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SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT,

THE past year has been rendered one of the most
eventful in the history of the Museum, by the laying
of the corner stone of the new fire-proof building
provided for our Collections by the liberality of the
People of this City. It has also been a most prosper-
ous year, from the fact that the Institution has been
placed on a more permanent basis by the increase of
Annual Members, paying ten dollars yearly. Thus
the current expenses of the Museum will be defrayed,
and subscriptions of $100 and upwards be reserved
for increasing and improving its Collections. The
responses to invitations for such membership have
been most gratifying, and the list of members, which
is appended to this Report, has been increased during
the past eleven months from 350 on the first day of
January to 1100, and promises soon to be sufficiently
large to enable the Museum to secure the additional
aid of gentlemen of high scientific attainments, who
are much needed to classify properly the many speci-
mens it is constantly receiving, as well as to render
it an efficient institution, not only for popularizing
the study of Natural History, but for promoting orig-
inal scientific research.

The maintenance of the Museum in this manner
has not only increased its number of active support-
ers, but has opened the way for large gifts of new
and interesting collections. The largest of these do-
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nations has been made by Miss Catharine L. Wolfe,
the daughter of our late esteemed President, and will
be known as the “ Wolfe Memorial Gift.” It consists
of a collection of shells numbering 50,000 speci-
mens, and a valuable library of rare conchological
and scientific works, of about one thousand volumes,
both formed by Dr. John C. Jay, of Rye. The shells
are on exhibition in ten table cases, 43 feet wide by
16 feet long, on the second floor, and the carefully
selected library may be used at any time by original
investigators in conchology.

The Department of Entomology has received an
important addition in the gift from Mr. R. A. Wit-
thaus, Jr., of 8,000 specimens of American Coleoptera,
representing 2,000 species.

The Smithsonian Institution has presented a com-
plete suite of all its publications, and a collection of
birds’ nests. Many friends have also kindly remem-
bered us, and presented valuable specimens, among
which are a finely mounted skin and skeleton of the
Manatee, from Mr. D. G. Elliot.

Since February, $13,000 have been subscribed,
chiefly by the Trustees, for the purchase of new and
attractive collections during 1874, and the Museum
has secured a complete series of sixteen skeletons of
the Moas, or Gigantic Fossil Birds of New Zealand,
the largest of which is over ten feet high.

The Department of Anthropology has been increas-
ed by the purchase of Dr. E. H. Davis’s collection of
Indian Antiquities, which contains many typical and
rare forms of pre-historic workmanship.

A Department of Mineralogy has been added to
the attractions of the Museum by the purchase from
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Mr. S. C. H. Bailey of his collection of minerals, num-
bering 7,000 cabinet specimens, and many duplicates
suitable for exchange. |

A small but choice series of preparations, illustra-
ting the habits and development of various European
insects, has been purchased, and is on exhibition on
the walls of the middle hall. Over the windows
have been placed a part of the specimens received in
previous donations. Two more cases of finely mount-
ed birds and rare mammals have been received from
Madame Verreaux, completing the purchase begun
three years ago.

On the 2d of June, the Corner Stone of the New
Building was laid, in that part of Central Park west
of Eighth Avenue.  In view of the widely-extended
interest manifested in the occasion, and of its impor-
tance as a public movement in the cause of science
and scientific education, the Trustees extended an
invitation to all who felt interested, to be present, and
especially invited their Excellencies, the President of
the United States and the Governor of the State of
New York, His Honor the Mayor of the City, and
Professor Joseph Henry, Secretary of the Smithsonian
Institution, to assist in the ceremonies. These invi-
tations were accepted with emphatic expressions of
sympathy with the objects of the Museum.

General Grant, accompanied by the Secretary of
State, the Secretary of War, and the Secretary of the
Navy was present, and by laying the corner stone
signified the national importance of the undertaking,
and General Dix’s remarks also attested the favor
with which the establishment and rapid growth of
the Museum is regarded by the people of the State,



At the hour appointed for the ceremony, a large con-
course of invited guests and citizens had gathered at
the site 'of the new edifice. The addresses delivered
on that occasion are appended to this Report.

 The Trustees would express their thanks to the
Department of Public Parks, its architects and execu-
tive officers on the Park, for their uniform courtesy
and the personal interest they have displayed in the
success of the Museum.

The number of visitors has been steadily increas-
ing, and has frequently amounted to 10,000 in a sin-
gle day. Teachers have brought their pupils in large
numbers to our halls, and by means of our rare col-
lections have been enabled to impart much valuable
instruction. The Museum is also attracting scientific
men and advanced scholars, by the advantage it can
afford them for scientific investigation.

The privileges which subscribers will enjoy are
stated in the first By-Law; and as the importance of
the Museum in instructing the public and promoting
the study of Natural History throughout our land, is
manifest, we confidently appeal to all our public-
spirited citizens for the means to enable it to extend
yet more widely its sphere of influence.

R. L. STUART,
President.
WM. T. BLODGEIT, '

Secretary.

All communications should be addressed, AMERI-
cAN Museum or Narturar History, CENTRAL PaRk,
New-York.



At a Special Meeting of the Trustees, held March 10th, 1874,
the following letter was received :

To the Trustees of the American Museum of Natural History.

GENTLEMEN—My father’s official connection with your Board, and his
warm interest in the original inception and foundation of the Museum of
Natural History, have enlisted in it my own interest and led me to desire,
if I might, to contribute in some way to its enlargement and improvement.

An opportunity to do this has presented itself in connection with the
collection of works on Conchology and of specimens illustrating those works,
amounting in all to some fifty thousand in number, collected by Dr. JoEHN
C. JAY, and worthy, in the opinion of those most competent to judge, of a
place among the other objects of interest in Natural History, already as-
sembled within the walls of the Museum.

Having purchased this Library and the collection of shells connected with
it, I beg to ask from your Board, the acceptance of both as a contribution to
the Museum of Natural History, and as a gift by which I am anxious to
perpetuate the memory of one who was its earliest President, and one of its
warmest friends.

So soon as I may be apprised of the acceptance of this gift, I shall take
measures for its delivery to the Curator of the Museum, and meantime I
am, with sincere wishes for the prosperity of the important enterprise com-
mitted to you,

Gentlemen,
Very Truly Yours,
[Signed.] CATHARINE L. WOLFE.

New York, March 6, 1874.

The following Resolutions were unamimously adopted :

ResoLvEp—That the Trustees of the American Museum of
Natural History acknowledge with feelings of the warmest satis-
faction the note of Miss Catharine L. Wolfe, of March 6th, 1874,
proposing to present to the Museum the collection of works on
Conchology and of specimens illustrating those works, amounting
to fifty thousand, collected by Dr. Jorn C. Jay, and they accept
the same in grateful remembrance of its first President, Jomx
Davip Worrg; and as a gratifying evidence of the continued
interest in the Museum of the donor herself.

ResoLvep—That the Collection be accordingly named the Wolfe
Memorial Gift, and be as such, separately placed and preserved in
the Museum.

ResoLvEp—That these Resolutions be engrossed, and signed by
the President, and be presented by him in person in the name and
on behalf of the Board of Trustees,
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To the Trustees of the American Musewm of Natural History.

GENTLEMEN—I desire to offer for your acceptance, a collection of
North American Coleoptera, consisting of about 2000 species, represented by
some 8000 specimens.

As my esteemed friend, Baron OSTEN-SACKEN, has already presented
your Museum with an exceedingly full and well arranged collection of
Coleoptera for public inspection, I desire that my donation may form the
nucleus of a cabinet, to be devoted exclusively to the use of persons spe-
cially interested in the study of Entomology, and to this end I beg to
impose the condition that the specimens shall be preserved either in boxes
such as those in which they now are, or in drawers such as are in use in the
Museum of Comparative Zoology at Cambridge.

I will state here that my collection contains a large amount of unnamed
material, and a number of duplicates. It will require some labor to arrange
the former; the latter will be useful for exchanges.

The Collection will be ready for delivery as soon as you will be ready to
receive it in your new building, which I trust may be soon completed.

I am, Gentlemen,
Yours Respectfully,

R. A. WITTHAUS, Jr.
November 10th, 1873. )
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INCORPORATION.

AN ACT
70 INCORPORATE THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY.

Passed April 6, 1869.

The People of the State of New-York, represented in Senale and Assembly,
do enact as follows :

SECTION 1. John David Wolfe, Robert Colgate, Benjamin H. Field,
Robert L. Stuart, Adrian Iselin, Benjamin B. Sherman, William A. Haines,
Theodore Roosevelt, Howard Potter, William T. Blodgett, Morris K. Jesup,
D. Jackson Steward, J. Pierpont Morgan, A, G. P. Dodge, Charles A. Dana,
Joseph H. Choate, and Henry Parish, and such persons as may hereafter
become members of the corporation hereby created, are hereby created a
body corporate, by the name of “The American Museum of Natural
History,” to be located in the City of New York, for the purpose of estab-
lishing and maintaining in said city a Museum and Library of Natural
History ; of encouraging and developing the study of Natural Science; of
advancing the general knowledge of kindred subjects, and to that end of
furnishing popular instruction and recreation.

Sec. 2. Said Corporation shall have power to make and adopt a Constitu-
tion and By-Laws, and to make rules and regulations for the admission,
suspension, and expulsion of its members, and their government, the number
and election of its officers, and to define their duties, and for the safe keep-
ing of its property, and, from time to time, to alter and modify such
Constitution, By-Laws, Rules and Regulations. Until an election shall be
held pursuant to such Constitution and By-Laws, the persons named in the
first section of this Act, shall be, and are hereby declared to be the Trustees
and Managers of said Corporation and its property.

Sec. 8. Said Corporation may purchase and hold, or lease any real and
personal estate necessary and proper for the purposes of its inccrporation,
provided they shall not hold real estate which shall exceed one hundred
thousand dollars in value. )

SEcC. 4. Said Corporation shall possess the general powers, and be subject
to the restrictions and liabilities prescribed in the Third Title of the Eight-
eenth Chapter of the First Part of the Revised Statutes.

SEc. 5. This Act shall take effect immediately.
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STATE OF NEW YORK, o8
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, .

