clear and the bow weighted down with store

ballast. The heavy false keel, v\hich Hamlin had fastened

to the true keel a year or more ago, appears to be the

only thing that is keeping the vessel -^rom breaking her

back.

Heavy lines and kedge anchors have run out

forward of the ship, to keep her steady. The worst strain,

of course, comes at low tide when the largest proportionate

amount of the vessel is out of the water. All of us, in-

cluding Hamlin, are a trifle uneasy over this arrangement.

This is the only method by which the 'France'
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could be repaired in this port. Though the rest of us

criticized Hamlin rather severely for this risk, it

turned oat that he was far shrewder than we were. Ham-

lin kept his ship centrally located in this group while

the rest of us were collecting and furthermore was on

hand when we were ready to being operations on ’''^alaita.

Had he gone to damarai or Habaul, 500 or 600 miles away

in his present financial condition, it is doubtful

whether Malaita would have been completed by the end of

19 .-^0 .

November 22 (i^riday). Tulagi. Arose to find

that the strain on the vessel in her present condition

had loosened the calking in the sides of the ship forward.

7ater had entered the main hold and flooded it. This ne-

cessitated the removal of all nerishable material to the

hulk 0^ the old sailing ship 'Hawk' which was lying nearby.

One might ask why we didn't store our effects in
a shed or house while the vessel was on the slip. Unfor-
tunately, there was nothing of that nature available in the
harbor.

All of Mayr's effects and notes from his New
Sulnea expedition, our personal things .clothing, sails,
bird collecting material, shells, etc. xere soaked. There
vtaa nothing to do but wash all of It In rresh water to re-
move the salt and hang the stuff In the sun to dry. 7e
were disturbed over this adversity and asked ourselves why
so many misfortunes should strike us all at once. John

is, Tulagi s sailtnafcer and philosopher summed up the
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situation rather aptly, later on, by remarking, "such

things are sent to try one, 'William."

November 2 ^ (Saturday). Tulagi. Ship-wrights

at work removing stern tube and repairing gland. Grew

employed cleaning exposed copper normally under the water

line.

It is necessary, with wooden vessels in tropical

areas, to cover that portion of a ship's hull, which is

under water, with either copper paint or a copper Munz

metal preparation. This protection guards the hull of a

ship against the action of the Teredo worm which attacks

and bores into almost all kinds of wood.

Munz metal, though more expensive as an initial

outlay, will often withstand 15 or 20 years of service be-

fore being replaced. ,7hile copper paint must be renewed

every 6 months. To quote cash values: a $2500 outlay

will average 15 years 'wear, while a $l6o job will only

cover a period of 6 months.

'.7hen Beck reconditioned the ' France' in Suva

Fiji in 1925 (?),he first of all put a heaver coat of tar

over the lower hull of the ship, then nailed a layer of

felt roofing over the tar. He then painted the roofing

with another coat of tar and lastly nailed on his Munz

metal. This process gave the 'France' a sound substantial
under surface.

-H.n examination of the hull while nartially on

the slip showed her to be sound and in good order below
decks. Above, new rigging and more sails must be added
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as soon as funds are available.

Mayr and I engaged drying effects, Syerdam re-

packing 19 benzine cases of shells which were taken to

Burns Philp and Go's bulk store at Makambo to be stored

for the present.

November 24 (Sunday). Tulagi. The Resident

Comm Is si oner of the Solomon Islands, I,’r. P. N. Ashley,

has granted Mayr, Eyerdara and me permission to travel on

the H. M. S. 'Ranadi' (Government vessel), to San Gristo-

val while that vessel Is engaged in visiting government

outposts

.

'7hen Beck turned over the expedition to Hamlin

in 1923, he left instructions for Hamlin to work the

mountain area of San Gristoval if possible. Beck had pre-

viously worked only the lowlands of that island.

Hamlin seized this opportunity to place the rest

of us in the field while he was engaged in Tulagi with

the 'Prance.' He planned at this time to Join us with

the 'Prance' when the shipwrights and engineer had finished

their work. The field party busy all day arranging

equipment for a one-month sojourn in the mountains of

San Gristoval.

November 25-27 (Monday-'7ednesda.v ) . Enrou:e

San Gristoval. I!ayr, E'^erdmi a.id I with native Jackie,

a citizen of San Gristoval, sailed aboard the H.M.S.

Ranadi at 9 A.M. Mondiy. Kira, Kira, San Gristoval,

the Government post v^as reached 7ednesday afternoon at

4 P.M. Several calls were made enroute at Government
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stations on Malaita and Ugi Islands.

',7hile in Tulagi, some feeling cropped out among

the personnel over the leadership of the exoedition and

what Hamlin intended to do. I felt, and stressed the

point, that in as much as my contract with the Museum

stated that I would take over when Hamlin left the field,

I was reticent about assuming that role while Hamlin re-

mained. I preferred to adopt a, "let nature take its

course," attitude while I continued to feel my along

and acquaint myself with conditions in the field. I am

afraid that this passive manner of mine was misconstrued,

by others, as pig-headedness on my part though it was not

intended that way.

The following letter to the Museum outlines,

pretty well, conditions at the moment.

H. Bl. S. Hanadi

.

Enroute San Cristobal

November 27th, 1929.

Uy dear Dr. Murphy:

The Prance, after many da,vs at Choiseul Island,

has at last reached Tulagi where the Chinese shinwright

has succeeded in pulling her stern out of water to under-

take repairs on the propeller shaft. This m.atter plus re-

pairs on deck and on the engine, will take nerhaps a month

before their completion. I think it better that I leave

these matters to Hamlin as he will cover them thoroughly
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in his letters.

In the meantime. Dr. Mayr, liyerdam and myself

will collect in the highlands of Bauro (San Cristobal).

The mountains of this island reach 4000 feet in height

and have not been worked by this expedition here- to-for e

.

Hamlin plans to bring the Prance to Bauro upon its comple-

tion, meet us, and proceed to Malaita.

Hennell, Malaita and several small islands are

all that remain of the Solomon Croup. It is hoped that we

can complete all of these by March lst,19S0. Following the

Solomons, Hamlin and Mayr both urge the Carolines as the

next ob;)ective. They point out that that group is much

more important but I remember that my instructions from

you state specifically that New Caledonia should be worked

after the Solomons. Hamlin has cabled you regarding this

matter before this.

Mayr and Hamlin both think that a separate e^--

pedition should be sent to New Caledonia but I insist that

if that Croup is not worked not it probably never will

be. Two months if but a short time in the life of a ven-

ture of this size.

Hamlin is quite right in feeling that the ’^rance

cannot last forever. It should cover the most important

ground first. The schooner was built of soft woo'd and that

alone is dangerous in the tropics. Further-more, though

it is such an easy matter to cast stones at Mr. Beck, that

gentleman ran the vessel for all it was worth without a
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thought of the future. Consequently Mr. Hanlln has spent

much time and money on repairs the past tvto years.

The 5’rance is not primarily a beat fitted for

expedition work. It was built to be a copra carrier, and,

while it contains space and bulk, it does not support ade-

quate facilities for the comfort of the personnel. How

much better it would have been had Mr. Beck centered his

attentions upon a lugger of some kind.

At present the maintenance of the schooner

quickly eats up the stipend allotted to the expedition and

does not permit funds for repairs or adjustments. The

engine too is hardly large enough for the vessel. Though

it can be considered a fair engine it is an intricate one

and'must be handled carefully. The element of luck must

be relied upon when dealing with this machine, for it can

run smoothly for a long period of time or it could be in

the repair shop all of the time. i£ngineers in this part

of the world are not registered in Class "A."

I am not discouraged about the outlook but I do

feel that you should plan upon spending a short time with

the expedition in the future that you might acquaint your-

self with the working end of the venture. The element of

time that lapses between communications tends toward laxity

at both ends of the organization, it cannot help it. Just

so, I feel that you should have actual acquaintance with

us in the field.

Mr. Hamlin has signified his intention of turning
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the expedition over to me as soon as the vessel is re-

oaired. He also wishes to remain with the vessel if we

go to the Carolines next. I realize only too well the

possibilities of friction if a former leader turns the

reigns over to some one else and continues with the ven-

ture. I must say frankly that I am not very enthusiastic

about such a move.

Dr. Mayr and Mr. Syerdam are both quite en-

thusiastic about the expedition. The latter, llr. Syerdam,

has collected well over a thousand pounds of shells and

has them stored at Tulagi. He requests that you ask Dr.

Minor whether the shells are to be sent to New York or to

Dr. Iredale at Sydney Australia. Dr. Iredale at Sydney

will gladly identify the shells for one series of the sane.

Also the Sydney Museum has consented to store the shells

for the exoedition if Dr. Minor would care to have them

assembled there. He will do nothing with these until we

have a communication from you or Dr. Minor. As you will

remember, I explained that Mr. S;</Brdam spent some time

with Dr. Iredale whi^e we were in Sydney last July.

There are several items that we would appreciate

from New York. First of all the double barrel twenty gauge

shot guns are about worn out. Daily use tends to bring

deterioration quickly. I wish you would forward three or

four double barrel twenty gauge shot guns with a half dozen

auxilliary tubes. The shot guns should be hammer guns

because the hammerless ones are of too intricate a mechanism
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for the tropics and besides are dangerous when the safety

refuses to function.
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I must stress again the need of publications

for our work here. Whether we go either to the Carolines

or New Caledonia we should have publications of the avi-

fauna of the regions. If you cannot furnish books or pam-

phlets please let us have lists. and descriptions. Furtheiv

more do send us descriptions of the rare forms that you

desire.

iUnclosed you will find a descriptive sheet for

field notes on birds. I wish you would please have a few

hundred of these printed for the expedition. The average

notebook is too small for notes and I do not like to tie

a good label on a fresh bird. ITuch better to write out

the good label at some convenient time and give legible

data.

One further note of a personal nature. The

tropics do retard ones mental processes and besides I

never could learn to spell properly. So please make al-

lowances for the ramblings in my letters.

Best wishes.
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November 28 (Thursday). Kira Kira. Kr. P.

M. Campbell, the acting district officer of San Cris-

toval, stationed here at Kira Kira has graciously in-

57

vited our party to live with him at his Government sta-

tion while we are making oreparations for the journey

into the interior.

Mr. Campbell, who has been a patrol officer,

recruiter, district officer and plantation owner in the

eastern Solomons for a period of 20 years (1929), is

perhaps better acquainted with the interior of San Cris-

toval than any other white man living or dead.

Je explained our mission to him, an ornithologi-

cal survey of the highest altitudes of the island. Our

host forthwith drew a map of that portion of the interior

which would include the mountains required, marked off the

location of the villages we would encounter there and

dispatched police boys into the interior to round up

carriers for us. A procedure that required about one

hour in time. 7hat a contrast this was to Mayr's and

my experience on Choiseul Island.

Our party spent the day near the station making

a collection of lowland material that we might familiarize

ourselves with that ornis before proceeding into the

mountains. The area around the station was rather poor,

mostly secondary bush with little or no true forest.

November 29 (i^riday). To Do Ha Ha. Away

with 15 carriers at 7 A.M. We crossed an OOO-foot water-

Then followed along a plateau to
shed almost immediately.
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the village of !?ama Hair.a Bea where we had lunch and

gave our carriers a feed of rice. J'ollowing this,

all of us descended another ridge to the "Ravo Hiver

which is the largest in this cart of the island. This

river has its source in southern side of the island

where, contrary to the maps, the highest reaches are

found. It flows in a northerly direction to Janoni

Bay, which is east of our starting point. Our party

followed the course of the Havo }^iver all afternoon

and camped at night at the village of Bo ^a Ra which

was situated on a ridge some 400 feet above the bed

of the river.

Mountain natives, all over these islands,

place their villages on some exposed spur or ridge re-

gardless of the distance from drinking water. There

are two reasons for this procedure, one, to keep above

the flood line of rivers when those are turbulent, and,

two, to form, as much as possible, a natural protection

against tribal enemies.

Comfortable quarters were found for the night

in a Grovernment rest house. 7e skinned out the few

specimens obtained and retired early.

November .'^0 (Saturday). To Huno Caldaha. Broke

Gamp at 6:00 A.M. and followei the course of the Ravo

River all day. ,7e crossed and recrossed the river sonie

60 times during the process of the day's march, iis the

river bed was strewn with all sizes of boulders, we found
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walking very difficult and tiring, indeed. Our carriers

became exhuasted toward afternoon and had to be driven.

\'Ie were thankful that the district officer had engaged

them or we would probably have been dumped (our packs

thrown down and left).

The canyon through which we were passing, with

400 to 700 feet cliffs on each side, was composed, to

quote H. B. Gruppy, ” of extensively altered volcanic rocks

of great geological age, which have been formed and sub-

jected to change at considerable depths and are sometimes

highly crystalline. The prevailing rocks, in their

order of frequency, are dolcrites, usually much altered,

diorites, often granitoid or coarsely crystalline; labbros;

diabases; serpentines and serpentiniaed rocks; felspar-

rocks ( saussur i tic ) etc."

Small mountain streams, many' times containing

picturesque waterfalls, which entered the Bavo River,

were observed as we traveled along. The tops O'*’ ridges

and mountains were covered with luxurious vegetation.

Numbers of small Gollocalia and a few sandpipers ( Tringa

hypoleuca )
.?ere observed as we marched along. Few calls

of birds were heard though because of the noise of the

tumbling water in the river.

NOTE: A severe earthquake visited this re-

gion in December 1931, causing landslide which changed

the courses of all of these rivers.

At 5 P.I.i. our oarty reached the village of

Huno laldaha situated on a ridge 700 feet above the
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bed of the river. Here, the carriers insisted, vvas the

nearest village to the 4000-foot mountain marked on

Campbell's chart. 7e were now about 25 miles in the

interior and camped at an elevation of 1900 feet.

.Ve pitched camp, fed our carriers a generous

quantity of rice and paid them for their labors, one

shilling each for each day of packing. Those departed

with full bellies and in good spirits, leaving the

work of straightening camp to the inhabitants of the

Vi llage

.

I might add that rice is conceded to be the

foremost luxury in the commissariat of the native of

the bush who does not have frequent contact with the

white man. On the other hand, rice is the cheapest and

most compact provision a white man can carry in bush

with him. One ninety-pound bag of rice will feed a line

of 20 carriers for 5 days.

Another trick we learned this trip was to is-

sue each boy one ship's hard biscuit and a cup of hot

tea well sweetened with sugar before he started out with

his load in the morning. Natives normally do not eat

until 10 or 11 o'clock. This small renast did, I am sure,

give them an added push off in the cold early morning

atmosphere and add miles to the day's journey.

Another incident well worth recording took

place just after our arrival in this village. 7e had

given our carriers their rice and they, in turn, looked

for a container large enough in which to cook it. One
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Of the villagers retner’bered that a friend on a neigh-

boring ridge had a large iron kettle that would serve

the purpose. .7hy not get that? The villager picked

up a stick and hamaered a few times on a big hollow

wooden drum (aaramout) hanging near the chief's house.

Sure enough in fifteen minutes here came two young men

lugging the heavy pot.

Any doubts in my mind concerning the ability

of natives to communicate their language with drum sig-

nals were shattered then and there.

December 1 (Sunday). Huno (Jaldaha. The day

was spent in arranging the camp to meet our needs, a

large house was rented at the rate of one stick of trade

tobacco per diem. For sleeping purposes, a lean-to was

built adjoining for a cook house. Near by another leaf

house was erected where we could sit outside with nlenty

of light and air while preparing specimens. The old chief

-vas appointed (^.reased) with sticks of tobacco per week
to run our camp ,and loeep off all interfering curiosity

seekers. .7e had the natives dam up a tiny mountain stream
near by and, with the aid of a bamboo oole cut in half,

erect us a shower bath. Other natives were engaged to

bring us vegetables at regular intervals
» Others to pro-

cure firewood and still another, a small boy, to help

"Jackie", our cook, to wash clothes and keep our part of

the village clean. By Monday morning, we had an orderly
camp ready for work.

fiyerdam, who turned his nose up at orderliness
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and oamp arrangement, went hunting and returned in the

early afternoon with 16 specimens which required our

immediate attention. So we were not many hours in get-

ting to our task.

December 2 (Monday). Huno Graldaha. Mayr, Eyer-

dam, and I hunting. 'fe engaged the services of three

locals to help us. Those were provided with guns and ac-

companied us to get a little training before starting out

on their own. All of us returned in the afternoon to

work soecimens. Eight at the beginning, we found the sand-

flies tormenting us. These small mites gnawed at our

legs, arras, hands, necks, and faces. At times, they

became intolerable but nestered us throughout all of

our stay.

December 3 ( Tuesday'- )• Huno laldaha. All hunting

again with various results. The specimens brought in by

the natives are usually dirty and bloody. This is the

usual procedure until they le.-drn to keep their material

clean. The quantity of the material right from the start

was very good. But the more desirable material must come

later when the natives learn what we desire most.

Mayr is making a list of the native names of

birds which are identified as specimens are brought in.

Mayr, having a fair knowledge of the ornis of the island,

is able to describe other species somewhat similar to ma-

terial at hand. By this method, he is acquiring a working

vocabulary of native na’ies that will be indispensable in

guiding the native hunters.
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This alone is a striking example of the ne-

cessity of a working knowledge of the ornis of a region

on the cart of a collector before he enters an area.

I have 'Tayr to thank for this lesson which

was indispensable to me in the future and added many

more species to the ;7hitney collections.

December 4 (Tednesday ) . Huno laldaha. All

of us hunting with our native attendants.

December 5 (Thursday). Huno Daldaha. Ilayr

and I remained in camp to clean up material left over

from yesterday. iCyerdam hunting with native complement.

December 6 (Friday). Huno laldaha. I.'.ayr and

I at birds; .Valter hunting. The natives have goae off

alone for the first time. Charley brought in a rail, a

Porzana. ,7e made a great fuss over Charley and his bird

much to the chagrin of John and .Villie, our object

being to create a spirit of jealousy among the hunters

and produce better results.

December 7 (Saturda.v). Huno Caldaha. ?.?ayr

and I in camp; Valter hunting, natives collecting.

Mayr and I have adopted a habit pf arising at daylight,

having a cold bath, breakfast, and then at the birds.

.Vork stops at dark. Those specimens left over are hung

up in the cool air to keep until morning. Ilost species

Aill remain fresh until the next day. Valuable speci-

mens are orepared at once. One never risks decomposi-

tion with them.

December 8 (Sunday). Huno Caldaha. Mayr and
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I at speolrtiens; natives hunting. Jlyerdarr: in the bush

for conchologiGal material. Hundreds of natives are

passing through on their way to a big festival. 3very
party brings a few vegetables or fruits which they

wish to sell for smoking tobacco. Our larder is filled
to overflowing with all sorts of things. Taro, yams,

sweet potatoes, pineapples, lemons, sour oranges, pau
pau, onions, greens, bananas and even cocoanuts brought
up from the opposite seacoast.

purchases the common balus,

OMUlS
J^l flea . which is boiled Into soap for a meat

oourse. Our cook: at times mates special dishes of taro
and yam puddings frosted with thick cocoanut milk or
covered with shreaded galllp nuts. It Is such an easy
matter to live here In the tropics with natives near at
hand to contribute to our table.

aecember 9 (Monday). To Ha lau. Ma.vr and
fiyerdam have suggested that I should accompany the
Village to the big festival. They agreed to remain
in camp with the two native hunters and continue with
the collecting in my absence.

I set out with the inhabitants of Huno laldaha
village, traveled In their party and reached Ha lau some
18 miles distance just at dusk. There leaders of the
village found me a corner in a house where I could ad-
vantageously rest out o-p the rain cn/t <tne rain and witness the forth-
coming performance.

This festival is an annual affair, something
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on the order of our American Thanksgiving. No one

could tell me of the origin, but all agreed that,-^or

generations, this one tine of year had been set aside

as a truce period when all villages and clans from this

eastern half of the island assembled, feasted and set-

tled their quarrels and differences as amicably as

possible

.

Each :''-ear the high chief of one designated

clan is appointed or chosen to build a large festival

house in his village where the next annual festival

is to be held. This appointee in turn becomes the

master of ceremonies for that year. Because of the

number of clans and the fact that each must be repre-

sented in the annual rotation, it is rarely that one

individual chief will have this singular distinction

conferred upon him more than once in a lifetime. Kis

honor and position as well as that of his clan rest

upon his and their ability to conduct this one cere-

mony. They feel their position keenly and strive to

make their perfomance the best that has ever been

given.

A whole year is spent building, carving and

decorating a huge festival house, which is usually SOO

feet long by 75 feet wide by 15 feet high. This is

filled to the top, at the time of feastin’?, with every

variety of native foods obtainable. Even smoked fish

porpoise, and cocoanuts are brought in from the seacoast.

I might add that it is no small feat of engineering to
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plant, raise and purchase such perishables as bananas,

pau pau, taro and sijveet potatoes to have them ripen

and ready to eat just at the time of^ the festival.

Pigs, dogs and fowl are fattened for the con-

sumption of the guests. Long distances are covered by

the natives to seek out and purchase the largest and

best porkers obtainable. Since pig now replaces human

flesh, I am told that in the old days wars and raids

were organized systematically to obtain human flesh for

this ceremony.

Vast fortunes, according to native standards,

are squandered by the hosts to make possible a success-

ful undertaking. Years are spent ,bef or ehand and after-

ward , clearing up the financial deficit that accompanies

this event. Nothing is ever given or loaned by others

but must be purchased, --even outside labor if that is

required.

Upon the evening of the first day of the fes-

tival, the clans from directions in which their village^

lie (north, south, east and west) assemble just out of

sight of the village in the corresponding directions of

their journey. 3ach of the ^o ur groups in turn makes a

grand entrance into the village, running, yelling, waving,

clubs, spears and themselves covered with all sorts of

paint and paraphernalia. 3ach charges around the festi-

val house for a period of 10 to 15 minutes before retiring

to the lirectional side to watch the other groups make

their debut.
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Night follCTS 3 ,
when the tiTne is given over

to dances, singing and later tribal disputes. The old

chiefs all assemble for the latter which took the form

of court to hear and judge differences that have arisen

during the last year. I presume that, in the nast, these

courts were relatively gory, when plaintiff and defendant

discicssei the merits of their cases with clubs, knives

and spears. There are many records of deaths occurring

at these gatherings. During my stay several entertaining

fist fights were witnessed but nothing excentional in

quality took place.

Daylight brought a display of young women,

when all girls eligible for marriage decked themselves

out in strings of shell money and paraded in the nude

before prospective purchasers. Those interested were

the parents of some prospective groom and not that

gentleman himself, strange to say. Prices ranging from

a dozen pigs down to bargain counter thrift would be

threshed out later on. This was but a preview.

After the parade all able-bodied men were en-

gaged in killing, singeing, butchering and cooking with

hot stoves some 65 pigs that had been assembled.

At noon the pigs and the contents of the fes-

tival house were distribut ed,more or less equally, to

each and everyone present. I received a hind quarter of

pig, stock of bananas and a bag of taro as my share.

Immediately after the festival house was emptied

of its contents, the building was burned. I’ollowinsc this.
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tiie elders met and elected the master of ceremonies

and site for the next year's festivities. The time,

I presume, was worked out by some stellar observance.

After the distribution of the food, parties

began a leisurely return to their villages carrying

their gifts with them to be consumed at home or enroute.

r had hoped to take a number of pictures of

this pe r-^’ormance ,
but was distressed wi th mist and rain

all of the time.

Reached home at Huno Saldaha late at night.

December 11 ('Vednesday) . Huno Graldaha. Mayr,

at the breakfast table, through mouthfulSof roast pig,

informed me that the culprit, Mr. 3yerdam, had run away

into the bush and had not helped Mayr with bird skinning

during my absence, le concluded that Mr. Eyerdam had

better remain in camp with us the rest of the time were

were here.

It is strange how many able-bodied young men

revolt at the idea of preparing specimens. The work is

monotonous, to be sure, but at the same time very in-

teresting.

December IS (Thursday). Huno Galdaha. Cur

hunters out; ourselves in camp. One of our boys brought

in a black hawk and another a rail. \7e have them pretty

well keyed up and desperately jealous of one another.

December i:^ (Erida,v). Huno Graldaha. Native.

Charley brought in a new ground bird at noon, which I.:ayr

thinks is a new genus and calls a Geo-pitta. Mayr became
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so excited over the specimen that he had a nervous re-

lapse and had to go to bed for the rest of the day,

NOTE: It is true i^vith people, i)vho have been

some time in tropical countries and subjected to ma-

larial fever,that they will come down with nervous dis-

orders and malarial fever after a few moments of unusual

excitement. I have noticed this with both Hamlin and

Mayr and later with myself.

December 14 (Saturday). Huno Graldaha. Our

old chief has a son, whom we call Stupid, whom he is

very anxious of making into a good shoot boy, thereby

bringing glory and more tobacco into the family coffers.
It

For two days hand running we have given son stupid a mus-

ket and five cartridges in hopes that this young man will

acquire something extraordinary,'^also partly to appease

the paternal conscience of the chief as well.

To-day, the stupid one returned with a new

hawk, an owl, (Si nox). another example of leo-pitta, a

Grallioolumba, a Hypotaenidia, and enough other desirable

material to warrant a reward of 5 shillings in cash, which

goes to prove that one can never tell by the looks of a

native just what he will do.

The old chief, the father, nearly burst himself

with pride while the other hunters, John, Charley and Ben-

nie, became so incensed with jealousy that they caught son

stupid at the edge of the village later in the evening and

thumped the daylights out of him. Gharle,v turned in his

gun and basket and demanded that we teach him to skin birds.



-<1 aUOTrt. T s 5;-rf firt n-Bii,9ns <>»!? TfTO S«}ir,v.e oe
. o:,3 >0 Joe^ »dJ Ssd OS 05 .art : ,a eo,aX

c:l 51 :2S0!,

05 t-05 d-

E

^oin-dnudo n-o},c:t: ai - aJJ -.-at

-U!- 5, . ,.„a£ ..^oo :ija ^o,;5 5«:-,.a„oi
r-To lo 05«-:edn oo': 8 ^S55a -.ovs' Xoiaalo „,:a

' )X.a.rt (15od .UlcBjds X)Ool5<,!; svr ri : ,*.„ao5joite

.tlebvf^ a:} 2w r&;jx' c

*rc j oiiuH . { v©/)^x;^pe
, -r; direoftG

El ei'. .'o.-iff Xlfif) »;v^:o.irr ,nne b c^ad leirfo Mo
vcfe-e»j

, .-a Joorfs luo^ e ojni ddoixrra \riov

.3 loo .li'.Xi. odd odii ooondoJ ©*i.jra /ina .;,io jk. Iju.lKf

ft i^l-7cdc isOH :r}vig ©vafi ©r mirAWi Xinod u^^eL owd io*?

i?' 'i; T Tii-rirr,^; eldd da ; d eoqo.-i ni eojiii^dxj'TBo &v /,fLs do3i

o&i^ea.a od oe: ^ ’\x'tj..nir.'xoaidxo ynid" rroe -^^iBpoa

.lie?. t)B lei do end eoiieice.ioo '0r”i''daq sdd

r^
- B k-fdl?r to.VH/dai -/ro Micde eid

ft ^0 eioic X© isiidons h.rW^.l^o xjf .<ifed

'...rfdo nypox-s . n,. . , xMxios d .-

b

,ftd. .: :oei

••
, . 3i rr] “i lo ripfr •. dr.a *’:;- tt od laliedB'

0»

5 lo 3)<ooI add r.d fi«j tcvo.t ,tao r no dadd avono od 3eo^

• of lii^ ed jfldw Jao'
t ,

^epid denird '.J-cee, ,i©ddf^ ©dd / idt ^£o ©dT

I '^nn alnadC .ndo: ,8*r6d;Tod -rerido a.id ellriw oM*ri^ ad i-

d ' ^B^J ’f.ac-.j dsLld "'Bkio i.Ber. JJ^.. loBnoonl oa ©/aroed ,oL

©r<d r.l nedfa S^^'Mlv ©dd lo of)d ia 'j

:;i nl -«fi . d: ..rj;; 't- d ro aj-fsU-^CBV add

I :
''

r> ' ' .'ni ; -iv ' d 37 5iwid oe ^ .-reJ^ JViii d«iierd



70

December 15 (Sunda^v). Huno laldaha. Native

Charley begins roughing out thick-skinned birds. Cook

Jackie shifted to hunting. Natives swamped us with

birds. Mayr, Eyerdam and I preparing specimens.

December 16 (Monday). Huno Caldaha. Day of

hard continuous rains, one of very few at this camp. A

Hypotaenidia phillipensis walked into the village during

the rain and took a bath in a pool of water caused by

the rain. A most unusual observation on our part. I

collected the specimen.

The sandfly bites have caused us to scratch

our legs and have brought on a number of island sores

among the white complement. I can hardly walk from

their ill effects.

December 17 (Tuesda.y). Huno laldaha. Hunters

swamped us with specimens. Eyerdam and Charley both

daing well with bird skirjiing.

December 18 ( Tednesday ) . Huno Caldaha. All

of us in camp; natives collecting. Another Geo-pitta.

Packed a number of dried specimens for the journey down

to the coast.

December 19 (Thursday). Huno Galdaha. En-

gaged as previously.

Decem.ber EO p!^riday). Huno Galdaha. 7e are

out of gasoline with which to clean specimens and have

had to resort to wood ashes in place of corn meal when

skinning specimens. Now about ready to break cam.p.
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December 81 (Saturday). Huno laldaha. Sent

out a call for carriers. Hunters turned in good ma-

terial including another ninox . Note from Hamlin in

Tulagi, dated December 6, reached us stating that he

would reach Kira Kira December 28 or 2^. '.7e concluded

to break canp at once.

December 22 and 2^ (Sunday, Monday). To Kira

Kira. Broke camp 7:00 A.M. Sunday, departed with 16

carriers, reached Kira Kira Monday V.V. after one night

on the trail. All material came through in good order.

Carriers paid off and dismissed.

Results of the mountain trip were very favorable.

About 400 specimens, representing 47 desirable srecies,

were taken in 16 working da,ys. Only material which we

though would dovetail in with Beck's lowland collections

was retained. Natives were engaged in prenarin? speci-

mens but were found to be of no use except on large tough

skinned soecimens. On tender skinned birds, such as doves

and the smaller species, the natives tore specimens to

pieces, and those had to be discarded. Hunting was car-

ried on almost entirely by the natives. Despite their

tribal taboos on hawks, owls, doves, pigeons, they turned

in examples o” the species named as well as a wealth of

other m.aterial.

.7e allotted each hunter eight large cartridges

and ten aux. cartridges per diem with the understanding

that each man return his unexpended cartridges and used

cartridge cases at the end of the day.
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Some idea of the ability of the boys “^ay be

gained from the following record:

John 141 bi rds ( Be si rable material )

.

Charlie 113 tf TT ft

'.7illie 64 TT IT TT

Bennie 5.3
!t IT TT

The rate of pay for hunters was governed by

the quality of material brought in by them. This was a

graduating scale ranging from one stick of trade tobacco

for 3 common birds to one shilling each for Hails, Geo-

pitta, owls and black hawks.

By the use of native names we could guide the

activities of the hunters and help them along.

Nothing was paid for very common and undesirable

birds

.

The hunters accepted this

and worked the whole period without

feeling between us.

As a matter of record the

were incurred during this trip:

16 carriers inbound

14 ” outbound

Hent of house

Gash paid for birds

system quite readily

one instance of ill

following expenses

47 shillings

.38 "

1 shilling

45 shillings

M M tl If 35

Total Sixteen pounds and six shillings
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At the end of our stay we paid the old chief a

bush knife and a few yards of cheap calico for the privi-

lege of shooting birds over his land. This technicality,

though very slight to us, is all important from a native

standpoint, if one wishes to srend any time in an area.

Tobacco was also given to others who had assisted in rou-

tine work about camp. Under no consideration should one

ever leave a village with a bill unpaid, no matter how

trivial. the amount demanded for services. Natives naturally

demand two to five times the reward they exoect to receive.

The matter in question should be threshed out on the snot.

If not, news will accompany one to the next cam.p and com-

plications will arise.

I learned another very important lesson during

this sojourn in the bush. At the beginning of our stay

in camp, I called the old chief to me and demanded rather

tersely that he see to it that we were supplied with a

variety of native foods aid plenty of them. Much to my

chagrin and bewilderment a few mornings later, about 30

carriers showed up with approximately 500 pounds in weight

of every variety of foodstuffs imaginable. This was far

more than we could use. I had no other course than to

haggle with natives and purchase all of it. Mayr snickered

and recited a similar experience in New Guinea.

The natives pointed out that I had ordered the

stuff, hence I should buy it. Had I not purchased all

of their foods, I have no doubt but what they would have
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refused to bring more. My mistake lay In the faot that

I had not sneclfied, in the first place, the quantity

of eoimnestibles desired.

The following suggestions regarding food and

equipment were noted on this trip;

1. 3 or 4 tin trunks for birds skins required.

2. 2 lbs. arsenic sufficient for poisoning 400
bird skins.

1

lb. absorbent cotton sufficient to make up
75 small bird skins.

4. 5-gallon benzine tin corn meal will skin 600
birds.

5. 300 sheets newspaper, one month supply.

6. one case (30 lbs.) trade tobacco, one month.

7. 21/2 gal. kerosene for lamps, one month.

8. 90-pound bag rice will feed 20 carriers for
5 days with sufficient amount left over to
allow 3 men 1''2 cup of rice per diem for 30
days (to be' used in soups).

The following, on coramestibles for -3 men, were

recorded;

25 lbs. flour, one month.

2 " porridge, one week.

3 ” sugar, one week.

2 " butter, ” ”..

5 one-lb. tins corn beef, one week.

100 hard biscuits, one week (white's only).

2 lbs. tinned jam, one week.

2 " tea, one month.

1/2 lb. cocoa, one week.
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1 lb . salt , 2 weeks.

1 large tin milk per diem.

1 tin pepner, one month.

75

For native carriers:

1 hard biscuit each per diem.

2 lbs. cheap trade tea per camp.

5 to 10 lbs. sugar per trip of 2 or r5 days (20

carri ars )

.

December 24 (Tuesday). Kira Kira. Mr. Campbell

has received word indirectly through Mr. Lazerus, a

trader, that Hamlin expects to bring the '^rance' down

here by Christmas time, './e are eagerly awaiting his ar-

rival .

Campbell killed a bullock for the Christmas

festivities. Myself unoacking and examining material

from the bush.

A number of island sores developed on my legs

during the trip inland. I am doctoring them with a

chinasol preparation and wet racks.

December 25 (Tednesday ) . Kira Kira. Christmas

Daj'". It didn't seem tiat way to us with the heat and the

surroundings. Campbell distributed tobacco 'and calicoes

to his natives as is customary at this time. Most of the

bullock was given to the blacks for a feast as well.

December 26 (Thursday). Kira Kira. No sign

of Hamlin, so concluded to continue collecting until

we are out of supplies. ,7e rigged up a work bench in one
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of the Government storehouaes.

December E7 ( Friday'" ). Kira Kira. Gantain

jlrnie Palmer, aboard his A ^K Mendana, arrived to-day

with a letter from Hamlin reporting adverse circum-

stances in Tulagi. He advised us to remain on for

the oresent and do the best we could. He promised

either to come for us or send some means of transpor-

tation in the near future.

Ourselves collecting desirable material

near the station.

December E8 (Saturday). To Santa Anna Island.

Mr. Campbell will accompany Palmer to the small island

of Santa Anna to collect taxes from the natives. He

has invited us to accompany him there. <7e have accented

as we have neither materials with which to collect sneci-

mens nor food. Mayr and Hyerdam are especially anxious

to meet Mr. Kuper who is a fellow countryman of theirs.

During our few days in the lowlands ^5 speci-

mens, representing 16 species, were added to the collec-

tions. Here again only material, which we thought

would add to Beck's series, was retained.

December E9 (Sunday). Santa Anna Island.

