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PERUVIAN MUMMIES AND WHAT THEY TEACH. 

BY CHARLE ,v. l\lEAD' 

D partment of Ethnology. 

XCIE~'"I Peru, the land of the Inca , compri ed not 
only the region included within the pre ent Republic 
of Peru, but al o the o-reater part of Ecuador, BoliYia 
and Chile and ·wa about equal to that portion of the 
Un ited States lying east of the Rocky 1£ountains. The 
Inoas proper were a powerful tribe of warlike people 

inhabiting the great central pl ateau, from ,vhich dominatino· position 
they extended their conque t in all direction . They deYeloped a 
much higher order of civilization than was found in other parts of the 
continent by the early European explorers, and the empire under their 
sway included many tribe speaking different dialects. . 

The history of the Ancient Peruvian mu t to a large degree be read 
_in their grave , ince they left no written records and the Spani h con­
queror destro eel many of their cities and suppressed their cu tom . 
Like many other people the P eruvians bestowed much tender care on 
their dead, carefully preparing them for burial and placing with them 
in the ground many objects which were dear to them in life. I ethods 
of burial are so intimately connected with the religiou and 
other cu tom of a people that in the absence of other Importance 

of the 
source of information a tudy of grave or tomb may be Burials 

expected to lead to important result . Fortunately for the 
archreologi t, climatic conditions in ome part of Peru are uch that 
" burials" have been well pre erved. The region " ·e t of the Peru­
vian Cordillera, a narrow trip along the coa t, i in the main a desert, 
the only fertile pots being the narrow valley of the small riYer flo,Y­
ing down to the Pacific.1 The tomb and grave are u ually found 
on elevated place outside of the valleys where the extreme dryne s of 
the air combine with the nitrou character of the and, into which 
moi ture has seldom found its way, to desiccate and pre erYe the bodies 
of the dead thus mummifying them naturally. The ame factors haYe 

1 The vi itor i referred to t he relief map of out h America on the left a he 
enters the ball for a clear expo it ion of the topographic feature of the region. 
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cau· ed the clothino- and object: plac d with the d ad t be pre: n·e<l for 
many centmie . 

. -\ a rule the boclie , were pr pared for burial by placino- them in a 
ittino- po ition with th knee clra"·n up and the bead and hand. r ting 

upon them, a i hown in the right-hand fio-ure on pao-e 6. 'ometimes, 
howeY r, a · appear from burial.- in th hira Yall y, in 

Preparation 
for Burial the extr me north wet of Peru, the body wa extend d at 

full len h. A few f the extended bodi have been found 
in other part of the ountry, and two example of thi f rm from ur o, 
Peru, are in the coll ti n. .Jt r the body wa: pla cl in po ition, it 
wa · enYeloped in wrapping · of rnriou kind . . • ometime · th bo ly wa· 
coYered with fine cotton cl th, OYer which were placed finek WOY n 
blanket or poncho of the wool of the ,·icufia r th alpaca with 
de · io-n in Yariou color . 

The body and it \\Tapping.· w re bound together by a n t-work f 
tout cord of Yegetable fibre; by a piece of trong cloth · w l t o- th 

in the form of a clo eel :ack, or in :;orne localitie by a a. ing 
ru he . The 'mummy bundle" wa. .-urmounted by th o-call d 
"fal e head " ,Yhich ,Ya ewed to it. upper urface. Th an 
of thi practice i · unkn \Yn. rl he fal ' e head .· many ar 
pre·ent in the colle ·tion, were made of cloth and fill d with different 
veo-etable · ub tan e . rl h fa ·e wa: repre ent cl in Yariou · wa: .. : 

ometime by a ma ·k of wood or clay, but oft n th 
Mummy 
Bundles and mouth " ·ere made of wood, ·hell, o-old or ih- rand fa t-

ened directly to the cloth by mean of thread. To th ut-
ide of the mummy bundle w r often attached everal f th pray r 
tick or ·epulchral tablet whi ·h ar frequently found in · n id rable 

numb r.~ in the and about th o-rav . The e are ith r in th f rm 
f a ro wound with rnri 1. ly ·olored yarn. , or a fram work of :plit 

r cl , coYered ,Yith cloth up n wbi ·h rude de i n. are paint d. Fa,· r-
ite animal were om tim buri d with the dead a i: . hown by th 
mummified bodi of a dog and a parrot in the colle ti n. 