I have compared the preceding with the original law on file in this office,
and do hereby certify that the same is a correct transeript therefrom, and
of the whole of said original law.

e~ Given under my hand and seal of office at the city of Albany,
{ seaL. } this fourteenth day of April, in the year one thousand eight
~~~  hundred and sixty-nine.
D. WILLERS, JR.,
Deputy Secretary of State.

At a meeting of the Trustées, held at the residence of Theodore Roosevelt,
Esq., April 8th, 1869, the above charter was unanimously accepted by a
majority of the Trustees.



CONSTITUTION
American Hluseum of Hutural Bistory,

IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK.

ARTICLE 1,

Tris Corporation shall be styled the AmEricaAN MuseoM oF
Narurar History.

ARTICLE IIL

The several persons named in the Charter, and such others as they
may add to their number, which shall not exceed twenty-five in all at
one time, shall be the Trustees to manage the affairs, property and
business of the Corporation, and in case of the death, accepted resig-
nation, or removal from the State of any Trustee, a new Trustee shall
be elected to fill his place by the remaining Trustees; but no election
of a Trustee shall be held except at a quarterly meeting of the Trus-
tees, on written notice of not less than one week, specifying that such
election is to be held, and the vacancy which is to be filled ; and every
election of Trustees shall be by ballot, and no person shall be deemed
to be elected a Trustee unless he shall receive the votes of at least
three-fourths of the Trustees present.

ARTICLE IIL

The Trustees shall meet quarterly on the second Monday of every
February, May, August and November, at an hour and place to be
designated on at least one week’s written mnotice from the Secretary,
and shall, annually, at the quarterly meeting in November, elect the
officers and committees for the ensuing year. They shall also meet at
any other time to transact special business on a call of the Secretary,
who shall issue such call whenever requested so to do, in writing, by
five Trustees or by the President, and give written notice to each
Trustee of such special meeting, and of the object thereof, at least
three days before the meeting is held.
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ARTICLE IV.

The officers of the said Corporation shall be a President, a First
and Second Vice-President, a Secretary and a Treasurer, an Executive
Committee, an Auditing Committee, and a Finance Committee, all to
be elected from the Trustees. All these officers shall hold their offices
for one year, and until their successors shall be elected.

The election of officers shall be by ballot, and the persons having a
majority of the votes cast, shall be deemed duly elected.

ARTICLE V.

The President, and in his absence, the First or Second Vice-Presi-
dent, shall preside at all the meetings of the Museum and of the
Trustees. :

The Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of the Trus-
tees, of the Hxecutive Committee, and of the Auditing Committee,
and shall preserve the, seal, archives and correspondence of the
Museum, shall issue notices for all meetings of the Trustees, and
attend the same.

The Treasurer shall receive and disburse the funds of the Museum.
He shall keep the accounts of the Museum in books belonging to it,
which shall be at all times open to the inspection of the Trustees.
He shall report in writing, at each quarterly meeting of the Trustees,
the balance of money on hand, and the outstanding obligations of the
Museum, as far as practicable; and shall make a full report, at the
annual meeting, of the receipts and disbursements of the past year,
with such suggestions, as to the financial management of the Museum,
as he may deem proper.

ARTICLE VL

The Executive Committee shall consist of five, who shall have the
control and regulation of the Collections, Library and other property
of the Museum; and shall have power to purchase, sell and exchange:
specimens and books, to- employ agents, to regulate the manner and
terms of exhibiting the Museum to the public, and -generally to carry
out in detail the directions of the Trustees; but the Executive Cor-
mittee shall not incur any expense or liability for the Museum exceed-
ing two thousand dollars at one time, or exceeding, in all, ten thousand
dollars, in the interval between the quarterly meetings of the Trustees,
without the express sanction of the Trustees.

ARTICLE VII

The Auditing Committee shall consist of three, and it shall be their
duty to examine and certify all bills presented against the Corporation;
and no bills shall be paid unless first approved in writing by at least
two members of this Committee.
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ARTICLE VIIL

The Finance Committee shall consist of three, including the
Treasurer, and it shall be their duty to take charge of and invest the
funds of the Museum in its name, and to take all proper measures to
provide means for its support.

ARTICLE IX.

A majority of the Trustees for the time being shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business, but five Trustees meeting may
adjourn and transact current business, subject to the subsequent approv-
al of a meeting at which a quorum shall be present.

ARTICLE X.

By-Laws may, from time to time, be made by the Trustees, providing
for the care and management of the property of the Corporation, and
for the government of its affairs.

Such By-Laws, when once adopted, may be amended at any meeting
ot the Trustees by a vote of a majority of those present, after a
month’s notice in writing of such proposed amendment.

ARTICLE XL

The contribution of two thousand five hundred dollars to the funds
of the Museum at one time, shall entitle the person giving the same
to be a Patron of the Museum. :

The contribution of one thousand dollars, at one time, shall entitle
the person giving the same to be a Fellow in Perpetuity.

The contribution of five hundred dollars, at one time, shall entitle
the person giving the same to be a Fellow for Life.

Any person may be elected by the Trustees to either of the above
degrees, who shall have donated to the Museum Books or Specimens
to the value of twice the amount in money requisite to his admission
to the same degree, and the President and Secretary shall issue Diplo-
mas accordingly, under the seal of the Museum. The Trustees may
also elect Honorary Fellows of the Museum in their discretion.

All persons receiving such degrees and diplomas shall be entitled, at
all times, to free admission to the Museum and its Exhibitions, but
shall not, by virtue of such degrees or diplomas, become members of
the Corporation.

ARTICLE XIIL

No alterations shall be made in this Constitution, unless at a regular
quarterly meeting of the Trustees; nor by the votes of less than
two-thirds of all the Trustees; nor withoul notice in writing of the
proposed alteration, embodying the amendment proposed to be made,
having been given at a regular meeting.
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BY-LAWS.

I

Patrons giving $2500 are each entitled to 10 Complimentary
Season Tickets, 1 Subscriber’s Ticket, and 10 Tickets for a single
admission.

Fellows in Perpetuity giving $1000 are each entitled to 5 Compli-
mentary Season Tickets, 1 Subscriber’s Ticket, and 10 Tickets for a
single admission.

Fellows for Life giving $500 are each entitled to 4 Complimentary
Season Tickets, 1 Subscriber's Ticket, and 10 Tickets for a single
admission.

Members giving $250 arc each entitled to 3 Complimentary Season
Tickets, 1 Subseriber’s Ticket, and 10 Tickets for a single admission.

Associate Members giving $100 are cach entitled to 2 Complimen-
tary Season Tickets, 1 Subscriber’s Ticket, and 10 Tickets for a single
admission.

Annual Subscribers of $10 yearly are each entitled to 1 Subscriber’s
Ticket. and 10 Complimentary Tickets for a single admission.

IIL.

Any Trustee who shall fail to attend three consecutive Regular
Quarterly Meetings of the Board, shall cease to be a Trustee, unless
excused by the Board. .

I11.

No gentleman shall hereafter be eligible to the position of a Trustee
who shall not be a “ Fellow in Perpetuity ” of the Museum, unless by
a unanimous vote of a quorum of the Board—excepting Trustees
ex-officio.



1873.
January 1—ANTHONY PECK, Jk., Clinton, N, Y,

“

“

13

“

DONATIONS.

Iron Ore.

1—CENTRAL PARK MENAGERIE.

Zenick (Suricata Zenick).

1—J. D. CHEEVER, New York.

Nest of Humming-Bird.

10—WILLIAM A. HAINES, Irvington, N. Y.

Three Fresh-Water Shells.

11—WILLIAM MITCHELL, New York.

Two Indian Stone Arrow-heads.

20—J. B. HOLDER, American Museum.

33

Three Indian Stone Arrow-heads.
One Indian Stone Gauge, Massachusetts.

A. R. REED, Hot Springs, Arkansas.
One Albino Mole.

FRANK CARRYL, New Jersey.
Specimen of Petrified Wood.

WILLIAM LINTZ, New York.
Specimen of Bark Cloth, South America.

ROBERT LAWRENCE, New York,
Thirty-eight specimens (tweuty species) of Birds Eggs.

F. MARQUAND, New York.
Very fine specimen of Pelican—Mounted.

GEORGE 8. PAGE, New York.
+  Brook Tvout (24 inches in length), 2 lbs. weight.

Pror. F. 8. HOLMES, Charleston, S. C.
Block of Phosphate Rock, Ashley River.

JOSEPH BATTY, Bath, N. Y.
Twenty-five specimens (fifteen species) of Birds’ Eggs.

Through SMITHSONTAN INSTITUTION,
Fourteen volumes of * Transactions,” Foreign Societies.

Through E. STEIGER, Esq., New York.
Proceedings Ristorical Society, Stiermark, 1871. 2 vols.
Two volumes of Bergman’s Memoir of Ludovicius Capanus Valcke-
narius, and Bandet’s Life and Works of W. J. Blaen,

JUDGE McCURDY, Lyme, Conn.
Block of Red Granite.

WILLIAM DEANS.
Scales of Sturgeon,
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February 5—Mrs. EMILY BEAUTEGEAT, New York.
Lantern-¥ly (Falcon), and 14 jars of Reptiles.

« « JOHN B. PERRY, Cambridge, Mass.
Review of Lyell’s Elements of Geology. 1 vol.

“ « DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.
Hayden’s Reports, Geological Survey of Wyoming, Montana
and Nebraska. 3 vols. and 1 pamphlet.

“ 15—HAROLD HERRICK, New York.
Eight Birds’ Nests (four species).

¢ 17—Dr. J. E. MANIGAULT, Charleston, S. C.
Skeleton of Domestic Turkey.

“ 24—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.
One vol. Ninth Census, 1870,

¢« « °J. W. WEBSTER, Troy, N. Y.
Mounted specimen of Red Fox.

¢« ¢« ROBERT BROWN, New York.
Craw-fish, Squilla, and one specimen Limax.

March 10—WM. A. CONKLIN, Central Park Managerie.
Night Heron’s Egg.

¢«  CHARLES DRAKE, New York.
Ball of Hair from Cow’s Stomach.

“ ¢« ROBERT L. STUART, New York.
Organ-pipe Coral, very large and fine.

¢ 31—Mrs. JACOB F. WYCKOFF.