Aboard the 'Mendana' during the night. Peached Santa

Anna at daylight. Henry Kuper gave us a rather rough

welcome. He seemed to feel that visiting Americans,

such as Martin Johnson, Beck, and others, hadn't shown

him the proper respect. He insisted that previous visi-
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tors had promised him prints of their photographs, etc.,

and had failed to fulfill their obligations.

lifter a fe\t bottles of I-’r. Palmer's beer, our

host thawed out, invited us ashore, and led us through

a very pleasant though belated Christmas celebration.

December "50 (Monday). Santa ilnna Island.

Spent the day at bird notes and visiting with our host.

Kuoer came to these islands a number of years before

the way, after a varied career in lerman sailing shirs.

like so many residents of these islands, he

led a rather rough life, recruiting native labor, trading

and drifting until he married a Santa Anna native woman,

and began to raise a family. Q,uite recently he has taken

up religion seriously.

Kuper retains a wealth of stories of the Solo-

mon islands and the early residents, with which he enter-

tained us at times.

December "^l (Tuesday). Santa .Inna. Kuper,

Campbell, and Palmer took of-'’ on the 'Mendana' to Star

harbor on San Cristoval Island, hiayr, Syerdam, and I

remained at Kuper' s home to await the arrival of Hamlin.
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January 1 (Vednesday ) . oanta Anna Island

lies at the extreme eastern end of the Solomon jroup,

being situated about 5 miles due east of the southern

tip of San Cristoval Island.

It is an example of an upraised atoll, pos-

sessing a nearly circular form and in dimensions some

two and one half miles in length by two in width, with

an elevated rim some EOO feet in height along its shores

anl a sunken center which contains a lake.

The whole of the island is well populated and

except for native gardens heavily wooded.

Beck spent S weeks here in i:arch 1927, during

which time his oarty made a very extensive survey and

brought together a splendid representation of the omis

of the locality.

Native Tae, a Santa Anna islander showed up

about noon with ^ advanced juvenile specimens of Accipi ter

albogularis which he had killed with stones. The sight

of these birds dispelled any hope on our nart of loafing.

Je set up a skinning bench in an old shed and

set to work. Sven without poison for the skins, it was

better to keep busy. Tae and Jackie were given guns and

others were engaged to set snares for ground birds.

The weather has become unsettled, with periodic

sharp rain squalls which last anywhere from 10 to '^0 minutes.
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These approach from a northwesterly direction and are

a harbinger of the aoproaching northwest monsoon.

January S (Thursday). Santa Anna. Being

guests of the Kuper family we must conform to the rules

and habits of their household. Though very pleasant

and quite logical for plantation the meal hours play

havoc with a bird collector. As in all south-sea house-

holds, coffee or tea is brought to the bedroom at day-

light--6:00 A.M. --after the consumption of the same, the

guest arises leisurely, makes his morning toilet and

awaits the morning meal which is brought on at 8 A.V

,

The host, in the meantime, having looked after

his plantation labor, returns to the house to spend at

least an hour over his repast.

The collector has one of two alternati ves--

arise early, go without breakfast and have a headache

all day as a consequence, or else wait until after the

meal (9:00 or 9:30 A.M, ) when, upon entering the bush,

he will find that most birds have finished feeding and

are ready to nest during the heat of the day.

Mayr
,
iCyerdam and I collecting; two natives

out also. A fair number of specimens were brought in

and native Jack, our cook, was put to work preparing

specimens. He surprised us with his speed and dexterity.

Hyerdam concluded that, in as much as Jack

could skin birds, he, Hyerdam, could spend his tirrie ob-

taining land snails. An excellent idea from iSyerdam's
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point of view, but neither Ma.vr nor I would consent to

it. V/e are having terrible time with iilyerdara; his heart

is simply not in his work,

January 3 (Friday). Santa Anna. A deluge of

birds from the natives. Mayr and I with native Jack en-

gaged all day. ilyerdam at intervals though reluctantly.

Crowds of local natives visited us to-day.

Those impelled by curiosity came to watch us preparing

material. They stood around for a few minutes in groups

or pairs, jabbering, giggling, shoving and squirting

beetle nut while they watched us. These soon lost in-

terest in the proceedings, drifted away and were replaced

by others.

i7e set aside this day for all and sundry to

come to feast their eyes on our task. To-morrow, we

will clear them all out as soon as they appear. Hangers-

on are not a help in the work; they maul birds, steal

tools, and make themselves a general nuisance. It is

best to have the visitors at one time and be done with

it .
'

January 4 (Saturday). Santa Anna. No col-

lecting, a day of continuous rain. Spent our time in •

the house writing notes and sundries.

Have hung all of our wet specimens in racks

above the stove in the kitchen to forestall mildew.

Kuper returned alone from Star Harbor in a

whale boat. He was wet to the bone and sick with fever.
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It took him, with his 8 native boys, 18 hours to pull

and sail the 8 miles against the wind, weather and tide.

81

Developed pictures to-night, using Rhodinal

for a developer. Had fair results, but the negatives

always fade in the hypo-solution. The gelatin on the

films becomes soft as well. I am still a long way from

good workm.anship.

January 5 (Sunday). Santa Anna. Kuper with

Mayr, Eyerdam, and myself, went bush loafing to-day. '.7e

visited the villages of Novenieatgo and Netagre where

Xuper showed us the interior of two old ceremonial houses

containing the bones of lineal chiefs, clan totems and

sacred war implements and canoes.

Our host is attempting to keep all of the old

culture of these natives intact. He is forever in hot

water with the Grovernment and outsiders, as well, for

his blunt interference in the sale or disposal of native

paraphernalia (curios, we call them). In the past, he

has received several severe reprimands from the (Government

for driving native mission teachers away from the island

by his resorting to physical force. A less determined

man than Kuper would become discouraged with his task,

knowing that natives are perfectly willing to sell spears,

axes, etc. for tobacco and bright calicos. Not Kuper

though.

In the end, the missions will establish their

stations and the culture will di saprear despite the ef-
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forts of any one man.

January 6 (Monday). Santa Anna. A pure white

Demi e^retta saca was brought in to-day, and a small

Porzana. The rain hampered activities, consequently very

little was accomplished.

The skins are drying well above the stove de-

spite the lack of the alum coating we always give the

inner side.

January 7 (Tuesday). Santa Anna. A white

Barn Owl ( Strix alba ) was brought in to-daj/. I believe

this is the first record of the occurrence of this spe-

cies in the Solomon Islands.

The whole party engaged with specimens and

shells

.

January 8 ('Jednesday ) . Santa Anna. The

Grovernment medical ketch H. M. S. Hygeia with Captain

John (Pansy) Elder reached here this morning, bringing

mail, a note from Hamlin, and stores.

.Ve are to return with the 'Hygeia’ to Tulagi

and meet Hamlin who is in difficulties over financial

matters

.

Mayr received an abrupt note from Berlin or-

dering him home at once. This upset the man tenribly.

My share of the postal service included the
t

many letters which have accumulated in the 7 months

since leaving the States. On can appreciate news after

such a long interval.
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Spent the day packing all effects preparatory

to departure. Our host, though very gru-Pf upon our ar-

rival, broke down and wept upon our bidding him farewell.

It is indeed trying for one to give up contact with their

own kind, especially when one lives for eight months to

a year without seeing another white man.

January 9-11 ( Thursday-Sat urday ) . Aboard H. M.

S. Hygeia. Sailed from Santa itnna Thursday morning dajr-

light, reached Tulagi Saturday 10:00 P.M.
, after numerous

stops along the coast of San Gristoval and (Guadalcanal.

ulnroute I suffered considerably from malaria

fever. My first serious attack. Nothing to do but take

quinine and plasmochine, get into bed and sweat it out.

Saturday afternoon, while enroute to Tulagi,

the engine of the ship broke down at the beginning of a

severe and prolonged storm. For several hours we were

in danger of losing the little ship, but saved her by

eventually getting a jib sail lashed to the stays and in

place. This enabled the helmsman to turn the bow of the

ship quarter on to the storm and steady the vessel.

Gantain xClder could have saved himself anxious

hours had he kept sails in their proper place and not

stored below decks. Ke, of course, had no power over his

crew, who went to pieces when the trouble began.
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January 12 (Sunday). Tulagl. Aboard the

'15’rance' at daylight \tith all of our duffle.

Hamlin, during our absence, brought the

vessel off the slip in good order, and had time to

engage in some collecting on Beuna Vista and Ngela

(Florida Island) as well.

He reported the ''F’rance' ready for sea, but

added that he must wait in Tulagi until he received his

quarterly stipend from New York. There are a number of

outstanding accounts upon which his creditors demand a

settlement before he takes the ship out of the harbor.

Hamlin announced the receipt of a cable from

the Museum reiterating that, at the last meeting of the

.Vhitney Gommittee, we were advised to work Malaita as

quickly as possible and follow this with a survey of the

Caroline Islands. A number of new faces were seen aboard

the 'France.' leong On, a Chinese, who is acting in the

capacity of cook, ‘arabo, cabin boy; Jack Ulava, seaman,

Tivo, Santa Cruz, an engine boy, were all engaged as crew.

Hamlin has had his hands full with the four

Polynesians. They have been in a spirit of revolt for

some time and have neriodically approached the leader re-

garding an advance in wages. All four ”eel that they are

indispensable to the expedition and know full well that

we are dependent upon their abilities as bird skinners.

They cannot help but realize that the local natives are

not bird preparators and never will be.
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The Polynesians feel and act their superiority

over the locals who come aboard to work: and others who

are en^e^ed in the bush as hunters* Constant ill-feeling

between the two factions is forever cropping out aboard

ship and ashore.

The Polynesians will not eat the sane food as

the local residents, neither will they turn a hand aboard

shin if a local is present.

Ashore the four obtain liquor from the Chinese

and live, more or less, in an alcoholic stupor despite

Hamlin's insistence that liquor must not be sold to them.

Beck: engaged the services of these men 5 and 6

years previously when he had a full complement of Polyne-

sians. One by one the others dropped off until only these

four remained. They are well trained and can do excellent

work: when they are in the mood.

Lately they have become insolent, have taken to

wasting their time in the bush shooting pigeons and eating

them, or else trading specimens to local natives for services

rendered. On numerous occasions one or more of them has

slept all day in a native house, slipped out at the last

minute, procured a few specimens and returned to the vessel

with all of their birds warm.

Hamlin, in a fit of desperation, decided to dis-

post of them all at the first opportunity and depend upon

what we could get in the way of local talent. v7ith four

whites aboard, we could do most of the ^reparation and ob-
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tain Solomon islanders for the hunting.

,7e, Mayr, .jiyerdam ,
and I, heartily agreed with

Hamlin's decision. Te had only one criticism of him at

the time. He should have dispensed with the Polynesians

months earlier.

Later we learned that the ,/hitney Committee de-

plored the loss of the Polynesians. Under the circum-

stances, there was no alternative.

It is true that a vessel equipped with a foreign

crew will have a regular staff of bird men and can pass

freely from one group of islands to another without being

hampered by Government labor regulations. At the same time,

a foreign crew in a distant port can cause more trouble

ashore than an aimiy of white men. Natives have no sense

of discretion and feel their independence at every turn.

Local natives, on the other hand, are far more

successful in their *own locality where they know the bush

and ornis of that particular area.

Any ship master or expedition who engaged the

services of natives is headed for trouble no matter who

they are or where they come from. As a contrast one

might cite the labor problems in our own country.

It is best to visualize these forthcoming

problems, as best one can, and deal with them as judiciously

as possible when they arise.

The soundest argument in favor of the dismissal

of the Polynesians lay in the fact that 5 Solomon islanders
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engaged at Pound Sterling per month, could be employed

for the price paid one of the former.

January l-"^ (Monday). Tulagi. Eyerdam has

poisoned himself with repeated overdoses of quinine and

plasmochin. He complained of spells of light-headedness

and later fainted.

,'/e put him to bed and later learned that he had

taken over 80 grains of quinine at one gulp. Mr. Eyerdam

has a sterling constitution as one might deduct from such

behavior.

Mayr engaged with letters to Berlin, New York

and Dr. Sanford.

Hamlin received a cable from New York announcing

that funds had been placed at his disposal in the bank in

Sydney, Australia. Hamlin took this message to the Manager

of Burns Philp and Go. and tried to engage passage for the

Polynesians to Noumea on the s/S Matarara, which is leaving

the group to-morrow. The Manager, Mr, Scott, insisted

upon a cabled confirmation from the bank before he would

do any business with Hamlin.

Pour natives hunting across the ba.v from Tulagi

.

They returned at dark with 5 specimens.

David has returned from Ghoiseul with a fine

series of skins but no Miorogoura .

M;.^self at work unpacking material from our last

camp. Hamlin was quite pleased with our results but felt

that we had not penetrated into the mountain area far
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enough. .7e thought we had. Perhaps Hamlin was right,

I don' t know

.

On Santa iinna we obtained 6^ specimens reore-

senting 19 species. These were prepared without arsenic
of

poisoning, but have been kept free^dermestes

.

January 14 (Tuesday). Tulagi. Hamlin's cabled

confirmation from the bank arrived just one hour before

the 3/S ’’ataram sailed for Sydney. '.Ve bundled the 4 Poly-

nesians, Teora, Manuel, David, and Charley, with their ef-

fects, into the ship's boat and got them aboard the steamer

just as she weighed anchor.

This course of action was entirely beyond the

comprehension of the boys, who felt up to the last minute,

that we couldn't possibly do without them.

They elected to go to Nouiiea where they hoped

to obtain employment aboard French sailing vessels,

none of them carried passports or identification cards

of any kind, nor were they signed on ship's articles, we

were under no obligation to send them anywhere except out

of Australian territory.

Had they elected to proceed to their homes in

Tahiti and Samoa, we would have been out of pocket a small

fortune.

After the incident related, all of us returned

to the ship to label specimens.

January 15 (.'/eiiiesday). Tulagi. -it work re-

labelling and checking birds. In the field we gave each

specimen a number and kept a record of each, in a small
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field book. On board we now stenoil a label with proper

data of locality, include a description of soft parts and

a final number.

This method is a bit costly in time, but 1 be-

lieve more satisfactory. The labeling is dene in India

ink which means clarity for nomenclatures in the future.

Our field record book is a hit-and-miss sort

of thing, entirely too small and inadequate. That must

be changed.

Lebrua, a Santa Cruz boy, black as the ace of

spades, signed on as engineer assistant at one pound

sterling per month.

Hamlin has cabled the Museum for $.'^500.00 to

pay off all obligations as well as an additional $5000.00

to undertake the Caroline campaign.

January 16 (Thursday). Tulagi. At a gathering

of the staff this morning, all agreed that the island of

Malaita should be the next objective. The specimens on

board should be forwarded to the Museum, sunplies pur-

chased and gear overhauled. Hollowing this, we would pro-

ceed to Auki
,
Malaita, interview the resident Government

officer, obtain his nennission to work the mountains and

interior, set a base camp, and proceed accordingly.

Hamlin expressed his desire to turn the expedi-

tion over to me at once. In the ensuing discussion, it

was agreed that I would handle the fina’icial end and all

would have an equal sa,v in the collecting. Hamlin further
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agreed that he would move his effects Into the engineer's

compartment and leave his cabin space to me.

Mayr cabled Berlin to the effect that he could

not leave the expedition until he had mermission from

New York.

Hamlin engaged with the engine. Mayr, Hyerdam

and I labelling San Gristoval material.

Leong On, Chinese cook, deserted ship. Probably

because of the interfering tactics of the old Captain who

will not stay out of the galley. Arabo, cabin boy, was

promoted to cook. He will carry on under the tutelage

of the captain. Arabo is not a stupid boy and apparently

enjoys having the "old man" fuss and fume at him all day

long. I predict that he will lead Gaotain Burrell a merry

chase before months are gone. Arabo soaked the dried

peas in caustic soda as his initial blunder, which is a

fair criterion of what will follow.

January 17 (Friday). Tulagi. Hamlin has dis-

covered that salt water has again found its way into the

cockpit of the engine and the lubricating system. This

necessitates a several days' overhaul.

Mayr, Hyerdam and I working at labelling in

the main hold, all agreed that Hamlin's vocabulary had im-

proved wonderfully since he had taken to overhauling the

machine. .

Myself to Burns Philp and Go. at I.Iakambo in the

P.M. to purchase 2 months' supplies for the vessel. I
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was astounded by the prices charged for every day con-

mestible s

.

Here in this out-of-the-way part of the world,

Burns Phi Ip and their co-partners >7. P. Carpenter and Co.

figure anything from 200 to 1000 per cent profit on all

transactions. They have a monopoly of the stores and hold

mortgages on nearly all plantations and business enter-

prises as well. Consequently, one does not shop for the

best bargains, but accepts what is offered or else goes

wi thout

.

There was no alternative but to purchase the

barest necessities from the stores and vary our diet later

on with vegetables and fruits acquired from the natives.

January 18 (Saturday). Tulagi; Hamlin at

work on the engine. Mayr and Tyerdam finished labelling

during the day.

M,yself with Captain and crew, checking stores

and overhauling the lazeret aft. Captain removed the door

of the same and substituted a lattice frame with hinges

and padlock, thereby permitting a circulation of air into

that part of the vessel which houses the commestibles.

Je should have a vegetable locker on the main

deck whe^e perishables could be exposed to the air, but

this method has been abandoned long ago for several rea-

sons. The box got in the way of the main boom and crew

when 'working ship, salt spray aided the deterioration of

the contents, and lastly, the crew were forever discovering
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means of pilfering onions and potatoes despite a padlock.

Janusiry 19 (Sunday). Tulagi . Packing soecimens

all day. -le are using a tin-lined Swedish match case

which is serviceable though not water-tight. Sach snecimen

is well wrapped in a newspaper which acts as a cushion and

gives the whole of the coixtents of the case a springiness

that, it is hoped, will overcome breakage enroute.to the

Museum. ,7e feel that small specimens should be racked in

small boxes and forwarded by parcel post to save them from

being crushed by larger specimens. As no small boxes were

available, we neglected to do this.

January 20 (Monday). Tulagi. Finished packing

the case of birds, removed the same to Burns Philp and Co.,

Makambo for shipment to Kew York, February 2, via S/9

Marsina. I'ost of the day wasted obtaining customs clear-

ances and bills of lading for these.

Byerdam engaged with carpenter work about the

vessel

.

The island sore on ray right ankle has broken

out again. Began doctoring it with corrosive sublimate

solution and covering same with wet packs. Unless I can

beat the sore, I shall be laid up for several weeks.

January 21 (Tuesday). Tulagi. Hamlin engaged

at the engine. Ourselves occupied variously about the

ship. Byerdam at work on a chest of drawers and a filing

cabinet. Grew at work on the painted awnings. These have

just about run their course and must be replaced as soon

as practicable.
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Tivo, native, deserted slSip. Leong On, Chinese

cook, returned to the vessel and complained that he had

been sick. Illness Tras undoubtedly due to opium smoking.

He was given his clothing and discharged without pay.

January 22 ('Wednesday). Tulagi. Hamlin engaged

with engine. He succeeded in getting that to run by 4 V.y.

Eyerdam and I at carpenter work. Tlayr a touch of fever.

January 23 (Thursday). To Cavutu. Hove up an-

chor' 6:30 and proceeded alongside carpenter's whard to

fill tanks with water. Seems almost a shame to wast time

taking on water from tanks when tons of it has been falling

these past few days. Catchment areas aboard a ship have

always been an unsolved problem though.

Cast off at 1:45 and proceeded under power

through the harbor to Cavutu, Lever Brothers Plantations

Lts.'s headquarters, where we will pay a few bills and

purchase such supplies as !Tajor Hewitt, the T'anager, will

permit.

Lever Brothers dispense commestibles to their

staff at about one-third the nrice charged in the Tulagi

stores. It is seldom though that an outsider can wangle

supplies from them. There is some sort of a gentleman's

agreement between Tulagi and Cavutu which eliminates any

chance of competition.

The old Captain refused flatly to take the

ship to sea at night, insisting that he would be en-

dangering our lives and the ship as well, with a new

crew unfamiliar with the workings of the vessel. The
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Old Man was merely conoerned with a night's rest, nothing

more

.

This incident was the beginning of a drawn-out

battle of wills. .7e never succeeded in overcoming the

Old Man even to the end of his stay with us.

January 24 (]<’riday). To M'boli. A little

trouble with the engine, didn't get away until lOi^^O.

Took the inside passage through the reefs and proceeded

through Utuha Passage to M’boli, anchorage on the eastern

side of Florida Island where we anchored for the night.

The passage from M'Boli to Auki
,
Malaita, must

be undertaken d uring daylight hours because of intervening

reefs. For once the Captain had his night's "rest"

without protest. Though I might add that the mosquitoes

were so thick at this anchorage that none of us slept.

iiyerdam finished the cases and cabinet.

A small urchin, Eelleu, from I.'alaita, joined

our complement as cabin boy just before we left Tulagi.

He will become of great assistance to Arabo, the cook,

in that the Captain will find it necessary to delegate

some time to the training of Belleu and thereby give

Arabo intervals of rest.

January 25 (3aturda,v). Auki, Malaita. Under

way at daylight, negotiated 'Indispensable Straits with

power and sail to reach Auki, Government station at 2 P.M.

Ashore at once to pay cur respects to Mr. 7ilson,

the District Officer of Malaita, but were infoitned by a

police boy at the "Hesidency" that that official was in-
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disposed and would not receive us. ’Returned to tie

ship and apoeased our wrath in sleep.

Salt water natives aboard at dusk to invite

us to their annual shark feeding ceremonies and festi-

val which will take place Monday and Tuesday next.

Issued the crew their regular weekly rations,

comprising 4 sticks of tobacco, one box matches, one

sheet newspaper, one small piece of soap each, as re-

quired by law,

January S6 (Sunday). Auki ,
Malaita. A note

from I'r. ’.Vilson this morning asking us to please come

ashore and state our business. Ashore we went, and very

tactfully explained that we wished to make a survey of

the island including a trip into the mountains. '.Vilson

heaped cold water on our venture and flatly refused to

permit our trip into the interior. He became so eloquent

in his pessimism that he offered us one chance in a hun-

dred of coming out of the mountains alive.

Later, Mr. Tfilson suggested that we go down

the coast to MaraiTiasiki and interview his patrol officer.

Major Saunders at that place.

Finally, he announced that he was to be re-

lieved by Mr. Barley within a day or two^and we could

await the verdict of that district officer.

7e all felt greatly relieved, regarding the

arrival of Mr. J. G. Barley, whom we knew to be a broad-

minded individual.

Hyerdam ashore collecting shells along the reefs
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January 27 (ITonday) . Auki
,
I!alaita. 3ent

four boys hunting; they returned with a varied quan-

tity of material a dosterops which is undoubtedly

new

.

-ill of the white complement to the island

villages to watch the shark feeding ceremonies. They

turned out to be rather dis appointing.

The entrails of pigs were fastened astern

of canoes and these paddled back and forth some dis-

tance from the shore for an hour or more, then re-

turned to the land. Sharks attracted by the blood do

come to the canoe causeways along shore and seize other

bits of pig and entrails placed for them.

A number of small sharks did put in their ap-

pearance during our stay, but nothing like the number

previously advertised by the natives. These people wor-

shio sharks as their ancestors.

A few pictures were taken of this ceremony and

the succeeding dance. Hamlin used his motion picture out-

fit while I used a still camera.

Perhaps the most unique rart of this place is

the village itself built upon a tiny island and entirely

surrounded by a hand-built stone wall, --a veritable stone

fortress in a wilderness, no doubt, a few years ai?o
, when

mountain people were ever ready to attack the islanders.

January 28 (Tuesda.v). Auki, Malaita. All of

returned at noon to witness a bigthe complement hunting.
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dance on the mainland. This was an Interesting affair,

good costumes and rhythm of movement on the part of the

participants interspersed with excellent musical harmony.

The orchestra used reed flutes which gave out a weird wail,

enhanced by natives blowing on them through their noses.

At specimens in the evening. Later, Hamlin, Mayr

and I to interview Mr. Barley, the relieving official. Ke

didn’t hesitate a minute in his decision, told us to go

ahead but get out at the first sign of trouble. He ad-

mitted that, with the exception of one heavily armed rarty

and later Patrol Officer Koenig, no one had ever been into

the central interior of the island, so could give us no

definite information. Barley felt that under normal con-

ditions, we should have no trouble whatsoever.

Returned to the ship rather late to find that

Kyerdam and native Jackie had skinned out all of the

specimens. Kyerdam gained undying, fame by making up three

starling skins, his first.

January 29 ( 'Tednesday ) . To Suu. le have de-

cided to go on down the coast to the anchorage at Suu,

which will be our closest approach to the high mountains

of the interior. Under way at 6 A.T". Hamlin lost the

compression in the air bottles, hence we were forced to

sail out of the harbor and down the coast. Captain Burrell

made a terriblt botch of his work get:;ing out to sea.

.7e are beginning to doubt his ability to do anything

properly. Kyerdam and I occupied with various carpenter

work about ship. Hamlin at work on the engine.
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January .'^0( Thursday ) . To 3uu. Hamlin suc-

ceeded In starting the engine just as we reached Suu.

Proceeded inside and anchored at 1 P.F.

Suu harbor is barely an indentation in the

doast line and only moderately safe during heavy north-

west: weather. Yet it is the best that the island af-

fords along this stretch of the coast line.

Here are situated a saw mill md also head-

quarters for the Malaita Company's plantations, an en-

terprise owned by the South-Sea Evangelical Mission.

Mr. Aldington, the comoany manager, invited

all of us to his home for dinner. There we net a num-

ber of white men who are associated with the company

in various capacities. Mr. Aldington extended us every

privilege available around the station and assured us

that if the natives in the hinderland were not quiet and

peaceful, he and his station would not be here.

It is true that a few years ago Malaitamen

were vicious and troublesome, but at present have set-

tled down to a reasonably quiet behaviorism. Our host

stressed the fact that Malaita had been badly played

up and overestimated by the press and transient visitors

to the islands.

January 7>1 (Friday). Suu. Took the ship

alongside the wharf to fill all tanks with water, thence

to a permanent anchorage at the far side of the harbor.

Hamlin engaged with the engine enacting minor repairs.

Myself to see Mrs. Doctor Mac Grimmon at the
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savT mill about my sore leg. She Informed me that I had

been doctoring that unruly member too much. She ordered

me to dust the sore with dry powder, a bismuth solution,

keep it dry for a short time and I would soon be able to

return to the bush.

Mayr and ilyerdam hunting alone, our native crew

(not Malaita men) refusing to budge from the ship through

fear of the local inhabitants ashore.

Hunters returned in the ?.M. with a fair bag of

birds, but reported rough going in the bush, the ground

being rugged and rocky and the slopes of the mountains, to

the inland, steep and slippery.

February 1 (Saturday/-). Suu. During a heavy

torrent of rain last night, the deck above the bird racks

sprung a leak. This will necessitate extensive repairs

immediately.

Mayr, iilyerdam and native Jackie ashore hunting,

returned in ?.!!. with specimens. Some new material

among those obtained.

Hamlin engaged with engine. M^'self aboard em-

ployed with crew at various tasks.

Major Saunders, patrol officer, arrived in his

ship 'Verohica. ' He ordered the local native policeman,

"’ThiskeyV to procure carriers for us at once and offered

us police protection if necessary, for which we were grate-

ful.

February E (Sunday). Suu, Malaita. Hamlin at
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the engine. iSyerdam ashore oollectlng shells and a few

birds. He returned with one Hdolisoma which proved dif-

ferent. Developed pictures which turned out indifferently.

]?ar from pleased with results.

Purchased quantities of native foods. These Ma-

laita rascals are by far the most shrewd of any we have

encountered.

February (Monday). Suu, Malaita. Hamlin, Mayr,

Eyerdara hunting. Myself, sore leg. I engaged the services

of ,7hislcey and Brown as hunters for several da,vs until we

have some indications of carriers and how we will proceed

into the mountain area.

Hung up Mayr's tent as an awning over the forward

hold. Captain and crew engaged about ship.

February 4 (Tuesday). Suu, Malaita. Hard rains.

Mayr and Eyerdam with natives ashore collecting. Hard

rains all day. Sent Jackie and J.uaba to hospital for in-

jections against yaws.

Mr. Aldington returned from an insoection trip

permitting Hamlin to avail himself of the services of the

work shop (engineers) where Hamlin wishes to make a spare

rart for his engine.
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Hamlin,February 5 ( 'Vednesday ) . 3uu, Malaita.

May r and Hyerdaia '.tith 3 local natives collecting. j-hey re-

turned in the early afternoon vvith 48 specimens which took

our tine until very late at night.

The remnant left over shall engage my time to-

morrow morning. Very heavy rains to-day.

February 6 (Thursday). 3uu, Malaita. Hamlin

aboard with engine. Mayr and iCyerdam with natives col-

lecting. Myself finishing specimens and labelling ma-

terial .

22 specimens brought in despite the rain.

Haised native Jackie (San Gristoval) 5/- per

month for his ability in bird preparation. I tried several

other members of the crew but without success.

'fi’ebruary 7 (Friday). 3uu, Malaita. Hard rains

intermittently. Hamlin and Hyerdam for birds. Mai'r in

bed, down with diarrhea and fever, probably a mild form

of dengue. Natives collecting. Grew of the ship engaged

with cleaning paint work.

The leak in the deck has taken ud with the re-

peated rains. Hyerdam began making up bird skins to-night.

February 3 (Saturday). Suu, Malaita. Mayr

some better but very weak. Hamlin and iSyerdam ashore col-

lecting. The former fell while trying to cross a swollen

river and returned to the ship with every blessed thing

about him soaked. There is no hone of our getting into

the interior with the rivers in their present condition.

All roads and trails, I might add, follow the course of
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the rivers and not over the mountains. ^Jngaged another

local "Tealce" as a shoot boy to-day. Hunters returned

vsith 48 specimens. !'ost of than wet and dirty but

workable. Eyerdam returned ver^r late again having lost

his gun while picking up land shells and later misplacing

himself while trying to locate the musket. It does no

good to scold him. Eyerdam's heart and soul are in shells

and that is the work he should be engaged in.

February 9 (Sunday). Suu, Malaita. Continued

hard rains and northwest squalls. The ship rolled badly

and early in the morning dragged her anchor. Hamlin

started the engine and we shifted across the harbor to get

out of the swell as much as possible.

./orked specimens until 1 P.!I. when natives, in-

cluding another local (Charley), showed up with 16 more

specimens which kept us engaged for some time.

February 10 (Monday). Suu, Malaita. Deluge of

rain. Four local natives hunting. 7Ie are giving each

hunter a single barrel 20 gauge shotgun, 5 large cartridges,

10 aux shells, newspaper and cotton. They return the

shells each night so that we can keep a check on them.

Natives returned at noon with 4-'^ specimens. All

of us engaged with preparation. This is one of the few

times that; all of the white complement have remained on

board all day to skin birds.

February 11 (Tuesday). Suu, Malaita. Natives

collecting; all of us on board all day engaged in preoara-

tion of specimens. The natives are keeping us busy day

and night.
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Grevt en,?aged scraping paint off the sides of

vessel. The Captain wishes to paint the outside of the

ship vThite. It is now black.

February 12 ( V/ednesday ) . Suu, lialaita. All

engaged as yesterday. This continuous delude of birds

is getting on our nerves. .Ve are cross, irritable, and

spend much time grumbling at one another. '^8 more speci-

mens came in at noon.

Hanlin and Mayr concluded to make a prelimi-

nary trip into the mountains. Whiskey, local police

magistrate, flatly refused us carriers, but moderated

when we threatened him with a visit from liajor Saunders.

It is quite easy to understand why these natives

are reluctant to transport our cargo. As long as we are

stationed here, natives can obtain tobacco and trade

goods from foods sold and rewards earned from hunting.

If we leave, that source of revenue is cut off. I suspect

that the old heads of the village are behind '.Vhiskey in

his reticence.

February IS (Thursday). Suu, T.ialaita. Hamlin

and Mayr away to the highlands, early in the morning, with

9 boys ajid s women as carriers. They plan to establish a

camp when they locate mountain ornis and send for Hyerdam

and me.

I will pack up the lowland material and forward

that to the Museum via the S^S liataram which calls at this

port Saturday (15th). Hyerdam will be better off here with

me
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February 14 (Friday). 3uu, T.Ialaita. Jyerdam

and I packing one case of '^50 specimens representing low-

land material of !'.'alaita Island. Whiskey down from the

bush with a note from Hamlin, advising that they have a

makeshift camp at ."^000 feet, near a fresh landslide which

we heard taking place during the heavy rains last week.

February 15 (Saturday). 3uu, -"alaita. s/s

Mataram in port to collect copra. look the case of speci-

mens on board and dispatched them to the I'useum.

Some mail for Ilayr and a aeries of cables from

Burns Philp and the 'French /overnipent at Noumea regarding

the Peljmesians who were landed at Noumea and arrested by

the French authorities as prohibitive emigrants.

I dispatched a note to Hamlin. The bearer of

same met Hamlin, Nayr and party returning from the bush.

They arrived at 5 P.N. and reported a not worth while trip.

No vertical variation in species was noted. The old vil-

lager with whom they were staying ordered them off his

land, giving as an excuse the surmise that hunters might

accidentally shoot the village pigs, which were in great

demand for an approaching feast of some kind. I'ayr and

Hamlin decided to return to the ship, reorganize and later

try another locality.

Mayr received some news from Berlin and cabled

the Director of the Museum as follows;

"Wire immediately your opinion concerning my

departure. Permission New York. Will leave if you ad-

vise. Peply immediately.

Mayr.

"



.eStfiU ,isbi ..{'fib lie”} bL

'~woI- Oc}? \q cu&au oao i,itl:kotq 1 bnM

i; roT.’^nTOi ^L»^a 2dV .^ccX^I £^46 Xa*<! to XciT^Jeo iaBf

e »re(f vt>dl 3/?dl }ulIeJ 7b» .alLtseE aorrt woa 0 d^iv d&ad
«•

"rfoief*^ 06iXe&iJMaj: davil » •s^0n,a^«1: 00<?f ^0 qmso ^llcfeeifia

.:ifeov :00i ani0i Tf,* 06 d »d^ 3.,nlii/i) ©ofiic[ gfli:tea AiBori ew
k.i «

S\E »jj^ sale ' ,ubii . (
*,;0 j5 *tu j0 E) dX

-io0qe 0800 ^jJ jiooT .Biqoo ?o 0liOo OJ aioq al cBifllBK
Ip

.mueatr'"* »dJ o3 io&dt X>©£io 3 Bf|BiX ba» biaod no aiiem
•

fljo':'^ ceXdBo ^0 esitee e btie :;c^ X 4 eo’ er-idX
t

*

5.''*’iX*:B?**i f.eniaoT: 3# Jne^paaevOT" riOiisr' sd3 Jias qXid? enio^
*

^’f(3 •» 3 er“TijB ftoe bss3jo>. 3 b J&pXmnX eiow odw erLeiB^frilo'f odi
a

^
.BiaBryim^ evia idinotg as ««idJaodJofi d«aei^ ©rid

'Vo* is-'rad ©tR' *nliatt^ 03 ©don © i>erio3Bq8iJb i,

.dtt'J «h"3 EOt'^ ipdiinoa©^ vXtpq 6cb ,*iiXJMH 30i2 ec»8

qiT[3 sFIdv d 3 *coir 3 on jD ^63•to^e•1 f:!'k .'.id 3© tevl^i© v©ri5

-liv fcXO Brii ,.i©50fl BBW ©©iO©qe ai fiOl^BilrV XBOjJtOV ©|I

aid ffl©03 ija'xeMo %iil\i036 6i©w \;©£i3 eodv d3i>r lagBX

?djtlir e*i©jni;ri 3 ed 3 oaji?nx/B ©d 3 ©aj'ox® na s© ^ivlj .BnaX
«•

3B9TJ, .1 0"i«w - Old# ,0^1<| 9^0lXiV ©d« aoed© 3ao£ioo0

. i\0'X .?!al>’ ©ace *0 3 Ket**V ^irioflOiacB rut lOt bnaaeb
VtrjBl ^00 ss Jtfl«>ioo7 .qida od3 o 3 nnjien o3 JE>« Mo'oft alXmeH

• X^iXfiOOX *I 9 d 3Ofl0 J

6»Xtf0D B;i0 fljr'i"©a awoti ©roe fio-vi©oeTt txbH
S w'

; , :evoCiot e© its»e80« ed 3 to io 3 o©iiC ©di

XP ^liTxeocoo coiaiqc ti/OTi lileJaiftanci o-ilV'

-X:© MO*i tf ovB©r O^lV .i'ioY #&lfl aQJSBlaeisIt .oiiji'taqob

.'itti aib^aal T^fqeR .eeiv

” .iv©H



February 16 (Sunday). Suii, Malaita. Hamlin

must return to Tulagl to straighten out the Polynesian

orew di ffi culty w ith the French authorities. Mayr is

anxious to be in Tulagi near a cable station where he

can settle his status with Berlin. '.7e agreed to sail

nhis night for Tulagi to be there in time for business

hours Llonday morning. The thought of the loss of a

night's rest on the part of the Captain gave the old

gentleman the Jitters. He started a terrible fuss, but

soon lost heart when we extended him an invitation to

accompany us as our guest. 7e felt oerfectly capable of

taking the ship over to Tulagi without the services of

a master mariner.