The manner of int rm nt of th mummy bundle and it a mpam-
ment differed in variou lo aliti ·. In the coa t reo-i n many f the 

mummie ar found in littl Yault:, or 'huaca. , ' of adob · r 
Huacas 

flat tone ro fed with . tick. or ane. , o,· rlaid with mat r a 
layer of ru ·he "·hi ·h pre,·ented th arth co,· rina from fillino- th 
o-ra,· . Tb e Yault u. ually c ntain from one t four bodi . 
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Copper Mine at Chu9uicamata, Chiic 
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Burial in tone tower or "chulpas" eem to have been confined 
chiefly to the Aymara Indian of the Callao, the oTeat plateau of the 
Andes which include the ba in of Lake Titicaca and lie between the two 
maritime cordilleras and the ea tern range, out of which rise the lofty 
volcanic peak of Illimani and Sorata. In plan the e chulpas are either 
circular or rectangular and are spoken of as round or quare tower . 
A round burial tower is shown on page 2. Dr. von Tschudi found 
chulpa in the Department of Junin, which may have been built by 
Aymara mitimaes, or translated colonie . Describing the burial towers 
near Palca, E. G. Squier ays : 1 "Primarily these chulpas 
con i ted of a ci t, or excavation, in the ground about four 

Chulpas 

feet deep and three feet in diameter, walled up with rough tones. A 
rude arch of converging and overlapping stone , fille l in or cemented 
together with clay, was raised over this cist, with an opening barely 
large enough to admit the body of a man, on a level with the urface 
of the ground, towards the ea t. Over thi hollow cone wa rai ed a 
solid ma s of clay and tones, which, in the particular chulpa I am now 
de cribing a a type of the whole, wa 16 feet hio·h, rectangular in 
plan, 7½ feet face by 6 feet on the side . The surface had been rouo·h­
ca t with clay, and over thi wa a layer of finer and more tenaciou 
clay or stucco, presenting a smooth and even urface." 

One of the most remarkable specimen that the Department of 
Ethnology has acquired is a naturally mummified body which was 
found in an old copper mine at Chuquicamata, Province of Antofaga ta, 
Chile, and which i illustrated on page 10. The condition of the body 
how that the unfortunate miner wa caught l y a cave-in of the roof 

and partly crushed. The mummification seems to have been produced 
in part by the action of copper alts and not to have been altogether a 
desiccation due to the dryness of the region. The skin ha 

Natural 
not collap ed on the bone , as in the mummie found u ually Mummy 

in the region, but the body and limb pre erve nearly their 
natural form and proportions, except for the crushing already men­
tioned. No analy is has yet been made of the tissues, so that it i too 
early to hazard any uppo ition a to the chemical changes which they 
have undergone. 1\Iine in this neighborhood have been worked for 
an unknown leno-th of time upon a peculiar depo it of atacamite, a 

1 quier' Peru, p. 243. 
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hy lrou chloride of copp r, which i much prized on account of its 
ea y reduction. Th age of the mummy i unknown, but it ,s up­
po ed to be pre- olumbian. 

The tory told by the object found with the Peruvian dead i in part 

Weapons and 
Implements 

the tory of ancient P ru,·ian life. The object in th 
Perm·ian collection in th hall, mo t of which has 

come from graYe and mummy bun­
dle , haY been arranged o a. to t II 
part f thi tory. For example w 

find with the boclie of men -Jin~ for 
throwi n tone , tone-headed club ­
and bola (rounded . tone joined h_v 
cord ) bowing the weapon. and im­
plement of war and the cha:e. ,Yith 
the mummy bundle of the woman h,w 
been foun l work-ba ket , filled with 
threads and yarn of Yariou color~, 
needle. of thorn and copper, the im­
plements u eel in weaving, .-uch as 
pindl ,' and huttle. , or th tone ' 

u el in , moothing and poli hino- th 

out ·ide of pottery Ye el . \\"oman s 
work in an i nt Peru i indicated by 
the pr . en or ab ence of objects 
familiar to u of the pre ent <lay. 
Corn b an. and other food \\. re 

u uall,r placeJ be ide the body in th 
gr< v , too-ether with Ye el · u cl in 
eating an l drinking. The.- obj ·ts 

indi ·ate not a lon e the beli f of th 
E AR o F coRN. FOUND w1 TH A MU MM Y p ople in a future world and the ne-

ce ity of u tainino· the pmt 111 it 

journey thereto, but they also . how that th p opl were well advanced 
in ac;riculture, and ,,. are enabled to d termin the kind , of plant 

cultin1ted and in many ·a.-e. even them thod ' Ly which they wer pr -

pared for u. e. 
Furth rmore th object f un<l in th grave prove that in th working 

of copper, ih-er and gold the an ient Peru,·ian. tak high rank, and 



CUP OF BEAT EN GOLD AND STRING OF GOLD BEADS 
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how that the people knew how to exploit and treat the ore occurring 
in their land. Among copper implement there may be een 

Use of 
in the collection a great variety of pear point , club-head , Copper 

diggincr and planting implements, knive and axes. 'I w ez-
er are among the most familiar objects from the oTaves, and are often 
found u pended from the neck of a mummy by means of a cord. 

ome of the mo t notable of the gold objects are a cup beaten from 
a ingle piece, and ornamented in repousse-work; human and animal 
figures, both solid and hollow, and beads and pins. The illustration 
on page 13 hows the gold cup and a tring of large gold beads. In 
ilver there are cup and ve el which, like the gold cup, are beaten 

from ingle piece and are often ornamented with human 
Gold and. 

or animal figure and other designs. ilver tweezers in Silver 

many fanciful form , pin and a variety of ornament have 
been found in and with the mummy bundle . The e object prove­
that the maker were familiar ,vith the proce e of ca ting in moulds, 
beating and oldering. :l\lany of the hollow figurine were made in three­
or more piece and the part oldered together. 