Specimens of Lapis lazuli, Malachite, and Lead.
¢« ¢«  DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.

Two volumes Census.

¢« “ WM. A. CONKLIN, Central Park Managerie.
Two Heron’s Eggs
Specimens of Iron Pyrites.

“ ¢« C.J. MAYNARD, Ipswich, Mass.
Catalogue of Mammals of Florida.

April 11—Dr. CHARLES MILLER, New York.
Pelvis of Elephant.

“ ¢« WILLIAM A. HAINES, Irvington, N. Y.
Albino Crow, and Woodchuck (Arctomys).

“ 15—GEORGE N. LAWRENCE, New York.
Sixty Pamphlets on Ornithology

¢« ¢« MINTHORNE TOMPKINS, New York.
Scorpion (living specimen), Cuba.

¢ 17—SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, Washington.
- Skeletons of seven species of Birds.

“ 22—PROGRAMME of the Royal High School, Chemnitz. 1 vol. pamph.

“ 23—J. LACY UNDERHILL, New York.
: Eight Stone Arrow-heads, Columbia, River.
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May 12—3J. CARSON BREVOORT, New York.
Insect Architecture.

¢ ¢«  Mgrs. CHARLES H. ROGERS.
Specimen of the Lace-bark Tree, Cuba.

June 14—Pror. R. DEMCKER, Central Park.
Tanagra Cyanoptera.

¢ ¢« WM. A. CONKLIN, Central Park.
Turkeys’ Eggs and Swan’s Eggs.

July 2—Through the SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.
Memoir Acad. Real das Scien. Lisbon. 17 vols.
Annual Report Free Library, Manchester, England. 1 vol.
Catalogue of a series of Photographs in the British Museum,

1 vol.

Nas vereins fir Naturkunde. X
Jahrbiicher Weisbaden. 1 vol.
S. Hohr. Naturfonschender Gesellschaft. 4 vols. Zurich.
W. Koch, Phys. Okons Gesellschaft. .3 vols. Konigsberg.
K. K. Geol. Reichsanstalt-Wicn. 2 vols,

August 25—CENTRAL PARK MENAGERIE.
American Hound-Fish (Mustellus Canis).

September 3—F. S. WEBSTER, Troy, N. Y.
Two Mounted Pigeons.

“ «* HERMANN MULLER, New York.
Two hundred and sixty-eight specimens of insects, with glass
cases,

“ ¢ L.J.SMITH, N. Y.
Basaltic Rock, from Giant’s Cave.

«  « Rgv. J. W. SHACKELFORD, New York.
Euplectella—* Glass Sponge.”

“ “ Dr. J. MORROW, New York.
Specimen of Rattlesnake.

“ “ Dr. J. W. FRANCIS, Newport, R. L.
Skeleton of Sword-Fish.

« “ Pror. DEMCKER, Central Park.
One South American Creeper.

“ « CLIMATE, GEOLOGY, FAUNA, &c., of Brazil.
Government of Brazil. 1 vol.

« “ FRANCIS CHEEVER, New York.
Sixty-two species Marine Shells, and Echini.

“  26—WILLIAM B. D GARMO, New York.
Fifty specimens of Corals from Bermuda
Lot of Stalactntes,
Four specimens Corallines,
Twenty-two Gorgonias,
Lot of Shells and Dried Fruit, “

October 11—ANTHONY PECK, Jr., Clinton, Oneida Co., N. Y.
Trilobite, from Clinton Rock.

« « (, H. ATKINS, Coram, N. Y.
Hornet’s Nest.

3 113
“ o . «“
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October 11—D. G. ELLIOT, New York.
Splendid mounted specimen of Bengal Tiger, and two cases of
mounted Lemurs.

“ ¢« Pror. DEMCKER, Central Park.
‘Whiddah Bird.

“ « E. 0. DUNNING, New Haven, Conn.
Lower Jaw of ‘“Mound Builder.”

“ ¢ D. JACKSON STEWARD, New York.
. Tooth of Mammoth (Elephas primigenias).

“ “  Through the U. S FISHERY COMMISSION.
* One hundred and fifty species of Invertebrates, and twenty
species of Fishes, from Casco Bay, Portland, Me.

“ “ CENTRAL PARK MENAGERIE.
Capybara, South America.

¢ ¢« CHARLES DRAKE, New York.
One large Echinoderm.

November 18—Dr. THEO. HILGARD, Washington, D. C.
Collection of Lichens.

«“ “ ROBERT L. STUART, New York.
Twenty specimens of East Indian Coral.

“ 20—Mgrs. JOHN B. EATON, U. S. Army.
Six specimens Carolina Bat.

«“ ¢ Miss MARY GELSTON, Fort Hamilton.
Local Lepidoptera.

«“ 26—WILLIAM L. BREESE, New York.
Three eggs of Gannet; one of Razor-billed Auk ; one of Are-
tic Puffin ; Two of Arctic Tern.

« “  WILLIAM A. CONKLIN, Central Park.
Quill of Condor.

“ “  FRED. LACY UNDERHILL, Central Park.
Specimen of *“ Satin-earth.”

“ 29—Dr. J. W. FRANCIS, Newport, R. 1.
- Sixteen specimens (seven species) of Fishes.

«“ “ F. 8. PERKINS, Burlington, Ill.
Two Copper Implements (pre-historic).

“ “ F. S. OSBORN, New York.
Eggs of four species of Birds.

“ “  FREDERICK SCHUCHARDT, New York.
Portrait of Prince Maximilian.

“ ‘ MARTIN GOLDSMITH, Camden, N. J.
Cuttle-Fish (very large), from Cape May.

“ “ PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY.
Six pamphlets Annual Reports, 1 to 6 inclusive.

“ *“ J. B. ANDREWS, New York.
Trap-door Spiders and Nests, from Mentone, France, and one
vol. on ‘“ Harvesting Ants and Trap-door Spiders.”
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November 20—THEO. ROOSEVELT, Jr., New York.
Sixteen Skins of Birds from Africa.

“ “ A. L. RAWSON.
Geological specimens from Arabia and Syria.

u “  ATTI DELLA REALE AC. LUC. DI SCIENZE. Lettre et Arti.
1 vol.

1874,
January 6—F. S, OSBORN, New York.
Twenty-five specimens (eight species) of Bird’s eggs.

“ ¢ B. H. WILLIAMS.
Echinoderm, from Mendocino, Cal.

April 20—J. E. SERRANO.
Wasp’s Nest, and Skin of Snake.

“ ¢« Pror. DEMCKER, Central Park.
Three Skins of Paroquets.

May 22—J. C. HEATON.
Skin of Snake, from Victoria, Texas.

‘“ 29—A. C. VAN NOSTRAND.
Limestone from White-Deer Mountain, Pa.

¢ 30—Dr. E. . DAVIS, New York.
Papers relating to Archzology.
Suite of Fresh-Water Shells, Mississippi Valley.
One Box Minerals, from South America.

June 16—JOHN SEMCHEN, N. Y.
Orange File-fish (Monocanthus auranticus).

¢ 18—H. LAMB, Norwalk, Conn.
Petrified Wood.

“ ¢« J. H. McCULLOUGH.
One pair Fossil Horns from Buffalo Swamp, Geoigia.
One pair Deer’s Antlers.

¢« «  WILLTAM HILL.
One specimen of Moth.

July 3—ANDREW J. COLEMAN, Red Bank, N. J.
Three Nests ; Eggs of Turtle.

“ 16—PEABODY MUSEUM.
Seventh Annual Report.

«“ 25—WARREN DRUMMOND, New Jersey.
Samples of Porcelain Clay, from Woodbridge, N. J.

September 2—WM. A. CONKLIN, Central Park.
Egg of Box-Turtle.

« ‘“ Dr. SAMUEL A. FRANCIS, Newport, R. I.
Scales of the Tarpon.

“ “  Mgr. BISHOP, of Honolulu, Sandwich Islands.
Large specimen of Organ-pipe Coral.

October 28— ALFRED R. YOUNG, New York.
Collections of Pressed Algea.
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October 30—Capr. BENDIRE, U. S. Army.

{3

Collection of Insects and Reptlles from Arizona.

30—SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.

‘ Contributions to Knowledge,” vols. II. to XVIIL inclusive.
Set of “ Reports of Smithsonian Institution,” 9 vols., and
Misc. Pub., vols. 8 to 10.

D. G. ELLIOT, New York. °*
Collection of Insects, and Insect Architecture.

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. )
Fifty specimens of Bird’s Nests.

Dr. JOHN J. MASON, New York.
Collections of Brains of Mammals and Birds.

VAN AMBURG & CO.
Specimen of Eland.

November 7—PROCEEDINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Steinmiark, for 1872-3.

“

2 vols,

“ D. G. ELLIOT, New York.
Mounted specimen of Manatus Americanus, and mounted
skeleton of same.

“ FERNDSZETTUDOANYIL, KOSLONG, Pesth. Nos. 29, 32 to 40.

“  Through SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.

Trans, Royal Society of Hungary. 1 vol.

Bulletin of Royal Society, Copenhagen, 1872. No. 2, April
and September.

Pub. Royal Inst. Grand Ducal, of Luxembourg. Vol XIIIL.
1878.

Eloge de Jean. Theo. Lacordaire from University of Lege.
1870.

Mittheilungen des Nat. Vereines, far Steinmark. Gratz, 1872.
1 vol.

Paper and Proceedings of Royal Society of Tasmania, for
1871. 1 vol.

Met. Observations, Hobart Town, Tasmania. 1 pamphlet.

Verhandlungen der K. K. Geol. Reich. April, 1873. 2 pam-
phlets.

Sclmften des Nat. Vereines for Schl. Holstein. 1873, 1 uol.

Schriften der Koniglichen Phys. Okonom. Ges. Konigsberg,
1872. 1 pamphlet.

9—JOHN P. HAINES. ;
Trap-column from Giant’s Causeway.

¢ Capr. JOHN -H. MORTIMER, Ship  Isaac Webb.”
Sixteen species of Pteropods and Jelly-fishes from Pacific and
Atlantic Oceans.
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PATRONS,

By the payment of Twenty-Five Hundred Dollars.
Miss C. L. WOLFE, . . . $10,000| JAMES BROWN, . . . . $2,600
JOHN DAVID WOLFE*, . 5,000/ A. T. STEWART, . . . . 2,500
ROBERT L. STUART, . . 4,300| A. G. PHELPS DODGE, . 2,500
ROBERT COLGATE, . . . 2,550

FELLOWS IN PERPETUITY,

By the payment of One Thousand Dollars. N
MORRIS K. JESUP, . . . $2250 | EDWARD CLARK,. . . . *1000
THEODORE ROOSEVELT, . 2250 D. N. BARNEY* . . . . 1000
FREDERICK W. STEVENS, 2000 I. N. PHELPS, . . . . . 1000
D. JACKSON STEWARD, . 14750 | JAMES STOKES, . . . . 1000
JAMES M. CONSTABLE, . 1750| D, WILLIS JAMES, . . . 1000
JOHN B. TREVOR, . . . 1750 EDWARD MATTHEWS, . . 1000
PERCY R. PYNE, . . . . 1750, WILLIAM T. GARNER, . . 1000
ADRIAN ISELIN, . . . . 1950| JAMES LENOX,. . . . . 1000
WILLIAM T. BLODGETT, . 1700 | ALEXANDER STUART, . . 1000
WILLIAM E. DODGE, Jr, . 1500| A. H. BARNEY, . . . . 1000
WILLIAM A. HAINES, . . 1250 | JAMES B. COLGATE, . . 1000
J. PIERPONT MORGAN, . 1250| COLEMAN T. ROBINSON,*. 1000
HOWARD POTTER, . . . 1250 BENJAMIN B. SHERMAN, . 1000
JOSEPH W. DREXEL, . . 13800 DAVID J. ELY,. . . . . 1000
WILLIAM E. DODGE, . . 1000 BENJAMIN AYMAR, . . . 1000
RICHARD ARNOLD, . . . 1000 JONATHAN THORNE, . . 1000
PETER COOPER .. 1000 | JONAS G. CLARK, . . . 1000
WILLIAM H. ASPIT\IWALL 1000 | ABRAM S. HEWITT,. . . 1000
B. H. HUTTON, .. . . . 1000| CHARLES LANIER, . . . 1000
ROBERT BONNER, . . . 1000

FELLOWS FOR LIFE,
By the payment of Five Hundred Dollars.

BENJAMIN H. FIELD, . . $750| JOHN SNEDEN, . . . . . §500
CHARLES W. GRISWOLD, . 500 GEORGE BLISS, . . . . . 500
SAMUEL F. B. MORSE* . . 500| R. A. WITTHATUS, Jr, . . 500
RUTHERFURD STUYVESANT, 500 HANSON K. CORNING, . . 500
MEREDITH HOWLAND, . . 500 | HUGH AUCHINCLOSS, . . 500
MARSHALL O. ROBERTS, . 500 ROBERT GORDON, . . . . 500
JOHN ALSTYNE* . . . . 500| STEWART BROWN, . . . 500
0. B.POTTER, . . . . . 500|J. A C. GRAY, . . . . . 500
LEVI P. MORTON, . . . . 500| ABRAM DUBOIS, . . . . 500
ALFRED B. DARLING, . . 500 TIFFANY & CO.,,. . . . . 500
A. A. LOW, . . . . 500 | LUCIUS TUCKERMAN, . . 500
RICHARD MORTIMER, JR . 500 | THOMAS BARRON, . . . 500
THOMAS A. VYSE JrR., . . 500|S. WHITNEY PHOENIX, . . 500
GEORGE GRISWOLD GRAY, 500 | GEORGE W, CASS, . . . . 500
GOUVERNEUR KEMBLE, . 500| H. M. SCHIEFFELIN, . . . 500
SAMUEL HAWK, . . . . 500




MEMBERS,

By the payment of Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars.

WILLIAM M. HALSTED, .
HENRY PARISH,

HENRY I BARBEY,
THEODORE W. RILEY,* .
ROBERT B. MINTURN,
C. N. POTTER,

WM. L. COGSWELL,

$350
250

JOHN K. MYERS, .
HENRY CHAUNCEY, .

250 | JAMES W. GERARD,* .

250
250
250
250

JAMES M. BROWN,
8. C. WILLIAMS,

BENJAMIN A. WILLIS,
JAMES W. PINCHOT, .

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS,

*

WILSON G. HUNT, .
SAMUEL WILLETS, .
CONSTANCE B. ANDREWS,

FORDYCE BARKER, M. D.. .
GEORGE E. BELCHER, M. D.

ADDISON BROWN, .
JOHN B. CORNELL,

A. DALRYMPLE,

WM. BUTLER DUNCAN, .