February 17 (Monday). Tulagi. Anchored Tu-

lagi harbor at 10 A.M. Hamlin ashore immediately to

the Government Sec'y and to Burns Phllp where necessary

statements and credentials covering the expedition's

pact of the Polynesian crew were cabled and mailed to

the French authorities in Noumea. As explained previously,

these boys were without citizenship papers and elected to

go to Noumea of their own accord.

Such identification papers as Hamlin had given

the natives were lost in Sydney. Myself to Makambo to re-

plenish our suoplies.

Syerdam in the large boat to gather uo all cases

of shells that are stored about Tulagi to bring them aboard

and repack them for shipment to the r^useum and not Seattle,

Ttashington.
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Mosquitoes have begun breeding in the main hold.

'.Tas necessary to pour kerosene into both water tanks and

fumigate ship with burning oiled rags.

February 18 (Tuesday). Tulagi. Ilayr received

a cable advising his return. He has made up his mind to

leave on a ''French boat bound for Marseilles and due here

March 5.

I cabled the Museum advising them of Mayr's in-

tended departure, and requested 100 pounds nassage money

for him.

Mayr in turn advised Berlin and his parents of

return to lermany in April.

Hamlin learned that 200 pounds sterling has been

placed to his credit through the London office of Burns

Philp and Go. This will offset our debit soniewhat.

Syerdam engaged packing his shells.

February 19 {'.Vednesda^/' ) . Tulagi. Hamlin to

Gavutu to purchase some spare parts for the engine. Cap-

tain and crew engaged roving new peak and throat halyards

for the foresail.

John Hllis aboard to measure area for a new stay

sail which we need badly.

Mayr and I packing his effects. Hyerdam at

shells. He cannot pack, just throws things into the boxes.

Fortunately, shells are not as easily damaged as bird skins.

Hamlin has cabled Hanley and Clay Go. of Samarai

,

relative to an exchange of the 'Hoyal Endeavour' for the

'France.' The 'Hoyal Endeavour' is a sailin^: ship out and
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out with a splendid reputation for quick passages. Ham-

lin has asked my opinion of the exchange, but 1 should

like to see the other vessel before I make up my mind.

February 20 (Thursday). Tulagi. All of Syer-

dam's shells (18 cases) to B. ?'s. Cargo sheds to be

shipped to New York via the 3/^3 Garisso, an American ves-

sel, calling shortly.

Te are awaiting further replies from cables.

February 21 (Friday). Tulagi. Four members

of the crew, Ulava, Jackie, Luaba, and Belleu, struck

for higher wages and a tin of salmon each for "dinner"

every night. They were dismissed without ceremony.

Arabo, the cook, was raised to F pounds per

month. 7e can't afford to gamble with a new cook at the

moment.

Later in the day--Lonsdale (Charley) and Jillie

signed on at one pound each ner month.

Hamlin purchased a secondhand oil separator,

which he will i;se to filter his used lubricating oil in

the engine. Deisel engines fairly eat lubricating oil.

7ith this machine Hamlin will, no doubt, enact a con-

siderable saving on his oil bills.

February 22 (3aturday). Tulagi. "Joe", a

gangling Guadalcanal native, signed on as "Boatswain"

at 3 pounds ner month. Jaro
, a 3an Gristoval native,

signed as seaman, ordinary, at one pound per month.

Hamlin and Byerdam at work bolting the new

separator to the floor boarding of the engine room. Eyer-
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dam is in his element at heavy vtork of this sort. He

is to be complimented upon his ability with carpenter's

tools

.
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February 23 (Sunday), Tulagi. Very hot and

sultry. Mr. Hyerdam wishes to sever his connection with

the expedition, get married and continue in New Caledonia

or elsewhere as an independent unit. He is writing to Hr.

Murphy on this account.

Mayr has finished his packing.

February 24 (I'Tonda^y). Tulagi. Ashore with

Hamlin to the loverni^ent Secretary, Mr. Kidsen, and made

a formal application to that person to be permitted to

take 5 natives of the Protectorate out of the group for

the period of one year.

A rather tardy cable reached Mayr this noon:

"Decide yourself no danber staying longer— Zimmer." Mayr

has threshed the problem out in his own mind and has de-

cided to return to lermany. After all Mayr has been out

longer than any of us, over 3 years, and he feels that he

should be getting home.

All of us hate to see him go, but realize that

he must be his own master. ,7e bid our august colleague

Godspeed at 4 P.M. Sailed out of the harbor to Gavutu

where I made a few purchases at a nominal price -^rom Lever

Brothers' store and continued on toward Suu, Malaita,

not without a misunderstanding with our Captain, though,

who felt that he oad earned an honest night's repose af-

ter his difficult '^0 minutes of navigation from Tulagi to

Gavutu.
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February 25 (Tuesday). To Suu, llalaita. Cur

passage of the night and morning should have a fitting

place among the annals of the ,/hitney douth Sea iCxpedi-

tion: It might be termed the finest piece of "circular

navigation " ever performed during the 9-year cruise of

the schooner 'France.' Pull credit must be given to

Villiarfi Henry Burrell, master marine, of Bathurst, Hew

South Tales, Australia, for the masterful way in which

he handled the whole situation from its incention to the

end.

Hamlin took his post in the engine room to look

after that instrument while Hyerdam and I retired shortly

after dark to catch a little sleep before we went on deck

to take our allotted watches. Between 9 and 10 the Cap-

tain called Joe, the new boatswain, to the wheel and gave

him the course to be steered. Being a normal night, the

^aptain paid no further attention to Joe, but presumed

that, in as much as Joe had been on ships 7 years (as a

fireman, we le.arned later) he, Joe, could steer a course,

xhe Captain came below to catch a nap, I presume, eind did

not return to the deck until just before midnight. Then

and then only did he learn that Joe had managed to get

the ship turned around and was headed back for Tula^i. I

was awakened by a beautiful display of 1870 maritime

language ani came on deck to see what was the matter.

Shortly, after 1 arrived a light was sighted

dead ahead. It faded and appeared periodically. The Cap-

tain was sure that the light came from one o^’ the station
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houses on the hill above Suu harbor. The old man even

went so far as to climb half-way up the rigging to con-

vince himself that he was right. Yes, that was it--

turning to the new boy, Charley, at the wheel, he directed

that individual to steer in the direction of the light,

keep the light dead ahead.

The Captain, Hamlin and I went below and made

ourselves a c up of tea on the kerosene primus. A half

hour later, upon returning to the deck, Captain found

that Charley was still pursuing the light, but was going

in the direction of Tulagi again. It turned out that

Burrell was chasing the masthead light of the T'alaita

Company's small schooner which was enroute' Tulagi.

The next few minutes were pitiful. The old

man lost his head, made Hamlin stop the engine and in-

sisted upon drifting until daylight until he could learn

where he was.

Daylight came and the Cantain was still lost,

had no idea where he was and wanted to run close in to

the land, send a ship's boat ashore to inquire our where-

abouts. Hamlin and I would have none of this unseamanlike

conduct. .7e ref sed to let him. Finally, Arabo, our

cook, advanced the information that, given charge of af-

fairs, he could pilot us to the Suu anchorage without fur-

ther ado. This he did in short order, and old Burrell

roared tripes out of the lad for not having breakfast on

the table at 8 A.M. sharp.

Beached Suu at 9 A.M. alongside to fill ship's
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tanks vTith water, thence to anchorage in harbor at 11 A.M.

All of us to bed to sleep, the last hours being

a constant drain upon our resources.

February E6 ( '<Vednesday ) . Suu, Malaita. Hamlin

at the engine to put it in good order before leaving the

ship. Hyerdam, natives and I hunting. Returned with 21

specimens

.

I went ashore to visit sundry and varied old

men in quest of carriers. 7hiskey has informed us that

the old men are the ones tc decide such an issue. Ap-

parently, his police boy's uniform doesn't carry much

weight

.

The old men insisted upon a pa^/ment of 5 shil-

lings each per diem. Ihese Individuals are shrewd and

are accustomed to receiving a rake off on all transactions

that deal with the interior. In the past, every boy that

came from the mountains to the beach to recruit as labor,

paid a premium to the old chief of the beach through

whose land he passed. Likewise when the native finished

his labor and returned home, he paid another premium to

the beachside chief for a transient nassaye to his ^'il-

lage. Inasmuch as bird collectors are transients, they

too should contribute to the financial assets of the com-

munity. ,7e don't feel that we should pay more than the

regulation, one shilling per diem per boy. In fact, we

had implicit directions from the Government not to pay

more.

Iwo French Maris t mission Fathers visited 3uu
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to-day. I had a talk: with then and was told that I'ount

Xolovrat and Torimbusu, to the north and east, was the

highest position on lialaita. Those men assured me that

we would have no trouble with the natives in that region.

The Fathers have covered a fair bit of the interior at

various times.

Grew of the vessel employed cutting firewood

and burning the paint off the sides o'f the ship with a

blow torch preparatory to painting same. During the

evening, I outlined, in a letter to the Tuseum, the fi-

nancial position of the expedition at the moment. A

transcription of the letter follows;

Su' u Malaita

February 26th, 19^0.

My dear Dr. :

Upon receipt of his mail from the Mataram

Feb. 15th at this port. Dr. Mayr became uneasy and asked

us to return to Tulagi with the vessel in order that he

might telegraph Berlin and receive a definite answer from

them. Previous to this time Dr. Stresseman had written

Mayr repeatedly urging him to resign his position with

the expedition and return to the Fatherland. i:a”-r did

wish to remain with the vessel until the Carolines were

reached and he had likewise finished his one year with

the .7. S. 3. B.

Cn Feb. 18th, Dr. Mayr received the fol-
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lowing 0 onm unic at

i

0 n frotn Barling, 'Return advisabla

dimmer." This cable from his director, Dr. Zitmier,

was final and llayr began making preparations for his

departure on a i^rench steamer from Tulagi March 5th.

He will arrive in Germany the middle of April.

Feb. 19th, I cabled you as follows: "E.layr

will leave in about a fortnight. Please send iranediately

lOOPounds H. Mayr this port. Goultas." As you will see

later, we have no cash funds available at the present

time. And our crelit at Burns-Philp is extended to the

point where I do not care to ask them many more times

for advances. Last August Dr. Mayr leaned to the expe-

dition, all of his available cash money, ?0? Pounds to

be exact. Now when he wants to return to Germany he is

without funds to pay his own passage and we too, have

nothing to give him. I hope that you have not miscon-

strued the meaning of the last cable. .7e are not pajj^ing

for the Dr.'s passage to Germany.

Mayr left the Prance "^eb . E4th and we returned

to Su'u at once. Before the Dr. left the ship he asked

for a nominal rate of interest on the Pounds loaned

to the expedition. ,7ith the consent of Hamlin, I have

given the Dr. a promissory note for Pounds, bearing

simple interest at the rate of five percent rer annum

dating from August 1st, 1929. This sum of pounds

does not include the 80 pounds due Dr. Mayr for his

services with the expedition the past eight months, June
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15th, 1929 to Feb. 15th, 19-'^0.

,7e remained in rulagi until the evening of the

24th, honing to have an answer to our cable of the 19th

to you, before we left Dr. Mayr. Kamlin was confident

that the money would reach him in Tulagi in time and ad-

vised that we continue our work: on I'alaita.

lialaita is reputed to be very quiet now and we

anticipate no troub le whatsoever . The missionaries
,
who

have been into the interior, tell us that we should find

but a few natives and those very submissive since the

Sinorango affair of two years ago. At that time the na-

tives killed two Government tax collectors. The authori-

ties in Tulagi organized a bush party and wiped out most

of one clan.

There now remains in the Solomon Group; Malaita,

to the north of that, Gower Island; to the southward of

Malaita, Ulava and the Three Sisters. le should finish

these by the middle of April. There will still remain

the large coral Atol, Ontong Java (Lord Howe) 150 miles

to the northeastward of Malaita and to the so uthwestward

the two islands, Hennell and Belone. Hamlin has visited

Hennell but says that there are several species that he

mi ssed.

Should we cut these out of the category, we

will be able to leave the Solomon Islands by the first of

May by the very latest providing that we have received

sufficient funds to enable us to continue to the Caroline

Islands

.
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In the middle of January, Hamlin told me that

he had advised you some time in November to the effect

that he was turning the expedition over to me and he

would remain without salary until we reached the Carolines.

At the time, I pointed out that my contract stated spe-

cifically, that r was to place myself under his charge un-

til such time as he leaves. Hamlin insisted that this was

the best course, as he had already remained with the expe-

dition longer than he should have. I should like your

opinion in this matter as soon as possible as there are

several things hir^ing that do not augment harmony.

I have taken over the financial part of the ex-

pedition and will report that with this letter, but I do

not think it advisable for me to take over the whole thing

until Hamlin leaves. That is a matter of policy.

I'low let us get into the financial side of the

•<’rance first:

7e will have iipril 1st. the sura of 680 Pounds

(^•IdOO) debts to be paid here in the Solomon Islands be-

fore we will be able to leave. Phis includes captains and

crews wages, but in does not carry with it the Sydney debt

nor the others that we have.

In Sydney there is an approximate debt of Pounds

or ^S415 that must be met sooner or later.

Dr. I'ayr's loan and wages of '^8'^ Pounds minus

the 100 Pounds we presume is forwarded to him will mean

^1415.
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Hamlin'3 wages due of •'^20 Pounds--$1600

The New York deficit of say ;;^10,000
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Debts Tulagi 680 Pounds $r^400
” Sydney- -483 " 2415

Dr. Mayr 283 ” - 1415
Hamlin 320 " 1600
New York -10000

Total deficit $ 18S"0

At present it would seem that the total deficit

of the expedition will be ^18,830 on April 1st, 19^5 and

that exclusive of the wages of iCyerdam and mirself to the

present and the small amounts incurred by yourselves there

in New York.

Now if the expedition does go the Carolines as

Mr. Hamlin wishes you must forward an additional ^5000 be-

sides the $3500 quarterly statement that is due Arril 1st.

I should like to know too, if the additional $5,000 is for-

warded what effect that will have upon the future stipends

that will be forwarded in quarterly pajanents. Jill you

take that $5,000 out of the next allottment and leave me

stranded in the Carolines until that is made up or will

you borrow from another fund? It will be impossible to

get the credit in the Carolines that we have been extended

here. This is a matter of pure business and with me a

serious one, <*or when I take over an expedition with a

deficit of $18,830 it is up to me to know something of the

scheme of things. I certainly do not want to take the ship

over in the Carolines and then have the thing seized for

non-payment of debts. Nor do I think it advisable to go to

the Carolines until some sort of a financial basis is
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reached either.

,7111 vou please cable us on the first of Anril

stating definitely what amount is being sent April 1st,

and what anount can be sent us July 1st, inst. Please.

I do not wish to continue further in the dark.

Let us go at this from an entirely different

angle :

Insurance (annual) on vessel
Incidentals New York
Coultas wages
Eye rdam "

Ammunition
Annual expenditures

,|jJl200

1000
ISOO
1200
600

,,5200

The annual expenditure of ,^^5,200 in New York

from the allottment of ,^>20,000 leaves a surplus of ,,^14,800

for the maintenance of the vessel and the expedition in the

field. By the most rigid economy I think that it is pos-

sible to run the ship on -,i;10,664 per year. That will mean

an allottment of $2661 per quarter and will give the V/hit-

ney fund •?4,156 per year to cancel deficits.

,7hen I use these figures of $2,661 oer quarter

I am figuring without accident t o t he vessel and the pos-

sibility that I can take the Solomon Islands crew to the

other groups with me.

These are the best figures I can give with the

most rigid economy expended. 7e have economized to the

last drop as it is for prices here in the islands are any

where from one hundred to five hundred percent higher than

in your part of the world.

If you do not find it possible to extend the
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ored.lt of the .'/hitney fund over the ^^500 quarterly al-

lottment on April 1st It Is possible that we can go to

New Galeionla with the vessel and get oaught uo a little

there before oroceedlng to the Carolines. For as I told

you I do want a few dollars In hard cash In the ship be-

fore we go Into the territory of the Japanese.

At the most the expedition does not need the

France more than fourteen months longer. The Carolines

Marshalls and lllberts can be worked as a whole and the

outlying Islands of the New Guinea coast and the Smaller

Islands of the Admiralty group as well. It may be pos-

sible to sell the ship In Fabaul as there Is a demand for

such a type of vessel In the Gold fields trade from Fabaul

to the northward. After the Islands have been completed,

the expedition can work the larger Admi ralit ies ,
New

Britain and New Ireland as a land unit.

The old France is still sound below the water

line. Above decks there are a few small places that are

not in the least serious. But the demand for this type

of vessel is not very heavy. Copra has dropped in price

to such an extent that many of the smaller planters are

being frozen out. There is absolutely no demand for this

type of vessel in the Solomon Islands. /hat she will bring

when the time comes, remains a gamble.

Hamlin sent the Polynesian crew away the latter

part of January. It will be necessary for us to train a

new group of bird skinners. I have petitioned the Govern-

ment in Tulagi to permit me to retain the Solomon Island
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orew for a period of one year. ,71 :h them I should be

able to economize and eliminate the bolshevis" of labor

for one year. These imbeciles can learn to skin birds.

I have caught a couple of them already.

Mr. 3yerdam is obsessed with a ’’betrothed” in

lermany. He would like to have her with him on the ’^rance

but the rest of us have told him frankly that would not be

satisfactory. <7e have no individual cabins for the two

of them and he would be without privacy in his family life.

Mr. Hyerdam has, I think, written to you outlining a plan

to work New Caledonia. He would like to spend a matter of

a year or more in that region collecting birds, shells and

botanical specimens. Such an idea would be a good one pro-

viding the money for his expenditures were not taken from

the ,7hitney fund. Mr. Syerdam's interests do not center

in birds. He is primarily a collector of Botanical and

Conchological material. He does a fair piece of work on

birds now though he has much to learn yet.

If the museum could find him a fund where he

could spend several years in one place with his plants and

shells and birds, on the side, I am sure that he would be

of much more value. A discontented mind doesn’t produce

the best resul ts.

If Eyerdam were sent to New Caledonia, I am sure

that he must have credentials from you and the '<’rench Em-

bassy in 'Washington before he could be nerraitted to land

there.
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I am forwarding with the 3. 3. Garisso of 3an

P’ranctsco, a tramo ihnerioan vessel, eighteen oases of

conchologioal material and two oases of materials belonging

to Hr. Hamlin. Those should reaoh /ou some time in June.

In your letter of Nov. 30th to Mr. Hamlin, you

asked him to have me write more frequently. I oan assure

you that I have kept the two weeks sohedule with as nearly

as possible. Mail leaves the islands onoe ever;''- six weelcs

and often then we are miles away from any one who is meetin-?

the steamer. V/ith our oaae now, we will be out all oom-

munioation until we return to Tulagi the middle of April.

Let me ask you a?ain to send me some sort of a

Carte blanc credential. A ’*Dago Dazzler" with a nice

official stamp and the trimmings would be as satisfactory

as any. Hamlin has been using his contract with the mu-

seum as his identification. In the Carolines or New Cale-

donia we will be asked for credentials of some sort. And

the same applies to the Mandated Territory of New Guinea

likewise. I do not need a specific letter of entry to

any one territory but I should have some sort of a "7ho

am I"

I am pleased to know that publications are on

the way. ,7e will devour these during our snare time.

Don't think from the remarks preceeding the fi-

nancial summary, that I am in the least discontented. Quite

the contrary, I am willing to see the expedition out to the

end.
( Signed)

Best wishes,
Jilliam. F. Goultas
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February 27 (Thursday). Su'uMalalta.

iSyerdam and three local natives ashore hunTin*^. l.'yself

at the discouraging task: of trying to obtain carriers.

\le have learned from other sources that the natives

boast that they will make up pay through the nose be-

fore they take our gear into the bush.

February 28 (Friday). Su'uMalaita. Hamlin

engaged at the engine as previously. Crew employed

burning paint off the ship's sides. Hyerdan collecting.

I have decided to call a halt on the native collectors

in hopes that their reaction will be favorable toward

carrying

.

Harch 1 (Saturday). Su'uMalaita. 7ith

Syerdam to she village of "Hoe" in the interior to a

big festival where we hope to obtain carriers. Our ap-

peal was met with large guffaws on the part of the in-

habitants. ,7e are dreadfully discouraged and are thinking

of shifting to another locality, where no doubt we will

be confronted with the same conditions as here.

March 2 (Sunday). Su'u !,Ialaita. liyerdam col-

lecting. Hamlin and I aboard engaged in sundries. A ray

of hope gleamed at 1 P.M. when the Government pinnace

'Veronica' was sighted. Sure enough Patrol officer Saunders

was aboard and had heard of our difficulties. Mr. 7/hiskey,

the local representative, was brought aboard and told to

have 25 carriers ready at daylight in the morning. V/hiskey

pleaded that the natives demanded 5 shillings each per day.

Ho matter, we were instiructed to oay one onlv.
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I felt a tri-^le sorry for ,/hiskey, who In the

end, must make up the difference out of his own pocket

between our pay and that demanded by the natives.

The balance of the day spent in preparation

for the bush trip.

March (Monday). To interior Malaita. Myself

painfully ill with cramps and diarrhea this morning.

Doctored with chlorodine and w as able to proceed at noon

with iiyerdam and 25 carriers who were awaiting us.

,7e followed the source of the Kworiekwa "River

into the highlands and camped at a small village of

Hadidiah for the night.

The country through which we passed is broken

and mountainous with ridges running up to an average of

1000 feet elevation. The island is volcanic in origin

and looks similar to that portion of San Cristoval through

which we traversed.

March 4 (Tuesday). To interior Malaita. Away

at daylight and followed the cou*se of the river Kwariekwa

to the village of Tringo Manu, which we reached at i ?.M.

'.7e are now at an elevation of liOO feet and some 5 or 6

miles in the interior (as the crow flies).

Our carriers announced that we had reached the

border of their territory. 7e would now be obliged to

find mountain people to carry us further. They were paid

off and dismissed.

Hamlin, who had remained behind to receive an
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answer from Hanley and Clay, oamarai ,
regarding the

exchange of the 'Hoyal Endeavour' for the ’France,'

reached camp at dark. He announced a favorable re-

oly to his message. 7e were to compare vessels in

Samarai later when the 'France' visited that part

preparatory to her departure to the Caroline Islands.

March 5 (Wednesday). Cringo 'anu. Hamlin

is to go on to Arola to find a reliable police boy by

name Charley Ba Ba I'a. and forage for carriers. I

wanted badly to accompany Hamlin on this trip, but felt

it advisable to remain behind with Hyerdam,

Hamlin away at 8 A.M. with two locals who know

the road to Arola.

Myself out all da:^ with a guide, Antai. 7e

covered three distinct ridges of :^000 feet or over without

discovering a mountain orriis.

Hyerdam collecting south of camp. Returned to

camp to work birds until late at night.

March 6 (Thursday). Hringo I'anu. Our camp

is a makeshift affair inside a native hut. If one can

accustom himself to the iirt and filth around the place,

life isn't bad at all. ,7e have plenty of fresh air and

a wealth of beautiful mountain scenery. There are hordes

of weird, naked savages who offer us as much interesting

speculation as we give them in turn.

Antai has been engaged as a cook while native

leorge began lessons in bird skinning.

Hyerdara and I collecting all day with fair re-
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suits but no new material. Je are certainly bringing

together a splendid representation of lowlaad riaterial.

March 7 (Friday). Jlringo Manu. Prospective

native hunters demanded that we pay them in money for

birds collected. .7e refused them, knowing that in time

they will be eager to obtain tobacco, iyerdam and i col

lecting. .7e encountered considerable rain during the day.

i'/arch 8 (Saturday). Sringo ^''anu. V/ith our

landlord "’.Villi e” to Hau Fardi.a long range to the south

and east of camp. !& encountered difficulties in getting

around and over numerous landslides. These ridges are

sharp and steep throughout this region.

During the day we passed through a number of

well-cultivated native gardens. They were clean and or-

derly and showed evidences that these people are good

agriculturalists. The area appeared to be well populated

though few natives were observed. Natives, and particu-

larly women and ch.ildren, hide when strangers are in their

midst. Hau Farii is also a ridge of over "^000 feet eleva-

tion.

.-.arch 9 (Sunday). Sringo T'anu. In camp all

morning attending to left-over specimens from yesterday's

collecting. Charley, 3u Su'.ai, a well-propor ti oned stal-

wart, applied for a position as hunter and bird skinner.

He was engaged and later turned out to be one of the finest

natives I ever associated with. Charley is married but

left his wife and family in care of his parents.
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Hamlin returned from Arola at 4 ?/'. ’^tith

Charley Ba Ba Mai, police magistrate, and 18 carriers.

As fine a lot of savages as I have ever set eye on.

Hamlin announced that these "friends" of his would

take us into the Mount Torimbusu area.

Included in Hamlin’s retinue was a badly di s-

fio-ured old scoundrel named John Lah homnie Lera Besse.

Informants gave us to understand that John had had a

varied career. As a child he had fallen into a fire and

had burned himself badly. Later in a raid on his vilDage,

John had lost the sight of an eye and had become crippled

and deformed. John married later on, but lost his wife

after a few years of matrimonial bliss. The only child

of this union, a son, was killed in a fight a number of

years previously.

John became demented after the loss of his wife

and son and was known to spend long intervals wandering

alone in the busH.

This is not a dissertation on witch doctor, but

goes to show how they are made.

As the natives believed, the devils had gone

inside John and had made him a supernatural being. The

Arola people included John in their party to look after

their interests when they were travelling to and from Itount

Torimbusu where we are led to believe strange gods and

devils dwell.

Por the price of a shilling John could make
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the rain stop or the sun shine or bring on the rumblings

of thunder— all of these things and others as well.

He and llyerdam took: to one another like ducks

to water.

March 10 (Monday). To Su'u. Hamlin and car-

riers to rest for one day and thence to Torimbusu with

Hyerdam and all of the gear.

Myself to Su'u and the ship to take down all

specimens and requisition rice and as many other commes-

:ibles as I can find carriers for.

Charley 3u Su Mai and Jack Antai will await my

return and guide my party to Torimbusu.

Left camp at daylight and reached ship at P.T'f.

Pound ever;/’thing in good order with crew engaged nainting

ship. Native Helleu, cabin boy, has returned' to the ves-

sel. He .will receive the generous sum of ten shillings

per month for services rendered,

March 11 (Tuesday). To 'Sringo Manu. Away at

7 A.M. with six local natives and 2 boys from the ship.

Traveled all day in the rain to reach Sringo Manu at 4

P.M. There I found ray b/ro guides awaiting me and a note

from Hamlin stating that he and Syerdara had gone on to

Mount Torambusu, I camped for the night.

March 12 ( 'Tednesday ) . To Kwau Hwau. Resorted

the baggage. Jith mine and the small amoung that Hamlin

was forced to leave, now have 10 carrier loads.

".Villie" petitioned me for pajnnent of rent on

his house and firewood before I left, but, f ortura tely
, I
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was able to remind him that Hamlin had attended to that

technicality before he departed yesterday. Such are the

virtues of the written word.

My two boys, from the ship, .^ave out on me af-

ter S hours of hiking. They insisted that their feet were

not accustomed to the hard stones in the river bed and

they must return to the vessel. I suspect that our boys

were frightened of the local natives who have been their

hereditary enemies for generations of time.

I was forced to reapportion the loads and leave

one trunk behind. The crew returned to the ship, while

the coastal people were shortly afterward replaced by

mountain men. Thus two untimely delays in one day.

,7e turned away from the river bed shortly after

noon and began a steady climb up one ridge after another

to reach the village of Kwau Kwau, elevation ?000 feet,

at dusk.

This place is a striking example of natural for-

tification again. It is so placed on the end of a spur

of a rldgd that aporoach is accessible from one side only.

The other through sides being orotected by sheer cliffs

which drop at least 1000 feet to the valleys below.

The term village in Malaita usually signifies

a one-family area. Tach has its own name. Tribes or

clans congregate in one area, certainly, but everj^ family

lives separately. Thus one might find every peak or

ridge within hailing dista.ice inhabited by nambers of
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people all more or less closely related but every house

a number of yards' distance from the other. Natives

hold that family life is more congenial when people live

apart than when clustered close together. lardens are

placed on the steep slopes of ridges where nothing but

a mountain goat would feel at home.

March 13 (Thursday). Torambusu, I exoerience^i

a remarkable morning, climbing up and down ridges to reach

the Torambusu Mountain. 7e descended from 3000 feet to

the valley (1200) and up another ridge to 3000 feet again.

This required over an hour of time at a gain of several

hundred rods of distance. After several performances of

this kind reached the camp of the other narty at noon.

There are a number of new species here including

a Oymnophaps and a mountain ^hinidura .

Gamo has been established at 4000 feet well in-

side the moss line, which indicates quantities of rain.

There is the tent fly for the main house and another tem-

porary shelter for the cook and followers. Conditions are

very crowded but will do for the time being. Though all

carriers have been paid in full, we are hamnered by camp

followers who have no other ambition than to see what we

are doing and pick up whatever comes their way.

There is anottjer factor about bir d expe di ti ons

which attracts natives and account for their popularity

with the latter. No sooner is a bird skinned and the

body examined than there are a dozen eager outstretched

hands ready to receive the prize.
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The abandoned body, no matter the anecies nor

the size, is flung, dirt and all, into the fire. There

it receives a hasty scorching on the ourside before it

is consumed by one or more natives.

One becomes accustomed to the crowdin.-, jostling

and snarling, in time ^ that accompanies the completion of

each specimen.

March 14 (Friday). Torambusu. 7e suffered a

cold, miserable night, --not sufficient covering nor bed-

ding underneath us. Put natives to work to cut fern

fronds and build us a deep bed.

Ghas Ba Ba Mai, the leader, assured us that

he and associates would collect our birds and supply

us with food. This was his polite wa:/ of informing us

that we were not wanted in the bush.

Te engaged 4 hunters for the present and they

lost no time in surolying us with specimens. A Philloscirus

was brought in during the morning, a very desirable bird.

The sun was vis’ble U’*til about 8 A.M.
,
fol-

lowing which we were beset with rain and fog the rest of

the da;'. I am afraid that we are camped a few hundred

feet too high and are just inside a continuous fog belt.

This morning at daylight Hamlin and l walked the

^00 feet UD to the very top of the mountain. There we

were afforded a wonderful view of the whole of the sur-

rounding country including the island of Guadalcanal over

70 miles distance. Je likewise watched the mountain
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Grymnophat?3 at their tumbling antics. It was a pleasure

to watch individuals of this species fall over backwards

from a li^b of a shrub or tree upon which they were

perched and turn over and over while they fell many hun-

dreds of feet before righting themselves.

March 15 (Saturday), forambusu. Bebingah,

self-styled terror of this district, appeared in camp

to-day. He is a blustering individual, trouble bent.

Began to rain early in the morning and con-

tinued all dajr. In our camped quarters, we are far from

comfortable. The cold makes it necessary fcr us to put

on all available clothing to keep warm. Ve sit up on

the edge of the bed with a box lid or flat beard on our

laps and prepare specimens. The rain has come in such

torrents that we have small rivers running under our

beds. It is a problem to keep our feet dry.

John, the medicine man, irritated us terribly

by emitting a blood-curdling yell every few minutes. He

insisted that he was chasing awa,v devils and spool^s that

kept hovering around the camp.

Portunatel;/
,
the hunfers, eager for tobacco,

have swamped us with specimens which they have managed

to keep reasonably dry despite the weather.

March 16 (Sunday). Torambusu. Hamlin has

developed a nasty cold. He has concluded that he will

return to the coast and take the ship to Ulava Island, --

possibly the "Three Sisters" and then Grower. He will
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return for us at Ulamburi on the other side of the is-

land shortly after April first. This was a sound idea

and kept the ship engaged while we were at work in the

taou itains

.

Hamlin left at 10 A.!i. with 2 volunteers who

to us with ammunition and comm estibles

.

Syerdam and I engaged as previously. xhe ma-

terial continues to pour in while we sit and prepare

specimens.

March 17 (Monday). Torarabusu. Engaged at

birds. Hain and high winds all day.

March 18 (Tuesday/). Torambusu. Same as yes-

terday. iJlvery blessed thing we own is damp from the

mist. I am a little troubled about the specimens. They

will never dry while we are camped in this locality.

March 19 (',Vednesda,y ) . Tora-nb’osu. 7e have

had 56 hours of continuous rain and wind. This must not

continue longer. Sent 3u 3u Mai and Antai down the

slope to pick out a flat spot near water, and under the

fog line where we can camp and still be within striking

distance of the mountain. They were instructed to nut

up frames for our tent and build a large dry cook house.

How these hunters of ours and camp followers

have been able to ward off pneumonia in all of this rain

is a mystery to me. They have been sleeping on the

ground in the cook house, huddled together like pigs,

without coverings or blsinkets, yet are still as good-

natured as ever.
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Sysrdam and I have scarcely moved •7e tumble

out of bed, sicin birds and tumble back again.

March 20 (Thursday). ^7anga fu fu. Moved

camp down the slope half a mile to 2200 feet altitude.

Our boys picked out an excellent spot for us. 7e were

moved to the new quarters and back at birds in a little

over 2 hours.

Be bing ah played up to-day by demanding that

he be made the cook. liven tried to drive Antai out of

camp. A few terse invectives from me discouraged him.

Like all bullies, he is bold only so long as he can get

away with it

.

Hain and mist to-day but not nearly so uncom-

fortable in our new quarters where we have protection from

the prevailing northwest winds.

Our locality is undoubtedly an old sacred fes-

tival ground of some kind. I think this soot is where

this tribe brought their dead chieftains to burn then in

days past. Natives are close-mouthed about their own af-

fairs.

March 21 (?rida,y). Tanga fu fu. The blessed

sunshine appeared this morning. 7e are Just under the

fog line. Spent a busy da^;- drying out our effects,

building wind breaks around the tent, padding bunks with

fern fronds, adding leaf to the cook house, drying speci-

mens, digging drains and putting the camp in shipshape

7e still had time to prepare ‘^4 specimens.

I dismissed hunter Di An Taro and engaged the

order.
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terror Be Bing ah in his nlace. Startel Jack, Anti Mai

and Areke, at bird skinning. iCngaged Hankepaw John as

hunter

.

Ba Ba Mai was dispatched to Arola to start

vegetables to our new camp.

Hunters agreed to collect birds at the rate

of 2 desirable birds for one stick of tobacco and found

themselves

.

March 22 (Saturday), Tanga Fu Fu. A note

reached us from Hamlin; he is away to Ulava Island with

the 'Prance.' Accompanying this note was some ammuni-

tion, cocoa and sugar. The latter we need badly during

this season of cold rains.

Continued with birds all day. Our two native

helpers rendering valuable assistance.

Natives report a small, ground bird which we

think to be a lallicolumba . This one is a 'taboo bird

of theirs. They admit seeing it occasionally, but will

not shoot a specimen nor do they want us in the bush

hunting for it either. There must be other sacred indi-

viduals as well though we can get no definite word from

the natives regarding them.

