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I TRODUCTION 

To get at a true understanding of native Indian costume one must 
look at the whole of the New World. To us, clothing mean textiles, 
woven stuff , but such material were used in pre-Columbian day no­
where outside of the highlands of Mexico and South America, except 
in what is now New :Mexico and Arizona, the area of true cloth. 

Yet, there wa one peculiarity to clothing made of these prehi. toric 
textile ; the cloth was not cut and sewed by a tailor, but the garment was 
woven in about the shape in which it wa to be worn. aturally, this 
reduced all style to straight lines and right angles. So we can ay that 
all the textile costumes of the aborigine were non-tailored. 

In other parts of the Americas the materials were chiefly the skins 
of animals. However, the users of skins fall into two cla. ses, tho. e who 
are tailor and those who are not. The Eskimo are true tailors, since 
skins are cut according to patterns and skilfully fitted to the body, so 
that. in every respect their work compares favorably with that of our 
own tailors. The Canadian Indians, also, living next to the Eskimo, 
show almost equal skill, but as we move south through the forest of 
Canada, we note less and less skill in the tailor's art and in northern 
United States it vanishes, or becomes exce8sively crude. No Indian in 
what is now the United States made a sleeved garment like a coat, 
except a few of those along the Canadian border. Nor did such a thing a 
a skin coat appear in all of South America. 

The picture we get, then, is that of a central group wearing cloth 
costumes, surrounded by a naked people who bundled themselves in 
skins when necessary, while in the extreme north were tribes who knew 
how to make well fitting coats a_!ld trousers of skins. So we ee that if we 
wish to tudy the original costumes of Indians in the United States: we 
will, in the main, have to deal with a people who for the most part 
went naked and protected themselves from the cold by wrapping up 
in skin robes. "Naked savages," the colonist called them, and with 
much truth. 

I ow, while we have defined the basic charader of Indian costume, 
we must prepare ourselves for a variety of styles, even tribal differ­
ence. . As to what these differences were in prehistoric America cannot 
be completely stated. To ay just what individualities in st.yle prevailed 
in Manhattan Island, for example: when Hudson arrived here, is next to 
the impo sihle, but since, as we have f':een, the more basic elements in a 
style tend to spread over a great stretch of country, we can be confident 
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that the general plan of o t um ay. for ew York and ew England, 
can be determined from the writ in(Y of explorer , upplemented by later 
tudie among the Indian_ themselve . Yet, we mu t be continually 

on our guard, for the white t rader ought to introduce t heir ware, from 
the fir t and the mi ionarie. et their face r olutely again t the 
expo ure of any part of the body. And the Indian wa alway keen for a 
new tvle. Yet the effort in thi brief tudy will be to tate the tyle 
prevailing when the first explorer arrived. 



COSTUME MATERIAL 

Little in the way of weaving was to be found in the aboriginal 
nited State , except among the Pueblo dweller of the Southwest, who 

rai ed ome cotton. Yet, there i rea on to believe that some cloth 
was made in the land, kirting the Gulf of Mexico, but the e are the 
exception , skins of deer an<l other animals serving as the ba ic material . 
All early writer._ are loud in their prai e of the beautiful soft-tanned 
deer kin prepared by the Indian , a very fine co tume material, indeed. 

One of the mo t important a pect of co tume i color, and, it is not 
trange that though skins were u ed throughout the area under con­

sideration, the e were made white, yellow, etc., as desired. In the 
account of De Soto's expedition, we read:-

The skin are well dre ed-the color being given to them that is wi hed- and in 
uch perfection that when of vermilion they look like very fine r d broadcloth; and 

when black-the ort in u e for hoe - they are of the purest. The same hues are 
given to blankets. 1 

If we add feathers and oft barks of trees and grasses, the Ii t of 
co tume material will be complete. 

THE FORESTS A D THE PLAINS 

Since most readers are familiar with the Indians east of the Rocky 
Mountains, we will give our chief attention to their costume . This 
part of the United States presents two rather different environments, 
the plain and the forests, each of which has influenced dress and orna­
mentation. Nevertheless, the costume of these two area i imilar when 
compared with the remaining more specialized regions, as the Southwest, 
California, and Alaska. Perhaps one should say they are imilar 
becau e made of kin , for all the Indian of the Plain and Forests 
were hunters, some exclusively so, and other , though vary ingly engaged 
in agriculture, till chiefly dependent on the cha e. Two hall in the 
Mu eum house the exhibits for the Indians of our ea tern forests and 
of the western plains. Costumes are hown there, but none of these 
were made before 1492 and few, if any, more than a hundred years ago. 
Yet , many of them are prehistoric in tyle, or show no European 
influence. 