LOUIS ELSBERG, M. D.
JAMES FRASER,
WILLIAM H. GEBHARD,
JOHN F. GRAY, M. D..
JOHN A. HADDEN,
BENJAMIN HART, .

C. P. HUNTINGTON,
CHAS. H. KALBFLEISCH,
JOHN §. KENYON, . . .
CHARLES A. LAMONT,* .

* Deceased.

$200
200
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100

By the payment of One Hundred Dollars.

CHARLES G. LANDON, .
JOSIAH LANE* .
WILLIAM C. MARTIN,
JOHN T. METCALF, M. D.
WILLIAM I. PEAKE, . .
ALFRED PELL, .

ISAAC H. REED,

S. N. SALOMON, . .

SAMUEL B. SCHIEFFELIN,

JOIIN H. SHERWOOD,
J. MARION SIMS, M.D. .

HENRY MILFORD SMITH, .

H. A. SMYTHE,

ALEX. H. STEVENS.
HENRY M. TABER, .
FRED. F. THOMPSON, .
EDWARD WALKER,
SAMUEL WETMORE, .
JAMES R. WOOD, M.D.

$250
250
250
250
250
250
250

$100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100



ANNUAL MEMBERS,

By the Payment of Ten Dollars, Yearly.

Abbe, G. W.
Abbett, Leon
Abeel, John H.
Acosta, Ricardo
Acton, J. J.

Acton, T. C. Hon.
Adams, William, D. D
Adriance, John
Agnew, Alex. McL.
Agnew, C. R, M. D.
Agnew, John T.
Albinola, G.
Alexander, Henry M
Allen, Elisha H., Jr.
Allen, T. F., M. D
Alsop, Jos. W.
Amend, Bernard G.
Amerman, N.
Ammidown, H.
Amory, Arthur
Anderson, H. H.
Anthony, Henry T.
Appleby, Charles
Appleby, Charles E.
Appleton, D. S.
Appleton, Daniel, Jr.
Appleton, Geo. S.
Appleton, John A.
Appleton, Wm. H.
Appleton, W. W.
Arnold, John V. H.
Arnold, Richard
Asch, Morris J., M. D.
Astor, J. J.

Astor, W. W.
Auchincloss, E. S.
Auchincloss, Hugh
Auchmuty, R. T.
Austen, Edward
Averill, Horatio F.
Avery, 8. P.
Aymar, Edward B.
Ayres, Carlton
Bacon, Hackley B.

Bailey, Jas. Muhlenberg.

Bailey, Latimer
Bailey, N. P.

Baker, Clinton G.
Baker, David F.
Baker, Francis

Baker, H. J.
Baldwin, Emily M.
Balen, Peter

Ball, Edward

Ballin, Eugene S.
Barlow, S. L. M.
Barnard, Gen. J. G.
Barnes, Oliver W.
Barnum, P. T.
Barreda, F. L.
Barron, John C., M. D.
Barrow, John W.
Bates, L. M.

Bates, Martin

Banyer, Goldsborough
Barker, Fordyce, M. D.
Barney, Hiram
Beach, Miles
Beadleston, Alfred N.
Beadleston, W. H.
Beck, Fanning C. T.
Bedford, Frederick, M. D
Beebe, Chas. E.
Beekman, B, F.

Beer, Julius

Belcher, Henry W.
Belknap, A. B.

Bell, Edward R.

Bell, George

Bell, Hon. Isaac
Benedict, A. C.
Benedict, Hon. E. C.
Benkard, James
Bennett, Henry

Bergen, Q.

Bergh, Henry, M. D.
Bernacki, Chas., M. D.
Bernheimer, Adolph
Betts, William
Bickmore, Albert S.
Bickmore, Mrs. Albert S.
Bien, Julius

Binsse, L. B.

Bird, Mrs. Oliver W.

Bissinger, Philip
Blagden, George
Blague, G.

" | Blake, Arthur W.

Blakeman, Birdscy
Bliss, C. N.

Bliss, Dallett

Bliss, George

Bliss, Robert
Boardman, Andrew
Body, John E.
Boese, Thomas
Bogart, Orlando M.
Bogert, H. K.
Bolles, E. L.
Bonn, Wm. B.
Booth, Wm. A.
Borden, M. C. D.
Borden, T. H.
Borden, William
Bowdoin, G. 8.
Bowerman, Henry A.
Boyd, Robert H.
Bradley, 8. R.
Brady, John R.
Braker, Conrad, Jr.
Bremer, John L.
Briddon, C. K., M. D.
Bridge, Wm. F.

| Bridgham, Mrs. Eliza A.

Bridgman, W. H.
Brinsmade, J. B.
Britton, B. F. -
Brokaw, Joseph
Brooks, Edward S.
Brown, Augustus L.
Brown, Charles S.
Brown, Miss E. W.
Brown, Miss J. E.
Brown, Mrs. James M.
Brown, J. Crosby
Brown, Walston H.
Bruce, Adam T.
Bruce, John M.
Bruce, Mrs. John M.
Bryson, P. M.
Buchanan, R.



Buchanan, Wm.
Buell, James

. Bullwinkle, Richard
Bumstead, F. J., M. D.
Bunzl, Julius
Burdett, Chas. P.
Burdett, Daniel H.
Burkhalter, S.
Burrill, J. E.

Butler, B. F.

Butler, Charles
Butler, H. V.
Butler, Wm. Allen
Byers, John

Byrd, George H.
Byrd, George J.
Calhoun, John C.
Caramann, H. H.
Camp, W. A.
Cardozo, A. H.
Carryl, Frank

Carter, F. H.

Carter, Robert
Casablanca, J. B.
Cashman, M. H.
Cass, G. W.

Castree, John
Caylus, E.
Chandler, N.
Charlier, Elisie
Cheever, John H.
Chisolm, A. R.
Chittenden, S. B.
Choate, Joseph H.
Choate, Mrs. Joseph H.
Churehill, F. H.
Clark, Bainbridge S.
Clark, Cyrus S.
Clark, George C.
Clark, Nathan
Clerke, Wm. B.
Clift, Smith

Cobb, Carlos
Cochran, Thomas
Cock, Thomas F., M. D.
Cockroft, J. H. V.
Coffin, Edmund, Jr.
Coggeshall, E. W.
Cohen, Samuel
Colburn, George C.
Coleman, E. W.
Coles, C. F.

Colgate, Abner W.
Colgate, Mrs. Bowles
Colgate, Chas. C.
Colgate, Mrs. Chas. C.
Colgate, Edward
Colgate, Miss Georgiana
Colgate, Robert
Colgate, Robert, Jr.
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Colgate, Mrs, Robert, Jr.
Colgate, Samuel
Colgate, Mrs, Samuel
Colgate, Samuel J.
Colles, George W.
Collins, Benjamin
Colling, Charles
Compton, A. T.
Comstock, C.
Comstock, S. R.
Conklin, Wm. A.
Conkling, Hon. F. A.
Connolly, W. A.
Constable, Miss Amy H.
Constable, Frederick A.
Constable, James M.
Constable, Mrs. James M.
Constant, Samuel 8.
Constantine, A. J.
Constantiune, J.

Cook, John C.
Cooledge, W. P.
Cooper, Joseph
Corbit, Joseph
Corning, Hanson K.
Cossitt, F. H.

Cotheal, Alex. L
Cottenet, F.

Coutan, Chas. E.
Cowdrey, N. A.
Crerar, John

Crocker, George Aug.
Crocker, Wm. Baylis
Crolius, Clarkson
Crosby, Henry A.
Crosby, Rev. Howard, D.D.
Crosby, J. Schuyler
Cross, James M.
Cruger, 8. V. R.
Cumming, J. R.
Cunningham, Wm.
Currie, John H.

Curtis, Jeremiah
Curtis, Hon. Wm. E.
Daly, John T.

Dana, Samuel B.
Dancke, Charles
Darling, W. A.

Dash, John B.
Davenport, John I.
Davidson, John

Davies, Henry E.
Davies, William G.
Dayvis, Hon. Noah
Davis, Sam’l D.

Davis, Theo. M.
Davison, C. A.
Dawson, Benj. F., M. D.
Day, Henry

de Forest, Mrs. Geo. B.

de Forest, H. G.

de Forest, Robert W,
de Garmo, Wm. B,

de Graaf, H. P.

de Lancey, Edward F.
de Rham, Chas,

De Witt, John E.
Decker, N. H.

Deey, E. Mortimer, M. D.
Delafield, Edward, Jr.
Delafield, Henry
Delafield, Maturin L.
Delamater, Cornelius H.
Delano, Warren
Delmonico, L.

Denike, Abraham
Dennis, Charles, Jr.
Dennistoun, T.
Dennistoun, Wm.
Develin, John E.’
Devlin, Jeremiah
Devoe, Col. Thos. F.
Dickey, Charles D.
Dittenhoefer, A. J.

Dix, Rev. Morgan, D. D.
Dixon, C. P.

Docharty, G.

Dodge, Charles C.

‘| Dodge, Cleve H.

Dodge, Miss Grace H.
Dodge, Miss Mary M.
Dodge, W. Earl
Dodge, Mrs. Wm. E,, Jr.
Donner, J. 0.

Dore, John

Doremus, Prof. R. Ogden
Dornin, W. C.
Douglass, Andrew E.
Douglass, J. H., M. D.
Dowd, William
Dowling, john, M. D.
Drake, Simeon J.
Draper, Dr. W. H.
Du Bois, Katharine
Du Bois, William A.
Dufais, Fred. F.

Dun, R. G.

Dunbar, James M.
Dunlap, Robert
Dutton, E. P,

Eaton, D. B,

Edey, Chas. C.
Edgar, J.

Edson, Tracy R.
Eidlitz, Leopold
Eidlitz, Marc
Elderkin, John
Elfelt, Augustus B.
Elliott, John

Ellis, John W.



Elmer, Wm., M. D.
Ely, Richard S.
Evarts, Wm, M.
Eyland, Geo. C.
Eyre, Henry
Fabbri, E. G.
Fairbanks, Franklin
Fairbanks, J. H.
Falls, W. A.
Fanning, Charles
Fargo, James C.
Fawcett, F.
Fecheimer, M. S.
Fenton, D. W,
Ferguson, D. W.
Ferguson, Edward
Ferguson, J. F.
Ferguson, William
Field, Cyrus W.
Field, Dudley
Field, Wm. H.
Fielding, M. B.
Filley, Samuel R.
Fisher, Nathaniel
Fiske, Josiah M.
Fitch, John

Fitz Gerald, W. J.
Fleet, Oliver 8.
Fliess, R. A.
Fogg, William H.
Foley, John
Forman, Alexander
Foote, Emerson
Foster, Frank P.
Foster, J. P. G.
Foster, Wm. R.
Foulke, Thomas
Fowler, Frederic R.
Frame, Charles P.
Francis, Lewis
Frankel, Edward, M. D.
Fraser, George S.
Fraser, Wm. A,
Freeborn, G. C., M. D.
Freligh, E. G., M. D.
French, Chas. T.
Frey, Frederic T.
Friedman, A.
Friedman, Wm.
Frohwein, Theobald
Frost, Samuel

Frothingham, Rev. O. B.

Fry, C. M.

Funch, Ch. Fred.
Gardner, A. K., M. D.
Garrison, Wm. R.
Gay, Joseph E.
Gebhard, Edward
Gibb, William

Gibbs, Theodore K,
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Gibert, Fred. E.
Gifford, Sanford R.
Gillespie, G. D. H.
Gitterman, Henry
Gleason, Edward
Glover, Chas. H.
Goadby, Jas. H.
Godkin, E. L.
Godwin, Parke
Goldenberg, Levi
Goodwin, E.
Goodwin, James J.
Gossler, Gustav H.
Gostenhofer, Franklin
Grace, W. R.

Graef, Chas.

Grahara, James L.
Graham, John
Graham, Malcolm
Grant, Henry L.
Gray, John

Gray, John

Grayden, John W.
Greene, W. Henry C.
Greenleaf, A, W.
Greenwood, Isaac J.
Grinnell, William F¥.
Griswold, B. W.
Griswold, George
Griswold, James T.
Griswold, Sam'l L., M. D.
Gross, John L.
Grosvenor, Mrs. M. A.
Grosz, Frederick H.
Grote, F.

Guernsey, Egbert, M. D.
Gunning, Thos. B., M. D.
Gunther, C. Godfrey
Gunther, F. Frederic
Gunther, Wm. Henry
Gurnee, W. 8.
Habirshaw, W. M.
Haggerty, Ogden
Haines, Miss Emily Somers
Haines, John P.
Haines, Mrs. John P.
Haines, Napoleon I.
Haines, R. Townley
Haines, W. A.
Haines, Mrs, W. A.
Hall, A. Oakey

Hall, Dr. Edwards
Iall; John H.

Hall, Thomag D.’
Hall, Valentine G.
Hall, W, A,

HallW. ey,
Hallgarten, A.
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ADDRESSES

LAYING OF THE CORNER STONE,

JUNE 2d, 1874.

PRAYER BY Rev. 8. H. TYNG, D. D.

O LoRpD, our God! blessed be Thy great and glorious name, which is
exalted above all blessing and praise! Thou, even Thou, art Lord alone.
Thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host,—the
earth, and all that is therein,—the seas, and all that therein is, and Thou
preservest them all. The host of heaven worshipeth Thee !

‘Whither shall we go from Thy Spirit, and whither shall we flee from Thy
presence ? If we ascend into heaven, Thou art there; if we make our bed
in hell, behold Thou art there. If we take the wings of the morning, and
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall Thy hand lead us,
and Thy right hand shall hold us. Such knowledge is too wonderful for
us; it is high, we cannot attain unto it.

O Lord, our Lord ! how excellent is Thy name in all the earth! who hath
set Thy glory above the heavens. When we consider the heavens, the work
of Thy hands; the moon and the stars which Thou hast ordained—what is
man that Thou art mindful of him, or the son of man that Thou visitest
him? Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels; Thou hast
crowned him with glory and honour. Thou madest him to have dominion
over the works of Thy hands. Thou hast put all things under his feet.

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works! in wisdom hast Thou made them
all. The earth is full of Thy riches. This great and wide sea also, wherein
are creaturcs innumerable, both small and great; these all wait upon Thee,
and Thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou makest the grass to
grow upon the mountains, and herbs for the service of man. Before Thee
the mountains break forth in singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap
their hands, from the cedar that dwelleth in Lebanon, even unto the hyssop
which springeth out of the wall. Thou hast commanded us to commemo-
rate Thy wisdom and Thy power; to teach unto those who come after
us the glory of Thy works—as wonderful in the least of the beings that
breathes in Thy mercy, as in the mightiest that displays and magnifies Thy