March 23 (Sunday). Tanga Pu Fu. Galled a

halt on hunting to put in our time labeling specimens

and devising means of drying material. Hyerdam cut the

aide out of a benzine tin after which we filled that

with small birds and hung it above the fire in the cook
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house. There It will keep warm and ward off more mold

I hope. This is not a sat'sfaotory method by any means,

because of the smoke which stains the wrap cotton around

each specimen but the best we can think of at the time.

I wanted badly to lay out the larger specimens as well

but was afraid of smoke stain. I don't know what we

will do if the sun doesn't shine soon.

Be bing ah, trouble maker, demanded higher

wages for specimens, so w e took his gun away from him.

This individual is our stumbling block in an otherwise

peaceful surrounding. i7e will have to watch him, and

get rid of him as quickly as possible, for Be bing ah

is trouble bent and may lead us into serious difficulties.

March 24 (Monday). ;?anga fu fu. The 9th day

of rain. Hunters out and procured some very good ma-

terial, though nothing new. Finished labeling and pre-

pared specimens.

Be bing ah returned again from somewhere and

tried to drive of-'’ the native vegetable carriers who

had been sent by police boy Charley Ba Ba Mai at Arola.

This led us to a dispute in which I threatened to give

the culprit a threshing. He sneered and insisted that

I had a pistol which was an unfair advantage. I pro-

duced the same from the tent and perforated a small tinned

5-eent milk can set up at 25 yards,— an act of braggadocio

and sheer luck on my part, for I hit the can 6 times in

succession. This performance had its desired effect.
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pleasing to my hunters and satisfactory to Be bing ah

who left oamp again almost immediately.

I think a short history of this surly gentle-

man is in order.

There are to be found in every Malaita tribe

one or more treacherous individuals known as professional

killers. Their purpose in life being to revenge a wrong

for some one else for a stipulated financial considera-

tion. The position of a killer among the clan is one of

respect and fear. No one knows when or upon whom he will

strike. The killer in turn lives a life of suspicion and

dread because there are others who seek his life.

Several years ago, this tribe, the Ari Ari

people, killed Patrol officer Bell and Cadet Lilly's. The

Government stepped in following the murder and punished

these people severely.

The famous Bessiana, a professional killer,

had led these people at the time of the killings. Bes-

siana had for years accepted payment in advance from

relatives of boys who had died on plantations and else-

where. He in turn guaranteed the relatives of these de-

ceased that he, Bessiana, would kill one or more white

men to balance the score. It was a head for head sort

of business.

Bessiana lived well on the accruing promissory

funds, but reached a time when his tribesmen forced him

to act. His untimely slaughter of Bell and Lilly's along
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with 10 police resulted In the death of Bessiana and a

good two- thirds of his strong tribe.

Since the death of Bessiana, Be bing ah has

striven to take his place, according to the reports of

our bird skinners who dread and fear the latter. Be bing

as has the height, strength and cunning of a promising

duplicate, though I am afraid he lacks the intestinal for-

titude necessary in his calling.

March S5 (Tuesday), laxiga fu fu. Another day

of continuous rain. The hunters out and ourselves en-

gaged with specimens.

Be bing ah showed up again, having returned frcm

the old medicine man, John, I was told. I was prepared

for the former, I presented him with a letter to Hamlin

at Ulamburi across the island, and told him to wait on

the beach with the letter and deliver it in person. In-

cluded with the letter was five shillings expense money

with which to purchase food during this interval.

I even made Be bing ah a pretty speech in which

I elaborated his virtues and my absolute faith in his in-

tegrity. I stressed the point that the hunters had done

so well that we must have more containers at once to hold

all of our specimens (which was the truth).

Upon the completion of my utterances. Be bing ah

swelled with pride, stalked off across the island never to

interfere with us again.

March 26 (Wednesday). Wanga fu fu. A whole day

of sunshine. Had my boys build biamboo racks and put all
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of our material in the sun. Some of it dried suffi-

ciently to be packed avtay for transportation, to the

ship.

le are badly heindicapped by lack of tin

damp-proof containers. I tried to find some in Tu-

lagi when last there, but discovered none in the

stores.

Hunters out all day. Returned with a

wealth of material.

Natives Pah fu li ah and Pe fi im'u ah have

tried for two days to steal a spool of thread without

success. At last we gave them a few yards of thread

each and diverted their minds to less lucrative pur-

suits such as cutting firewood.

March 27 (Thursday). Wanga fu fu. Rain again

to-day. ^7e remained in cann and continued with specimens.

.7e always have some on hand, no matter how long or how

hard we work. I must say that these natives have kept up

their end of the bargain. They supply us with more birds

and more vegetables than we can use.

Charley su su mai
, our best hunter. Informs us

that we are living on his land. I have often wondered

about his excellent behaviorism and upon learning that he

was our landlord remunerated him at the rate of one stick

of tobacco per diem (5 cents) rental.

March 28 (Friday). Wanga fu fu. Continued as

previously, le receive a wealth of material but no new
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3peoi 63 » I wish we oould devise some way of getting

into the bush, but the natives will not have us there.

They insist that this is not a part of the contract,

which is true. '.7e think it best not to break faith

with them. Undoubtedly there are ceremonial grounds

and burial places and skull houses that they do not

1 0 SGG •

March 89 (Saturday). Wanga fu fu. Heard a

number of Graramaut ' s (drums) beating this morning. Our

natives infora us that Charley Ba Ba Mai is calling in

carriers. 7e can expect a visit from him shortly.

Some sunshine to-day which gave us a view of

our surroundings. In every direction, there are peaks

of extinct volcanoes. ’That a wonderful place it must

*

have been ages ago.

Natives out again, but a marked falling off

of raateriaJL. I presume they know, what we do not, that
>

we are to move camp.

March 30 (Sunday). To Arola. Charley Ba Ba

Mai, police boy, showed up this morning with 17 carriers.

He explained that he intended to take us t o Arola where

we would be near native gardens, since those natives he

had engaged to carry foodstuffs over to our camp refused

to do so any longer. He stated further that one of his

children was ill and that he wished to be close at hand

if anything happened. He also wanted to assist in the

hunting.

I suspect there were other motives besides those
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mentioned, but could never discover them,

'.Ve had no course open but to follOT;v the police

boy's advice, who after all knew what he was doing. Tie

loaded everything on the backs of 17 carriers and pro-

ceeded to Arola which we reached about 5

Our journey during the day took us over 3 dis-

tinct mountain ranges of 3000 feet each and through two

large rivers, the Quare Lafa and Quare Mareta.

The country over which we passel was rugged

indeed. In one place we were forced to scale some 700

feet up an almost perpendicular cliff. Landslides were

met with frequently. There were no indications of human

habitat ions.

After our journey I had nothing but admiration

for those native women who have been supplying us with

food from Arola.

At Arola we found a Governraent rest house built

by Mr. Koenig, a Patrol officer in 1928. This building

was situated on a cLered knob and was some 60 feet in

length by 20 feet in width. By far the finest dwelling

we have encountered in our travels. This new home will

give us ample snace in which to store our effects and

work our material.

March 31 (Monday). Arola. Here we are camped

at an elevation of 3000 and about 10 hours walking dis-

tance from the east coast.

The whole -area about us is in the form of a
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huge plateau with ancient volcanic peaks rrotruding here

and there. Rivers and streams have cut deep valleys ir-

regularly throigh the terrain.
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Near at hand in the scattered village of -Irola

with some 50 or 60 inhabitants, the remnant of a once popu-

lous group of people.

Those natives who escaped the wrath of the Grovern-

ment's expedition have banded together here, under the

leadership of Charley Ba Ba Mai.

Hunters out all day and returned with good ma-

terial practically the same as on Mount Toranbusu, which

we can see in the distance, except for the mountain

Cymnophans .

April 1 (Tuesday). Arola. Ba Ba Mai has Joined

our staff of hunters. He very kindly offered to supply all

foodstuffs gratis and give us the house rent free. 17hy I

don't know; l have never experienced an act of gratitude of

this kind either previously or since.

Our faithful Antai turned over his duties as cook

to Ole Rene lak Mo and will devote all of his attention to

bird preparation. ITith Eyerdam and the two natives skinning

I can Just keep even with them making up the birds. We have

found that we can go faster than when all are skinning and

making up material.

Ba Ba Mai turned in our first example of Ceyx

lepidus to-day. This is indeed a find. This same man

promises to bring us examples of Spiloglaux as well.
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April 2 (ledneaday). .Irola. Jinployed as pre-

viously. I took sotne time to label up specimens and make

a check-list of the amount of material received.

Three carriers bring much needed supplies and a

note from Hamlin. He has had a very unfortunate trip to

Ulava, was forced to pass up the ’’Three Sisters Grroun" and

has gone on with the ship to Grower Island to the north of

Malaita to spend a few days. He will return on or about

April 7.

April 3 (Thursday). Arola. Employed as pre-

viously. I have also been able to label specimens as we

go along.

Broke our kerosene lamp, but borrowed one from

Queensland Joe. 7e are living in up-to-date surroundings

after all.

April 4 (Friday). Arola. Hunters brought in 30

birds, including two examples of the mountain O^/TOnophaps .

April 5 (Saturday). Arola. Had a number of se-

vere earthquakes during the night. These brought on a land-

slide not too far distant from camp, which frightened the

natives terribly. Some of them came running to us for moral

support, I suppose, and kept us awake until daylight with

their jabbering. Employed all day with specimens and labels.

April 6 (Sunday). .irola. Stopped the hunting to

label specimens. I am in a hurry to finish this task in or-

der that Eyerda' can take the two tin cases full of birds to

the ship when Hamlin returns and bring the containers back

for more. I do not wish to chance the skins in anything but
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fairly water-tight boxes.

Likewise I hate to sacrifloe Eyerdam from the

preparation, but will not trust the skins to natives alone

who are entirely too careless.

It is a relatively minor task to collect and nre-

pare specimens. The work and care comes in later, in get-

ting material from the field of activities to the Museum and

into careful hands.

Charley Ba Ba Mai turned in a pair of black owls

( Spiloglaux ) . This is truly the catch of the season. Te

have heard this species calling at night a number of times,

but could never induce the natives to collect it. I shouldn't

be surprised but what it is mixed up in their culture in some

way.

April 7 (Monday). Arola. Hard rains and fog all

day. Didn't send the hunters out, but continued with labels

and packing for Eyerdam's trip.

He got away about 2 P."'. in the rain after we had

wrapped the cases of birds carefully
. with old canvas and

later leaves.

April 8 (Tuesday). Arola. Boys brought me 19

birds which engaged all of my time. I ran out of labels,

was forced to use slips of paper until supplies arrive.

It is the devil's own job trying to keep on and

on with only a limited arount of material and a class of

carriers who balk at a load of over 25 pounds. How for-

tunate the African expeditions must be with boys who can

handle 50 pounds with ease.
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April 9 ('.Velnesday ) . lArola. The day em-

ployed as previously. Hunters turned in only a limited

number of speoimens. I am using Mayr's method of dealing

with the natives in their own bird language. More re-

cently, I have cut down materially on the number of sne-

cies required, which means that we have nearly completed

our series of each species. Consequently, this diminishes

each day's return in proportion. I do not pay for ma-

terial that is not wanted.

The natives are pretty good-natured about all

of this. As I look back at it, I’m convinced that they

could have been much worse than they were.

April 10 (Thursday). Arola. This day employed

as previously. I ran out of cotton which was an incon-

venience.

April 11 (Friday), .^ola. Hunters out; myself

employed as previously. Hamlin and Syerdam with 11 car-

riers showed up some time after noon. They brought much

needed arsenic, cotton and ammunition, but no food. That,

of course, was not necessary as we have tons of it here.

Hamlin announced a successful trip to Cower Is-

land, where he collected a number of rails.

He was somewhat perturbed over our leaving

Torambusu, but under the circumstances related previously,

we had no alternative, but to shift camp.

After Hamlin had seen a list of the material

taken, some 500 specimens, including many desirable spe-
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oies well represented I believe he felt better over our

work.

There Is no doubt but what we did miss some

species that the natives would not collect and which

are mixed up In their culture but which ones those are

we were never able to ascertain.

April 12 (SaturdajO. Arola. Hunters out, rest

of us at specimens and myself labeling another lot of ma-

terial. One young man brought in an example of Strix alba ,

the bam owl which he had collected with a bow and arrow.

This species must be emigrant here. Very few natives

recognized it. Hain again to-day. Two good hunters took

off for Cl sing- sing to return Monday and bring specimens

with them.

April l-"^ (Sunday). Arola. One hunter turned

in a Spiloglaux which he had ruined in shooting. ',7e pre-

served the remnants in alcohol. All of us engaged as pre-

viously.

April 14 (Monday). Arola. Hunters returned from

their dance with a poor sho’wing. 'He have about finished

our work here. The shooters have reached the place where

hunting la a burden to them. Their Interest has dwindled.

Hamlin feels that we must be getting back to the ship as

there is not much food left on board.

I should have liked to establish a camp in

another locality and remained on some time, but one can

not continue indefinitely when there is a costly ship
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eating up expenses and lying idle at anchor.

April 15 (Tuesday). Arola. This is to be

the last day. Hunters out and returned with a very

desirable hawk as well as other material.

Ourselves engaged labeling specimens and

packing for the trip down.

The Hotel Arola Heed orchestra entertained

us with a number of selections to-night. The whole

spirit of the place hao changed since it has become

known that we are leaving. Apparently we have been

unwelcome guests all of these days.

Called in all of the guns and paid off the

hunters at rates fixed previously.

A concise record of native collecting on

Malaita Island follows:

NATIVE

i7h i s key
Hagora
Brown
Teake
Charley
John

Olefenelamo
Antai
Pafuliah
Tuewanna
Deantaro
Ba ba mai
Be l^ing ah
Limpekuva
Sumburigene
Oetavo
Ofusiah
3u su mai
Hankepaw John
Okamare

Total

BIRDS GOILSCTED

68
27
77
64
21
1

90
3

65
2

52
96
24
2

05
5

15
7

7

61
782 birds

SHOTS EXPENDED

92
41

123 Su'u
98
34 Distri ct
6

144
3

112
3 Ari Ari

75
125 District
50
3

127
8

25
10
26

101
1195 shots
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This is not a oanplete record of natives em-

ployed. It is, however, a general average.

In all 1039 specimens, representing 63 species

of birds, were obtained fran the whole of the island.

Over 600 of those taken were from the mountain

area, at an average of 3000 feet elevation.

At the beginning, I p*<'d the native hunters one

stick of trade tobacco (5 cents) for every three birds

delivered. Later on, when the quota of more common spe-

cies had been filled, I raised the scale to 2 birds for

one stick. More desirable species were reckoned as fol-

lows:

Hawks: 2 sticks
Flying fox: 1 stick
Owls: 5 shillings
0’ possum: 1 shilling
Hail: 1 shilling
Thrush: one calico

Micropsitta: 1 stick
Philloscopus : 1 stick
Hehipidura (new sp ) ; 1 stick
Geyx Lepida: 2 sticks
Turooenas: 1 stick
any new bird: 1 shilling

The payment of one stick of tobacco per diem

rent on house and the same for tax for shooting over a

chief's land was paid except at Arola where foods, house,

and hunting were tax free. Carriers were remunerated at

the rate of one shilling each per diem. This is a fixed

Government rate and was strictly adhered to.

During most of our campaign in the bush, we

lived almost entirely upon native foods. Locals suprlied

us most generously and well throughout all of our stay.

I paid, roughly
, the following prices for native foods when

del i vered:

2 rings bananas, 1 stick tobacco or:
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1 stock (6 rings bananas) 1 shilling
10 pound sweet potatoes, 1 stick weighed
10 large taro, 1 stick
5 large Pau Pau, 1 stick
1 basket lemons, 1 stick
3 large yams, 1 stick
1 large pineapple, 1 stick
5 ears sweet corn, 1 stick
3 hen's eggs, 1 stick
5 lbs. gallip nuts hulled, 1 stick
1 bundle greens for soup, 1 stick

These prices are fairly uniform throughout

all of the Solomon Islands, if the prospective purchaser

is patient enough to haggle with the vendor.

Although we had heard any number of stories re-

garding the maliciousness of these Malaita men, we found

them quiet, peaceful and quite willing to cooperate with

us throughout all of our stay.

April 15 ('Wednesday). To the sea coast. Some

difficulty was experienced finding enough bearers to handle

our duffle. 7e compromised by putting everything into the

hands of Charley Ba Ba Ilai and instructed him to see that

all of our effects reached the coast. In this particular

case the suggestion worked, but such tactics are not

recommended. Natives will run off and leave car<© behind

unless they are watched carefully.

Away at 9:30 and reached Sandy's village about

4 in the afternoon. Te experienced hard rains all of the

way. Hamlin, who has not been well, came down with a dose

of gastric malaria. tVe got him into bed early with plenty

of hot tea for gruel,

I have been dubbed 'T.iaster Joe." Jhere the name

came from I will never know.
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April 17 (Thursday). To Ulimburi. Away at

daylight. Hamlin though far "rom well and weak from

fever concluded to push on. One cannot help but ad-

mire his determination. Heached the coast at noon and

had all effects aboafd shortly after two P.M. The road

from Arola ia fairly level and regular until one is

within a few miles of beach when it stops abruptly. And

one must descend a cliff to the coast, lifter all, that

part of the interior where we were, is a large table-land.

The soil and formation near the Ulimburi side is mostly

coralline. This is much different from the basaltic for-

mations on the opposite coast to the westward.

All carriers were paid off and departed after

a visi t to the ship.

le awarded Charley 3a Ba I'ai and Sumburigene a

free trip to Tulagi for their good work in bird collecting.

The former earned his holiday, if anyone ever did.

Engaged all afternoon unpacking material from

the bush. That came through without damage.

Eyerdam and I found the ship painted white when

we reached her and quite a contrast to her former color.

Captain Burrell was down with gastric malaria again. The

old man is suffering continually from this malady, princi-

pally because he will not look after himself.

Sent a note to my old friend Be bing ah to come

down and see our nice ship btit that gentleman was too

smart for me. He remained at home.

April 18 (Friday). Enroute Tulagi. Sailed a
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little after 10, Hamlin having had a little difficulty-

starting the engine. The Captain tried to sail the ’France'

out of the harbor, but was hardly capable of such an undei>

taking.

Hamlin with the engine. Hyerdam and I in the

hold engaged with specimens. Both of us feel the intense

heat at sea level after our weeks in the bush.

April 19 (Saturday). To Tulagi. 7e passed

around the north end of Malaita during the night and set

our course for Beuna Vista Island which we reached at 4 ?.M.

Arrived there in a rain-squall. Captain anchored off the

tiny island of Olevuga at 4:40 P.M. insisting that his

general health would not permit his remaining on deck

another night. In all fairness to the old man, he is sick.

So is Hamlin, but the latter doesn't complain about it.

Eyerdam ashore for shells and pigeons. The lat-

ter for ship's provender.

April 20 (Sunday). To Tulagi. Underway at 7 A.M.

and reached Tulagi shortly after 1 P.M. The Captain an-

chored the ship in the harbor proper and close to Butcher

Johnson's establishment much against our wishes. All of

us ashore for the evening meal.

April 21 (Monday). Tulagi. Hamlin awakened me

at 6 A.M. The ship had dragged in a s/E squall and had

touched the coral reef astern. Hamlin started the engine

and we took the vessel down the harbor 2 miles to Ellis

Cove where we anchored her in a safe location. Tulagi Har-

bor is a poor holding ground at best.
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Burrell was furious at us. He will not be ob-

liged to walk two miles for his mug of beer and his evening

game of oribbage.

Bank Holiday ashore. 'Ve remained on board engaged

in checking snecimens.

April 22 (Tuesday). Tulagi. Shipped our two

Malaita guests back to Su'u with Mr. Aldington.

To Bums Philp where we received a number of sup-

plies ordered previously from 71. S. Tait and Co.; Sydney;

most of these are ship’s stores.

Hamlin and I engaged checking specimens. Violent

rain-squall at intervals prevented much work aboard ship.

No mail has arrived from the Museum, v/e are in

a quandry.

April 23 (Wednesday). Tulagi. To Bums Philp

with Hamlin. The manager is determined that we shall set-

tle our account at once, though he is perfec tly w ming to

extend us more credit. I am beginning to suspect that he

wishes to seize the ship, an old trick of this firm.'s.

Purchased enough commestibles to tide us over ^or

the present and returned to the vessel to continue with

specimens

.

Set the crew to work cleaning guns and straightening

up the hold.

A beautiful day but the captain could not find

courage to return to the vessel. Burrell is a "terrible
piece of work," to use the Australian vernacular, but just

as good or better than the average ship master in this r^art

of the world.
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Developed pictures; obtained poor results. I

simply do not know how to take photographs nor develope

151

them.

April 24 (Thursday). Tulagi. Captain Bur-

rell returned this morning and was severely reprimanded.

He refuses to eat with us any longer. Hamlin feels that

we should give him his 3 months' notice, but I am afraid

he will leave us stranded without another man available.

Such an instance would incur an enormous waste of time

and expense by a replacement from Sydney,

Hamlin has received a reuly to his radio to

Bank of New South ’.Tales, Sydney. There remains a small

balance in his favor there.

Cabled the Museum as follows "When can we re-

ly upon remittance now ready to leave. W.P.C.H.H.

Myself at birds and bird parasites. Syerdam

at his notes.

Hamlin to work on the engine to overhaul the
LC.A V/N G

- 5 ^ /Vi /> fl/S) ,*

same before/\and the slip our next objective.

April S5 (Friday). Tulagi. Billi or Bele,

Guadalaanal native, paid off and left the ship. Crew

engaged hauling fresh water in the big boat. Anzac da.v,

everything closed ashore. Myself at birds. Eyerdam notes

and Hamlin engine.

April 26 (Saturday). Tulagi. The following

cable from the Museum received, "|10,000 sent to Bank

New South Wales between 1st January and 9th day of April.

Next payment g:4000 to be deposited July 1st. Murphy-.
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This money has been forwarded by mail apparently

and will reach Sydney about the middle of ’May.

Celebrations ashore, hence we remained aboard

ship employed with specimens. Hamlin took off for Cavutu

to avail himself of the services of the workshop there.

Captain down with gastric malaria.

April 27 (Sunday). Tulagi . Hanlin and I en-

gaged on board. Eyerdara shell hunting. The boat's crew

took Eyerdam to Nigela Island and left him to return with

a local canoe. Eyerdam did not return so sent a boat for

him at 8 "'’.M. locals had left Eyerdam stranded in a man-

grove swamp.

April 28 (Monday). Tulagi. Hamlin and I to see

Mr. Scott, Manager of Bums Philp and Co. We showed him

the recent cable from the Museum and asked him to please

accept a post-dated check for the balance of our debit.

Scott would not accept this arrangement, but agreed to

consult the Sydney headoffice.

Very little work accomplished aboard ship. Eyer

dam packing shells. Hanlin engaged with the engine.

April 29 (Tuesday). Tulagi. The S 'S Marsina

arrived in port but no mail from the Museum. Sent Dr.

Murphy the following cable: "Malaita Island as complete

as possible 1050 forms will proceed first to Samarai .

”

The Manager, Mr. Scott, has informed us that

Burns Philp and Co., Sydney, will transfer our accounts to

Saraarai where we can meet them. This is a decided advan-
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tage for ua as there is a branch of the Bank of New South

<7ales in Samarai where we can do business direct.

Crew engaged variously. Hamlin at engine. Eyei^

dam shells, myself birds.

April .'^0 ('^Tednesday ) . Tulagl . The s/S Marsina

departed for Sydney. I dispatched a letter to Dr. Murphy

outlining activities of the past campaign as well as a sum-

mary of our present financial condition.

Burrell and I took the ship’s chronometer to the

’Marsina' to have it checked and learned that that instru-

ment is losing time at the rate of 28 seconds per day. The

old instrument must be replaced before we make an extended

voyage at sea.

May 1 (Thursday). Tulagi. To Makambo. To go

over all accounts with Mr. Scott, the manager of Burns

Philp. I left with an exact record of all of the expedi-

tion’s dealings.

Obtained a Swedish matchcase and returned to the

vessel to pack the Malaita material.

Hanlin at work on the engine. Eyerdam hunting.

Grew engaged repairing sails and sundry tasks.

May 2 (Briday). Tulagi. Myself engaged packing

specimens. Hamlin employed with the engine. Crew employed

mending sails. John Ellis, sailmaker, aboard with the new

stay-sail, for which he charged seven pounds and 10 shil-

lings. This was bent immediately and discovered a very

mediocre piece of workmanship for the price. I firmly be-
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lleve Burrell and the sailmaker engineered some sort of

backhanded business whereby the Captain received a com-

mission on this job. I shall never trust the old man

with any financial dealings again.

Syerdara ashore hunting and became hopelessly

lost another time. He did return with an example of

Gentropus ?, a bird frequently heard booming, but never

obtained. This species has been eagerly sought on N'gela

Island since the beginning of Beck's visits to Tulagi in

1928.

May (Saturday). Tulagi. Ashore and paid

a number of bills in the city. Returned to the ship and

packed birds. Hamlin with the engine. Grew employed

painting ship. Eyerdara along the reefs collecting shells.

May 4 (Sunday). Tulagi. Gaptain confined to his

bunk with gastric malaria. -,7e are highly amused listening

to an old reprobate like him calling for spiritual assis-

tance. Burrell’s untimely illness will delay our sailing

time. 7e have decided to wait for him and the mail 7/ednes-

day

.

May 5 (Monday). Tulagi. Gaptain very sick. ,7e

recommended a doctor, but the stubborn old rascal insists

that he knows his ailment better than professional men.

Myself engaged packing a case of Santa Cruz curios for the

Museum. This is some of Beck's old material and should be

out of our way. Hamlin with the engine. Eyerdam with

shells; crew en^loyed painting ship's decks.

May 6 (Tuesday). Tulagi. To Burns Philp with
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cases of birds and curios consigned to the Museum via

s/s Carisso, an American copra boat. Captain still in

his bunk with fever.
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3yerdam collecting shells. Hamlin with the

engine

.

To interview the Government again regarding na-

tive boat's crew for our proposed trip to Sanarai. The

Government does not appear to be very favorably inclined

toward our proposition.

May 7 (Wednesday ) . Tulagi. Took the vessel to

Carpenter's wharf to fill up with fresh water while Hanlin

was testing out the engine.

Mr. Kidson, Government Secretary, was very dis-

agreeable about our requisition to engage a native crew

for services outside the group. This proposition is

hanging fire and shows signs of delaying us indefinitely.

May 8 (Thursday). Tulagi. Hamlin engaged with

the engine; he is not satisfied with the performance of

yesterday

.

Had the misfortune to tear my right hand badly

while working in the hold. It seems that no sooner is one

member off the sick list than another is on. Even Syerdam

IS suffering from some 50 island sores on his legs, brought

on by carelessness and lack of attention.

To ,7. H. Carpenter and Co. to purchase a number

of supplies for the vessel. It is disheartening the anount

of commestibles four whites and six natives can consume in

a week's time.
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Sent a cable to the Bank of New South Tales,

Sydney, as king the bank to transfer the balance of Hamlin's

account to my name.

John Boyd Riddall, late accountant of Lever

Brothers Plantation, joined the staff of 'T^rance.' I must

have someone to help me when Hamlin and Eye rdam leave.

Riddal is purely a novice, but as acceptable as the average

in this part of the world. I hops that he will be competent

enough to learn the ins and outs of the Deisel engine before

Hamlin leaves the expedition.

Riddall and I agreed that the former would work

gratis the first month, would receive a salary of five

pounds the second month and ten pounds the third, with an

advance when he had mastered the engine and showed pro-

ficiency in bird skinning.

Ths 'Montoro' brought us no mail but landed

among the passengers, Lr. Sylvester, M. Lambert of Suva

Fiji, who is carrying on a yaws and hookworm campaign

throughout the South Sea groups. He is serving the Rocke-

feller Foundation in cooperation with the British Grown

Colonial office at Suva.

T)r. Lambert is anxious to visit Rennell Island as

quickly as possible. Purely by chance, Hanlin met him and

suggested that the schooner 'France' would be the most logi-

cal means of transportation to that island. Dr. Lambert

liked the idea and agreed to put the plan before the Resi-

dent c cinmissioner the following morning.

I’a:/’ 9 (Friday). Tulagi . Day of rainy weather
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Hamlin at the engine. Eyerdarn shells; myself incapacitated

with hand.

Ashore to <7. R. Carpenter and Co, to give them a

check: issued in my name for our stores purchased.

Captain sufficiently well to spend his time ashore.

May 10 (Saturday). Tulagi. The Resident commis-

sioner has granted Or. Lambert permission to visit Rennill

and Bellona, an uncontrolled restricted group of islands.

This is indeed a piece of good fortune on our

part and offsets a great deal the loss of time we have en-

countered in this port over finances and native crew.

e
Hamlin and I had planned to visit Rennill again

enroute Sanarai and run the risk of being fined by the

Government for visiting a portion of the group while we were

under a foreign clearance.

Had we gone ahead as we planned, the Government

vessel with Dr. Lambert aboard would undoubtedly have dis-

covered us at work there. The timely arrival of Dr. Lambert

offset this exigency and gave us a clean bill of sailing.

Hamlin must be given full cret^it for a splendid piece of

engineering. It is doubtful whether the British Goveniment

would have issued us a permit had we asked for one.

Monday midnight was the hour set for sailing. I

did not bother to inform the Captain of our intentions,

knowing full well that we had a competent enough staff to

operate without his assistance.

Hamlin and Riddall spent the day with the engine.

May 11 (Sunday). Tulagi. forked on accounts all
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day to find that we have dispensed with our April remit-

tanoe before that arrives in Sydney in May. This leaves

us just where we were before without funds and relying

upon credit for supplies until the July r omi t tanoe

.

I therefore prepared the following cable to the

Museum: '’Please telegraph immediately Bank New South ’.Vales,

Sydney 500 pounds sterling debit the account to July remit-

tance. Letter follows. Ooultas.

For my part, I see only course open for the present

that is continue the Hennlll campaign, then proceed to

Samarai, put the vessel on the slip emd give her a good

overhaul. Following this, lay the vessel up and dismiss the
pcRibd °

captain for a^months untl 1 such time as I have accumulated

sufficeint funds to carry on properly.

There is the pending exchange df the ’France’ for

the 'Hoyal Bndeavour' which would give us a faster vessel,

but would leave us no better off financially than formerly.

I plan one of two objectives for the next months.

Either lease or charter the vessel to some individual or

corporation around Samarai or else take the vessel to Noumea,

lay her up, and continue as a land unit until such time as we

are ready to undertake the Carolines.

I feel that it would be madness to go to the Caro-

lines in our present condition.

Ma,v 12 (Monday). Tulagi. A busy da^'-. Dr. Lambert

has purchased and contributed more than a generous quantity

of supplies for his share of the trip to Pennell and Bellona.

These came on board and were stored.



.1' iTqjt *£iiO f'euaeqisif) avail ®w >ui1t oJ

Q-^v«q' airiT .va'i/. nl v.®n.*"ia ul eyvliija eio^ed eoasi

salYlei Bae ^uOiiJlw sloped er^en eir ttecir jaot eu

. ?»orifl- ^ irnei y.M ©rl- IlJuo ealljfqjja io> JiBeic aoqa

9dS 0? BldBo IwuIIol: »nj Bs'tiaje'i'T e-iol«»79f;'? I

ioIfiT dsuoB weH :inB3 LBemi dq^i^sloj ese©!*!" tnsjee. j:

-wM.?^*£ :CuS 0? ?nijoooa 6'^ :l i deb. }tal lied e sbauoq 005 \;00Bii8

.Ef'^fuoO .ewcir.ot :ej;tel .©oiib3

yseier erid io^ asqo eanuoL vXiio 8f b I ,disq ije io^

od ieeooirT neri^ , ii^laqsmv Illaftef' edd eucldnoc el dadd

Xoo^ B *i6ii ©vi^ briB qi£e edd liO leseav &cid doq , Ibib "bB

id ialtrefb ^ob qv Xsaesv ar'd^r^L ,8lcid gnlvollo'? .rasrirTfavo

l>r jflliJisuooB evad I bb bhiXJ docs ; iJcuf ?d^iioi3y»fi ‘lo't aladqB^^

,y. Lieqoz’i no ^*ixco od eS>£Us’t da lev i^J:ue

to'*- ’ooxiBi'"' edd Irb e^^edoxo ^iJ&neq add si siedT

jXbbbbv •tbJgb'^ b eu ov tlsjo?' doidK 'movB-tiiS. Ib^oF ©riJ

.vlieirro^ rjscid xXXfsianfini^ jod on bcj ©veeX i>£acv dud

. ariJnoir Jzen ©d 7 lOl aeyidoo'do ovd lo ©no nalq I

10 Xfinfilvifini eroa o7 [oeeev edd lediedo ic eapeL leddili

emuoV, od Xos^oy ©ri7 odfed B-.le io IbibobS finuoiB nolJaioqioo

BB eald douis ^idau ilnn iiaal « ae ouaidnoo Xn© ,qu isri yal

.oexilLoiBC edd oiIbJi 'nn o7 \J>bbi ©ib

oi:-C' edd od od aeoilfjc- ed filnor 71 7 ©d7 I»el I

.noIdl'aoD Jneeeio luo nl ©enlX

edra.^: .*T- .rpl> yaud i. .ijjBlnl .
' SI xpfi

ydliOBup »uorcne^ .« n© rf7 'e dud fid coo .© l>©aBdoioq e«ri

BOlfbcL XCB IXsiinoF od qlil i; 7 ’'0 eie-'e ©id io^ eallqqde lo

.1>©io3b oi©» JSnB Iiflod no e.TBO eaoriT



cA^r%. . ' * , cuuoiTwr''

159

A cable to Hamlin from the Bank in Sydney an-

nouncing that they must have written instructions from Ham-

line, including specimens of my signature before they can

transfer his account to my name.

Crew engaged cutting firewood in the morning. In

the afternoon have up anchor and proceeded around the harbor

to try out the engine. It responded well so proceeded along-

side Burns Philo wharf at Makambo to fill up with fresh water.

At 11 P.M. , hove up and proceeded for Berandi

,

Guadalcanal, to pick up Gordon iThite, medical assistant, and

boys who will accompany us and assist Dr. Lambert.

.7e tried to obtain the services of a Chinese cook

before leaving Tulagi
,

but were not successful. Beyond

doubt, the former celestial who was engaged aboard spread

detrimental rumors among his kind.

May l."^ (Tuesday). Berandi. Beached Berandi an-

chorage at daylight after a favorable passage. Dr. Lambert

ashore to locate Gordon i7hite. They returned to the vessel

about 10 A.M. with gear which was promptly stowed aboard.

The whole party to lunch with Mr. Bobinson, plan-

tation manager, at his station house.

Got under way with the ship at 1 ’’.M. headed south

down the coast. The ship labored badly punching into a

steady east swell.

Toward evening Hamlin and Burrell entertained us

with a desperate battle of words. The Captain wanted to

put into Aola and rest for the night as usual,

less suggestion was pooh-poohed at length.

This sense-
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Burrell is one of these cross-;?rained oaritanke rous

old devils who would rather die than be agreeable. I am

afraid we take him too seriously.

May 14 ('.7ednesday ) . At Sea. Passed down the

coast of Gruadalcanal during the night and through Marau

Sound at 10 A.M., thence altered course to s/',7 to strike

center of Pennell Island approximately lEO miles' distance.

leach of the foresail carried away at 8 A.!". Took

the Captain well over 3 hours to unbend the old one and set

the new.

During the course of this operation Hemlin and I

shook out the reef in the mainsail that Burrell has been

carrying for months, le learned, as we suspected, that the

unused portion of the mainsail had mildewed badly, through

this act of gross carelessness. Burrell has always insisted

that there were not hands enough aboard to operate the ship

under full sail. Heaven help me, full rig sailing ships in

the Australian grain trade sometimes only carry 19 hands

aboard, and hers we are seven whites and ten natives (17 in

all) and not enough to handly a tiny 54- ton vessel.