Another remarkable cla s of object i to be found on the right a 
one enter the hall. Here are many garment and pieces of cloth which 
were found wrapped around the dead or deposited in the grave . A 
glance at thi part of the collection will show the ancient Peruvian 
had great kill in the art of weaving. Upon closer examination it will 
appear that they were familiar with mo t of the weaves known to modern 
people, from the fine t gobelins to the coar est cotton cloth. Many of 
the pecimen cannot be excelled at the present time. The looms use I 
were of the simple t de cription, con isting of two cro -
ticks, one at the top, and the other at the bottom. The 0

W
10th 

~
nd. 

warp threads were stretched from one to the other, while 
eavmg 

the woof or filling wa pa sed over and under the e by a shuttle. So 
the weaving of these mo t perfect fabrics may be said to have been by 
hand. In this re pect they may stand in contra t to the modern 
machine method . In addition to the excellence of weaYe Peruvian 
cloth i unique in decoration. The de ign are woven in and con-
i t of geometric figures and conventionalized repre entation of men, 

puma , jaguar and variou kind of bird and fi h. ome.of the form 
are illu tratecl on page 16. A part of the decorative effect is due to• 
the regular repetition of the ame de ign in different colors. 
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T'hat the PeruYian ho11ld al ' O take hio-h rank a, a pott r will b 

o-athered from eYen a uperficial tudy of th collection of all form of 
pottery at the " ·e t end of the hall ince many of the w el - how real 
beauty of outlin and form and exc Hence in their paint d de orati n. 
The e qualitie eem the mor remarkable wh n " . con:id r that th 

PI ECES O F CLOT H FOUND WIT H MU MM I ES 

maker · had no kno,dedo- of th potter' ' wheel and " . re unacquaint d 
with the art of o-lazino-. , orne of th '" ss l were hape l by 

P ottery 
hand, but oth r how that they wer form cl by mean of 

m ulcls. The body wa moulded in t\Yo part which w r join cl by 
b ing pre,·,ed tog th r. p ut or hand! , if de ired, wa th n atta heel 
antl all irreo-ulariti , in th juncture r m die l by raping and rub-



POTTERY WATER -JA R WI T H COR N DECORATION 
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bing. Iould "·ere often u ed in making many of the animal head 
.and human figure that adorn the e ves el . The decoration was put 
on with paint, and, after firing, the ve els were poli hed by rubbing 
with a mooth pebble. 

In the ab ence of an aboriginal written language in Peru and on 
account of the meagrene s of the description · left by the first Europeans 
who vi ited the country, it i fortunate for the tudent of Peruvian archre­
ology that the potter often repre ented by the hape of his Ye el or in it 

POTTERY VESSEL WITH PAINTED DECORATION 

decoration forms and cu tom which were familiar to him in hi eYery­
·dav life . . , 

Repre entation of the human figure are common. Some of the e 
show the manner of wearing the poncho and other article of clothing. 

ome have in the lobe of the ear the large cylindrical ear:ornaments 
which led the paniards to nickname the e people "Ore­
jone " - big ear . It would be impracticable, howeYer, to 
mention here more than a fe,v of the ubject depicted. On 

Human 
figures 

one Ye el a n1an pur ue and kill a deer with a pear; on another a 
lrnnter is returning with the body of a deer thrown aero hi shoul-
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de1". Some ja r . how th ma nner of catching fi -s h by mean of h ok 

and line, while oth rs portray men a nd women carrying wat r ja r a nd 

other burden · by mean of a trap pa ing around th for head. Here 
·we ee a m an with hi farnrit e l ird , e,·iclently of the parrot family, 

perched upon hi shoulder ; th r a cl an e in proo-r ' , with e\'eral of 

the fio-ure playing upon musical instrument . 

The e potter were Yery fond of moulding their clay into animal 

form , a nd the:· haYe left u · n ore or le . truthful r pre entation of 
many of th pecie famili a r to them. Th ir fa ,·o rite model - a ppear to 

Animal 
figures 

haYe been the puma, jagua r, monk y, llama, G uin a-pi o-, 

li zard , bird of the pa rrot famil y, th e kin o- ntlture and a 

number of shell s and "eo-etnble forms. A ornpl t li t woul l 

incl ude mo t of th e animal a nd m any of th e Yegetable form of P ru . 