power. Thou hast manifested Thyself and Thy wisdom, as truly in the
lilies of the field as they grow as in the leviathan, who is the king over all
children of pride,
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To honor Thee in all these works of Thy hand, would we erect the build-
ing over the foundation of which we now ask Thy protection and Thy
blessing. May it perpetuate the remembrance and the study of Thy wis-

. dom and goodness, as all Thy works declare them, and as the knowledge
and thankfulness of men thus combine to make them known. Great and
marvellous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty! just and true are all Thy
ways, thou King of Saints!

‘We would humbly, gratefully praise Thee, in all the works of Thy hands
and in the wonders of Thy pardoning love to the children of men. May
Thy gracious blessing rest upon our beloved country—upon the land which
Thou gavest us to inhabit—upon the President of these United States— .
upon all whom thou hast established in authority among this people. Pros- .
per, we beseech Thee, all our institutions and efforts for the advancement of
human learning. Give habits of righteousness and truth to all our people.
Uphold and edify every plan for the advancement of public and private
virtue, and every effort to reform and rescue the outcast and the neglected
among our people.

And above all give peace to our nation—prosperity to Thy Gospel of Sal-
vation—and the maintenance of Thine own supreme authority, in the name
and person of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. In whose words we
would gratefuly say,— '

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is done in heaven. Give us this
day, our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and
ever. AMEN.

ADDRESS by Roserr L. Srvarr, Esq., President
of the Museum, in behalf of the Lrustees.

‘WE have assembled on this occasion by the invitation of the Trustees
of the American Museum of Natural History, to lay the Corner Stone
of the generous edifice which, by the wise liberality of the State of
New York, has been provided for the perpetual use of the Museum,
and, in the appropriate presence of the Chief Magistrates of the City,
the State, and the Nation, to dedicate the structure to the public
service for which it is designed.

In this view it may not be unbecoming for the Trustees briefly to
relate the course of events which have brought this undertaking to its
present advancement, and to declare the purposes which have actuated
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them in the efforts they have made to establish, on a permanent foun-
dation, a Museum which, as they hope, will be worthy of recognition
as a National Institution.

It had long been a subject of regret to many citizens interested in
the cause of education and culture, that this great city, the most
prominent seat of American civilization, should remain entirely destitute
of any adequate means for the study of Natural History, while all the
other principal branches of science and knowledge found within it their
professors and their colleges, which invited students from all parts of
the land, and furnished them with suitable facilities for acquiring the
special education which they sought. It was also considered that a
department of knowledge which has in recent years assumed so large
a share of attention and so marked a place in every scheme of Liberal
Education, should have in this city a grand collection of specimens,

frec to the inspection of its own citizens as a source of public amuse-
ment, and open to the use of the teachers and scholars of its public
and private schools as a means of general instruction.

It was for these purposes that the Legislature of the State of New
York, by an Act passed on the 6th of April, 1869, created the
Trustees and their successors a body corporate by the name of ““The
American Museum of Natural History,” to be located in the City of
New York, for the purpose of establishing and maintaining in said
city a Museum and Library of Natural History ; of encouraging and
developing the study of Natural Science; of advancing the general
knowledge of kindred subjects, and to that end of furnishing popular
instruction and recreation. Under this Charter the Trustees immedi-
ately organized, and have, during the five years which have since
elapsed, devoted no inconsiderable amount of time and thought, as
well as of money, to carrying into practical operation its useful pro-
visions. Having by their own contributions, and those of many
public-spirited citizens who evinced a substantial interest in the project,
obtained the necessary means, they purchased the extensive collection
of Mammals, Birds, Fishes, etc. belonging to the late Prince Maxi-
milian of Neuwied, the Elliott collection of Birds, besides a large part
of the celebrated Verreaux and other collections of specimens of
Natural History, and thus found themselves in possession of a suitable
nucleus for a complete collection, but without any proper building or
place of deposit, where the specimens might be at the same time safely
preserved and made available for the popular use and enjoyment. At
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this stage in their enterprise, the Trustees, being thus able to furnish
a substantial guarantee of their earnest determination to accomplish
what they had taken in hand, turned in their hour of need to the
Commissioners of the Central Park, who by their uniform devotion to
the trusts committed to their care had done so much to advance the
welfare and the pleasure of their fellow citizens, and proposed to deposit
their collections, for safe keeping and exhibition, within the limits of
the Park itself, and add the Museum to the already great attractions
of this favorite place of resort. The Trustees were met by the
Commissioners with the most enlightened and liberal sympathy, and
the proposition was accepted by them with the declaration on the part
of the Commissioners, which the event has justified, that the proposed
plan of co-eperation, which insured and combined in the enterprise the
interests and means of the private citizen with those of the public,
would probably be made an example and incentive for uniting the
energies of those interested in other branches of Science and Art in
similar undertakings.

Thus by the favor of the Park Commissioners, at the close of the
year in which the Charter of the Museum was granted, its valuable
treasures first acquired were deposited and arranged under the protec-
tion of the People, in the Arsenal building in the Park, according to
written articles of agreement, by which, although remaining the in- .
violable property of this private corporation, they were secured and
preserved for the free instruction and enjoyment of all who chose to
visit them.

From that time to the present the Trustees acknowledge with grat-
itude the untiring sympathy and co-operation of the Commissioners
and their successors in the Department of Public Parks, by means of
which the public has been enabled to enjoy the full benefit of all which
the Trustees have succeeded in acquiring. The fact that the rooms
which were allotted to the use of the Museum have been visited daily
by thousands of all ages and classes, and that the public interest in its
success has steadily and rapidly increased, is a satlsfactory proof of the
wisdom of that joint arrangement.

It very soon however became evident by the rapid growth of the
Museum, and the constant additions which accrued to its collections,
that the temporary accommodations which were the best that the Park
Commissioners have thus far been able to afford, were altogether
inadequate for the purpose to which they were devoted, and accordingly
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the Legislature, in response to the Petition of a large number of
influential Citizens interested in the cause, by an Act in 1871
relative to the Department of Public Parks, authorized the Com-
migsioners to erect upon Manhattan Square, a suitable fire-proof
building for the purpose of establishing and mainfaining the Museum
therein, under rules and regulations to be prescribed from time to time
by the Commissioners, and in the same connection and by the same act
the like provision was made for a similar building for the use of “ The
Metropolitan Museum of Art,” the foundations of which are already
being prepared by the Commissioners on the opposite side of the Park.

By this double act of munificence on the part of the people of the
State, the City of New York has been endowed with two institutions
of education and ornament which, though now in their infancy, will at
no distant day be recognized as of great and permanent public advan-
tage, and whatever jealousy may justly pertain to appropriations of
public money to private uses can in no way apply to this Museum of
Natural History. Its Trustees have no personal objects to serve—no
private ends to accomplish. They can gain nothing for themselves
from this or from any future endowments which the wise policy of the
Legislature may furnish to.carry out and perfect this undertaking.
Their aims will be all attained, if the people of the City shall justly
appreciate its value, and if its accumulating treasures shall be freely
‘and wisely used by all who seek them.

‘We should not do entire justice to this occasion if we failed to record
the gratitude of the Trustees and the community, to one eminent
citizen whose memory is still fresh with us, and will long be kept green
by the perennial ‘growth of the charities which he founded and sus-
tained. '

To JouN Davip WoLFE, the first President of this Museum, we are
much indebted for its successful establishment. He entered with zeal
into the project of its creation, believing that it would prove an honor
to his native City, and an important means of education to its citizens
and their children, and dying at a ripe old age, he commended its care
and support to those who have the means and the disposition to do
something for the public welfare.

In recalling, with pride, the progress that has already been made
towards the realization of their plans, the Trustees desire to place on
record their high appreciation of the services of Professor ALBERT S.
BickmorE, whose zealous devotion to the interests of the Institution,
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and untiring industry in carrying out the wishes of the Fxecutive
Committee, have done much to advance the prosperity of the Museum.

We lay here to-day the Corner Stone of an edifice which shall be
dedicated forever to the study and the culture of Natural History.