May 15 (Thursday''). At Sea, Punching a quartering

sea with engine running and all sails set. Picked up Pennell

Island at 3. SO A.M, Captain altered course to oass down the

long 50-mile windward side of the Island. '.Thy I don't know,

unless it be spiteful seamanship.

The whole day spent tacking back and forth to the

windward to reach the southeastern end of the island.

May 16 (Priday). To Pennell. Approaching Pennell
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from the eastward, one is impressed by the fortresa-like

perpendicular blue gray limestone cliffs which rise straight

out of the sea. These gain an altitude of from 400 to 600

feet, are clean cut, free of vegetation and of so recent an

age that the action of the sea has not worn them anpreciably.

There is no indentation on the’ eastern aide of the

island, no anchorage, no holding ground; nothing but a

straight unbroken mass of limestone.

Toward morning we rounded the southern extremity

of the island and set our course for Eungava Bay in the

center of the western or lee side of the island.

About 8 A.M. while running down the coast, we

passed a large flock of black netrels resting on the water.

Hamlin wanted, quite rightly, to stop the engine and collect

specimens, but I felt that with the oresent master aboard we

had better get to an anchorage without risking the ship hove

to so close to shore. A good seaman would have handled the

fessel anywhere, but Burrell was nottrustworthy.

./e reached Kungava Bay, passed around numerous

reefs and anchored about 11 A.M. This bay, the only real

one on the island, indents several miles; except for the

Hazard of reefs, it affords an excellent anchorage during

the southeast monsoon.

Only a few natives came off to the ship to meet

us. They announced that the others were back in the in-

terior attending a festival. Bunners were disnatched to

bring the non-attendants t o t he beach post haste.

The arrival of a vessel at Hennell was an event
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of some consequence. Only a limited number of white parties

had called there during the years succeeding Pennell's dis-

covery in 1801 by Captain Butler in the 'Talpole.

'

Hamlin had spent eleven daj'-s on the island in

August and September 1928, but felt that a return visit

would yield additional species to his collections.

Hamlin and Syerdam ashore collecting. They re-

turned shortly with a good number of specimens which engaged

our time until 9 ?.M.

May 17 (Saturday). Pennell. Shifted the vessel

inside a protruding reef and anchored in 10 fathoms of water

near shore. This will simplify our transport problem. Dr.

Lambert and Cordon ,7hite disembarked at once to set up tents

ashore. They are to engage in a yaws and hookworm survey of

the native. A native census is to be taken as well.

By noon tne vessel and the foreshore were swarming

with natives who had heard of our arrival and had come to

trade ethnological material for any kind of metal we had to

offer. Volcanic or metamorphic rocks are almost unknown to

these people who have had to rely upon the use of limestone

for their stone implements. There are instances of volcanic

rocks being found embedded in floating refuge which has

washed up on the shores of the island from time to time and

they are prized most highly.

This was the story given us by the inhabitants

though Stanley, the geologist, who visited the island in

August 1927, reports finding pebbles embedded in the lime-
stone on the shores of Xungava Bay.
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So rarely have foreigners visited these people

that only a very few knives, steel fishhooks, and a?:es are

among their possessions.

,7e found these people strikingly Polynesian in

character and a marked contrast to our dark Solomon Island

crew. The former are tall, straight, well proportioned,

light skinned, and decidedly coordinate in their movements.

They appeared decked out in tappa cloth loin girdles made

from mulberry bark and well smeared with a bright yellow

tumeric paint. The odor of the latter being very pungent

and not agreeable to the European nostrils. Each’, male and

female alike, was tatooed according to their rank.

le all remarked upon the healthy, clean skins of

the inhabitants. None of them showed up with ugly, running

sores and deformed bodies as one is so accustomed to en-

countering in villages in the other islands. Dr. Lambert

only discovered evidences of yaws by examining the bottoms

of the natives' feet.

All of us ashore hunting. Birds there were in

abundance everywhere in the bush. ,7e encountered them almost

as soon as we put foot ashore. Because of their numbers and

indifference to human proximity, we could pick and choose as

we went along.

Our object in this second visit to Pennell being

to enlarge upon desirable species not taken in sufficient

quantity during Hamlin’s previous visit.

The locals were far from being an assistance in

our efforts. They swarmed after us in mobs shouting.
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pointing, and pestering us all of the time. It was not

an uncommon occurrence to have half a dozen of them pul-

ling, punching and hauling at one all at the same time

in an effort to attract the hunter's attention, and induce

him to shoot some particular specimen that that individual

had sighted.

To try and induce these people that one would

like to go by themselves was a hopeless task and only

added to the bedlam.

Once a specimen was killed, a dozen individuals

pounced upon it before it touched the ground. Each one

wished to handle it and examine it before relinquishing

possession. Many good birds were pulled to pieces in this

manne r.

After a few hours we gave up the job and returned

to the ship to work up our material.

Aboard ship, we were assured of no more privacy

than ashore. Locals swarmed over the vessel, into the rig-

ging, down in the hold and even into the main cabin. Not

unlike a hand of monkeys bursting with inquisitiveness we

herded them out of one area only to find them congregating

in another.

Despite their exuberance of interest, we four^
ii

them kindly eaid courteous in their own waj'’,— far too
>t

friendly, Hamlin remarked.

They were chronic thieves from the beginning. Cur

great problem lay in getting everything of value under lock

and key or else securely bolted down. .7e did enjoy a mild
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reoomp6iis6 In watching them at their pilfering.

An Individual would sight an old piece of wire

or a t in can placed by one of us in a not too conspicuous

place, which he would carefully take and hide under a piece

of canvas or behind a projection until opportunity arose to

get it off the ship. Another native would see the first one

hide the object of quest and he, in turn, would steal and

hide as opportunity arose. So the game went on.

May 18 (Sunday). Rennell. Found a dead rat in

the water tank. This will make our water problem a serious

one. There is no fresh water ashore only brackish from the

seepages. /7e shall be able to recover some with the aid of

the sails but not the quantity required. Our catchment

area is too limited.

The natives are accustomed to scooping out a

hole a few feet in from the salt water and subsisting on

the brackish seepage.

i7e shall have to resort to this means in the end

with its accompanying diarrhea.

Considerable rain to-day, but we managed to add

BO specimens to the collections.

Natives were with us in abundance despite the

rain. '.7e found a few of them who could converse in '’Pigeon

English” which they had picked up in former contacts with

whites. These we bombarded with questions. Pr. Lambert

worked with them in trying to compile a census of every

native on the island. He met with complications. Some

individuals have from two to half a dozen names.
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,7e asked them from vshenee they originated. They

knew nothing of their origin except that their ancestors

arrived in canoes from a distant island. Probably from

Slkianna or the Santa Cruz group as C. M. '.Voodford infers.

May 19 (Monday). Pennell. I am still troubled

with a sore hand which hampers activities. Captain and

Hiddall both down with fever all day. Hamlin and the Doctor

wish to visit the lake in the interior. Hsmlln is particu-

larly anxious to obtain exair':ples of a rail and a large

water or shore bird (crane) that he missed on his previous

excurs ion.

Crew were employed cutting firewood and bringing

off fresh water to the ship. They were ably assisted by

fourscore or more natives who insisted upon riding every

time a boat was launched.

May EO (Tuesday). Pennell. Captain and Piddall

still down with fever. Another day of rain. Hamlin, Dr.

Lambert, Cordon 7hite and Jilyerdam got away at 11 A.M. with

hundreds of natives, assisting in carrying the gear. Des-

tination Kassawala and the lake in the center of the island.

These Pennell people have no conception about

landing cargo. Hamlin had a most trying time attempting to

shift the stuff off the beach. A native would pick up a

bundle, lift it, put it down and scrarable for another. How

the stuff was transported to the lake and returned is be-

yond my comprehension.

I remained with the ship to journey to the lake



9

pd'I ocuadw moil snerii Jb&siBM 9f '

aioitse-o.rs tloritf iarf? ^/lodxo niello rledi lo ^uidJon

cjoil \IdBdoiTi .Jbr.sXai luaJaiA b cioil seoaao cl AovIiib

BTslul inotfcQoW *M .0 QB -TSOI'S icaO Biaat edJ io bocsIjIIS

toXdooiJ 1X1^8 ne I .ir^njef.

fine cixjJqBO .eeldivi^oc eiaqiasri ddlriwficed eios ' b tOiw

00(1 8dl fics nlXiaBH IIb sotbI riSlw ci?ofi dd od .IIofifilH

alJiai ai clIwH .ToUstfnl ©dd cl ©:dcX ©dd lleiv od deJw

©gicl B fice XlBi B lo aslqjoexe clad^to od booIxsxb >;XtbI
• “ '

' w

:rolTeia ©Id no fieeeim ©d dadd (ocbio) £.ild ©lori© io
^ .'

1
*

.colsxcoxe

iil^iiilid :frrB fiootreill gc 1 u» fie^tolqiijs ©i©w weTr>
% ^

%

^d fisdeicsB *^fde bi©w .qics ©dd o3 ‘J©vBw d©9il Tlo

Xi£yr© gnlfin aoqif fielalecl oria B»vl3Bfl ©lOfli io’ ©looeicol

t.> y ^ •

.bedtruseX 8«w Jeod b ©ralJ

efiBl? fia© clBJqBO .XXeanar .(^fieecT) CrS itB'J
y»

.iC ^frlX/cfi’T ^.nl8i lo \al ledjqcA .i©v©l dS Lw awob Xll^e

Jlir ,:!.i XI 1e XBVB mtbieyC<^ Iob nofiioC .JisdaBJ

-8fiC .ia©% eW ^ ^tX’nBO nl jiCllBieeB lo efie^inuri

bIbI edl ^0 xolceo ©dv cl ©^bC ©dd 6c© «Ib»i> 88B^X nojVBoll

, ^
toodfi nol^q©ocoo oc «vjfd ©Xq08q XlBCCfiP onoiT -

^nl^qr^iJ* ©mid d 80cr e 6®d nlX'nDH- .Osibo ^Ifical

B qa i(oJq filco© ©'^llBn JL. ,do»©'d odd Ho Hcjs ©ritf dlld©

i3 .led Soon iol eldsato© fi.us cwo6 Jcq ,tfJ illX ,8l6cod

--»d el 6ftmc5ei fir© ©»©£ ©ri^ od fiedtoqaoB-td aa« lied a ©dd

•CO laced©iqmoo Z<^ bnox

9Kb£ ©dd od icoC od qlda edJ ddlw fiac Isciei X

A 1



167

later on if all goes well with the Captain. Though I do

feel that it is a little risky leaving the old man alone

with the natives. He is entirely too jumpy and irritable.

Anave, a local, has attached himself to me in

true Polynesian style. He will do my every bidding and ask

no return, simply records himself as my brother; conse-

quently I have given him a musket and have sent him hunting.

Later he returned with some fair material. Charley cleaning

engine. Crew catching rain water and mending the olri fore-

sail.

Hay 21 (Wednesday). Pennell. A day of sunshine.

Hiddall and I hunting with Anave. Hlddall fell on the

rough coral and hurt his back. Returned to the shin and

worked specimens until 10:30 P.M.

We found walking in the bush very difficult. The

whole of the island is composed of raised limestone,

whereas, to quote Stanley, the "weathering of the limestone

produces all the features of Karst topography." That is

the surface is broken and covered with sharp jagged points

which catch one's shoes, tears clothing and injures one

when he trips and falls.

Hiddall was given his first lesson in bird skin-

ning. Anave joined us and showed marked signs of being an

addition to our staff. It is remarkable how quickly natives

can learn to immitate another's operations. Unfortunately,

they do not seem to be able to handle preparation satisfac-

torily after they are skinned.

Captain Burrell upset the equilibrium of the ves-
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sel by engaging in a fight with native Panio, a aub-ohlef

from across the bay. Burrell was entirely at fault by

pushing and striking the man. Timely intervention saved

us from serious complications. It was necessary as a pre-

cautionary measure to close all cabin doors and keep the

natives out of our quarters. This move will make the cabin

oppressively hot.

May S2 (Thursday). Pennell. Dull and cloudy

with moderate rains. Grew engaged cutting firewood. Piddall

incapacitated with a lame back.

Myself into the bush hunting. I covered con-

siderable distance through the underbrush and was cognizant

of the scarcity of large trees. Those observed were scarcely

more than 40 feet in height and quite uniform in size.

Brush, Tines and shrubs grew in an almost impenetrable mass.

Occasional gardens were met with but those were

only rudimentary. Probably due to the lack of suitable soil.

The small boys who accompanied me were highly

entertaining in their quest for food. I experienced a new

lesson in native behaviorism, watching these urchins hopnina:

about gathering insects which they consumed on the spot.

Although the food of these people comprises fish

and Crustacea, clams, lobsters, green Pan Pan, Pana (small

yams), bananas, sweet potatoes and a kind of nut not unlike

tainted cooked meat in flavor, Pandanfis shoots and birds

in sufficient quantity to keep them healthy. Grasshoppers

are consuned in enormous quantities and are credited with
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being both nourishing and palatable.

Rennell also boasts of the largest coconuts in

the group. They grow to enormous size, but are used by

the natives for ceremonial purposes only. They do not grow

in sufficient quantity to make them of economic value.

No houses or villages are to be found in the

bush; the inhabitants spend their hours of rest or repose

in the abundant limestone oaves or out in the open where-

ever they happen to be. It is not an uncommon sight to

witness them lying sound asleep in the rain.

A few isolated miniature lean-to's mark the burial

grounds of the chiefs and leaders. These are occupied only

upon festival occasions and then by those of rank.

May 23 (Friday). Rennell. A downpour of rain all

day. '7e are terribly handicapped by the weather. I went

out long enough to obtain a thrush, a ground dove, and a

flying fox. The small birds were all too wet and sticky

to handle easily.

Dr. Lambert and (Jordon '.Thite returned frof'i the

interior. Dr. Lambert is suffering from a badly lacerated

leg which he bruised on the rough coral. They report the

road the worst they have ever encountered in all of their

travels.

or, A. Stanley in his Physiographic notes on Pen-

nell Island describes the route into the interios as fol-

lows "Behind the immediate shore line the land rises steeply.

Native tracks to the Interior usually lead to a lower gap

in the rim, (of the cliffs), so that though the average
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height of the rim may be 400-500 feet, the interior may be

gained in places by a climb of but a couple of hundred

feet. The ascent is not uniformly steep. The tectonic

history of Rennell has not been simple, and in places on

the outer side of the rim, there are still relics of an

elevated barrier reef, behind which is an elevated lagoon.

In climbing the rim, then the first steep rise is

over the old barrier reef; then follows a descent into a

hollow representing the lagoon; then comes a longer and

steeper climb up the main mass of the rim.

In general, once the summit is reached a more

gentle descent is commenced into the great central depres-

sion. The top of the rim is not level. There are low

gaps and higher peaks. In many places it is extremely

narrow, being only a few feet wide, knife- edged and jagged,

ilxposed as it is to the full force of the weather, it is

everywhere much fissured. The ragged limestone pinnacles

of the rim are quite the most difficult part of the Island

to traverse.

The central depression represents the one time

lagoon of the Atoll. The central depression Is occupied by

an exteiislve brackish lake. The surface of the lake is

about 70 feet above sea level.”

Ma.y 24 (Saturday). Hennell. Continuous rains.

Anave brought in a number of good birds which kept me oc-

cupied. Both Or. Lambert and .7hite resting from their

journey. ^Iddall in bed with his back.

Note from Hamlin. He reports a miserable camp
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in the rain. His rail tumei out to be Dupetor flavicollis

and the crane a spoonbill. He will return the night of the

E6 th

.

Panio or Shroda made his peace with Burrell by

bringing the latter a number of fine large coconuts ac-

cording to his ceremonial custom. 7/e rewarded Shroda with

a knife in exchange.

Shroda' s sudden change of temperament was

probably brought about by the anticipated return of the two

chiefs who are with Hamlin. These two men (the chiefs),

one a sand beach leader and the other a bush man, share the

responsibilities of Government over the people. Sub-chiefs,

such as Shroda, govern the outlying areas as proxies for the

big men.

The leaders do not tolerate fighting without their

consent

.

Put the crew to their duties, scrubbing paint and

work. If we remain much longer we shall have a yellow

ship from the tumeric which rubs off the natives' bodies.

May 25 (Sunday). Hennell. Another day of rain,

Ve accomplished almost nothing with the crowds of natives

aboard.

Got ashore in the evening and obtained a number

of swifts Collocalia which we found roosting in one of the

limestone caves.

May 26 (Monday), Pennell. Ashore hunting. Mr.

Hiddall still indisposed, not an auspicious beginning for

him. Tahoa, the salt water chief, aboard to pay his re-
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speots. This was supposed to be a marked ceremony, but was

interrupted by the rain. iYe gave him an axe, some tinned

meat, and bright calico and received in turn a few mats and

the keys to the city.

Hamlin and Syerdam returned late in the P.M. wet

and tired. They reported a hard trip into the interior and

only a limited number of specimens because of native inter-

ference.

May 27 (Tuesday). Rennell. i2yerdam took the

small boat relegated to Dr. Lambert which caused us sane

rather unc anfor table moments. '.7e had hoped to have a con-

genial ship throughout our voyage.

Rained all day, as usual, but a few specimens

were brought in by Anave.

Developed pictures with Hamlin. Foolishly, we

hung the wet films in the hold to dry and the inquisitive

natives had them on the floor and ruined them almost before

our backs were turned. 7e are eill becoming rather touchy

and irritable with the droves of natives around us all of

the time. The constant rains haven't helped our tempera-

ments either.

May 28 ( 'Yednesday ) . Rennell. iiyerdam ashore with

a number of hunters and returned with a few good specimens.

Myself at photographs and Hamlin engaged with the engine

preparatory to departure. Hiddall in his bunk; Captain with

fever. Grew engaged hauling water to the vessel. Fresh

water is a problem with us now.
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May E9 (Thursday). To Bellona. Hove up anchor

at daylight and proceeded toward Bellona Island to the north-

ward. Natives Ben Yah and Moah, the sons of the two chiefs

aocompanied us as interpreters.

Toward lunch time we hove to near a patch of

coconuts which the boys told us was a fishing site for the

inhabitants of that area. No natives appeared along the

foreshore. Je were cautioned by our guests against them

should they make their presence known.

Fighting is undoubtedly carried on between the

people of Kungava Bay and those of the north end of the is-

land. -7e noticed though that these people, with whom we had

spent our time, were surprisingly free of scars.

Anchored off Bellona Island just at dusk after

having used the engine all da^’-.

|7ith the lowering of the tide about 9 P.M. ,
the

ship swung around and bumped against a coral patch which

we had not observed when anchoring. Captain ordered the

engine started, anchor hove up with the intention of shifting

anchorage.

In the process of heaving in the anchor and cable

the latter fouled on a coral ledge or patch and parted.

'.7e were forced to proceed into deep water leaving a good

anchor and eleven fathoms of chain behind.

The Captain could have saved us this accident

had he put out a kedge anchor to the starboard quarter and

hauled us off the coral patch instead of trying to haul the

anchor in at low tide and in the dark here.
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A smaller einohor with inferior cable was set at

once. '.7e spent the night hove to offshore without a stay-

sail set for some strange reason.

May 30(^Fri day) . Bellona. Ban back to our an-

ohorage--a very poor one off the northeast corner of the

island, at da,ylight.

Grew were put to work diving for the anchor and

chain lost the night before. They located them in deep

water. An improvised dredging hook was brought into use

but failed to rescue our much needed equipment.

All of the white complement with the exception

of Burrell and iiyerdam made an excursion into the interior

of the island.

Bellona like Bennell was teeming with natives.

These were bolder and more aggressive than those we were

accustomed to. They lost no time in telling us that they

did not want the Government nor doctors nor white men of

any description.

Our party followed them to their village, oroper

villages on this island. '7e found them neat, clean and

orde rly.

.Valklng was much easier here with the ground of

a more clayish nature and without the sharp pinnacles of

coral rock that hampered us on Bennell.

Many more gardens were in evidence than on the

other island with each of these fenced in to keep out the

marsh hen Porphyrio which is regarded as a pest. This bird
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does oonaiderable damage in scratching out and destroying

native garden truck.

Bellona Island is very small in comparison with

Hennell. TTe noted, too, lack of true forest, which may be

accounted for by the smallness of the island and the large

native population. This naturally requires nearly every

available inch of ground to supply it with c oramestibles.

A few large trees were in evidence.

Bird life was found to be very sparse in com-

parison with Hennell. Scarcely a call note was heard in

the bush. ;7e were able to obtain a few species including

2 species of cuckoos and a fine hawk.

The party returned to the vessel at noon but

decided to wait until that night before returning to Hen-

nell in order that we could reach Kungava Bay in daylight

hours.

Burin: the afternoon I laid out representative

species of Hennell birds and asked Bellona oeople to stipu-

late which were inhabitants of their island.

A comparative list of Bellona species will be

found in notes of collections at the back of the book.

May 31 (Saturday). Bennell. Put to sea at 3:30

A.M. for return run to Pennell Island to deliver natives

Mo ah and BuhYah.

Buring the morning two natives from Mungghenua

approached the vessel in their canoe. Dr. Lambert, through

our interpreters, tried to get a census of their village

but had little success.
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Anohored In Kungava Bay at 4 P.!.T. Hamlin and I

developed pictures, but with little success. I feel badly

about this because we did want good photographs of this

island particularly.

June 1 (Sunday). Hennell. Grew engaged w afering

ship and cutting firewood.

Eyerdam with several natives collecting and they

obtained an excellent representation of thrushes as well as

other material, \7hat a blessing a few days of sunshine

would have been to us during our stay on Hennell.

Hamlin engaged with engine, myself with photos.

The two old chiefs were brought on board and pre-

sented with axes, knives and small locked boxes, the latter

being considered the greatest treasure of all.

!v!y assistant, Aaave, was presented with an axe

in return for his services.

June E (Monday). To Tulagi . Hove up anchor at

6:^0 and proceeded out of the harbor after we had chased

all of the locals off the ship. Made use of the engine un-

til we were clear of Hennell Island.

At Z:^0 P.M. stopped the engine and spread sails.

I had a terrible dispute with Captain Burrell who weinted to

continue with the engine all of the way to Tulagi. The

rumpus ended by Captain Burrell and me agreeing to part

c omp any

.

June 3 (Tuesday). Enroute Tulagi. Caotain ten-

dered his resignation in wjriting, effective 3 months from
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date or September 3, as per contract with Hamlin.

Moderate s/E breeze all day with ship under sail.

Each of us took turns at the watches.

June 4 (’Wednesday). To Tulagi. Sighted Guadal-

canal 8 A.M. Passed through Marau Sound 1 P.M. ,
anchored

Aula at 11 P.M. for the night. The Captain refused flatly

to take the vessel on to Tulagi.

All of us engaged in a heated brawl which accom-

plished nothing but hard feelings.

Eyerdam is seriously ill with malarial fever. T)r.

Lambert gave him several quinine injections which dissi-

pated the fever somewhat.

June 5 (Thursday). Tulagi. Peached Tulagi at

1 P.M., went alongside Carpenter's to fill vessel with

fresh water first of all. Our brackish water was dumped

and tanks cleaned thoroughly.

Following watering episode, returned to anchorage

off the Post Office.

Dr. Lambert, Gordon ,7hite, and riatlves ashore

with duffle.

le have learned from harbor gossip that the Resi-

dent Commissioner, Police Magistrate and 30 armed native

constabulary have sailed aboard the Government vessel

'Panadi' to Pennell Island thinking we had been attacked

by the natives there.

.7e had been granted a two weeks' stay on the

island, but did not make an allowance for sea time to and

from the island.
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Captain Hoblnson ';sith his 29-foot "A.V. Svaap”

in harbor. He is an American making a round-the-world

tour alone. '.Ye had him aboard for dinner.

June 6 (Friday). Tulagl. Syerdam no better; con-

tinued giving him injections. Hamlin engaged overhauling

the engine. Myself ashore to Burns Philp to purchase a new

anchor and chain, drums of oil, oars and sundries for the

ship and comma stibles.

Grew engaged cleaning ship which needs it badly.

Hiddall packing curios for Hr. Lambert who is

unable to undertake such tasks.

June 7 (Saturday). Tulagi. Eyerdam taken to the

hospital. Hamlin and I ordered before the Government Secre-

tary, Mr, Kidson, who reprimanded us severely for not giving

him official notice of our intended visit to Hennell Island

and also for overstaying the two weeks* leave granted Dr,

Lambert

.

This Parliamentary move was only engendered to

cover the Resident Magistrate's trip to Hannell, in his re-

port to the High Commissioner at Suva Fiji. In other words

we were used as pawns in the game of affording that execu-

tive a chance to see Hennell which he could not otherwise

have done.

June 8 (Sunday). Tulagi. Violent rain squalls.

Yere forced to let out 45 fathoms of chain in a poor

holding ground. Engaged packing Hennell material all'^ay.

June 9 (Monday). Tulagi. Burns Philp and Go,
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have informed me that the Captain of the motor ship 'Cariaso'

an American vessel, would not accept the cases of Kalaita

skins. Hence, they are still in the warehouse awaiting

shipment. This is an old trick of Burns Philp who will go

to no end of trouble to make consignees ship with their

vessels.

Gleaned up all material and delivered Pennell

skins to B ps for shipment to New York via the ’Marsina’

calling to-day.

Captain Burrell and Hamlin both down with fever.

Cave Hiddall the task of supervising the crew at

their cleaning operations. Visited Syerdam in hospital.

He is better.

June 10 (Tuesday). Tulagi. s/S Marsina sails

with Dr. Lambert aboard. Our bird skins as well.

Hamlin has cabled the Bank of New South >7ales

regarding our balance there.

Mr. Johnson, Covernnent Treasurer, attempted to

persuade us to take a crew of Chinese instead of Solomon

islanders.

Dispatched a letter to Dr. Murphy outlining

course of operations of expedition for past weeks.

June 11 (Wednesday), Tulagi. Day of rain and

strong winds. Put down the two anchors. Captain really

seriously ill with gastric malaria. We cannot induce him

to go to the hospital.

Hiddall and Hamlin at repairs on big boat ij^ioh

was daiTiaged when leaving Hennell Island.
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June 12 (Thursday). Tulagl . Grew ashore cut-

ting firewood. Eyerdam returned from the hospital. Cap-

tain still down with his fever. Still awaiting word from

Sydney and disposition of Government regarding crew.

Hamlin engaged with engine.
ii I'

June 13 (Friday). Tulagl. Svaap--Gaptain Hobin-

son, sailed ifor Samarai enroute Singapore. No radios.

Heavy showers all day.

Eyerdam out all day collecting shells despite

his recent illness. One marvels at his constitution.

All of us engaged as previously.

A letter from the Government granting me the

services of six Malaita boys outside the group for a

period of one year with the understanding that I deposit

15 pounds sterling per boy as a guarantee. This letter

was dated March 7, 1930, and only delivered to-day. I

am unable to understand such nrocedure.

June 14 (Saturday). Tulagi. Attempted to sign

on Freddie and Taro as boat's crew but they demanded 5

pounds each per month. Did manage to get Charley Lonsdale

and Belleu at 2 pounds and one pound respectively.

The Government demands that we pay the crew en-

gaged out of the territory at the rate of 2 pounds per

month per boy while in the same breath they condemn t’"Ose

who overpay the regulation one pound per month rate. This

is also beyond my c canpr ehe nslon.

The ship has developed an epidemic of rats which
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must have oome on board months ago at Gavutu. .Ve set

traps for them and must fimigate ship in 3«marai.

All of us e 'igaged variously making preparations

for sea.

In the evening viith Hamlin to visit Pansy .^Ider

and Bcb Perry. The latter is the first officer of the

'Hanadi'. Both Perry and IClder wish to join the staff of

the 'France' as Captain and engineer respectively. Their

insobriety is enough to frighten me out of such an arrange-

ment .

June 15 (Sunday). Tulagi. Impossible to accom-

plish anything ashore. Engaged aboard ship.

June 16 (Monday). Tulagi. IJo cable from the

bank. Decided to leave for Samara! . Ashore and signed on

one more native. Jack Ulava, as boatswain. Paid bills, ob-

tained a statement from Burns Philp and Go. for my accounts

in Samarai. Received a clearance and sailed at 1;?50 P.M.

Set a course to pass to the north 'ard of Guadal-

canal Island. v7eafner fair with a moderate southeast breeze,

June 17 (Tuesday). To Samarai. Murray Island

abeam at noon. '.Ve have broken the complement into S

watches. Native Charley and myself lE-4, Hamlin and Riddall

4-8, Eyerdam and Jack Ulava 8-lE. Belleu is the cook and

Captain Burrell is our guest. Moderate southeast breeze

all day.

June 13 ( iVednesday ) . To Samarai. Light winds and

calms made it necessary to use the engine several times,
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during the 24 hours. Captain Burrell spent most of the day

trying to work out the ship's position. He gave as figures

latitude 9° 26' 3. and longitude 167° 7,0 ' E.
, a run of 67

miles, but these are only approximate. Burrell would be a

hindrance on a long voyage.

June 19 (Thursday). To Samarai. Day of calms

and variable winds, used the engine several hours. Coast

of New Ceorgia still in sight to the nor'ard. Noon posi-

tion: latitude 9° 76 ' N., longitude 167° 16' E. , distance

covered 18 miles.

Had another squabble with Burrell and was told

that I was the most sacrilegious man he had ever known. I

feel that this is a compliment as well as an accomplishment.

Eor a mere lad of my tender years to outswear

an old man who has spent his life in sailing ships is an

achievement and should be duly recorded.

Charley has been set to work preparing buckets
of boiling water to which I add a generous quantity of ly-

301 and then souse the interior of the galley (cook house)
and the accompanying boys' quarters on deck forward. 7e
have accounted for thousands of cockroaches which have mul-
tiplied there. This hot lysol purge was continued daily
throughout the whole of the trip and wi th gratifying results.

June 20 (Friday). To Samarai. Moderate s/s
winds. Bright and fine.

Noon position, latitude 90 14 ' 3 ., longitude 155°
00' 3. dlatanoe run 76 miles. Uaed sails continuously.
Smployel painting the small boat and rigging up a new pipe
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for the galley stove. This instrument was fashioned out of

old b enzine tins

.

June 21 (Saturday). To Samarai. Dull and cloudy.

No sights. Wind rising to sharp squalls during the night

with reasonably high seas.

June 22 { Sunday ) . To Samarai. A hectic night.

During the 12-4 A.M. watch, Charley and I eisrperi enced numerous

strong squalls. We were running free before a S wind.

Numbers of sea birds hovered over the ship

screaming and crying. Charley insisted that he could smell

reefs. On 3 different occasions I awakened Burrell and got

him on deck but each time he insisted that we were alright

and returned to his bunk.

At daylight we sighted the Woodlarks dead ahead

which gave us a terrible shock. A dead fish was also dis-

covered on the troll line which we had trailing behind the

vessel.

During the early morning hours the ship had found

her way through a 6-mile stretch of clear water that sepa-

rates the Laughlin Islanaa from the Woodlark group. The

fish had broken its head on shoals over which we had passed.

We were roughly 30 miles north of our course,

having been set in that position by the tide.

Sheer luck and nothing more saved us from the loss

of the 'Prance,' Weather continued dirty all day. 'We tried
to find Strathard Island before night in order that we might
anchor but missed it.
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June S3 (Monday). Samaral. Nearly ran Into

Dawson Island Just before midnight. Nyerdan and Ulava

must have been asleep on their watoh. -7e got the ship

turned after she had got herself into calm water--a bad

sign9

,7e are all as Jumpy as a cat on hot stones af-

ter these two experiences.

Continued on to Samarai and anchored in the

roadstead by noon.

Medical officer off to clear the vessel and in-

form us that this day is the Prince of 7ales birthday, con-

sequently there is no chance of any business being trans-

acted ashore.

A small batch of mail was brought aboard including

communications from the Museum. These cleared up a number

of points that have been hanging fire and are quoted here-

with :

April 9, 1930

Dear Coultas:

Your letters from Malaita dated February 25

and 26, and the one written at Tulagi on February 18, have

proved very illuminating. The.y contained for one thing the

first full and bald statement of our debts in the field that

I have had up to date. It looks to me as though hitherto

you men had either not known the full extent of the indebted'

ness, or else you have lacked courage to tell us the hard

truth. I presume that the former is the true explanation,

for doubtless the i^iccumulated bills have been sprung upon
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you one at a time.

The most unfortunate and humiliating feature

from the point of view of the Committee is that several of

you men should have gone without your salaries, and es-

pecially that Dr. Mayr should have had to return to Europe

without being paid what we owe him. .7e were aghast at such

an idea, and I have imrae ii at ely written Dr. I’ayr in Berlin,

enclosing a dra-^t which 1 trust will cover our entire in-

debtedness to him. You may therefore wipe that matter off

your slate. I figure as follows:

30^ pounds advanced by Dr. Mayr, Aug. 1, 1939 $1474.10
Interest at 6 per cent Aug. 1, 1929 to May "^1,

1930. 73.70
Total $1547.80

In addition to this I asked Dr. Mayr to accept

the hundred pounds which we cabled him on February as pay-

ment in full for his salary.

You can see how it would never do for a European

to go back home with the story that he had lent funds to the

representatives of a rich American museum, and had then

accepted an indefinite promissory notej le thought of

course that Mayr had been paid in full before he left the

schooner.

Now while it is just as necessary as ever that

we economize in every possible way, my immediate ch ar.'^e to

you is that you square up every penny of indebtedness re-

gardless of what may follow. In December 1929, we sent

the expedition $4,500. Up to the present in 1930, we have

deposited in the Bank of New South Wales at Sydney, a total
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of ^10,000. The prior use of whatever part of these funds

you may now have is to pay the bills, so that we may begin
j

again with a clean slate. I have written the same story I

to Hamlin, and enclose here a copy of my letter with the

idea that he may have left before he hears from me. .Ye all

desire very much that Hamlin should come home at the first

possible moment. He need have no fear of any lack of appre-

ciation on our rart ,
for we think that he has made the most

of a very difficult situation. ,7e want to get a full per-

sonal report from him, and we stand ready to assist him in

whatever future work he takes up.

Now before taking up the details of your recent

letters, let me say that we would appreciate from you a

cable stating that all debts are cleared, and that you will

need apor oximately 9 for the balance of the campaign of

1930. Hereafter, credits will be made in your name instead

of Hr. Hamlin's, and until further notice they w ill be de-

posited in the Bank of New South Vales at Sydney. The next

formal deposit would be .^4,000 on or about July 1, 1930, but

we shall increase the sum for that particular ixjcasion if we

hear that you must have more.

We note with pleasure that a case containing

350 birds from Malaita has been shipped on the 3. S. Mataram,

I find no papers for these, but they will doubtless come

through all right. The Registrar likes to have consular

invoices accompanying the notifications whenever that is

possible. It helps much in the entry of the specimens.

Doubtless, however, your shippers are attending to this.
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.7e hope that your work in the Kolovrat district,
and other parts of the highlands, will yield much that is

new. In any case, negative evidence will be only slightly
less interesting than the other kind. The main thing is to
send us material and notes for a genuine ornithological sur-
vey of this unknown island.

I am noting your request for convenient pictures
of birds, and am sending a full set of the Audubon cards
rtlch have recently been published partly under the direction
of Dr. Chapman and myself. I hope also to find other ma-
terial which will show a more extensive variety of birds.
An A.o.u. oheok-llst also goes, but the new edition of

Ohanman's handbook will not be available for several months.
Dr. Chapman Is oompletlng It now. ?lnally, I am getting to-

j

gether papers on the region Into which you will aoon be pene- j'

tratlng. it Is quite proper to have all of these things as i:

field equipment, .fe have got more or less out of the habit
of supplying then because Beck never requested anything of i'

the sort. Beok had not particular scientific training, and I:

was not especially Interested In the literature of any region.
On the other hand, he was an amazingly good oolleotor. The I

papers we are sending ought to give you an advantage over
his method. ji

You have had sufficient Instfuotlons about the :i

future route of the expedition, so that further details may
be left to your own Judgment. If possible, however we hope
that you may take time before leaving the Solomons to work
the small Islands of Sower. Dlava. and the Three Sisters.
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Ontong is so far away that it might well yield new spe-

cies of land birds, while return visits to Hennell and

Belona would likewise be profitable if they can be made

conveniently. You may remember that I found a couple of

interesting new species among the Bennell birds obtained

on Hanlin's visit. By the way, have you on the France a

full set of the '.Vhitney iixpedition reports to date?

