
Australian broadcasting Commission, Brisbane. 

Txl.K BY LEONARD J. (MMS REVIEW'J 

(Introducion by announcer, giving backgrouna of 1943 Archbolci Cape York 
Expedition, and mentioning previous work in New Guinea). 

The object of our expedition will be to collect and study mammals and plants, as 

well as reptiles, amphibians and insects. On various localities from the tip of 

Cape York Peninsula to the neighborhood of Cooktown. 

The expedition is part of a continuing plan for biological exploration in the 

Indo-Australian region. Work started with an expedition to Mount Albert Eaward, 

Papua, in 1935, and continued on the Fly River in 1956, and in the Snow Moiantains of 

dutch new Guinea in 1938. Tnese expeditions were leu by Mr. Richard Archbold, who 

is sponsoring, but not accompai^ying, the present expedition. 

The Cape York work is planned to tie in with these New Guinea explorations. There'll 

be nothing spectacular about it just an ordinary trip into the bush, using regu- 

lar boat trqnsport along the coast, with motor vehicles anu pack-horses available lo- 

cally. We contemplate six months of field work. 

The Cape York Peninsula is of special interest in the study of relationships between 

the fauna ano flora of New Guinea and Australia. There's geological evidence of a 

former direct connection between the two land masses. Over this land bridge tuere was 

a sort of two-way traffic of plants and animals. Most of New Guinea's mammals are of 

Australian origin, and many of the plants of the vine scrubs of Eastern Australia came 

down through "ew Guinea, There are big low rainfall areas in Southern New Guinea, 

which look just like the open forest country of parts of Northern Australia   opexa 

forests of gxim trees, and box, and bloodwood, tea tree and swamp mahogany, white there 

ere wallabies and bandicoots and birds that would be familiar to any Australian. 

The expedition will work in close co-operation with the queenslanu Museum and the 

{^ueensiana ^^erbarium. Mr. C.T, 'Ahite, Queensland Government Botanist, and Mr. George 
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Mc.ck, Director of the Queensland Museum, are assisting in preliminary arrangements 

and in planning the itinerary. I am glad to say that Mr. Mack has accepted our invi- 

tation for one of his staff to accompany us in the fiela. The Herbarium will share 

in the plant collections, ana Mr. ilhite and his assistants will unaertake the identi- 

fication of most of the plants collected. 

We are in touch with various residents of the Peninsula, and we hope our work will 

add considerably to the present knowledge of the animal and plant life of those parts, 

and at the same time give a clearer over-all picture of the biological relationships 

between New duinea and Aastralia. 

• • • 

Jan. 7, 1948 

Recorded brisbane, 5:15 pm 

Broadcast from Sydney over ABC network, 7:45 pm 



-Iviil 'tuQ ijojq-.,-, 

y'j.viq ij:i-. xx)i 

» 

^'ru'f ^jo 

sticq or.cna io rf' 

a.-jiriofioilAisT 

\'S ;:xr.ax''jiv .a,;3*H^^u...•!!,■ £.^.i ,4t,,j-4.;:, bj).,;J.CBu.3ij',. ip iv. T- 

0^ d-o/ij od c, 2 ;.i 

.1.^x1 Cjl OJ t-xii lo TcV/rvi^i^ 

7e.viJCi lAii.v •.id-ri^,.iai»,&«j liia adJui.k .“liv: ,>cu< terjLii.losXLcn Ja.-iq ul 

-.. !>iu&I.*t);: ■ ex»x.'Ucr, «/*> 'i.f* .'jboir; “ic n.'li;: 

fiqon SK i-ir.; bi'Oinuv'r-^xieJ xii-axiiYat ■ 

i.ii ojfd sacf . io a^id- u;r ^Iti.*r^o,fci«v^ in;A ' 

iOx?o2c’Xd ;Uct 'ii *}'j:;joi:^ xi L’VIJ a/Cx-a j,’ Lx-s^' 

' ;: ; ' ; .■, ;' XyS ; '. ^ Vv >:. > ; • :’* ■' ■■ '^ ' ' ’ 
.'■ t.- '. . .'j-, («{■■, t. t9U^i/i^ ft:i^ J'>.'d 

■t "V-^- 

i. >■ 

■'■,/■ ,;v 

nCj cl+. 11 J^ii' iAu\ '^yvjCi itfc'^cj sur/i i^'3j5’si)''xt;S 