These massive foundations already securely laid give promise of the
most solid permanence in the superstructure. The wise forethought
of the Park Commission, in reserving for the future use of the Museum
the remainder of Manhattan Square, has provided amply for its con-
tinued growth.

The presence on this occasion of the President of the United States,
who has kindly consented to assist us in these ceremonies, assures us
of that public interest which is necessary to sustain the undertaking.

The cheering words of the Governor will- doubtless lend the coun-
tenance of the State to support this institution which has been founded
by its bounty, and finally, the Trustees, in pledging once more their
own efforts for its success, would bespeak for it that popnlar favor
without which it must surely languish and decay.

The Hon. H. G. Sreeins, President of the Depart-
ment of Parks, spoke as follows :

When the arrangements for the celebration of the ceremony which
has brought us here to-day were made, the duty was assigned to the
Hon. Sarem H. WaLES, then President of the Park Commission, to
represent the Depattmenb on this important occasion. He has since
then resigned his office as Commissioner and gone abroad. Itdevolves
upon me to perform the duty which he had expected to fulfill.

As he had prepared an Address for this occasion I shall take the,
liberty of reading it, and of expressing my sincere regret that he is not
here to carry out the programme we had agreed upon. Mr. WALEs,
in that case, would have said—

The Legislature of the State of New York, at its session of 1864,
placed Manhattan Square, a piece of property belonging to the City,
situate between 77th and 81st streets and 8th and 9th avenues, con-
sisting of about 19 acres, under the control and management of the
Commissioners of the Central Park; and it was made the duty of the
Board to enclose, lay out, grade, regulate, drain and improve the
same ; and by subsequent enactment in 1868 the Board was authorized
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to erect, establish, conduct and maintain on the Central Park, a Meteor-
ological and Astronomical Observatory, a Museum of Natural History
and a Gallery of Art, and the buildings therefor, and to accept gifts,
devises and bequests upon sitable conditions.

Although the Board of Commissioners was thus early clothed with
ample authority to establish within the Park a variety of museums
that would afford the means of popular cultivation and innocent recre-
ation, yet they have felt that, to insure the proper management of such
institutions, it would be better to leave them to the care of private
associationsvthan for the Board to expend public money in the purchase
of specimens of Natural History or works of Art; and in giving
encouragement to private organizations, the Board made known at its
outset that not only the object of the Association must be approved,
but its sound organization and undoubted ability to command the means
necessary to accomplish its purposes according to a high standard of
excellence, must be first demonstrated. It was, therefore, with feelings -
of great satisfaction, that the Commissioners, on the 30th of December,
"1868, received a letter from a number of well-known citizens, inquiring
if the Board was disposed to provide for the reception and development
of a Museum of Natural History.

In reply to this letter the Comptroller of the Park wrote, that “the
Commissioners will very gladly receive the Collection to which you
allude, and will use their best exertions toward the establishment of a
Museum of Natural History of an extent and excellence in all its
departments that will be creditable to the City; and in their efforts
toward the development of such an institution, the Commissioners of
the Park will highly esteem your valuable co-operation.”

In pursuance of the authority vested in the Commissioners of the
" Central Park, and in accordance with suitable rules and regulations,
the building known as the Arsenal, situate on the east side of the
_ Park, was carefully fitted up and arranged for the temporary reception
and proper exhibition of a rare and most valuable collection of objects
of Natural History, which had been gathered under the patronage of
the American Museum of Natural History—a society composed of
some of our most public-spirited citizens, and offering every guarantee
of the successful accomplishment of the object for which they were
incorporated.

Such has been the zeal and earnestness displayed by this Society in
the prosecution of its work, that the space already allotted in the
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Arsenal building is now wholly inadequate for the proper display of
their precious Collections, and the Department of Public Parks has
determined to construct a much more extensive edifice, which in its
general design and purpose should equal the largest museums of the
Old World. We are here to-day to lay the Corner Stone of such an
edifice, and as the representative on this occasion of the Department
of Public Parks, I take great pleasure in assuring the Trustees and the
friends of the Society of the great interest felt by the Commissioners
in the success of this worthy enterprise. To the stranger who comes
here to-day these rugged foundation walls and these rough surroundings
are not well calculated to make a pleasant impression ; but to us who
have watched the rapid growth northward of this city, and who were
familiar with the barren and rocky ground upon which the Central
Park has been created, it requires but little strain upon the imagina-
tion to conceive of the speedy occupation of all these vacant lots by
substantial dwellings, and to picture to ourselves the spot upon which
we now stand, known as Manhattan Square, as covered by the pro-
posed Maseum of Natural History, costing, ere its final completion,
not less than $6,000,000, and embracing a collection of objects of
scientific interest second to none other in the world. As a people we
are sometimes accused of excessive practical and money-making
characteristics; and it cannot be denied that in all the varied arts and
appliances which minister to the material progress of mankind we have
shown remarkable energy. The Patent Office at Washington is a
stately monument that bears witness to the patient genius which has
wrought out the wonderful inventions now so largely employed in all
the busy affairs of the country ; and while it is true that mechanical
and agricultural fairs and exhibitions have extended their good influ-
ences throughout every State and county in the land, it must be
acknowledged that the same attention has not been given to the
collection of objects of Natural History, of which our country has
almost an infinite variety.
‘With the acquisition of wealth and the introduction of ease and
luxury in the homes of the rich, there comes most naturally the
enlarged and more noble thought of doing something not only to amuse,
" but also to instruct the people.
The subject of museums is beginning to assume new importance in
the estimation of the people.
Hitherto, small and comparatively worthless collections have been
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gathered by private enterprise, and employed chiefly for purposes of
speculation. That which is temporary and speculative must now give
way to something more enduring and instructive, and it seems to me
that our thanks are especially due to the Society of Natural History
for acting the part of pioneers in this great field of scienee, and for
the zeal which they have shown in the prosecution of the work. So
far as the Départment which I now represent is concerned, I do not
hesitate to promise all the assistance it can lawfully render. We
encourage it as not only an object of public interest which shall serve
to attract hitherward strangers from all parts of the land, but also as
a means of intellectual pleasure, profit and relief to our over-burdened
people, and as affording a school where the children of the rich and
poor alike can come to study the wonders of nature which are here to
be gathered together, and freely exposed for the common benefit of all.
It is believed that the museums on the Park will become valuable
auxiliaries of that great free public educational system which is already
the pride of our city, as well as the source of useful practical informa-
tion to agriculturists, merchants and manufacturers throughout the
land. In this country we popularize knowledge, and give to science
a holiday air, and instead of putting our collections, as some have
proposed, “into cold catacombs of science, and long gloomy- galleries
in which nature is classified, ticketed, stuffed and covered with dust in
a manner well adapted lo create weariness rather than to attract people
to the study of natural objects,” it is our.purpose to provide such
structures -as shall furnish agreeable entertainment to the general
visitor, while at the same time offering valuable aid to common school
education. ’

With the hearty co-operation of the Natural History Society, sus-
tained by the genius of Olmsted and the architectural skill of Vaux,
and certain of the sympathy of an enlightened people, the Department
of Public Parks looks confidently forward to the successful completion
of the magnificent scheme, the commencement of which may now be
pronounced as fully inaugurated.

- What Mr. WALES has said, and I have just read, will convey a full
conception of the purposes of the structure which is formally begun
to-day. I feelit to be a great honor to assist in the commencement
of a work which will, I trust, be hastened to completion before the
Centennial of our Independence; here to stand as a magnificent
memorial of what our City has been able to accomplish under free
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institutions, and to become a part of the material resources that will
ultimately go to the creation, around this Park, of the home of a
National University. ‘

‘What nobler exhibitions could be given of the crowning achieve-
ments of this municipality than those which this Museum and its sister
institution, the Art Gallery, will afford ? This peerless pleasure ground
for the people, which will proudly boast of these twin jewels as its
legitimate offspring, will contain within itself in miniature the records
of the progress of the country. Its wilderness spots remain as sou-
venirs of what the whole tract was a few short years ago—when a
prophetic SaMuEL B. RueGLES saw the possibilities that are now
accomplished facts. Its artistic decorations and its Museums of Art
and Natural History will show the best results of a high civilization,