As I have already written Hamlin, it was the

original understanding of the Committee that you should

supersede him in command wi th in a reasonable time (three

months or so) after your arrival. Ye think therefore that

there should be no further question on this score, and

that you should have the ftill responsibility of leadership

whether or not Hamlin has left by the time this letter has

arrived.

I am taking up your letters seriatim, and am

returning again to the question of indebtedness. So far as

I can make out, you have about this time the following

bills to worry you;

Tulagi $3500
Sydney E500
Hamlin 1600

To this you need add only what is due yourself and Eyerdan.

The Mayr matter is cancelled, and the deficit at this end

is for us to worry about. As I said above, bring every

account up to date and then let me know your needs. There

is no reason for you to worry about shortage in the sub-

sequent quarterly payments. .Ve shall send you a credit of

$4,000 to be available about the first of July, October,
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January, and April. If you can save us anything on this,

always let us know so that we may begin to run down our

defiolt here. On the other hand, if you need more for the

next few months, do not hesitate to say so.

He note with Interest what you say about Mr.

Eyerdam, and draw the conclusion that because of his en-

gagement to a lady in Germany and the fact that his primary

interests are not birds, he may not care to remain much

longer with the .Vhitney Expedition. I have every sympathy

with his situation, but I feel that there is no possible

way of obtaining a separate fund for his work at New Cale-

donia or elsewhere. Money is tight in the United States

since the stock declines of last autumn, and you already

know of the straightened circumstances of the 7/hitney fund,

,Ve must devote all our energy to retrenchment until once

more we bring ourselves up to date. Moreover, by the terms

and plan of our expedition, it is always first and foremost

ornithological. He are pleased to receive material of

another nature, and the thought that studies of shells may

be made to parallel those of the birds of the region is al-

together agreeable. Such joint undertakings often supple-

ment one another in a way that is very illuminating. At

the same time, it is for birds that the funds were given,

and no other line of activity is to be allowed to interfere

with thorough ornithological work. If Mr. Eyerdam is dis-

contented with that situation (which he was surely made to

understand thoroughly before he left), he should plan for

some course more to his tastes as soon as opportunity of-
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fers. If you are by any ohanoe likely to lose his services

and vfish him replaced by another American, do not fail to

give us plenty of warning so that we can meet your wishes.

I have note of the fact that 18 cases of conchological ma-

terial, and S boxes of specimens belonging to Hamlin, are

en route on the 3.3. Carisso.

I fully appreciate that you have done your best

to keep us constantly informed, and we regard your letter

of February 26 as one of the most informing that has come

in from the field. Full and concise letters such as this

do more than anything else to tell us what the exact situa-

tion is in the field. You are so far from headquarters that

it is well to leave out discussions of anything which in

last analysis must be decided by yourself. In other words,

don't ask for advice in any instance which we cannot prac-

tically advise you. Use your best judgment, go ahead, and

count on us to stand behind you.

Along with other enclosures, I am now sending

you a dago dazzler signed by the Director of the Tv'useum.

This sort of thing is always useful. I had thought that

you had one before you left here.

Horden made out very well in Siberia, took his

quota of tigers, and is now on the way home. Before that

he had already collected a group of saiga antelopes in Tur-

kestan, or some such place.

Stationery with your nai' e as field representa-

tive has been requisitioned, and will go forward before long

in care of Burns Philp, Sydney.
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For alcoholic containers, we suggest that you

buy one or two milk: cans, if resoldered gasoline tins are

not suitable. I have used milk cans in the field, and it

would probably be better and cheaper to purchase then than

to ship containers off around the world from here. As to

a motion picture machine, we cannot afford to buy one now.

Neither would a camera using half-size film be very prac-

tical. This does not enlarge well, and the standard film

is the only sort of any use to the Museum.

As regards the difficulty of Chapin trans-

porting fresh bird skins in your container, he suggests

that you have made a smaller drying box similar to the one

from the -'useum, and then to have this carried in a tin

case made to fit it. He thinks that anyone who can use

solder could make such a case from gasoline tins. To pre-

vent molding of the skins during drying, the only necessity

is a plentiful supply of naphthalene. Damp skins do not

form a medium of mold if there is plenty of this substance

in the container. One other important point is to remind

you to extract the tendons from the legs of large birds, es-

pecially birds of prey and megapodes. Some of your specimeno

have soft and bad-smelling legs, because the tendons take so

long to dry. Such specimens could probably never be mounted

successfully. You will find directions in Chapin's booklet

for removing the tendons, and for putting arsenic or alum

into the spaces from which they have been removed.

This is enough for the nresent, and I hope for

an early and cheerful reoort on your plans, especially the
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assurance that all debts are paid.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Robert Cushman Murphy

Yilliam F. Goultas, iilsq.

.Ifhitney South Sea Expedition
c/o Burns Phi Ip and Company
Sydney, New South ,Tales

Copy for Coultas

April 7, 19’^0

Dear Hamlin:

A big batch of letters dated between the 15

and 25 of February and written by all hands has just ar-

rived. As usual it is difficult or impossible to answer

these satisfactorily because of the length of time that

always ensues between communication. You ask: many ques-

tions that I cannot possibly answer, one of them, for

example, being whether the draft for 204 pounds that has

just reached you is the money sent by Dr. Chapman last Sep

tember. This I cannot possibly know. I will say, however

that we have been mystified and annoyed by the failure of

that money to reach you or to be reported in any way until

after the expiration of six months.

Perhaps the following summary of recent trans-

mittals may help you. This is the money that has gone:

December 2, 1929 #3500 (draft)
December 26 " 1000 (cabled)
March 0, 1930 5000 (draft)

W500
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In view of your statement of heavy expenses

still to be met, we are sending another $5000 to your ac-

count at the Bank of New South lales at Sydney. This means

that you will have had $10,000 of 19?0 money long before

the close of the half year. Clear up all debts and then

proceed as economically as possible. ,7e are not expecting

the miraculous, and we want you all to stop lying awake

nights thinking about money. Let us hope merely that fu-

ture management will be able to keep out of such a hole as

that into which we have been forced during the last two

years or more. The thought that you. Dr. Mayr, or anyone

else should have to go without salary for a long period and

should even have to lend money to the expedition is quite

humiliating. Pay everybody every cent that is owed, and

then let me know the worst regarding funds needed for fu-

ture running expenses.

Is it possible that Dr. Mayr has now gone back

to lerraany with money still owing to him from the expedi-

tion?

Several other matters are af such a nature that

we cannot answer them from this end. One is the question

of exchanging the Prance for a smaller vessel. My advice

would be to go exceedingly slowly about such a step. It is

a responsibility to be avoided unless it seems imperative.

In any event, the decision would have to be mainly up to

the man in charge for the next period of a year or two, or

possibly longer.
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I am sorry that there has been any shadow of

misunderstanding concerning the leadership. Our Intention

was that Goultaa should work under you until the date of

your departure, but we also expected that your departure

would take place within two or three months o^* the date of

his arrival. Under the circumstances, you have probably

worked it out as well as you could. It Is something that

we can hardly settle by any hard and fast rules fran this

end in view of the unexpected developments.

iiven now we are not quite certain whether Ur.

Mayr has already started for Germany or whether he has de-

cided to stay until July. The prospects have been changed

several times, and Ur. Sanford's cable of three days ago

was sent on the understanding that you and Mayr were to re-

main until summer. The newest letters seem to imply a still

later decision to have him start for home.

Unless I hear to the contrary we shall send all

future credits to Goultaa. In other words, the draft for

|5000 now en route will be the last in your name. I under-

stand you have arranged matters so that Goultas may draw

upon your account for a period of six months, and that after

that all credits will be transferred from you to him. .7e

are very eager to have you return, not because we think it

will in any way simplify affairs in the field, but because

we want to talk over the circumstances of the expedition

without this hopeless feeling that every question will re-

quire months for its answer. I hope therefore that you

will take the earliest opportunity to head homeward.
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leaving Coultas to face foe problems as best he can. .'/hen

you arrive, we can balence up all sorts of affairs, including

financial ones. 7e certainly have no intention of letting

your services go unrepaid even though you yourself consider

that you have "retired.”

On the other hand, there is still standing on

the books a debt of $664.4:^ representing funds cabled to

your father on August 16, 1928. 'le shall have to settle

this by some arrangement with you which will be agreeable

to the Bursar and the auditors.

As 9r. Sanford has already written you, he and

the other members of the committee stand ready to assist

you in every way if you intend to go on with l.useum work.

It is great news that you have found I.!alaita so

relatively workable. Do not be discouraged because of what

seems to be only a small proportion of new birds. I have no

doubt that distinction will become more and more apparent as

you work into the hills in various parts of the island. In

any event, the discovery of new things is not the prime ob-

ject of our research, and any information throwing light

upon the bird fauna of Malaita will be highly important

for the reason that next to nothing has hitherto been known

about the island. ./e want the vessel to work I/alaita and

its outliers very thoroughly even if it means a delay in

proceeding elsewhere.

Looking over your back mail in connection with

the latest letter, I have tried again to visulaize all your

problems. In the first place I am astounded to learn that
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up t 0 the end of last year you did not know the total

amount of money available in Mr, Witney's annual con-

tributions, I thought of course that we had informed

you even before you and Guy went out to the Pacific that

this amounted to ^E0,000 per year, Mr, Beck ran the ex-

pedition for nine years without a single croak concerning

heavy expenses, '.7e on our part had no idea that he was

accumulating debts that did not appear in the record and

which you subsequently inherited. The only point about

these debts which we cannot now fully understand is the

fact that they seem to be sprung upon us a little at a time.

Doubtless that is the way in which you also have learned

about them. By this time, however, you should know the

worst about everything, and the message we want to receive

if you get this letter before you start for home is the

following

;

’’Debts paid to the last cent, ’,7e shall need

approximately for operating the expedition through

the balance of 19:^0,"

I have written the above on the assumption that

the ^14,500 sent you between December E and the present date

has been sufficient to settle all your debts. If under the

worst possible circumstances even that sum has not been suf-

ficient, please to not hesitate to wire the whole truth. If

we can once get cleaned up and start from a new base, we

shall at least know exactly where we stand,

I am writing Goultas, Eyerdam, and Mayr all

separately, and am also enclosing a carbon of this letter in
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my message to Coultas. I am taking this step because of

the possibility that you may leave before this can reach

you.

Looking forward to seeing you as early as pos-

sible in the summer, and with warm good wishes from all of

us , I am

Yours sincerely.

Hannibal Hamlin, Esq.
c/o Burns Philp & Go.
Sydney, New South Wales

June 24 (Tuesday). Saraaral. Light misty rains

all day. Gable from Museum '’Omit New Galedonla make Kusaie

and Garolines next mo ve--Sanford.

"

The receipt of this upset my plans to continue

on to New Galedonla, lay the ship up and get funds ahead

before continuing on to the Caroline Islands. I am not

so sure I can do the Garolines with finances as they are.

Another letter from Dr. Murphy including T'useum

credentials

.

A cable from .7. H. Carpenter and Go. stating

that last two checks were dishonored. Went ashore to T^'r.

Powler, the local manager of Bank of New South Vales and

enlisted his aid in getting our accounts straightened out.

Mr. Clay radiod that he will be down on the next

montoro regarding exchange of 'Prance' for 'Hoyal Endeavour.'

June 25 ( .Tednesday ) . Samarai.* Were informed

that we cannot put the vessel on the slip until July ^ or

later. This indicates more delays.
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Day of oontlnuous rains; all of uj aboard.

Rats have eaten holes in all of my good white

clothing.

Captain has gone down with gastric malaria again.

le will have a task keeping this old man from becoming

seriously ill. i

June S6 (Thursday). Samarai . Took the ship along-

I

side the government wharf to fill her up with water. Thence
,

I

back to the roadstead.
j

Ashore and purchased supplies for the ship.

Captain not improved.

June E7 (Friday). Samarai. Aboard ship engaged

in drying sails. Found 2 holes in the main sail, caused by
i

pure negligence on the part of our master. To work with

crew on sails.
^

An interview with Hr. Kress of Steamships Limited

who advised strongly against the exchange of the 'France' !

for the 'Royal Endeavour.'

June 28 (Saturday). Samarai. Cabled Museum

asking them to telegraph July remittance to Sydney so that

I can get started on debt settlement.

Hamlin cabled Can tain Lang, the former master of

the 'France' offering him the command of the vessel.

Sent Captain Burrell to the hospital much against

his wishes. Hamlin and Riddall took off for Gilli-Gilli

to attend a wedding.

Eyerdam and I engaged in accounts.
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June 29 (Sunday), Samaral. Young gale of wind

blowing all day. Remained in bed with a dose of fever,

liyerdam ashore collecting shells.

June 30 (Monday). Samarai . Gable from Lang

accepting command of the 'Prance.' Tie are to forward him

passage money.

Syerdam has decided to go to Germanv for Ghtiat-

mas. Gabled to his prospective bride as a consequence.

Hamlin and Riddal returned from the ceremonies.

July 1 (Tuesday). Samarai. Captain Burrell in

hospital. Shifted vessel because of s/S Beulah, an Ar.erican

copra ship which is underpowered and having difficulties

getting alongside the Government wharf.

Remaine’d on board for the day marking time,

July 2 (’Vednesday) . Samarai. Captain Burrell

out of the hospital. Rr. Lewis advised me to get rid of

the old man at once before serious complications set in

and we would find ourselves with a sick man on our hands.

Informed Captain Burrell that he could leave on

the 7th inst. for Sydney.

No work accomplished.

July 3 (Thursday). Samarai. Rained all day.

Crew at work in the hold, s/s Montoro arrived and later

departed for Sydney carrying mails. I dispatched 2 letters

to the Museum, one advising the resignation of .Valter Sye3>

dam and the other dealing with financial problems,

July 4 (Priday). Samarai. Dressed ship in honor

of the day. To Manager Puller of the local Bank regarding
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banking facilities in the Caroline Islands. As far as he

could learn, there are no banks O'P any kind in the Caroline

Isl ands.

Hamlin cabled the Grovernment in Port Moresby

asking permission for himself and Hiddall to collect on

MiSsima Island while I am engaged with the ’France.'

July 5 (Saturday). Samara! . Purchased supnlies

for the table. Received word that the ship would be

available Monday or Tuesday. Hove up at 4 P.!T. and took

the ship to Bellasana where we anchored close off the slip

way.

July 6 (Sunday). Bellasana. Ship was pulled up

on the slip ways during the night.

Spent the morning going over the hull. That poi^

ti on of the vessel was found to be in fairly good condition.

A number of copper plates or sheathing must be replaced as

they have oxidized and are very thin in places. Plakey

one should term them. No deunage had been done by the late

encounters with reefs except that the false keel was

slightly chewed in places. There were no indications of

Teredo won^.

July 7 (Mpnday). Bellesana. s/s Morinda in.

Captain Burrell leaves the ship enroute Sydney. I should

have liked to have had the old man with us during our time

on the slip ways as his advice might have been of some use.

Forwarded an order to V/. S. lait and Co., Sydney,

for ship's gear, rope, wire, and. incidentals that we need

badly.
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1 He was not im-
Ur. Clay to look at the ’Franoe.

pressed with her. He felt that the cost of installation

of the 'France's' engine into the 'Hoyal Hndeavour' would

not compensate him for the snail amount of additional cargo

space he would gain with the 'France.'

CaptTin Mitchell of Burns ^hilp and Go., Sydney

gave the vessel a very close survey, which is not an aus-

picious omen.

Manager Fowler of the bank informed me that my

account was short ,:|:5000 in comparison with money supposedly

remitted by the !.useum.

Gabled Museum as follows; "was second "5000

mentioned in your letter of April 7 to Hamlin remitted to

Bank of New South V/ales, Sydney. Money missing urgently

needed Reply— Goultas."

Hamlin's permit to work Missima arrived. He will

be able to collect there while I an engaged with the ship.

,7e did not ask permission to collect around Samarai .
fearing

that two requests would not be granted by this Government

at one time.

Engineers discovered that the outer stern tube

bearing was cracked and necessitated a new one. Hamlin en-

gaged with engineers.

Natives under supervision of shipwright stripping

copper sheathing from the hull of the vessel.

Ship's crew drying and stowing sails aboard vessel

July 8 (Tuesday). Bellasana. No work done

aboard vessel. Slip people away onanother job.
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Ridlall and Hamlin to Yela (Jelll with the sraall

compressor to give the manager a hand out of difficulties.

Mr. Leather of the a/V ’Yela delli' agrees to

take Hamlin and Hiddall to Missima with him on July 16

or thereabouts.

Eyerdam, disgusted with native methods, took all

of our clothes up the river, boiled them, and returned with

a creditable clean white washing. The first good work of

that kind since we have been on the ^ip.

Myself in bed with fever all day which is un-

usual for me.

July 9 C^Tednesday ) . Belleaana. Shipwright en-

gaged on vessel. Eyerdam collecting shells. Grew engaged

scrubbing paint work and wetting down decks which are

leaking in places again. Hamlin and Hiddall returned at

6 p.m:

July 10 (Thursday). Bellesana. Hamlin with en-

gineer Gunter working on stern tube. Natives repairing

copper on hull. Hiddall and I at ship’s accounts. Eyer-

dam painting cabin.

July 11 ^Friday). Bellesana. To Samarai to pur-

chase supplies for the Missima trip; others employed as

previously.

July IS (Saturday). Bellesana. Gable from the

Museum. Missing funds have been located; thej*" had been

placed in Hamlin's name and were not accessible to me.

Eyerdam down with fever. Hamlin and Hi ddal workin

with engineer, finished stern tube housing. Grew painting.
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July 1^, (Sunday). Belleaana. Syerdam fever.

Myself packing supplies for Missima trip.

July 14 (Monda,v)* Bellesana. \^essel came off

the slip at 1 A.M. Shipwright had replaced about 50 sheets

of copper which puts the hull in good condition.

Engineer Sunter aboard in the morning. Started

engine and undertook a one-hour trial run down China

Straits. Engine working well with stern tube job ap-

parently satisfactory.

Returned to the slip yard and anchored, there

being a number of repairs above the water line necessary

before we are ready to leave.

July 15 (Tuesday). Bellesana. Hamlin, Hiddall,

and native Charley to Samarai to receive hunting peimits

from the Resident I'agistrate.

Crew employed chipping iron work and red-leading

above water line.

Shipwright engaged calking the sides of the ves-

sel .

July 16 ('.Wednesday ) . Bellesana. Hamlin, Riddall

and native Charley got away for Missima Island to return

about August 6.

Ulava painting the large water tank with cement.

Eyerdam employed at carpenter work in main cabin.

Shipwright employed as previously.

July 17 (Thursday). Bellesana. Shipwright com-

pleted calking on sides of vessel above water line.

Eyerdam and Ulava engaged as previously. T’yself

painting Captain's cabin.
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July 18 (Friday). Belleaana. Shipwright at

work on big boat which had been damaged at ’-ennell and only

repaired temporarily.

,Ve found considerable borings from Teredo worm

in this boat and also learned upon examination that the

small boat of Beck's is about eaten up and must be replaced

at once.

Made an oil smudge to drive mosquitoes out of the

vessel. They are breeding aboard again. Also put kerosene

in the water tanks.

jlyerdara cut a row of scuppers in the railing

around the main deck. I am afraid wet rot is commencing

in the joints of the ribs where they fit into the decking

and siding of the ship. These small two-inch scuppers will

allow water to run off freely and permit the jointing to

dry out.

Myself to Samarai to cable Chow kai in Tulagi

asking for a Chinese engineer assistant. This is to give

Hiddall more time with birds.

July 19 (Saturday). Eellesana. Carpenter aboard

and began work on a new set of cabin doors. He informs me

that he will have to take my jobs piecemeal as there is a

great deal of other work ahead of him ashore.

All of the cabin doors are broken and must be re-

placed with new ones.

Ulava boatswain began his task of oiling masts,

booms, and all blocks and tackles aboard ship. This will

take his time for many days.
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iSyerdam began painting the floors of the cabins.

Mr. Able of the Quato Mission aboard to quote prices on a

new dinghy. He asks 45 pounds sterling which is entirely

too costly.

July 20 (Sunday)- Lellesana. V/orked about ship

all day.

July 21 (’^onday). Eellesana. Hipped out Beck's

large bunk in my cabin and replaced it with a smaller one.

Syerdam washing clothes again. No carpenter work done.

July 22 (Tuesday). Bellesana. Carpenter aboard

and put 7) new dead-eyes (Panels of glass) in the decks above

the cabins. This will give us more light below, which we

need badly. Nyerdam and I at a new chest of drawers with

locks for the main cabin.

July 27 (Wednesday). Bellesana. Cable from Mu-

seum authorizing me to end Byerdam's services. Carpenter at

work on doors euid panels. Ourselves as previously.

July 24 (Thursday). Bellesana. Bain most of the

day. No shipwright aboard. iSyerdam and I engaged making a

new medicine cabinet.

July 25 (Priday). Bellesana. Shipwright engaged

with doors. Eyerdam at work on a new chart table to be set

above the chest of drawers in the main cabin. Myself

painting interior of the ship.

July 26 (Saturday). Bellesana. New mattresses for

the bunks arrived and were installed.

To Samarai to meet Captain Thomas Hoyden Lang who

joined the ship as master. ,7e returned to the vessel and
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^ent over the ship from stem to stern. The Captain

pointed out a number of needed repairs, including a whole

set of new rigging. These we will instigate as quickly as

funds permit.

Drew up the following contract with Gantain Lang:

Yacht France
Samara! Papua
July 26, 19?^0

This constitutes an agreement between the Field "Repre-

sentative of the .Yhitney South Sea Expedition of the

American Museum of Natural History, New York City, N. Y.

U. S. A. and Thomas Hoyden Lang, Master Mariner,

It is agreed that:

1. Thomas Hoyden Lang will act in the capacity of Master

aboard the Yacht Prance, for the period of one year

from date, and will accept the orders of the Field Rep-

resentative.

E. The vessel and all of the crew of the Yacht France shall

be under the direct supervision of the master.

3. The sum of thirty eight Pounds Sterling, per calendar

month and found constitute the salary of the Master,

4. The sum of twenty Pounds Sterling per month or less ,
at

the discretion of the I'aster, to be deposited from the

salary of the said Master to the credit of Florence

Ann Lang, wife of the said Master, in the Commonwealth

Bank of Australia, Sydney N. S. Y. Australia.

5. The date of employment shall be from July 26, 1930, the

date of arrival aboard the Yacht France and shall con-

tinue for one calendar year from that date.

6. The First Glass Passage of the Master from Sydney N. S.

W. Australia to Samarai Papua, the port of joining the

Yacht Prance shall be bourne by the Yhitney South Sea

Expediti on.

7. The Master, shall, uoon the termination of his services,

receive first class passage from his port of debarka-

tion to Sydney N. 3. '.Y. Australia, his port of embarka-

tion.
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8. The Master shall be paid his wages during his passag’e
from pert of debarkation until his arrival at port of
embarkation, or its equivalent in time.

9. The difference in sum between the Masters wages of
thirty eight Pounds Sterling per calendar month and
the amount deposited to the account of Florence Ann
Lang shall be retained by the .:;xpedition in its ac-
counts and shall draw tne customary Bank Rate of In-
terest of 4 1/2 percent per annum.

10. This agreement may terminate at any time by the mutual
consent of both parties.

11. This agreement may be renued hpon its expiration, one
year from date, by the mutual consent of both parties.

(Signed) William F. Goultas
?'ield Representative

(Signed) 1. Royden Lang
Master Mariner

July 27 (Sunday). Bellesana. Lang and I to

Henry Dexter's establishment across the bay to purchase a

number of trade goods for the vessel. Dexter is going out

of business and has reduced his prices considerably. .Ve

want a goodly number of commodities on board to trade with

natives for vegetables and provender later on.

July 28 (Monday). Bellesana. Shipwrights at

work on doors and new cleats for foresail and mainsail fall

Tlyerdam finished the chart table. He di d a very

neat piece of work on this. Now by suspending a 5-cell

flash light from the beam overhead, the Captain will have

a very workmanlike and serviceable chart table at his con-

venience any hour of the night or day while at sea.

Captain engaged replacing canvas roofing on gal-

ley and crew's quarters forward.
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July 29 (Tuesday). Belleaana. Captain and I to

Samarai to order a new billboard for the starboard anchor.

The former one having worn through from chafing while ship

was working the anchor at sea.

Carpenters and Byerdam at work all day. Jyerdam

is in his element with a kit of tools.

July 30 niednesday). Bellesana. To Samarai to

obtain the new billboard. Carpenter finished the doors.

Captain finished roofing and painted same. These will re-

quire several coats of paint before they are waterproof.

Captain also began replacing canvas hatch coverings over

the compani onways.

July 31 (Thursday). Bellesana. Carpenter en-

gaged fitting billboard around starboard hawse pipe

opening. Eyerdam canvas coverings.

Captain Lang and Ulava repairing old foresail

to have it ready as a spars in case of need.

August 1 (Friday). Bellesana. Carpenter and

others engaged aboard ship.

August 2 (Saturday). Bellesana. Carpenters

finished billboard, big boat and sundry other tasks;

aboard ship; gave boat a coat of tar to wateroroof it.

Captain at foresail. Hamlin, Hlddall and Charley returned

from Missima. They reported a disagreeable trip with

plenty of rain though they returned with nice selection

of birds.

Interviewed Captain Jackson, of the s/s Hlveric

,

now in port loading copra. He will take iiyerdam to Singa-
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pore.

August 3 (Sunday), Bellesana. Hamlin engaged,

laying out speoimens and drying same.

;7ent over all of my acoounts preparatory to set-

tling same.

August 4 (Monday). Samarai. Hove up at 9 A.M.

and took ship to Samarai. iingaged with rigging and chain

plates. A number of the latter must be renewed. Paid slip

bill and a number of others. Hamlin has decided to leave

the expedition for America,

August 5 (Tuesday). Samarai. Paid all out-

standing bills including the old ones at Burns Philp and

Go. so that I now have a clean slate to start with.

iSyerdam leaves the ship to take passage to Singa-

pore. He sailed at midnight after a farewell dinner ashore.

Hamlin at work on the engine with Hiddall.

Lang and local engineer engaged with chain plates

and rigging lanyards.

August 6 (Wednesday) . Samarai. Ashore to ob-

tain prison labor to help about the deck of the ship. Ham-

lin cabled Port Moresby asking for an interview with the

Governor relative to my signing on a native crew from this

port.

In the ^.M, hove up anchor and proceeded down

China Straits to give eqgine trial run and fill up com-

pressed air bottles. Anchored at Bellesana for the night.

August 7 (Thursday). Samarai. Returned to Sa-

marai at 6 A.M. proceeded alongside Government wharf to
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fill tanks with fresh water and also load 10 barrels of

fuel oil for the engine.

4 prison labor engaged aboard ship. Lang en-

gaged with rigging, engineer aboard putting drain around

deck housing and running an extension into main water tank.

7e will now have a small catchment area for fresh rain

water when the need arises.

Myself engaged with letters to Museum advising

departure of iHyerdam and our future plans.

Hamlin cabled Museum advising his departure.

I cabled Museum as follows: "Eyerdam relin-

quished appointment 5th day of August. Paid in full--

discontinue New York compensation. Have cancelled as per

your letter of 9th day of Anril all debts, §5000 all that

I require this year to be deposited in Hank of New South

7ales Sydney (NS .1 ) October. Jill proceed as instructed

June S5th Sanford-. Saint Aignon 125 forms.
Go ul tas

.

August 8 (Priday). Samarai . Hamlin got away

for Australia and the States at 11 A.M. per s/S Morinda.

All of us to the ship to see him off. He agreed to pur-

chase a number of things for us in Sydney.

Prison labor scrubbing decks with sand. Captain

and Piddall engaged with rigging.

August 9 (Saturday). Samarai. Sealed the ship.

Sprayed the interior with carbon tetrochlorlde and moved

ashore for the night. Ve hope by this simple means of

fumigation to rid the place of rats.

August 10 (Sunday). Samarai. Aboard a little
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after noon and opened up the ship. 7e found no dead

rodents so do not k:nov» whether our work was futile or not.

To work Gleaning up the ship.

August 11 (Monda^y). Samara!. A cable from Ham-

lin; he has had an Interview with the Oovemor in Port

Moresby and reports that there is no hope of obtaining a

Papuan crew.

All of us engaged on board at various tasks.

Ashore with Lang and purchased a coil of heavy-

coir hemp rope which we will require in mooring the vessel.

August IS (Tuesday). Saraaral . -Employed setting

rigging and sails, taking aboard stores, setting chain

plates. Prison labor engaged painting main cabin, etc.

August 13 ( IFednesday ) . Samara!. Jlthdrew 475

Pounds ready cast for trip. Purchased small chain for the

port anchor. Set all chain plates, etc. Paid all bills

ashore. Purchased a new small boat for 20 pounds and a

small outboard motor for 10 pounds. The latter we hope to

use getting about harbors.

Obtained clearance for Tulagi where we will call

to pick up stores forwarded from Sydney and attempt to en-

gage additional natives as crew.

Harbor Master made out the clearance for Pago Pago-

not Tulagi which caused us some embarrassment.

A letter to T)r. Murphy just prior to leaving ad-

vising him of our plans and forwarding address at Kobe,

Jap an

.

August 14 (Thursday). To Tulagi. Hove up an-
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chor and proceeded under engine power through the east

channel bound down the louisade .irchipelago to get to the

windward of our objective whi di is Tulagi.

This begins the hardest passage, a EO-day trip,

that I experienced on the ’France.’ Most everything that

could, did happen on the journey.

There were three whites, lan<^, Hiddall, and my-

self, and 3 natives, (a cook and two seamenjon board.

August 14 and 15 (Thursday and Friday). Inside

the G^roup making southeasterly course, engine running con-

tinuously. .Vind S/E with passing showers.

Passed through the Calvados chain just at dark

second da:;, finding an exit between Deboyne Island and

Tagula Island.

Set a course to pass to the south 'ard to reach

Pocklington Heef if possible. There we wish to collect

sea birds.

Pocklington is a large reef of several miles in

extent which is partly awash and nartly above high water

mark.

August 16 ( Saturday) 1 - August 29 (P'riday). At

sea steering a varied course of E x N and E in general di-

rection of Tulagi in the Solomon Islands.

.Ve were under sail when these were serviceable

and under engine power intermittently.

Variable weather was experienced from flat calms

to gales with driving rain squalls.

lave up all hope of reaching Pocklington reef be-
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cause of overcast weather which permitted limited obser-

vati on.

,7e had no ship's chronometer with which to

check sights as our old one had been taken to Sydney by

Hamlin and was t o be replaced by another which we would re-

ceive in Tulagi

.

During this time at sea: the outer jib blew out

of the ring bolts on|:wo occasions, the inner jib three

times, and the foot of the mainsail ripped out twice during

sudden sharp squalls. It was necessary for us t o unbend

these and repair them each time as we had no spares aboard

for replacement.

On two occasions native Charley caught the ship

aback which forced the packing out of the stern gland and

flooded the engine room before we noticed it.

Hvery man on board wore the skin off his hands

raising and lowering sails.

August 29 (p’riday). 'lo Tulagi. f A. M. sighted

land and altered course to pass inside a channel which

turned out to Balfour Channel in the lea of Tetiparl in the

'New Georgia.' Started engine.

He were miles to north'ard of our destination,

having been blown in that direction by the strong winds and

galea.

August 30 (Saturday)--September 1 (Monday). To

Tulagi. Under sail and engine power punching S/Ely swells.

Saturday noon the after and one inner shroud of

the Port main rigging carried away in a squall before we
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oould get the mainsail down. This was the climax of our

passage.

From there on we used the engine continuously to

reach Tulagi Monday night at 5 ?.M.

Port Doctor Gritchlow came off to the ship and

extended us a pratique.

September 2 (Tuesday). Tulagi. Shifted the ves-

sel down to a safe anchorage in Ellis Gove. Declared a

holiday and all of us to bed to sleep.

September 2— 17. Anchored Tulagi. During this

time repairs were made to the vessel, preparations under-

taken for Garoline trip. Stores purchased and placed

aboard. 2 additional native crew engaged.

The following is a rough record of activities

aboard the vessel during our stay in Tulagi:

Gaptain and Grew: Shrouds for new main rigging

made and set in place. Foot ropes for the bowsprit re-

placed with new ones. New halyards rove. Ml blocks and

gear send down--lubricated with graphite and replaced.

All sails repaired. 7 bolts of new canvas pur-

chased with which the Gaptain will make new jibs when time

is expedient. T ainsail will have to be nursed alone

until sufficient funds are accumulated to purchase a new one

Engineer and Niddall : Engine taken down, cleaned;

repairs made to the air line. New exhaust pipe made and

fitted (the old one coughed soot all over the ship and oc-

cupants). Repairs to bilge pump.

Garpenter

:

Set new Port bill-board, made new
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fife rails, made and placed skylight proteotors--replaced

broken skylights, I'unz metal strips over scuppers, addi-

tional bird drying racks in main hold; new cleats for rud-

der post and steering gear frame. That portion of the worn

frame being replaced to eliminate excess play.

T'yself: purchasing and stowing 6 months ' supply

of stores, paying bills. Signing on two natives Jintmie and

Tommy both of Halaita Island.

Hau Sau, Chinese engineer, engaged at 8 pounds per

month and dismissed as incompetent.

Ho lack, Chinese, engaged as cook at 5 pounds per

month

.

New chronometer on board from Sydney.

Settled all accounts around Tulagi.

All Sydney stores were taken on board the last

minute as ex-bonded stores free of import duty not to be

opened or used before leaving the territory.

Put to sea at 5 P.^'. '/ednesday, September 17

with a well-loaded vessel enroute Ponape , Caroline Islands.

Peceived the following letter from Dr. I’urphy

just nrior to departure.

June 20, 1930

Mr. '.Villiam P. Coultas
Yhitney South Sea Expedition
Sydney, New South iVales

Dear Coultas:

Delighted with the brief but excellent report of

May 1st.

fibout "d80 of the I’alaita birds have come in and
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there are doubtless one or tvio additional cases In transit.

Gould the:;- possibly have been put on another steamer? As

you infer, there seem to be a number of new forms among them.

fashion and used excellent judgment In dealing with the na-

tives.

Yales ^1570 which is the balance of the money due July 1st.

According to schedule, you should have no more until the

regular deposit of ^4000 on October 1st. Do your best to

keep down expenses and stick to the regular regime. Never-

theless, if you should find it impossible to keep out of a

hole, do not hesitate to cable for an additional stipend,

keeping the amount as low as possible. .7e realize that you

are making a fine effort to catch up on expenses. Among sup

plies recently shipped are six single barrel 20 gauge guns,

each eqijipped with a dg calibre au>: barrel. I thought these

would be excellent arms for native collectors to whom the

double barrel hammerless guns might prove too complicated.

You have not recently said anything about aux shells, but

I have started work on five thousand which will go in the

near future, as will also some further literature, etc. I

hope that your stationery has already come through safely.

next move. The disposition of the 'T^rance' is naturally in

your hands, but I should go slowly before exchanging her

for another vessel. Be sure you are absolutely right be-

fore you go ahead. The ’Prance’ may be clumsy, but it has

You evidently handled the Malaita campaign in good

'.Ye have sent by draft to the Bank of New South

I do not get from your letter a xact idea of the
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served us well during a great many thousand miles of

traveling. You spoke of going to New Caledonia before pro-

ceeding northward. Doubtless, you have taken into considera-

tion that the New Caledonia voyage would mean a long, hard

beat to windward. Gan you make this without relying en-

tirely on your engine?