E Yerywhere, exc pi in th mo t elern ted part of th country , maiz 

wa n t only the tapl food of the people, but al o wa the our of 
their favorite intoxicating beverao-e,-- ch icha ; hence it wa but na tural 

tha"t they hould o oft n repre ent the grain on th eir Yes eL . Thi 

Chicha 
" 'a Yery imply and perfectly accompli h d . . mould wa 
made from an ear of corn and dri ed in th e . un or fir cl . Into 

thi clay wa, pre eel ; which on b in o· remoYed would be a fa c imile of 

the ear. Thi wa join cl to th jar whil both were ·till 111 a pla ti 

condition, after whi h th whol wa fired a nd poli heel . A orn ja r 

i r pr ent cl in the illu tra tion on page 17. 

Although thi guid relate. chi efly to buriaL , it may not b out of 

place to a ll a ttention to om peculi a riti e. of P eruYi a n . kull . Th 

kull of all ra ·es a re of o-r at scientifi c Yalu but those of P eru ar of 

particul ar interest , b cau ·e ma ny of th em bear th marks of . urgical 0 1· 

acrificia l op ra ti ons. The :\lu -eum coll e tion of P enn·ian 

Tr:t~~sed skull i. o xten. i\'e th a t only a repr s nta ti,·e -eri e i on 
exhibiti n. Thi . ontain many example.' sho\Yin o- tre-

phini1w, artificial <l efonnation a nd pathologi al condition , top- th r 

,vith \' ral normal P ruvian skull. for purp s . of 0 1111 a ri son. 
In P rt't , wh re . ton s from sling - and wood n club. with h ad ' of 

tone an l copp r w r th ommon off nsi\' weapons, ompl x fra ctur 
of th . kull with d pr , ion of it bony pla te. mu t hav be n mmon. 

T h r eem no r a ·on to d ubt that tr phinin o- wa r ort cl to a a 

mean of reli ef in -uch fractures, and tha t ometim w r ff t cl 
by thi treatm nt. It i al o pr babl that th ~op ration in many 
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ca e wa a part of some religious ceremoni al, ince ome of the tre­
phined kull · in the collection how di tinct orienta tion of the wound 
and pre ent no indication of lesion. ImplPments of copper and bronze 
and kniYe of tone and ob iclian mu t have been employed in the opera­
tion , ·which wa perform ed with ·kill. 

Artificial deformation of the head wa extensively practised in ancient 
Peru and wa · accomplished by mean of ligature applied in infancy . 
The form taken by the head was determined by the manner in which 
the e bindi1w were appli ed. The pathological skulls show the ravage 
of di a e in the bones of the cranium. 

T H E Q IPU. 

The Quipu i · a frin ge con ·isting of a main cord with other cords 
of various color hanging from it. In the fringe knots of different kinds 
,Yere tied. The ancient Peruvians, having no written language, made 
u e of the q uipu to keep their account · and po· ibly to record hi tori c 
incident . By the color of the cord , the kind of knot, the di tance of 
the knots froni the main cord and from each other, many fact could 
be re ·ordecl and pre.·erved . The maker of a quipu had a , y ·tern which 
wa to a areat extent arbitrary, and which had to be explained when the 
quipu wa pl aced in the keepin o· of another. 

COCA CHE" I NG. 

The coca plant (Erythroxylon coca, Lam. ) grows wild in the moun­
tainous region of P eru and Bolivia and wa cultivated before the Con­
quest, as it is to-day, in di tricts from 2,000 to 5,000 feet above the sea. 
It i valued for it timul ating narcotic propertie , and the pre ent 
Indians will often carry heavy burdens for everal days without food, 
if furni shed with a plentiful upply of coca. The leave are gathered 
and dried in the un and then chewed mixed with unslacked lime in 
the same way the betel i u eel by the E a t Indians. A bag of coca 
teave i almost always found with a mummy. The leave of thi plant, 
toD'ether with the cloth bags in which they were carried and the gourd 
flasks containing lime may be seen in the collection. 
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1II CELL NEO EXHIBIT . 

Thi gallery contain many exhibit , ome of them Yer · imp rtant, 

of which no special mention ha been made, ince it i belieYecl that th 

ca e label and the guide leaflet attached to the a e will fumi h 

the de ired information to the tudent and vi itor. mong thes ma,v 

be m entioned the collecti n from the \"\ e t Indie , the mu ical in tru­

ment of the Inca , the ca e ontaining a great variety of animal form 

in pottery ; collection. of feath r-work from P eru, Bolivia, Paraguay 

and Brazil, and the collection from olumbia con i tin o- of many obj ct 

in pottery, stone and shell. 
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