and of a liberality directed by the wisest forethought and the most
cultured taste.

ADDRESS OF GOVERNOR DIX.

LapiEs AND GENTLEMEN :

I did not come here with the expectation of addressing you. .
You may find it difficult to believe what I say when you see me pres-
ent, and my name in the published order of exercises as a speaker.
But, I can assure you, that I had no intimation from any quarter
that such a service was expected of me, and no knowledge that such
a notice had been given to the public until I saw the programme a
day or two ago, by pure accident. I only say this to exonerate my-
self from the possible imputation of having made an-engagement and
failed to perform it; and to tender to you an apology which I am
sure you will, under the circumstances, deem a valid one, for respond-
ing in the most summary manner to your kindness and courtesy.

I am very much gratified to be with you on an occasion of so much
interest. It is pleasant to stand amid this brilliant assemblage of
beauty and fashion, and of those solid qualities, by which the welfare
and prosperity of cities and communities are wrought out. It is pleas-
ant to see a great metropolitan eity like this, casting aside for the
moment the habiliments of its industry, to lay the foundation of a V
Museum in which the dead past is to- be linked to the living present ;
to be followed as we trust, at no distant day, by a repository of art,
where the ages that have gone by may be kept in our remembrance,
by gathering together the memorials of their achievements; where
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the stately march of Bmpires may be chronicled to some extent, by
the exhibition of what they have done for social embellishment, and
where the gorgeousness and profusion of Nature may be emulated by
the creative genius of Art.

I know no locality so suitable as this, for such a Museum of artistic
treasure ; no locality in which Art has already done so much for Na-
ture. Most of us remember when, but a few years ago, this whole
district, which now forms the Central Park, was an unsightly and
shapely mass—* rudis indigestaque moles.” Now it is a very miracle
of rural beauty, where the most unpromising and stubborn natural
feature has been made to blend and harmonize with the general aspect
of order and grace.

But, ladies and gentlemen, I am forgetting that I only arose to
apologise to you for sitting down again ; and if I go on, you may im-
pute to me the common frailty which Horace ascribes to singers—
that they can never be induced to sing when they are asked, and
never stop when nobody wants to hear them. But I cannot sit down
without saying, it is appropriate that the foundation of this Cosmopol-
itan Museum should be laid by the foremost man of our time, who in
the field did so much by his calm, unconquerable and unconscious
valor, to save the life of the nation, and who in the Cabinet stands
forth as its fearless champion, to maintain its honor and its plighted
faith.

ADDRESS OF PROF. JOSEPH HENRY.

Mg. PreEsIDENT, LiADIES AND GENTLEMAN :

My address will have one element which I doubt not will elicit
your approbation. I was requested to limit it to ten minutes, and
therefore it will of necessity have the merit especially appreciated on
a warm day, that of shortness. Being thus instructed as to time, I
trust I shall be excused if T do not as fully develop as could be wish-
ed the several propositions which I intend to present in connection
with the interesting occasion on which we are assembled. The first
of these propositions is that modern civilization tends to congregate
the population of countries into large cities, that cities tend to increase
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more rapidly than the general population. These effects may be
referred to two causes, first, the education of the working classes, and
secondly, to the introduction of labor-saving machines. These causes
are notably illustrated in New HEngland, where the masses are more
highly educated than in any other part of the world. No sooner does
the young New-Englander approach manhood, after having enjoyed
the benefits of a common school education, than he abandons the plow
and the spade and hurries to the city or the manufacturing village to
obtain more intellectual and less toilsome employment. The vacuum
which is thus produced is, however, more than filled by the invention,
it may be by the same individual, of patent machines actuated by
steam or horse-power, which will do, in many cases, a hundred fold
more work in a given time than the man himself could accomplish.
Another proposition to which I would call your attention is that cities
in proportion to their extent and rapidity of growth engender habits
of thought and eof action of a character the reverse of progress, and
which, if unrestrained, would tend to disintegrate society and resolve
it into its primitive barbarous elements; that these principles are
eminently applicable in New York, which, including the whole popu-
lation at the mouth of the Hudson, is now a vast city, and is destined
to become, I say it without hesitation, the largest city in the world;
no other city having so large a country tributary to it in the richest
productions of the soil and mine, and no other city so favorably situ-
ated in regard to geography and topography to secure these tributaries
perpetually to itself. There are in fact but two outlets for water
communication from the immense region of the basin of the Mississippi,
namely, that along the river itself into the Gulf of Mexico near New-
Orleans and that along the great lakes and the Hudson, terminating
at New-York in the Atlantic Ocean.

It is therefore of the first importance that those who possess the
intelligence, the influence, and the power, who from the experience of
the past are impressed with the tendencies as to the future, should
endeavor to provide all the means possible to avert evils similar to
those with which this city has been afflicted, and which tend to afflict
it in' a still greater degree in the future.

Among these means I would of course place in the first rank a
liberal support of the Christian minister and the Christian missionary,
but the labors of these may be greatly aided by whatever tends to
neutralize the intensified selfishness engendered by the struggle in a
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large city for supremacy, and the unfavorable effort of extreme exclu-
sion from intercourse with nature, and above all, the ready indulgence
of degrading passions. This is especially the province of museums of
art and nature. They not only offer a substitute for immoral gratifi-
cations by supplying intellectual pleasures, but may also be rendered
sources of moral and even religious instruction. The establishment,
the beginning of which we are about to inaugurate is, in accordance
© with the views we have presented, worthy of the enterprise and intel-
- ligence of those who conceived and who have thus far developed it.
1t is to be a temple of nature in which the productions of the inorganic
and organic world, together with the remnants of the past ages of the
human family are to be collected, classified, and properly exhibited.
It is to be rendered an attractive exhibition which shall arrest the
attention of the most unobserving of those who, having been confined
all their lives to the city, have come to consider edifices of brick and
of stone as the most prominent objects of the physical world.

We have learned from the interesting address of the President of
the Museum, that already large collections of specimens in natural his-
tory and ethnology have been secured. But such a collection, however
well arranged and interestingly displayed, is still wanting in an essen-
tial element of higher usefulness. I allude to the spiritual part of its
constitution, to the controlling, intellectual, and moral soul which shall
~ direct its operations and instruct the multitudes who may flock to the
exhibition for amusement or the gratification of mere curiosity, in a
craving for novelties. How incomparably greater would the import-
ance of this museura be were there connected with it a professor, who
- at stated periods of the year would give courses of free lectures on the
objects which it contains, who would expound the laws of the
phenomena of nature, who would point out the operations of that
" mysterious principle called life, who would discourse upon the changes
the world has undergone during geological periods, and who would
reconstruct the history of man in primitive times from the remnants
of his previous existence which have been gathered in this institution.

For example, what an effect would be produced on thousands of
the inhabitants of this vast city if it were announced that an A gassiz,
filled with enthusiastic sympathy with his subject and his audience,
and capable of mingling moral considerations with scientific principles,
of directing attention from nature to nature’s God, of not only en-
- lightening the heads, but of warming the hearts of his audience, awere
to give free courses of instruction.
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Such an announcement would be hailed with intense interest by
thousands, and the amphitheater of the museum would be crowded to
overflowing with receptive and admiring auditors. T need only sug-
gest such an arrangement to find, T doubt not, an appreciation of its
importance in every one of my hearers, and the hope felt or expressed

- that the directors of this establishment will endeavor to provide an
endowment for the support of such a feature of the museum. But I
have not yet done. The development of the institution would not yet
‘be complete were it even furnished with all the appliances I have
mentioned. There is still another duty which this city owes to itself
and to the civilized world; T allude to an endowment for the support
of a college of discoverers, of a series of men capable not only of ex-
pounding established truths but of interrogating nature and of discov-
ering new facts, new phenomena, and new prineiples. The blindness
of the public to the value of abstract science and to the importance of
endowments for its advancement 1s truly remarkable. No country in
the world is so much indebted for its progress in power and intelligence
to science than ours, and yet no country does so little to encourage or
advance it. Nearly all that is done in this line, is by professors in col-
leges, badly paid, and generally overworked. It is not every one,
however well educated, that is capable of becoming a first-class scien-