As to the New Hebrides project, it would be ad-

visable to work the remaining islands if this can be done

without much loss of time. Tanna is important as a type

locality for many birds of the region.

;/e have absolutely no information as to how long

the expedition will continue. Hamlin's guess that it will

cease in 193E is outside anything I know. You have every

prospect of going on indefinitely, and of making a great

place for yourselves in the annals of exploration.

vVith best wishes from all of us , I am

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Robert Cushman Murphy

September 18 (Thursday). To Gower Island. Off

Cape Astrolabe Malaita at daylight. Pound the vessel down

by the head and steering badly. ,7ill be necessary to put

into Gower Island to trim the vessel before proceeding.

Opened all stores from Sydney! and discovered

that we had overlooked a bale of excelsior that I had or-

dered, a bag of coffee beems and some photo negatives.

Thanks to carelessness of Mr. Hiddall in my absence while

these were being loaded.
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Burns Phllp also shorted us one case of white

bait in tins. An old practice of theirs to get additional

material for the bachelors mess.

Anchored at Grower Island at 1 P.M. Pew natives

off to sell vegetables. Ourselves engaged at stores and

shifting cargo.

Natives agreed to snare birds for us.

September 19 (Priday). Gower Island. All hands

engaged shifting stores and trimming ship. 4 natives en-

gaged collecting specimens. They turned in good material.

New cables and shackles were arranged. Ship rolling badly

at anchor.

September 20 (Saturday). Gower Island. Grew

employed at stores and rigging. Natives brought off quan-

tities of large crabs and hundreds of pounds of sweet po-

tatoes. I had the latter put in a large case and placed in

layers with straw and excelsior as a packing to keep them

from touching one another. I am pleased to sa.v that by this

arrangement we had sufficient potatoes for weeks without

their spoiling on us.

Hunters brought in good material which engaged

moat of my time.

September 21 (Sunday). Gower. At birds all day.

5 live rails were brought aboard at one time. Hiddall had

his first work-out with me. Does fairly well.

September 22 (Monday). Gower. Grew with locals

engaged with firewood for ship. Hunters brought in excel-

lent specimens at 4 P.M.
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Anchor chain fouled on a large nigger head coral

and parted due to heavy strain from ground swell. ',7as

necessary to put to sea at once as we have no spare large

anchor.

I should have liked another day on Gower to com-

plete our series.

September 83 (Tuesday). At sea. Jinroute Ronca-

dor Reef. Labelling specimens all day. 78 specimens rep-

resenting 80 species were obtained on lower.

September 84 (Wednesday). Roncador Reef. Sighted

this reef at 6 A.M,
,
proceeded inside the lagoon 8 l/8

miles to anchorage at 3 R.M, Only a few rocks are visible

at low tide at other times the whole reef is awash.

A few noddy terns were observed flying about the

reef. No petrels were sighted.

September 85 (Thursday). Roncador Reef. To the

north end of the lagoon with small boat in the morning.

Ashore on the reef but found walking very difficult because

of gigantic clams embedded in the reef. Absolutely no birds

except casual noddy terns which we believe are from nearby

Ontong Java.

Put to sea again at noon for Ontong Java.

September 36 (Friday). Ongtong Java. Sighted

Ongtong Java at daylight, entered the Kaveiko Passage at

8 A.M. and proceeded to anchorage off Leueneua Island at

11 A.M.

Engine running spasmodically with stern gland

leaking badly.
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Found the intei>i3land boat 'TJeteora' anchored

and loading copra. Aboard for a few supplies and stern

gland packing. Concluded to wait until this vessel leaves

before collecting specimens as we are supposedly here in

distress,

September 27 (Saturday). Ongtong Java. 'Meteora’

sailed at daylight. Grew to work scrubbing ship. Hiddall

employed taking down the engine.

Myself ashore to visit the two traders fas Dalton

and McGinn. Found they were both down with fever.

This island abounds in malarial fever which

disease is carrying off the native population rapidly.

The natives are Polynesian, fearfully lazy and

not interested in hunting or trapping birds.

/isited the old chief and asked him to toll off

some hunters for me. He reluctantly promised to do so but

none put in an appearance.

Made a sortie into the bush. Only a few birds

were sighted and heard. I did encounter mosquitoes in

droves which breed in the soggy taro swamps (native made)

that are located in the middle of the island.

September 28 (Sunday), Ongtong Java. Moved
some collecting gear ashore to Mr. McGinn's house where I

shall set up shop and begin collecting birds. The old chief
gave me a small boy (a monkey) who will carry my shooting
bag while I am collecting. into the bush and obtained a

few specimens.
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September 29 (Monday). Ongtong Java. Deluge of

rain all day. Hlddall down with fever. Gantaln and crew

employed about ship. Myself to a colony of leaser noddy

terns which were nesting In the low trees at the opposite

end of the isleind.

September ."^O (Tuesday). Ongtong Java. Grew ob-

tained white sand with which to scour decks which will be

oiled later on. I^iddall finished packing stern gland.

Myself collecting along the beach.

October 1 (Wednesday). Ongtong Java. Jith Mr.

McGinn in a native canoe to a small island where we found

man- 0 '-war birds and red- footed boobies which had just

finished nesting. A number of specimens were collected.

October 2 (Thursday). Ongtong Java. lUddall

down with fever again. I am afraid I put my money on a

losing horse. As matters stand I doubt if I could have

made a better choice than ^iddall, for I have yet to find

a young Australian who will work conscientiously.

Grew employed setting a new jib stay and

painting outside of vessel. A few sneciraens were obtained.

October 3 (Friday). Ongtong Java. Collected a

number of flying foxes, prepared these and hung the skulls

outside the house to air and dry. A dirty yellow village

dog was caught in the act of stealing skulls and was shot,

much to the annoyance of the villagers.

October 4 (Saturday). Ongtong Java. Captain

and crew watering ship. The present rains have made this

task easy. Riddall and Chinese cook down with fever. My-
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self around the island but not muoh good material. The

humidity and oppressiveness of this low island is getting

on my nerves terribly.

October 5 (Sunday). Ongtong Java. Gaotain availed

himself of the sunshine and oiled all of the decks of the
,

I

ship. They look very well indeed. Captain informs me that

he will require two more days with rigging and sails before

he is ready to leave. 'Jorked on birds all day.

October 6 (Monday). Ongtong Java, Captain and

crew at rigging. Myself combing the bush systemmatically

.

I have acquired a serious dose of Dabie itch which I am

treating by painting my body with iodine. The treatment is

most severe but is producing encouraging results.

Collected an example of the common fruit pigeon

( Duoula pacif ica ) . They are very rare here having been shot

out by the local plantation overseers.

October 7 (Tuesday). Ongtong Java. A oerfect

pig of a day. Rained so hard I couldn't get out of the

house. McSinn down with fever. Spent my time doctoring my

dobie itch. No collecting.

October 8 (Tednesday). Ongtong Java. Riddall

tried to start the engine this morning but without success.

Upon examination he discovered several pieces of metal in

the oil sump which means that part of the innards are broken.

Riddall tried to convince us that the Chinese cook had been

tampering with the machine, but I am inclined to believe

that it was just engine and nothing more.

Captain Lang and I after some discussion decided
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to sail the ship to Panape as we still have a good following

breeze, which should carry us all of the way.

,7e discarded the idea of going to Habaul in the

Mandated Territory'' of New Guinea as being too costly and

too extravagant in length of time.

There is a possibility that we may find engineers

in the Caroline Islands.

,7e concluded to sail with the first favorable

w ind,

October 9 (Thursday). Ongtong Java. Over to the

small islands in an outrigger with T^cGinn. The canoe broke

up in the swell and we were forced to swim ashore. Con-

tinued on foot to the man-o'-war bird rookery and obtained a

number of specimens.

Returning we were forced to wait until 11 P.M.

for a low tide which would enable us to wade the reef be-

tween the islands. Reached home at midnight.

October 10 (Friday). To sea. Captain ashore at

daylight announcing that he was ready to go. Hurried all

duffle on board, hove up the anchor and sailed the whole day

across the long lagoon. Passed through the northern reefs

at 4 P.M. and set our course for the Carolines.

Myself engaged all day making up specimens.

October 11-25. (Hnroute Panape. The whole time

spent sailing due north along the 160th oarallel.

7e were favored by light but fair winds all of the

time.

For 5 days I was incapacitated with a very severe
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dose of malarial fever, acoompanied by a high temperature

(106°) and spasmodic delerious spells. I'y loss of weight

during this illness was astounding being 30 pounds in 5 days.

A number of petrels (migrants), white-tailed tropic-

birds. Boobies and terns were collected enroute.

Captain Lang was able to accomplish a considerable

number of needed adjustments aboard ship during fair

weather.

Saturday, October 25 we sighted Panape Island,

our destination.
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On Septeoiber 4th and 5th, 1929, while enroute

-rom Kleta, Bougainville Isla-id to Baisi, Shortland Oroup,

the following birds were taken at sea:

Sula leuoogaster 1
Sterna dougalli 4
Sterna sumatrana 1
Sterna fuscata 1

During the days of September 11, ir?
, 1929, while

'France' was anchored at Faisi, Shortland Irour'
, the fol-

lowint birds were collected.

Demi egretta sacra 1
Haliastur Indus 1
Gharadrius dominicus 2
Tringa hypoleuca 4
Sterna bergii 4
Sterna sumatrana 1
Sterna dougalli 11
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Choiaeul Oolleotlona

Gholaeul, the northernmoat island of the British

Solomon Islands Protectorate
, lies to the westward of vsabel

Island and to the eastward of Bougainville Island. Choiseul

Bay situated on the western side of the northern end of the

island is located in latitude 6° 41' 3., longitude 156° 25'

E. and is hereby used to designate the position of the is-

land.

Choiseul has never been surveyed, but is thought

to be about 100 miles long by 15 to 20 miles wide. The is-

land, for the most part, is mountainous, with a uniform

central range of 2000 to 2500 feet elevation running through

two-thirds of its length. The northern western extremity is

lowland with considerable marshy areas. The southern end is

also low, flat and swampy, with the exception of Tauro ?ea'<t

(1800l, an isolated mountain. The whole of the island is

thickly wooded. Considerable reef is reported to lie off-

shore from the southern side of the island, but was not en-

countered by the schooner 'Prance.'

Formerly the island supoorted a large population

of rather dark skinned natives. These have died out in re-

cent years until only a few scattered villages are found

along the coast and possibly one or two isolated villages in

the interior.

7e found the natives listless, dirty, lazy and

covered with island sores. They presented a pitiful ap-

pearance.

Their houses, for the most part, are built on the
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ground, are huddled together, are dirty and unkept. The

gardens we observed were snail and not very clean.

During my time on board, the 'France' visited

Ghoiseul Island from September 15 to November 5, 1929. This

was the second visit to the islands by this expedition as

Beck had spent some time t.iere late in 1927.

A sunraary of the time and collecting areas as

listed by Hamlin is included as follows:

1. Ghoiseul Bay--lowland. 16 days.
Hamlin (one day) Mayr, Goultas,
Hyerdam, Teora.

2. Seng a— lowland and mountains. 9 days.
Hamlin, David, Charley.

1. Sumbi- -lowland 14 days
Teora.

4. '.Vurulata Hiver, !'''ount Gourdin (25 00 ft.) 12 day:
Mayr, Goultas, Charley

5. Bamb atani--lowland 6 days.
Hemlin, Hyerdam, David.

6. Zulambangra Tiver--lowland. ^ days.
Hamlin, Hyerdam, David

7. Tauro--lowland. 5 days.
Hamlin, Hyerdai.i, David.

8.

Later--Tauro and Xumburu.
Native David.

18 days.

Summary of Ghoiseul Island Collections. The names are pro-
visional as designated by Dr. ’*ayr at the time the collec-
tions were made.

1, Ardea (Butorides) 1 specimen.
Along the rivers inland, xlpparently crab-eater.

2. Demi egretta sacra. None
Along seacoast and lower portion of rivers.

Nycticorax 2 soecimeas.
Along coast.

Dupe tor 1 specimen.
Obtained in mangrove swamp.

4 .
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5.

6 .

7.

8 .

9.

10 .

11 .

12 .

13 .

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Anas supsrciliosa specimens.
Inhabits rivers inland.

Avioeda subcristata 7 specimens.
Lowland , esneci ally old native gardens.

Haliastur indus 5 specimens.
Seacoast and along rivers inland.

Accioiter novae hollandia 11 specimens.
Most common of the small hawks found every-
where, up to at least 1500 feet elevation,
ilso coconut plantations.

Haliastur spenurus Hone. U >

i.Iayr's observation along seac oast

Aocipiter (fasciatus) albogularis ? 2 specimens
In the lowlands, rarely seen.

Accipiter eichhorni 4 specimens.
Harely seen. Lowland and mountain forest.

Haliaetus (sea eagle) 4 specimens.
Distributed all over the island--seacoast

,

lowland, and mountain forest.

Milvis migrans (?) 1 specimen.
.

Same as above. -H.

Pandion haliaetus None.
Observed along the seacoast.

Megapodius 4 specimens.
Common in lowland forest and old native gar-

dens. Hare In the hill forests up to 600 ft.

Forest Hail ( Grymnocrex? ) None.
Hamlin observed one specimen in the cane^

brakes of a mountain creek.

Porphyrio 2 specimens.
In native gardens and secondary bush. Con-
sidered by locals as a pest.

Gharadrius 2 specimens.
Seacoast and cleared areas.

19. Tringa hypoleuca 1 specimen.
Seacoast.

20. Tringa species 1 specimen.
Same

.

21 . Tringa flavipes 1 specimen
Same.
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22. Numenius 1 apooimen.
Same

.

23. Turnstone arenaria None.
Observed by Mayr.

24. Sterna bergli 3 specimens.
Seaooast.

25. Sterna dougalli. 1 specimen.
Seacoast

.

26. Ptilinopus superbus 7 specimens.
Common in the lowland forest and the high
mangrove trees, single sr^ecimens in the hill
forest up to a thousand feet.

27. Ptilinopus erythrothorax 14 specimens.
Red-breasted fruit dove. Lowland and moun-
tain forest, especially in finiit trees in
mountain forest. In flocks. j .

28. Ducula rubricera 4 specimens.
Common in lowland and mountain forest,

29. Ducula plstrinaria None.
Lowland forest close to the coast and very
common on small islands.

30. Columba vitiensis 1 specimen.
True forest.

31. Macropygia rufa 2 specimens.
Lowland forest.

32. Turcoenas crassiros tri s 5 specimens.
Pound in hill valleys.

33. Chalcophaps stephani 4 specimens.
Common in the true forest and undergrowth as
well.

34. Caloenas nicob5j(arlca none.
Irregular distribution, lowland and hill
forest. Sometimes in colonies on small out-
lying islands.

35. Microgoura meeki None.
According to natives, has been destroyed or
driven into the interior by domestic cats
gone wild. Natives of the Tauro district re-
port having seen the bird in the fall of 1928.
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aas oardlnalls 4 aoeolmens.
Lowlands especially coconut plantations and
man.i^roves. Scattered hands sometimes found in

the mountain forests.

37. Tr iohoglossus 5 specimens.
Lowlands, almost restricted to coconut planta-
tions .

38. Oacatua 2 specimens.
Common everywhere. Very noisy.

39. Micropsitta 7 specimens.
Lowlands and highlands, esoecially secondary
growth. Mostly in small flocks searching for
white ants’ nests.

40. Sclectus 4 specimens.
Gonmon, especially in native gardens and
secondary growth. Pound up to 2500 ft. Very
troublesome to native crops.

41. Ceoffroyus. 6 specimens.
High trees in lowland and mountain forest.
They have a remarkable song.

42. Chalcites lucidus 1 specimen.
One specimen found in a native garden near the

coast.

43. iSudynamis scolopacia 4 specimens.
Lowland forest.

44. Pseudotynx solomonensis 1 specimen.
One specimen taken by Hamlin in lowland forest.

45. Spiloglaux 2 soecimens.
Lowland and mountain forest.

46. Gollocalia None.
Two species observed along rivers, open sraces
and native gardens.

47. Hemiprocne mystacea 7 specimens.
Open spaces, esrecially dead trees. Planta-
tions, mangrove forests and native gardens,

48. Alcedo atthis 1 specimen,
"all rivers which have steep banks above them."

Mayr

,

49. Alcyone rusilla 4 specimens.
Pound in the mangroves and lowland rivers,

Geyx lepidus 3 aneclmens.50.
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1

In this dense growth of the lowland and hill

forest, especially in old native gardens and

river flats.

51. Halcyon ( o s ?

)

12 specimens.
Lowland forest.

52. Halcyon sancta 11 specimens.
jiverywhere in open spaces, especially near the

^

coast and native gardens. Mostly in lower

trees and shrubs.

53. Halcyon chloris 6 specimens.
On very high trees, high mangroves, single

trees in native gardens, lowland and highland

forest.

54. Halcyon saurophaga 5 specimens.
Everywhere along the beach and the back water

of rivers.

55. Eurystomas orientalis. 5 specimens.
Open country, native gardens, occasionally seen

in the bush near open spaces and never in the

highlands.

56. Hhyticeras plicatus 4 specimens.
Found everywhere, all elevations, sometimes in

the tops of fruit trees gathering in flocks.

57. Pitta 3 specimens.
Found in the mountain valleys heard calling in

the early morning, late evening and during

rainy weather.

58. Hirundo talaitica 1 specimen.
Common in the open country, especially near the

coas t

.

59. Goraoina papuensis. 19 specimens.
Gomroon everywhere near salt water, i.e. coco-
nut plantations, mamgrove, native gardens,
small island bush. Much rarer in the true low-
land forest- -rarely, if ever, found at higher
ele vati ons

.

60. Graucalus lineatus 3 specimens.
Seldom in the hill forest.

61. Edolisom.a schistioeps 12 specimens.
Possibly same as 62. Lowland and lower eleva-
tions.

62. Edolisoma (
pseudomontanum ?) 3 specimens.

Lowland and hill forest up to 500 ft. Ap-
parently rare.
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63. Turdus. Thrush. None. '

Not observed.

64. Paohyoephala. 50 specimens.
Everywhere. Most common bird of the true
forest, preferring undergrowth to high trees.
Gan easily be attracted by immitating its call.

65. Rhipidura leucophrys 2 specimens.
,

Common about native gardens, ooen spaces, up
rivers, along the beach. Likes to build nest
over open water, not found in dense forest or
even dark mangrove. Nesting in October.

66. Nhipidura (albopuncta) 12 soecimens.
In true forest, mangrove and edge of native
gardens

.

67. Nhipidura rufifrons 9 specimens.
True bush and mangrove forest, also edge of
native gardens.

68. Monarcha cinerascens. 3 specimens.
Always on small i slands .never on the mainland.

69. Monarcha castaneiventris 12 specimens.
Everywhere in lowland true forest, rarer at
higher elevations.

70. Monarcha arses' 17 specimens.
Only found in the hill and mountain forest.

71. Monarcna menadensis 17 specimens.
Everywhere, mangrove, old native gardens, low-
land, and mountain forest.

72. Mine dumontii 5 specimens.
Everywhere, but more common around plantations
and in the lowland. Not social. Very noisy.

73. Aplonis metallica 6 specimens.
lowlands and especially open places, around
cultivated areas, apparently not in the moun-
tains. Nests in colonies in high trees.

74. Aplonis cantaroides 3 specimens.
Lowlands, rare in the hills, common incoconut
plantations, nests singly in coconut trees
and dead timber.

75. Aplonis grandis 11 specimens.
More conmon around plantations and in the low-
land 3.
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76. Gorvus 19 specimens.
Much more common in the hill forest, not in
the open land. Social, easily attracted by
immitation of their call, '^rui t eater.

77. Cinnyris jugularis 8 specimens.
In all secondary growth such as coconut plan-
tations and native gardens, mangrove swamps.
Never in the true forest.

78. Myzomela lafargei 21 specimens,
liverywhere, perhans more common in the high-
lands.

79. Dicaeum 14 specimens.
iilverywhere

,
especially in the open country and

in the secondary growth.

80. Zosterops 21 specimens.
Everywhere in high and low altitudes, more
common in old native gardens and at the edge
of the forest. Almost always in flocks.

Making a total of 70 species, represented by

462 individuals.

Ghoiseul Island (David)

Between November 3-24, 1929, while the 'France’

was enroute Tulagi from Ghoiseul Island, Native David re-

mained at the s/E end of Ghoiseul and brought together a

collection of highly desirable species represented bjr 42

specimens. His collecting was done around the villages of

Tauro and Kumboro. The collections made by David are not

listed with the Ghoiseul Island report.

San Gristoval Gollections

San Gristoval (Bauro) (Makira) Island is the lar-

gest island at the southeastern end of the Solomon Group.

It is 78 miles in length by 22 to 25 miles in width. The
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position of the southern end is given as latitude IQO 48' S,

longitude 1680 17' ii.

The island is mountainous with peaks reaching

4000 feet elevation toward the southeastern end. The whole

of the island is well wooded.

The natives are among the light skinned :^elane-

sians of the group. They are well behaved, peaceful and

good agriculturalists. The population in 1985 was esti-

mated at 7000. These people live in orderly villages and

keep moderately clean gardens. Food shortages are rare

among them.

Messrs. Mayr .Syerdam
, and I collected in the

mountain from December 1 to December 23, Camp was estab-

lished at the village of Huno Ooldaha some 15 miles from

toe. east coast at an elevation of 1900 feet and hunting

was carried on to an elevation of 4000 feet.

Native hunters were employed with success through-

out all of our stajr.

From December 86-88 some collecting was done on

toe seacoast at iCira Kira harbor.

As practically all of our time during this trip

was spent in camp preparing specimens
, no notes on birds

were undertaken.

Hollo Beck collected lowland material ^rora this

island early in 1987 .

Birds Collected in the mountains of 3an Cris-
toval Island, December 1989.

The list is provisional and in alphabetical order
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Name

Aooipiter (black)
Alcedo atthis
Aplonis
Ardea
Aviceda subcriatata
Gaoomanti

s

Ceyx lepidus
Ohaitnosyna
Columba vitiensis
Diorurua (dronga)
Domioella
Duoula paoifioa
iSdolisoma
iiuryatomaa orientalis
Galliooluraba
Geoffroyua
Geo pitta
Grauoalua lineatus
Halcyon chloria
Hemiprocne mystacea
Hypotlnidia phillipenaia
Lai age
Loriua pectoralia
Macropygia
Megapodiua
Meliarchua
Microecornla
Mlcropai tta
Monarcha araes
Monarcha caa taneo ventri

s

Monarcha menadenaia
Myzcmela nigrita
Pachycephala
Philloacopua
Porphyrio
Porzana fuaca
Pseudo aitta
Paeudo porphyrio
Ptilinopua
Ptilinopua rivolii
Phi pi dura
Hhipidura tufifrona
Hhipidura rufiventria
Serioornia
Spiloglaux
Turcoenaa craaai
Zoa teropa

Native Name Amount

De heh 2
Gao go te ' pek l
'iTan'u eh 19
Go 2
hi'tu 1
bar rao ri'geh 4
au au wai ' n
gi gi gi 1
ba ba hoa' 4
vwa vwa ki 'ki i?5
Ge'vi .-^2

La hau' z
An ng'e ah 23
Bara bara ga ain' a ha 2
Hu mo go 3
Ge nai 13
.7ai au'li 5
An ng' e ah 5
Ah ai 'go 4
Hah pacha nau' a ahu 2
Ba'li ahu 3
*.7a la^hi 'u 5
Ah ga'ra 4
Ha gu

^
2

Ma lau' 2
An ngi \Ta'ke I8
Pua pua 29
Puss puss si 'ah 6
Manu woru woru'tah 5
Gara gara ai 'ah .3

Befa bera tior'utah 10
Si'ki to ah 4
Tou'tou 5
v7anu wanu au'ru vah 15
Bah rah 'reh 1
Goa goa 1
Mis i mis i pQ
Ki'ah J
Go hui '

5
Ho ko ma'ki 31
To ki 21
Hilu'hilu 3
Goi goi ah'teh 4
Hoh hoh i ' li geh 6
Go hi 'go 2
Manu baru au'rah 6
Man tah bu ra'u 20

There are four additional species known to the

nativea of which we did not obtain apecinena:

Large owl
Hagle

Small hawk
Small swift collocalia
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Birds Colleoted on Seaooast, San ^^riatobal, Dec

Aplonis metallica

Chaloophaps stephani

Ducula paoifica

Greoffroyus

Halcyon chi oris

Macropygia

Meliarchus

Micropsitta

Monaroha arses

Monarch a menadensis =

Myzomela nigrita

Myzomela rubra r

Porzana

Ptilinopus (^i volii)

Hhipidura rufifrons

Trich oglossus

2

4

2

1

4

2

1

1

1

5

1

1

1

Total species collected San Oristobal 51

Total individuals collected San Cristobal 416
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Santa Anna Colleotions

Santa Anna or Awa Raha in latitude 10>° 50' 3.,

longitude 162° 27' E. lies about 6 miles southeastward of

Gape Surville, the eastern extremity of San Grist oval Is-

land. It is an example of a raised atoll, nearly circular

in length about 2 l/2 miles by 2 miles in width. There are

two fresh or brackish water lakes in the interior and the

whole surface of the island with the exception of cultivated

patches is well wooded. The highest point on the island is

about 520 feet. Some mangrove swamp is encountered on the

island as well.

There are about 200 natives living in two very or-

derly villages situated at opposite sides of the Island.

These people are quiet, peaceful and a mixture of Polynesian

and !!elanesian. They are poor agriculturalists but good

fishermen. Gooonuts grow in profusion around the coastline.

Prom December 29, 1929 to January 9, 19:^0 Messrs.

Mayr, Eyerdara^vi si ted this island while awaiting Hamlin and

the schooner 'Prance.' A small collection of 19 species

represented by 63 individuals was broi^ht together during

this time. Inclement weather and lack ofy[ materials ham-

pered the work.

Rollo Beck had collected on this island early in

1927.

An alphabetical list of specimens obtained is

given as follows.
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Birds Collected Santa iUia island, Solomons, Jan. 1930

Accipiter albogularis

Ptilinopus roseo ?

Halcyon chloris

Monarch a nigroventrls 7

Monaroha arses

Myzomela

Hhipidura

Pachycephala

Hurystomas

Duoula paclflca

Ghalcophaps

Macropygia

Grallicolumba

Porzana

Nicobar pigeon

Megapodins

Demi egret ta sacra

Tringa

Strix alba

3

7

4

8

4

9

1

7

1

7

1

1

3

4

2

1

2

1

1

Makes 19 soecies and 63 individuals.

During the time Mayr, Syerdam and I were collec-

ting on San Gristoval Island, Mr. Hamlin raaneiged to bring

together a few snecimens on islands near Tulagi. His col-

lecting areas are listed as follows:

Beuna Vista Island--nor th of N'gela or Florida
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Island. January 6-7, 19:^0. Hamlin, David, Oh.arley, 22

spec imens .

Florida Island. January 8, 19.'50. Same party.

7 specimens.

Tulagi. January 11, 1930, One native. 6 speci-

mens .

Malaita Collections

Malaita (Mala) Island, latitude 9° OS'S., longi-

tude 161° 05' i£.
, is described in H. 0. 165 as follows-

"One of the Solomon Islands main group, lies about 25 miles

northward of the western end of Bauro Island, and is moun-

tainous and thickly wooded. Its shore in places is low and

lined with mangroves; in others it consists of dark coral

and, a few feet above the sea, wooded to the waters edge.

Ihe land rises gradually from zhe shore to the ranges in the

middle of the Island, which vary in height from 600 feet to

about 4000 feet. I'ount Kolovrat, its summit, is 4275 feet

above high water. Malaita is 135 miles long northwestward

and southeastward and 19 miles in breadth.

The natives of Malaita, along with those of Tanna

in the New Hebrides have alwajrs been considered the most

warlike in the Pacific.

Th^/ are sturdy, aggressive, independent and such

good workmen that these boys have always been eagerly sought

after by black birders and later recruiters.

Up to within the oast few years very little was
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known about the interior of the island as most whites con-

sidered the risk too great in attempting a penetration.

More recently, the interior has been opened up to

sane extent by Government patrols, missionaries and others.

The population of Malaita has been recorded as

60,000 individuals but I doubt whether there were over a

third that number at the time of our visit in 19'^0.

The salt water people are shrewd, industrious,

fishermen who trade the produce of the sea (shell money in-

cluded) with the mountain men who in turn have agricultural

produce to spare.

The Malaita men with the exception of some salt

water tribes live apart from one another in houses placed

on some advantageous point on a ridge or hillside. The

houses are placed on the g round^-often -^artij-.v in the ground

as a furtherance in protecti on--are dirty, even filthy, not

lighted and unventilated. The inhabitants offset their

seeming unsanitary abodes by building little stone walks

about t:eir habitat which they line with an assortment of

flowers and plants.

It has been the custom for years for each re-

turning boy to bring with him some botanical specimen from

another locality. Thus one sees plants and flowers from

Samoa, Fiji, Q,ueeiisland and the other islands of the group,

growiiTg in nrofusion near each human dwelling.

Thirteen or more distinct larguages are spoken on

the island. Formerly incessant warfare was carried on by

each of the tribes or groups.
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The expedition reached Auki
, Malalta on Saturday

January 25, 1930 and collected with interruptions until

April 18, 1930. The whole of the campaign with results has

been admirably reported by Dr. Ernst Mayr in American li'!useum

Novitates No. 504.

Two exceptions must be made to the running account

of the report.

(1) On the sketch plan of Malaita, page 3. Mount

Torambusu should be marked and located as lying n/T of

Erigomano

.

(2) In bird collecting localities, page 2.

Jangafufu is not near Aurola but very close to the top of

Mount Torambusu. It is on the same mountain side of the

latter and a good 10 miles from Aurola.

The collections made on Malaita were recorded

from the field as follows:

Demiegretta sacra 1 specimen.
Common. Only the blue phase was observed on

Nycti corax 1 specimen.
lowlands. Not common, especially around mangrove
swamps and flat country.

Butorides striatus 2 specimens.
Lowland bird river flats and along the coast.

Anas superciliosa 1 specimen.
Inhabits the rivers.

Aocipiter novaehollandia 1 specimen.
Taken between 2000 and 3000 feet on mountain
slope. Collected in true forest by native. The
only one observed, apparently not common.

Accipiter albogularis 1 specimen.
laken on mountain slope 1500 feet. Usually found
in the highlands.

Aviceda subcristata
Not found much above

1 specimen.
1000 feet. Has a charac-
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teristlo oall. Very uncommon, one seen and taken.
Often in low trees at the edge of native gardens.

Pandion haliaetus 1 specimen.
Pairly common along the seacoast.

Megapodius 1 specimen.
Lowland bird, feeds mostly on mollusca. Oommon,
found along river bottoms.

Porphyrio 3 specimens.
Everywhere around native gardens to which they do
much damage.

Actitus hypoleucos 1 specimen.
.ilong shore. Usually individuals, not flocks.

Pluvialis dominucus
Cleared areas, native gardens, sometimes foreshore
and reefs.

Ptilinopus superbus 21 specimens.
Has a wide range. Taken up to 3000 feet. Common.

Ptilinopus solomonensis 39 specimens.
Common in the highest altitudes. In trees of
medium height. Nest observed, a few twigs loosely
thrown together in branch of a limb at 15 feet
above the ground.

Ptilinopus lewisi 14 specimens.
Pound up to 2000 feet. This is the miost common
dove. Lowland mountain forest. Peeds in small
flocks.

Oucula pistrinaria None,
Common along the coast and on the small islands.

Ducula brenchleyi 1 specimen.
One specimen taken on the coast at 3u'u.

Ducula rubricera 14 specimens.
Common throughout the whole island, escecially in
the lowlands where they congregate at nisrht. ' In
high trees where they feed. Their characteristic
call betrays their presence.

Columba vitiensis 2 specimens.
Highland bird. Mountain forest.

Gymnophaps 22 specimens.
Highland bird, true mountain forest not below 3000
feet, ^uite oommon. Very often found in small
flocks of 5 to 8.
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Turcoenas crassirostrls 9 spaGlinans.

Found everywhere. Usually in high trees along

river bottoms, as well as true mountain ..orest.

Maoropygia rufa 25 specimens.

More common in the highlands. I'ound up

elevations 4000 feet. True forest.
to highest

Ghalcophaps 9 specimens
lowland bird to about 2000 feet,

growth, true forest and seacoast.

and low shrubs. Common.

Inhabits secondary
On the ground

Ties cardinalis 6 specimens.
Lowland bird, common coconut plantations, lowland

forest. Feeds in big flocks.

Lorius chlorocercus 48 soectmens.

Lowland bird up to 3000 feet. More common near

the salt water. Plies and feeds in flocks in the

true lowland forest. I^arely found in coconut

plantations

.

Trichoglossus 3 specimens.
_

Common everywhere to 3000 feet. Usually m small i

flocks. They keep up a continuous chatter while |-

on the wing.

Charmosyna margarethae 21 specimens.
i

Highland bird as we observed it not below 3000 •

feet. Feeding and traveling in flocks. In high
j;

trees more common than the following species.

Gharmosynapsis palmarum 14 specimens.

Highland bird also, moves about very quickly in

the tops of high trees; hard to shoot, ^lot ob-

served below 3000 feet. Pound singly.

Cacatua 9 specimens.
Common. Sver:/where but more common in tne low-

lands. Congregates in high trees, very noisy.

Frequently calls while on the wing.

Micropsitta 8 specimens.

Fairly common up to 3000 feet, seem to be more

common in the higher elevations th an in tne low-

lands. No mountain species. In highfrees in the

true forest; feeds on tree trunks, more often

heard than seen.

Eclectus pectoral is 12 specimens.

Up to 3000 feet but not often found in the moun-

tain forest. Around secondary growth, native gar-

dens. Very noisy. More common in the lowlands.



.aneaiioaqe C ee
jaio If; nearni 0I '..i/Bua'v .enen'ti’vi^’’'® ^as/o'Z

• t^a-’To'" nlij^nijofr crjij hb Xlt'r se .eixdJod

.sa&ti'Icoqe J.ii ciIbi ois\:<lOTi>B?f
Ijld oi qi. . sX^BfsrQ'jjirf edj rti nooiaoo eio>^

• JBaioT^ tti/iT .Jfp^ OOOt ano; levels

BcexrrlQaa& € aqfirfqooLerfC/
352rr.r«al .JSC-"': OOOS ^0Od£ 03 Jb'tid ^iIJBI^»0^

fL‘Crtr so; :iO .dfci50Ci«ca ‘.tb Sterol ,dj7ro*s::fc

.flOOTJol' .Qdards koS lak

.enemioaqs c BllBalbtBO
ilKO.'i nelq ^x/eoooo aojTeioc ,biid biiBlffol

.82.001^ §iXd ni Eiiet'

,enoxrilo078 8^ eco*:Bo JTofrio euiio.!
a 0.1 co.n;c!Oo 810*^ .3 or.- COCr. OJ qL Jb“i id JtuBlicoJ
ni s2iooX^ nl sbae'i t cb eeil't .lejBR 3Xse eriJ
JjjEOooo fxi finjibl Yie’tar .3ee*tol su'xi

. afl0i3s3ralq

. alien:’Ireqe ^ ejo ssoigorfoiiX
b’r nl \;XXciioU .3de^ 00&'’. o3 eiei wv.'ibvo aqcs^or^

i. jiBrlo saoirnidnoo »'qu qsoji \;9riT .ailooX^
.’pnijr Qdu 0

• fciiatarloeqe IS 88ri3&’iB8*iiyxi? an^aounBriC
00>. ?" ??3 iou 30fi 31 Xevioed' ew es bztd JbnaXd^iH
id ill .8>'ooI^ ai ^allovBii f^aa .380^
,88io8qK 5xn iw'.; XX 0'^ er'3 aaric ao-aEoc erconr ees'iJ

.eaeriloeqB xnaTBzuIfiq o iaqoa’ieoanadO
i Y-^5iuiap XT'S"'' ?£'oda 8&voiu .obIb brld tacLd'slti
do 3oT: .3oode o3 Xxon ;eoe*x3 d^iri lo aqoi od3

.\:C»a!a £/K0O^ .3seTr OOO?’ wo lad l)eviee

. anr.Tioeq e € ao'dacaO
w '; er!3 a I aor^’^too fioirt jiid aaed w^/*iov£. .noimnoO
.^8loa v.iev dj>id al eeda^eigaoC .eXnal

eri3 no arifiw aIXsa \X3aaap9i’?

