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supernatural influences over the elements of the 
universe, according to Bradford (1895), who 
reports that "the Indians think they [Gila mon- 
sters] produce good or bad weather; they talk 
to the storm spirit and send wind, water or fire 
upon us." As recounted by Woodson (1943b), 
"Certain Indians of Utah avowed that this rep- 
tile at will produces good or bad weather ; there- 
fore it should not be molested." If accurately 
reported, the belief represents a practical p r e  
scription for the avoidance of a potentially 
dangerous animal. 

Mkican natives attributed remarkable 
powers of prophyl~xis to the escorpidn. In the 
Xim6nez translation of extracts from Hern5n- 
dez' (1615) work, reprinted in 1888, it is re- 
ported that 'r. . . no faltan algunar gentes que se 
arman, y cubren, con 10s cueros, deste animal 
[the escorpidn] creyendo que con esto se mi- 
guran, de 10s anivnales pongoiiossos, cuya venen- 
ossa naturaleza, se embota y reprime con esto." 
Omitting the superfluous commas of the Span- 
ish translation we interpret this: ". . . some 
people cover themselves with the skins of this 
aimal, believing that in this way they protect 
themselves from the bites of poisonous animals, 
for their venomous nature will thus be weak- 
ened and restricted." 

Phisalix (1922) prefaces her account of the 
venom of Heloderma with a brief summary of 
the native beliefs. Concerning Heloderma hor- 
ridum she reports: "Les Aztkques superstitieux 
attvibwaient d sa rnorsure la proprikti d'engen- 
drer la folie; aussi le trouve-t-on reprbsentk 
sur la nuque des statuettes d'idiots g6teux, qui 
constitzient qztelques-uns de leurs ex-voto. [The 
superstitious Aztecs attributed to its bite the 
property of engendering madness; also one 
finds it (the escorpidn) represented on the nape 
of statuettes of idiots unable to control their 
excretory organs, that constitute some of their 
votive offerings.] " 

The nature of this belief suggests that the 

VERNACUL 

Hernhdez (1615), describing the escorpidn 
as a "cierto genero espantosso de Lagarto," 
was the first author to apply the adjective 
"frightful" to a helodermatid. Presumably it 
was his use of the word that led Wiegmann 

Aztecs had some knowledge of the effects of 
the venom. In cases where severe bites are in- 
flicted, such as that reported by Anonymous 
(1893; quoted in detail in the chapter dealing 
with the effects of the venom on human be- 
ings), serious mental disturbances may accom- 
pany other effects produced by the venom. Ur- 
ination and defecation are also among the symp- 
toms resulting from injections of venom in 
experimental animals and have been reported 
for human beings suffering from the effects of 
Heloderma venom. This may explain the sym- 
bolism of the statuettes. 

Woodson (1943a) claims that "Geologists 
have discovered stones on which were drawings 
that depicted men running from angry Gila 
monsters." That any pictographs of the sort 
have been authoritatively interpreted we are in- 
clined to doubt. This probably belongs in the 
same category with the "mythsJ1 (Woodson, 
1943a) probably perpetrated by showmen that 
"every letter of the alphabet can be traced 011 

the markingsJJ or that the Navajo Indians have 
copied some of their designs for blankets from 
the patterns on Gila monsters. Concerning the 
latter notion the same author (Woodson, 1950) 
later says merely that the pattern of the lizard 
"reminds one of a Navajo blanket." Hylander 
(1954) makes the somewhat less cautious state- 
ment that "the pattern is striking and could be 
the inspiration for the familiar designs in Nav- 
ajo blankets." 

The Navajos did occasionally venture into 
the region inhabited by the Gila monster, but 
their activities were more generally restricted to 
the plateau north of the deserts. Several Indian 
tribes, including the Apaches, Pimas, Papagos, 
Yumas, and Mojaves, shared portions of their 
lands with the Gila monster, which may have 
figured in their art. Mr. George M. Bradt of 
Tucson has shown us a Papago basket evidently 
intended as a likeness of the Gila monster and 
readily recognized as such (pl. 20). 

,AR NAMES 

(1829) to name the Mkican  species horridurn. 
Since that time such terms as "repulsive," "re- 
volting," or "loathsome" have been applied to 
the escorpidn or to the Gila monster, although 
as Corle (1951) observes, this lizard "is beau- 
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