tist; like the poet, the discoverer is born, not made, and when one of
this class has been found he should be cherished, liberally provided
with the means of subsistence, fully supplied with all the implements
of investigation, and his life consecrated to the high and holy office of
penetrating the mysteries of nature. "What has been achieved in the
knowledge of the forces and operations of nature and the use to which
this knowledge has been applied in controlling and directing these
forces to useful purposes, constitutes the highest claim to glory of our
race. Yet it is a melancholy fact that, notwithstanding the reputation
for wealth and intelligence possessed by our people, for the only

" institution intended especially for the advancement of science in this

country we are indebted to a foreigner, James Smithson, and that a

very large portion of the income of this has wrongfully been devoted
to the erection of a costly edifice and the embellishment of grounds,
and expenditures on other local objects unnecessary for the realization
of the intentions of the founder. I am happy, however, to say that
after 25 years of incessant efforts in one line by the directors, Con-
gress has at length been induced to indicate an intention of redressing
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the evil, and enabling the establishment to devote its whole energies
to the advance of science, the evident design of the testator. New
York at present is the wealthiest, most powerful, and influential city
of the Union, and is destined in the future to be more so. But do
not be offended with me if I say in perfect candor and with the desire
of doing good, that it has done less than any other city, in proportion
to its means, to advance science. More than 75 years ago, Boston
established the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, which, an-
nually ever since, has given to the world the result of original labors
in the way of new discoveries.

Philadelphia before the revolution, under the auspices of Franklin,
established the American Philosophical Society, which has still a vig-
orous existence, and continues to annually send its transactions to
foreign societies in exchange for theirs. New-York, also, more than
50 years ago, commenced to establish a Philosophical Society, which
-expired, however, in giving birth to a single memoir by De Witt
Clinton on the importance and value of such an establishment. It is
also true that among so many people there have been some who haye
been zealously devoted to science, and have done honor to it and the
world, such as a Redfield (I speak only of the dead), who established
the laws of storms, and a Torrey, who devoted an unobtrusive, indus-
trious and productive life, to the advance of chemistry, mineralogy,
and botany. Boast not of wealth, nor of refinement, while original
powers of intellect, the choicest gift of heaven to man, is at a discount
among you. I appeal to the millionaires of this city, if any one of
them is desirous of perpetuating his name and of living in the memory
of mankind long after he has departed this life, to endow, connected
- with the Park Museum, a College of Discoveries, with the additional
means of printing and disseminating over the world the results of its
labors. I refer him to the effects which are being produced in regard
to the name of James Smithson, a scion of one of the noble houses of
England, who rightfully anticipated that through the endowment of
his institution his name would live in the history of mankind when the
titles of his proud ancestors were extinct or forgotten. Every year a
publication is issued from this institution, filled with an account of new
discoveries made under its auspices, which is distributed to more than
2,000 foreign institutions. This publication, bearing the .name ‘of
Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, thus renders the name of the
founder ubiquitous with continual repetitions, until now, it has become
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as familiar as a household word in every part of the civilized world.
‘What, in comparison to this, are local monuments, pyramids of flint,
statues of brass, or obelisks of marble? These are seen but by the
few and are constantly subjected to the slow but sure destroyer, time ;
while the other is everywhere present, and is as enduring as civiliza-
tion itself. The operations of the universe are unlimited, and in the
great book of nature, man has scarcely read more than the title-page
or the preface. It was the saying of La Place, “ What we know is
nothing; what we do not know is immense; indeed every advance of
knowledge but enlarges the sphere of our ignorance.” How many
problems of the highest interest are pressing upon us even in the line
of biology. What is vitality ? TIs it an unintelligent force of nature,
like that of attraction, producing crystallization, or an intelligent prin-
ciple operating by the ordinary forces of nature, producing results
indicating design and consequent intention? Can dead watter be
made alive under the influence of certain conditions without propaga-
tion from parents—this is a question which cannot be solved a priori,
and must wait the decision of refined experiments. It has'been
reduced to a fact that either every breath of air we inhale, that
every portion of the earth’s atmosphere, is teeming with the germs
of living organisms, or that dead matter may spring into life in accord-
ance with the process of what is called spontaneous generation. In
science every advance in the way of discovery gives us a higher point
of view for making excursions into the regions of the unknown, and
the man of science, however extended his vision, however multiplied
his resources, can never want for worlds. to conquer.

God has created man in his own intellectual image, and graciously
permitted him to study His modes of operation, and rewards his
industry in this line by giving him powers and instruments which affect
in the highest degree his material welfare. It was the recognition of
the importance of original science that rendered France a few years
ago the center of civilization of the world. The celebrated Museum,
called the Garden of Plants, was not a museum, as it were, of dead
specimens for the gratification of ordinary curiosity, but the theatre of
the labors of a Cuvier, a ‘St. Hilaire, and of the many distinguished
men which have rendered the scientific annals of that country
immortal. i

Germany owes her ascendency at the present day not only to the
general education of her people, but to the means which she has provi-
ded for the discovery of new truths.
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England is becoming awakened to the importance of the same
object, and a portion of the immense income of her universities ls
now devoted to the support of original investigators.

‘With the hope that you will excuse the plainness of some of my
remarks, and attribute them to my ardor for the advancement of
knowledge, and a desire to stimulate the inhabitants of this city to
efforts in the line in which I am most interested, rather than to a ten-
dency to indulge in depreciation or cynical criticism, I must close my
address and throw myself upou your indulgence for having involunta- -
rily, as it were, exceeded the limit of my time.

At the conclusion of Professor HENRY’s address, the Superintend-
ent of the Museum read the following list of articles in the box to be
placed in the corner stone :

1. Reports and Circulars of the Museum.

2. *Reports of the Department of Public Parks for 1870, 1871 and
1872.

3. Manual of the State Legislature.

4. Congressional Directory.

5. Daily Papers—the “ New York Tribune,” * Times,” * World,”
“Herald,” “Sun,” ¢ Evening Post,” “ Mail,” “Express,”
‘ Commercial Advertiser,” * Journal of Commerce,” “ Staats-
Zeitung,” and the * Courier de Etats-Unis,” “ Appleton’s
Journal,” “ Harper's Weekly Illustrated Paper,” and “ Frank
Leslie’s Weekly Illustrated Paper.”

6. One Dollar and fractional parts in currency.

One Dollar and fractional parts in coin.

The Treasurer deposited the Box in the CorNER STONE, which
was then laid by
His EXcELLENCY
GEN'L: U. S. GRANT,
PRESIDENT OF THE “UxirED StaTES.

. The exercises closed with a Benediction pronounced by the Rev.
Henry C. Porter, D. D.



APP’ENDIX.

FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT, 1878,

TaE increase of our collections for public exhibition has requir-
ed seven new upright cases, which have been promptly built by
the Department of Public Parks in the lower hall. Two new ones
have also been placed in the upper hall, and the remaining space
available for exhibition on that floor will soon be occupied.

Contracts have been made by the Department for the granite,
mason and iron-work of the new fire-proof edifice on Manhattan
Square, between 8th and 9th Avenues, and 77th and 81st Streets,
and the walls, floors and roof are to be completed by next Nov-
ember. The foundations and basement story are already finished,
and the extraordinary thickness and careful construction of their
walls give an assurance that the structure, when completed, will
be of the most enduring character. -

The birds have been re-arranged by Professor Bickmore and
Dr. HoLpER; the South American collection having been transfer.
red from the second floor to the new cases in the lower hall,
and the fine series of skeletons purchased of Verreaux substi-
tuted in their place. The birds of Australia and the Pacific Is-
lands have been separated from those of Europe and Asia, and
placed in a faunal collection by themselves, thus completing the
geographical arrangement commenced when the Museum was
first opened to the public. Manuscript has also been prepared for
a popular guide-book for visitors.

A Department of Anthropology has been formed, and a collec-
~ tion of rare implements made by the aborigines of Porto Rico
has been presented by the Trustees. A number of valuable con-
tributions of such specimens have been received, and this new
department promises to be one of the largest and most interesting
features of the Museum.
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An important collection of fossils has been purchased of Prof.
Francis S. Holmes, of .Charleston, S. C., containing the types of
the species figured in the. ¢ Pliocene Fossils of South Carolina,”
by Tuomey #nd Holmes, and Holmes' ¢ Fossils of the Post-
pliocene ;” also a very choice and full collection of sharks’ teeth,
from the Eocene beds of the same region.

Many valuable donations have been received. Among the most
important are the gifts of Mr. D. G. Elliot and Wm. B. DeGarmo.