.ftn&~ioBrrs 8 fl33iaqO‘iolM
aaoc. ©d 03 ..108B ,3a«l 0005 o3 qu nornr'XJo vXaia'
oX r? 3 fli aa iB ai:ol3Bv»X© lodsid ed3 x;J cobp'-o
cl eaefdfijiirf al .eaJoaaG nlednuozD oM .blnel
nai'io .solnai3 9- a

3

r-o efieel ;3eeiol: eaa3
.Qsea «ari3 Mabd

.RnomjDeqe SX fiI.Caic)3oBq bjo3o8Xi;1

aoff ©ri3 ni X>aao* hb4^o 3on 3 ad 3ue0 OOOS o3 qO
oTl 3if ,ri3woi^ \:'r.-’ti^aoo©M ^aJoa^. .saaa:’’’ aieJ

i)fia 'wol eu3 rl aosnioc eaoM .'’ieloa v,a«^ .Bneil)



244

(Jeoffroyus 27 apecimena.
Gommon. Found ever:/where to the highest eleva-
tions but more common in the lowlands. Usually
in pairs.

Guoulus optatus 1 specimen.
Secondary buah in the lowlands.

Gaoomantis variolasus 6 specimens.
Found everywhere, to the top of the highest range.
Galls both night and day. Fairly common. Feeding
parents not known.

Eudynamis scolopacea 2 specimens.
More common along the coast in the true forest,
very high trees. One taken by a native at 2000
feet. /ery difficult to find. They are ventrilo-
quists and hide themselves securely.

Urodynamis taitensis 1 specimen.
Taken by a native in the true forest at 2000 feet.
Usually found in the lowland forest.

Ninox 2 specimens.
One additional in alcohol. All three were taken
by natives in the mountain plateaus "^000 feet.
;7ere heard in the mountains to 4000 feet. Not
frequently heard at night. Natives were hesitant
about obtaining specimens, probably because the
bird is wrapped up in their culture.

Tyto alba 1 specimen.
One taken at 2000 feet by a native who hit it wi th
a stone. This species is evidently a casual
visitor to Malalta as most of the natives had
never seen a specimen before this one was brouo-ht
in.

^

Hemiprocne mystacea 7 specimens.
Lowlands to 2000 feet. Infeead branches of trees
around and in native gardelis and along rivers.

Geyx lepidus 1 specimen.
One taken by a native along a mountain stream. Not
common and difficult for natives to obtain. Several
were heard. Not as numerous as in the western
Solomons

.

Halcyon chloris 12 specimens.
Gommon, native gardens, along rivers to their
source. Dead limbs or twigs in the tops of trees
Nests in holes in trees.

iiurys tomas orien tails 10 specim.ens.
Lowland to 2000 feet. Around native gardens
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secondary bush. Common.

Rhytioeros rlicatus 5 specimens.
ISyerdam's specialty. Found everywhere but urefers
to nest in the warmer lowlands. Common in patches
according to his food supply, has a high range of
flight.

Coracina papuensis 5E specimens.
Found to the highest elevations which is unusual.
More common along the coast. 'I^requents native
gardens, secondary growth and true forest. Common.
Mixed up in native culture.

Coracina lineata 21 specimens.
Found to the highest elevation but more common be-
tween 1000 and 3000 feet. Frequents high trees
rarely in secondary growth. Common.

iidolisoma holopolium 47 specimens.
Throughout the island but most common in the high-
lands. Common at 3000 feet and above. Few were
taken in the lowlands. Secondary growth and true
forest.

iiidolisoraa tenuirostre 34 specimens.
Found to the highest elevation but decidedly more
common below 2000 feet, secondary bush and true ^

forest, common.
F

Mino dumontii 38 specimens. I

Common up to 3000 feet. Secondary growth and true
forest

.

Aplonis me tallica 3 specimens. I

Very common lowland bird; found around coconut
plantations a_id native gardens, nests in colonies •

in isolated trees.

Aplonis grandis 42 specimens.
More common below 2000 feet is found on the edge
of native plantations, in secondary growth and low-
land forest nests in fairly high trees.

Pachycephala sanfordl 46 specimens.
Common everywhere to the highest ele vati ons , in
secondary growth and true forest.

Monarcha castaneiventri s 4 '^ soecimens.
Found to the highest elevations. Common ever^.n/vhere

Monarcha barbata 53 specimens.
Found to the highest elevations, but more com.mon
below 3000 feet. Secondary growth and true forest.
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Myiagra ferrocyanea 51 specimens.
Below "^000 feet. Around native gardens and
secondary bush.

3^ipldura leucophrys 2 specimens.
Common in the lowlands, esrecially along rivers
and found to about 1500 feet. Nests are built
over the water on branches of trees, usually from
two to three feet above the water,

I?hipidura cockerelli specimens.
Up to "^ODO feet, fairly common in its habitat.
Largest number taken between 2000 and "^000 feet
elevation. Feeds in low bushes and medium-sized
trees.

Nhipidura rufifrons 24 specimens.
Pound everywhere, even distribution up to ^000
feet and not uncommon above. It is found close
to the ground and in small trees.

Fhipidura raalaitae :^6 specimens.
Above 3000 feet, quite common in its habitat.
Feeds alone in low bushes and medium-sized trees.
Displays inteimit tently

.

Fhilloscopus trivirgatus 10 soecimens.
Highland bird above 2000 feet.' In high trees in
true forest,

Cinnyris jugularis 11 specimens,
lowlands, in flowering bushes , native gardens
secondary growth.

Myzomela cardinalis 65 soecimens.
Common everywhere up to the highest elevations.

Dicaeum aeneun 42 specimens.
Found everywhere to the highest altitude but more
common in the lowlands. Especially in secondary
growth and rarely in the true forests.

Eosterops streseraanni 54 specimens.
Found ever.^/where. Feeds in secondar'.'- bush. Not
30 common above 3000 feet.

Flying fox 15 specimens.
Everywhere on the island. Usually spend the day-
light hours hanging from the tops of high trees,

O'Possum 5 Specimens,
In the true forest.

Birds known to
report

:

occur on ..alaita through observation and
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1. Haliaetus leucogaater Obaerved.

2. Maurornis (Pail) Common Solomon Island
rail raoognized by natives from specimens
shown them. Reported by native hunters but
not taken. Probably mixed up in their culture.

. Hirundo tahitica Observed.

4, Gollocaba g species observed,

5. Aplonis cantaroides Observed.

6. Halcyon saurophaga Observed.

7, Ducula pacifica Observed,

8, Haliastur indus Observed.

9. Small hawk, possibly falcon seen by Hamlin.

10. Alcedo atthis Heard.

11. Ground bird. Possibly thrush or Gallicolumba
Natives, though they saw the bird, would not
obtain examples. It is a taboo bird in their
cult ure

.

12. Oentropus. Reported by older natives as
having occurred on the island many years ago.

Birds of which there is no record.

1. Pitta

2. Crow

3. Large owl

4. IRountai n Micropsi tta

Native names of Malaita birds

1. Oemiegretta sacra

2. Nycticorax

3. But orides

4. Anas superciliosa

5. *-tcoipiter novaehollandia

rom the Ari Ari district.

Ah'u

Ho'u

iSuau' re--ah ' u

-ih lung ' u

Ki o'ah
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6 . Acoipiter albogularis Hi 'tu

7. Avioeda subcristata (No name)

8. Pandlon haliaetus Kw a g i ' u

9. Megapodi us Xia kah ' u

10. Porphyrio Que'ii -Huahu’

11. Aotitus hypoleucos Psi si foi'

12. Pluvialls dominious Ko ko rah

'

13. Ptilinopus superbus Pau ah long ’ah

14. Ptillnopus soloraonensis Pau bu'eh

15. Ptilinopus viridus Pau killa killa'

16. Duoula brenchleyi Bo rah

'

17. Duoula rubrioera Bo rah '

18. Golumba vitiensis S an' no

19. Oymnophaps Bor lo whaw'

20. Goryphoenas crassirostris Oou' su su ah'

21. I'laQropygia rufa Go gu’ leh

22. Chaloophaps stephani Lah mo ' ah

23. 3as cardinalis Su' leh

24. Lorius ohlorooercus Tah ri ' ko

25. Trichoglossus Su gi
'
geh

26. Gharraosyna Su li kay’

27. Gharmosynopsis -to 1 1 i
'

28. Gaeat ua Kah ' kah

29. Mioropsitta Su su bu na're

30. Aolectus
c? Aica'la 2 0 f0 ' u fwo

31. Oeoffroyus Kida kida

32. Guo ulus Bi li u'

33. Gaoomantis Kuru kuru
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34. iSudynamia

35. Urodynamis

36. Ninox

37. Tyto alba

38. Hemlprocne

39. Oeyx

40. Halcyon chloris

41. Hurystomas

42. Hhyticeros

43. Coraclna papuensia

44. Coraclna lineata

45. Edolisoma holopoliura

46. iidoltsoma tenuirostris

47. Ml no duraontll

48. Aplonis luetalllca

49. Aplonis grandls

50. Pachycephala

51. Monarcha caataneiventris

52. Monarcha barbata

53. Myiagra

54. -Ihlpldura leucophrya

55. Shlpidura cockerelll

56. Hhlpldura rufifrona

57. Hhlpldura malaitae

58. Phyllosoopua

59. Glnnyris jugularla

60. Myzomela cardlnalla

. Dlcaeum

To lo fa'

Ng gi'

Groa goa*

Hah 11'

lah kam pa'l

T u u'

I 1'

Khe khe leto' ah

B1 nah'

Key di ah
'

Koe ee ' ai

GrO go so foi eh

Foa to la guh

'

Sing 1 lo'

(7an du?)

,7an du

GrO ah ti ' 0

K1 tu mah lam'bu

^'es mah gau'

La he hu huge'leh

7ant ' tu

Man bu lu fu'u

Lai beda y'

La eh u vu as' ae

Lora neu'wa

Ti do o'rau

Sum 'bah

Kah kah mln'deh61
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62 . ZosteroDS D1 dl o'ro

Plying Pox Sah kwong gwo

Quoi as se'na0 'Possum

Haliaetus Pan tah

Amaurornls Dah ' ah

Ulava Island Brit Ish Solomons

Birds taken and observed by Hannibal Hamlin I'aroh 2-'^-25
19'50, during his visit.

‘/Nino dumonti krefti fevs taken.

t/?.hipidura tricolor--none taken.

•^Bush heron ( Dunetor ) --one taken.

/"Halcyon albicilla— Observed.

Cinnyris jug. Observed.

I. Demi egrett a sacra observed,

'/ Zdolisoma schisticeps observed.

'^Iraucalus papuensis observed.

*/Aplonis metallicus observed.

•^Aplonis caritaroides observed.

•/Aqui la observed.

^ Haliastur Indus observed.

These vrere all that were seen Hamlin showed the natives birds
of lialaita; Flycatchers, Pantails etc. but the natives of Ulava
could not recognize any of them.
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Tulagl, Solomon Islands

During the last days of April and first

part of Kay 1930, while the ship was anchored in

Tulagi Harbor, spasmodic collecting was carried

on by Hyerdan who brought in anong other species

a Qentropus and a Brown heron ( Buborides ) . neither

of which had been taken previously by the expedi-

tion at this locality.
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Fennell Island, latitude 11° 50’ 3., longitude

160*^ 40' E. , is situated about 90 miles south-southwestward

from San Gristoval Island. It is some 50 miles long by IS

or so miles through its widest nart. The island is of uni-

form height 400-500 feet is densely wooded and of a very

rough coral formation, which makes walking in the bush a

very difficult matter. Geologists refer to Fennell as the

finest example in the world of a raised atoll.

Further description of this island will be found

in the text of this report.

The expedition during its second visit collected

on Fennell from Fay 17-29, 19:^0, during which time Famlin

and Eyerdan visited the lake region from I’ay 20-26, 19:^0.

One day, !"ay 30, was spent on Bellona Island, the small ad-

joining sister island to the westward.

Bellona Island is some 3 1/2 miles long by better

than half a mile in width. It is of a different geological

formation to Fennell, less coralline and more reddish

olayish composition. Neither does it attain a height of

more than 150 feet above sea level. i:o safe anchorage is

to be found except a 10-fathora patch of reef at the north-

west corner of the island (ilhanga). A vessel is only able

to cling to this reef in very calm weather.

Bellona is less densely wooded than Fennell, but

supports more large trees and an abundance of native a:ar-

dens. The island supports a population of 4 or 5 hundred

inhabitants who are aggressive, quarrelsome, and easily

flustratel.
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Our party was the first to ever penetrate the

interior of the island. 7e found orderly, well-construoted

houses and excellent viell-lcept gardens.

Although Fennell Island has been reported in

Novitates Nos. 486 and 408 by !:essrs. Tv'ayr and Hamlin, the

following notes are included from those made in the field.

Birds Collected Hennell and Bellona, !'ay 19?;o.

1. Colymbus ruficollis 2 specimens.
Common at the lake; nest is placed in the water close
to the small islands.

2. Phalacrocorax None.
Observed at the lake but not taken as Hamlin had brought
together a large series on his previous visit.

•3. Demi egretta sacra 2 specimens.
Common along seacoast. Not at the lake; only dark phase
observed.

4. Hupetor 1 specimen.
Not common, seen only at the inland lake.

5. Hlatalea 1 specimen.
A few representatives at the lake. The natives at the
lake apnear to know nothing about the bird. They report
the bird as a permanent resident, but do not know any-
thing about nest or nests of this species.

6. Treskiornis 2 specimens. ,

Very common. Colonies arelfound in high trees, in many
parts of the island.

'

7.

Anas superciliosa None.
This common duck was found in abundance at the lake but
was not taken as Hamlin had obtained a series formerly.

Accipiter fasciatus 1 specimen.
One soecimen was taken on Bellona Island but was not
taken or observed on Hennell this time. Hamlin obtained
a specimen previously on Nennell.

10# Borphyrio None,
This common species, having been taken in series pre-
viously, was not collected. It was observed on both
Hennell and Bellona. 'The natives of the latter islandfence in their gardens to keep out this pest.
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11 .

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20 .

21 .

22a

22b

2 :^.

25.

27 .

Sterna sumatrana 1 specimen.
Found along the seacoast and at the inland lake.

Ptilinopus rhodostiotus 2 specimens.
Very common everywhere in the forest. The natives make
pets of these birds.

Ducula pacifica 4 specimens.
Common, was feeding in tops of trees and occasionally
near the ground throughout the island.

Calllcolumba beccarii 9 specimens.
Not uncommon, apparently more to be found near the sea-
coast than farther inland. Difficult to obtain because
of its uncanny habit of rising from the ground and flying
through the underbrush.

Galoenas nicobarica 1 srecimen.
Fouid on the ground everywhere in the bush.

Lorius chlorocercus 1 specimen.
Uncommon, always in the tops of trees, more nervous and
excitable than on other islands where they have been en-
countered.

Ceoffrayus 5 specimens.
Fairly common, equally distributed throughout the island,

llicropsitta 1 specimen.
I should call it uncommon, several were heard but only
one specimen was obtained. This species keeps to the
higher trees inland.

Gacomantis 1 specimen.
One specimen taken on Sellona Island near the beach.

Ghalcites lucidus lucidus ? specimens.
Common, inlfact, abundant in the interior of the island.

Ghalcites lucidus plagosus 2 specimens.
One taken on Bellona and one on Fennell. Same as former
s ne c t e s

.

Gollocalia esculenta 1^ specimens.
7e were fortunate enough to locate a roosting site in a
limestone cave and thereby obtain a series of this spe-
cies. Common.

Halcyon chloris 5 specimens.
Not common. Found in the interior, usually around
cleared areas.

Goracina llneata 4 specimens.
Goniraon everyw iere in the bush, "'igh and low trees as
well.
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29. Aplonia insularis 5 specimens.
More common in the interior than seacoast. Pound
around gardens, cleared areas in lo-wltrees. The only
member of this snecies we have encountered with a yellow
iris

.

.10. Turdus 22 specimens.
Wot uncommon, about the same status as lallic olumba.
Found on the ground, in underbrush. Never gets more
than 4 or 5 feet off the ground. Is very tame, even
stupid in that it is not easily frightened. Jill stand
and look at the intruder for a matter of minutes before
it will walk away.

11. lergoyne 2 specimens.
Very common, found everywhere. Very tame and unas-
suming. Often difficult to keep them from sitting on
the end of the gun barrel.

12. Pinarolestes 5 specimens.
Very common, more often feeding and flying in small
flocks. Very tame, will allow one to approach within a
few feet of them when they are feeding or resting in
bushes and small .trees

.

14. 75hipidura rennelliana l snecimens.
Very common ever.where in the bush.

15. Pachycephala 2 specimens.
Gommon everywhere in the bush.

16. Myzomela 9 specimens.
Very common, found ever^/where in the forest bush and
arou id cleared areas.

17. losterops 15 specimens.
Gommon everywhere, usually in secondary growth, but alsc
found in high trees.

18. .Voodfordia 15 specimens.
Gommon everywhere in the underbrush and low trees.

There is apparently no rail or megapode on the is-

land as natives could not recognize these species from pic-

tures shown to them.

The osprey Pandion was observed along the coast.

One species of Monarch

a

is reported from the is-

land besides the Myiagra taken by Hamlin on his previous

visit. ^^0 species of Plying foxes were obtained also.
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The Birds of Bellona Island

Dupetor: Reported.

Treslciornis: The most abundant bird on the is-

land. 4 distinct rookeries were observed.

Aooipiter: One taken.

porphyrio: Observed.

Ptilinopus: Observed.

Duoula: Observed.

Gacomantis: One taken.

Chaloites plagosus: One taken.

Gallooalia: Observed.

Halcyon ohloris: Observed.

Goraoina lineata: Observed.

Aplonls: Obser\’’ed.

Ninox: Reported by natives.

A number of Rennell skins were shown to the

Bellona natives, but none of the following species were

recognized as being inhabitants of Bellona:

Lorius Geoffroyus Micropsitta
Turdus Gergoyne Pinarolestes
Rhipldura Pachycephala Myzomela
Zosterops '.Voodfordia

The Plying fox is also reported from Bellona Is-

land though none were observed.

Native Names: Rennell Birds

Golymbus Manu sin'gi
Demiegretta sacra Kungau
Dupetor Teg go'u
Platalea Ti manu on gah'u
Tresklornis Ta go 'a
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Anas superoiliosa
Sterna sumatrana
Aooipi ter
Ptilinopus
Ducula pacifica
Gallicolumba
Galoenaa nicobarlca

Deb kam i na'gi
Deng u pi 'ti
Tege su'ah
Dah hen'ge
Deng u' pe
Te t u ' u

Lorius chlorocercus
Geoffroyus
Micropsitta
Ghalcites raalayanus
Ninox
Gollocalia
Halcyon ohloris
Goraoina line at a
Aplonis insularis
Turd us
Gerygone
Pinarolestes
Hhipidura
Paohyoephala
Myzoraela
Zosterops
lo odf ordia
Plying fox (large)
Plying fox (small)

Ta sa ven'ge
Tege su'ah
Tege nai

'

Dange ong'i
Teng goong'gu
Peka neka
Tab de'ko
Ngo vai 'i
Da ga pi 'du
Teng ng ng ' o

llakeh llakeh

'

Da ga'ga^
Me gi ga'pe
Teh tu
Ta va gi 'go
3u su vang'gu
0 gu vi 'u
Tep'e ka

Tt
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Mlssima I3land--Papua

During the period in which the •'R'rance' visited

Saraarai, Papua, in July and August 19r^0, Messrs. Hamlin and

Hiddall and native Gharle’^ were able to make a short trin

to Mlssima Island. They were badly handicapped by inclement

weather and lack of time. Their collecting areas were as

follows

:

Panesesa Island, Conflict Grour.
July 18, 1930. 13 specimens.

Mlssima Island. Louisade Group.
July 80-89 inc. 97 specimens.

Pani Pom Pom Island. Deboyne Group.
July 30-31. 16 specimens.

Gower Collections

Gower (Inattendue) Island, native name Day 'eh,

in latitude 07° 55 ’ S., longitude 160 37 ' E.
,
lies some

84 miles northeastward of Caoe Astrolabe, the northernmost

point onMalaita. It is a low lying, well-wooded, even out-

lined, coral island of some 4 miles in length by two miles

in width. Two large lakes are to be found in the interior,

both of which are of a brackish, saline composition. The

soil of the interior must be of very good quality as the na-

tive population raise an abundance of foodstuffs.

There are something over 50 inhabitants on the

island who live in very primitive s/v\aLLleaf houses, which

are scattered indiscriminately all over the island. There
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ia, apparently, no organized syateri of cornmunal living.

The natives are Malaita men, cunning, thievish,

dirt^/ and covered with island sores (yaws), who are runaways

from the mainland.

They are good agriculturalists and excellent

fishermen, who carry on an extensive trade in these commodi-

ties with the natives of the mainland. The latter supply

them with tobacco, calicos, and materials from the bush

which are not obtainable on their small island.

The 'France' enroute from Tulagi
, Solomon Islands,

to Penape, Carolines, found it necessary to put in at the

only sheltered anchorage, which ia near the southeastern

end, to shift stores in the main hold.

Three and one half daj’-s,from Thursday night, Sep-

tember 18 to noon Monday, September 22, were silent trimming

the vessel, filling water tankis, obtaining firewood and na-

tive vegetables.

Although Mr. Hamlin had spent a few days on the is-

land previously, I thought it advisable to add to his series

and engaged boys who spent every available minute collecting.

The natives, primed by Hamlin, did very good work averaging

76 0^0 of their shots. Stick tobacco was the media of ex-

change used.

Monday September 22, the anchor chain fouled on

a coral head and parted under the strain of a heavy ground

swell. It was necessary to leave the island immediately as

our second anchor was not strong enough to stand the strain.

This was very regrettable as another day or two would have
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given me a complete series of the ornis of the island.

The 'France' proceeded on to rJoncador Heef.

Birds of Sovrer Island

Name Native Name Amount Gc

Demiegretta sacra Ma ma di 'o 1

Haliaatur Indus Ah sung 'ah 1

Pandion haliaetus Kwa kee ' o 1

Amaurornis Kong ay'o 15

Porphyrio
Ptilinopus 3^'&8Q0v&itrls

leh 0

Fau 15
Ptilinopus erythrothorax Fau etu' 1

Duoula pacific a Hung wo 5

Goluraba vitiensis Mo mo go 1

Macropygia Bu hiae

'

1

Ghalcophaps stephani La moa' 1

Oallicolumba Hu ru 1

Trichoglossus K1 ke'ro 1?
Gacatua Fah fuh'ta 1

Hudynamus tatensis Kwe 'see 1

Halcyon sancta iile ee 1

Halcyon saurophaga Keo keo 1

Monarch a inornatus See see'u p;

Ginnyris jugular!

s

^ua du' 2

Anlonis metallica de re ' ah 4
Flying fox Huh qua'lo 6

Small bats in alcohol Si si'ro

20 soecies birds 2 mammals 78 soecimens.

Birds known to occ
obtained through 1

Name

Nyotioorax
Shore birds
Noddys and terns
Brown ground dove
Galoenas nicobarica
Gacomantis
Gollocalia ( esculSiita?

)

Halcyon chloris
iSurystomas orientalis
Another species Flying fc

ur on the island, but not
ack of time;

Nat 1 ve Name

To

La mo 'ah
le w an ' 0

Koa'ro--Koa'ro
Ha rona ta'veh
de 'ee
Heh keh o ' rah

No Megapodes, ducks or nesting sea birds are

known on the island
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Slnoe practtoally all of my time at the island

was spent on board ship preparing specimens, I have very

few personal observations or notes to record.

Amaurornis (rail) and Porphyri

o

are common in na-

tive gardens, underbrush and swampy areas. They are both

considered a pest by the natives. Columba vi tiensis .

Ducula Pacifica , Trichoglossus and both species of

Ptilinopus are reported to migrate back and forth to Ma-

laita Island in search of food.

Aplonis , Monarch a inornatus cinnyris are common

species. The other species are not common.

Honcador or Candelaria 3eef situated in latitude

6° 13' 3. and 159° 22' S. is described in H. 0. No, 165

Pacific Islands Pilot, Vol. 1, as follows:

"This reef is charted about 43 miles southward of

Lord Howe Islands: it was seen by the Pilot Maurelle in

1781, who passed it in the night, and from the noise made

by the breakers called it Poncador (Snorer). In 1567 Men-

dana discovered some reefs, which he named Baxos de Can-

delaria, and these are taken to be identical with the reef

seen by "aurelle.

The reef is about 18 miles in circumference,

having two openings in the southwestern oart. on the wes-

tern side of the reef there are several rocks above water,

the northern one being 10 feet high. Between this rook and

another, G feet above high water lying nearly 3 miles south-

ward of it the reef is dry. The sea breaks heavily on the
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weather reef. The lagoon affords anchorage in depths from

15 to 20 fathoms on broken coral bottom. The patches are

easily seen from the masthead when the sun is favorably

si t uated.

?ish are plentiful in the lagoon."

The ''j’rance' anchored in the lagoon Yednesday

evening, September 24, 19^0, and sailed again for Ongtong,

Java, Thrusday noon, September 25, 19?iO.

During the stay at ~loncador IJeef, the only birds

observed were the smaller noddy terns which I have every

reason to believe are casual feeders from Ongtong, Java.

Landing parties skirted the western and northern

sides of the atoll where rocks are exposed above high water

but no traces of roosting sites were found.

Ongtong, Java Collections

Ongtong, Java or Lord Howe's Croup, situated in

latitude 5° 24' S., and longitude 159° ^0' E.
,

is an atoll

group containing a chain of islands, in the vicinity of 100

in circular formation, the lagoon being from 35 to 40 miles

long in an east and west direction by 20 miles across at

its widest part. The group lies some 160 miles to the

northward of Ysabel Island, the nearest of the Solomons.

The islands of this group are small, low and

sandy and are situated within and around the edge of an

atoll reef. Leueneua, the largest, the principal settle-

ment, the home of the chief and two white traders, is at

the southern end, is an island about 4 miles long and about
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one half a mile wide.

All of the islands are densely covered with coco-

nut trees with an abundance of bush or scrub intermingled.

A few large trees are scattered about the islands. The cen-

ters of each includes a swampy area which is used by the na-

tives for agricultural purposes. These latter areas abound

in mosquitoes of Arctic tundra region density.

The natives, who are Polynesian in origin, are

quiet, lazy and peaceful. They live collectively in lara:e

villages. Their houses, which are thatched with coconut

fronds, are roomy, well made and orderly. The villages as

a whole are clean and well kept , carefully laid out with rows

of houses fronting communal streets. In the past 20 years

the population of these people has decreased from over 5000

to approximately 1000. The principal reasons for this re-

duction are malarial fever and the practice of abortion.

These people engage in a prolonged burial ceremony

with their deceased. The body is placed in a large coral

slab coffin, an elaborately carved head stone is erected and

a constant vigil kept at the grave by relations for many

months after the interment. Large hats are woven from coco-

nut fronds and are worn by each m.ourner while sitting beside

the grave.

Because of the increasing number of deaths, at

the time of our visit, a large percentage of the population

was engaged in mourning; much to the detriment of their

general health and the c orresponding neglect- to their gardens

The 'Prance' reached this group from lower Island,
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Saturday, September 27, 19-10, and sailed for Panape, Caroline

Islands, Friday, October 10, 1910.

During this time Goultas spent 10 days at collec-

ting; the other members of the ship’s complement ’jvere en-

gaged variously. Collecting was hampered by inclement

weather, lack: of native cooperation and the myriads of mos-

quitoes on the islands.

22 species represented by 71 individuals were

taken during our stay and constituted all of the known birds

of the island except petrels and transient sea and shore

birds not present at this time of year.

Birds of Ongtong, Java

(Names provisional as recorded from field)

Name Native Name Amount Collected

Phaeton lepturus Kah vai 'eh 5
3ula piscatrix r.oh ng'ah 1
Pregata ariel He ah g ah

' h ah 12
vDemiegretta sacra Heh he re 1
Porphyrio Hem a gau
Limosa Heh ah po?? 2
Numenius Keh ro ah 2
Lesser ringed plover (No name) 1
Oharadrius Mang u pu'la 1
Tringa hypoleuca Mung kau ng'ah 1
Tringa Mong geu hak'ah 2
Arenaria He ong a nau'u 4
Black naped tern Hem ah oah'u 1
.7h i t e t e rn Ke hong 'ah 1
/inous stolidus He ng'oah 6
Anous minutus Hah la ee 'yah 9
Ducula pacifica Hah lu'peh 1
Caloenas nicobarica Hah gah ee yah 1

'j Cuckoo cuculus Har eh vah 1
Monarch a i nomat us See see'ee 2
Aplonis mo

t

q1 l-iea H u yah 5
Flying fox ' Hip ay'uh 9

Total 22 species 7.1 individuals

1. Phaeton--whit e-t ailed tropic-bird.
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I

Not too canmon. ihia soeclea nests in holes in
trees but roosts in tops of tall trees when not ocou-
pied with the former. It journeys out to sea before
laylight in the morning in company with flocks of terns,
to search for food. One often sees them skirting the
reefs engaged in the same pursuit.

Both male and female assist in rearing and feeding
;

the youn.^;. .'/hen one of the narents returns from hunting
they are replaced by the other who proceeds to sea for
more food. These individuals change places in the
nesting hole many times each day. Natives pester this
species continuously.
, Small boys, especially, are adept in climbing
trees at night to caoture specimens. These are occa-
sionally eaten, but more often than not only the long
tail feathers are removed and the bird later released.

The tail feathers or plumes have been adanted into
the culture of this tribe and are used extensively.

.7hen a young girl or married woman has finished her
menstrual period and -Tishes to attract attention she
removes her clothing, bedecks her hair with several of
these plumes and parades through the village.

2. Sula pi scatrix--Red-f00 ted booby.

Three pair were found nesting in the same colony
with frigate birds. Their nests had been placed in
the tops of high trees (60 to 80 feet elevation). Only
one specimen could be obtained as they were very wary
and took off at the slightest provocation.

Fregata ariel

The colony of frigate b^rds was not a large one.
I should say that it did not number over 25 indivi-
duals. These had just finished nesting in October
19dO.

The colony was located on a small island 4 miles
west of Leueneua. Nests of this species had been
built roughly of stick and twigs and placed in the
tops of high trees.

Juveniles were all able to fly though they were
still being fed by adults.

I found them difficult to obtain as they resorted
to flight at our approach and remained at a good al-
titude while circling overhead. They seemed to be at
home in the air either during the night or in the
daytime

.

Several instances were observed when individuals
carried a small red fruit about the size of a golf
ball high into the air and dropped it, only to swoop
down and catch the fruit in their beaks before it
touched the water. Other times several individuals
would engage in this pastime together.
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I many times wondered if this ^ame wasn't instigated
as a training oourse for juveniles against the time when
they would dive upon gannets and other birds to make
these unfortunates disgorge the contents of their crops.

4. Demi egretta sacra

This heron was observed to be quite commen along the :

reefs and sand beaches.

5. Porphyrio

This bird was found to be common in this group. It
inhabits the swamns and underbrush and is considered a
peat by the natives. One rarely if ever hears its
wailing cry and seldom witnesses the bird in flight.

6. Limosa

The godwit is, apparently, not a common visitor.
Only one old man could advance a name for the bird. The
two encountered on the sand beach were taken.

7 . Numeni us

Goramon. Several small flocks were observed along
the sea beaches.

8. Lesser ringed plover.

Apparently a straggler. The only specimen ob-
served was taken out of a flock of turnstones, that
were working along the edge of the reefs. I could not
find a native who recognized the bird or could give me
a name for it.

9. Oharadrius and two species of sandpip^ers were found to
be common along the sand beaches.

10. Arenaria
Tlocks of turnstones of 6 to 15 individuals were

found to be quite common along the beaches.

11 . Black naped tern
I cannot give the status; the only one observed

was taken. Natives say that the hir'd nests on some
of the sand spits in the atoll.

12. ,7hite tern
I only observed a few flying about the reefs and

;

succeeded in obtaining three. :

13. Anous stolidus
Gommon. Several large colonies were observed about

the islands. These were nesting at the time of our
visit. Nests were placed in the tons of She'oak
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trees at an elevation of 40 to 50 feet above ground.
Nests were made of small twigs and pine needles stuck:
together with saliva.

14. Anous rainutus.
More ecornmon than the larger representative. A num-

ber of colonies were noted. This species was Just be-
ginning to nest at the time of our visit. They kept
apart from the other species of noddy and plac'ed their
neats on the outer limbs of the she-oak trees. Nests
were never over 20 to "^0 feet above the ground, were
shallow affairs made of a few twigs and stringers of
moss piled together. There was considerable evidence
of eggs tumbling out of the nests either through care-
lessness on the part of the bird or thieugh the force
of the wind which blows the nests about considerably.

15. Ducula paoifica.
Only one example of this widely distributed species

was observed and obtained in the bush. According to
native information this species was formerly quite com-
mon but such numbers were taken by the white traders
for food, that they are now practically extinct.

16. Galoenas nicobarica
Not common. Isolated individuals were taken in

the true bush where they rise from the ground and hide
in foliage in the tops of trees. "Reported to be
disappearing from the atoll.

17. Ouckoo cuculus
Only one was obtained. I am presuming that this is

a Aew Zealand migrant.

18. Monarcha inornatus
Very common in the bush and shrubs.

19. Aplonis raetallica
Not common by any means. Observed in flocks in

the coconut trees.

20. Tlying fox.
Tolerably common, found hanging from the coconut

trees and flying about in the“daytime. This species
seems to feed in the daytime.

-Thile aboard tne 'France' enroute from Ongtong,

Java, to Panape, Carolines, the following birds were obtained

at sea;

Petrel 6
^hite tailed tropic-bird 1
Ned "

'* I
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Elue-faoel booby 1

Noddy tern 1

Sooty tern 1

Spectacled tern 1

These were taken purely as records. No large

series was attempted.

Solomon Island Stores list

A partial stores list with prices paid for com-

modities is well worth recording. In many instances the

amount demanded by the local firms was preposteroie

.

The assessment has been worked out in American

currency.

Meats :

Sausages one pound tins,
Assorted meats, 12 oz. t

Hash " ”

Lard, per pound
Salmon, one pound tins.
Bacon, per pound

Vegetables--in 12 oz. tins
Carrots, per doz

.

tins
Turnips ” tf TT

Beans " tt !t

Tomatoes ” Tt TT

Sweet corn" tt T1

Chili sauce IT Tt

Raisins " Tf IT

Potatoes, pe r pound
Oni ons ” ”

Spaghetti per doz . tins
Oampbell's soups per doz.
Milk, 5 cent tins (per do
Irape nuts, per box
Fish cakes, 12 oz. tin
lime jtice, per bottle’
Cocoa, per pound
Table salt, 2 lb. jars

per doz. $5.25
ins, per doz. 4.12

rt tt It
, 00
..'^7

per doz. 2.25
.50

r^.80

2.00
2.50
.-^.oo

•^.00

7.50
4.50
.09
.12

2.50
tins 2.50
)

'^.OO
."^7 1^2
.:^7 1/2
.75
.56
.^2
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ether Goramoditles
Assorted fruits, 12 oz. tins

Coffee, Australian, per pound

Hioe, per 100 pounds
Sugar, ” ” ”

Ships biscuits, 50 lb. tins

Grasoline, per case 8 gallons
It ttKerosene,

Batteries for flash light, each

$ l/2
.87 1^2

5.S5
7.00
7.50
6.25
5.25

..•^7 l/2

60 gallon drum of crude oil for Diesel, each

(In 1934 these sane drums sold wholesale in

America for 25cents each, which shows a fair

profit )

.

15.25
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