1Narrative of the Career of H ernaado de Soto (Translated by Buckingham Smith, New York, 1866), 
53 . 
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HEADGEAR 

One naturally think of an Indian a decked wit h feather , and thi 
was varyingly true of all tribes ea t of t he Rocky Mountain , t houo-h 
most accentuated in the Plain . Yet nowhere wa feather headgear the 
regular co. tume, but rather wa it worn as regalia or in ignia. Both 
sexe · were innocent of hat or cap . It i a little urprising not to find 
these object , for nothing seem more nece ary to us in winter than a 
hat or a cap, yet it i. not until we reach t he Canadian border t hat such 
thing come to notice. There in Colonial times we find a kind of cap, 

F ig. 2. Seminole 
Hair Dress. The 
side of t he head 
are cropped clo e, 
leaving a ridge of 
ha ir on top and a 
similia r border to 
t he face. After 
Macauley. 

which the French called a " ca pot," but just what form 
thi took in prehistoric t ime we do not know. So, in the 
Plain and Woodlands of the United States, the only 
protection to the head was that afforded by the robe 
which could be pulled up over the head, if desired . 

Now that head were bare, we may expect 
ome developments in hair dress and ornament . 

The women rarely cut the hair, except in mourning · 
but we find a widespread tendency among the men 
to shave, or crop clo e, the hair from the side of the 
head, leaving a ridge or roach in the middle, like 
a cock comb. Judging from the earliest accounts 
such a tonsure prevailed among all tribe between 
Lake Champlain and Georgia and westward far out 
into the Plains. o doubt there were varieties in 
thiR style, but that urviving among the Seminole t o 
recent times is the same as t hat in the drawings of 
John White, 1584. 

One item hould be noted, however, that the Indian about N e-w 
York and in ew England made an artificial roach of deer hair. Gookin 
ays, " deer shuts made in the fashion of a cock' comb dyed red and 

cro sing their heads like a half moon."1 (See illustrat ions.) 
Headdresses of this character are still worn in a dance popular 

among the Plain Indian ( ee exhibits in Plain Hall). It is reasonable 
to suppose that originally a roach of natural hair wa worn and that 
from this developed the idea of the artificial roach. 

Again in the north the hair was gathered int.o a knot at the back 
of the head . In the south, on the other hand, the knot was drawn 

tWilloughby, C. C.," D ress a nd Ornaments of the New England India ns" ( A.merican Anthropolo• 
gist, N . . vol. 7 , pp. 499-50 , 1905), 505. 
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up on top of the h ad. In the pper l\1i i ippi Yalley and around 
the Great Lake. th men wor the hair long anrl braide l. 

A. we have ~ tated the ,,..omen throughout w re the hair long and 
hangincr lo'1-·n or braided. In early time , in the north a ". 11 a the 

Fio-. 3. Fox and 1uk Indian about 1 --10, " ·ith H air shaved except for a 
tubby Roach to which i attached an Artificial R oach of D eer Ha ir. After 

:\Iaximilian. 

outh, the front hair wa ~ometime cut off like ' bang . ' ome of the 
young men of the T; pper l\Ii ouri practi ed a form of thi in Catlin' 
time. 

Headbands and Feathers. If the reader will con ult the ucce ive 
ca e in the ,Yoodland Hall, it will appear tha a black headband et 
with a row of feather i the rul . Now it o happen that one of the 
early writer tate that many wor uch band of kin dyed black. 
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Perhap then what we ee in mu enm collection i merely a change 
from kin to loth adding ornament of trade bead . 

A very curiou diadem or band, about four inche 1 road, and ingeniou ly wrought 
or ,rnven, a nd curiou ly decorated with tone , bead wa mpum, porcupine quill , 
etc., encircle their temple ; the fr nt peak of it being embelli hed wi t h a high wavino­
plume, of crane or heron feather~.1 

Fio-. -!. A ~Iohawk Indian ho,Ying H a ir Dre a nd T oga-like Garmen t. 
olonia l P eriod. J effreys ollect ion . 

The unu ual turban-like cap (modern), . t ill worn by the eminole, 
remind one of Old "\Yorld tyle., from which ource it may have b en 
d riv d. 

Feather Hats. During the period 1 00-1900 t he feather hat of the 
i uan t ribe and t heir neighbor. havE' b en the mo t con picuous. \"\' e 

do not know t hat they werE' . o large and hand ome b fore 1 00, probably 
they were much maller then. Anyway, it i cer ain that the comino- of 
th hor. e t imulated t h ir elaboration. 

'Bartram, \Yilliam, Trarels through 11·orth and 'outh Carolina, Georr,ia, East and IT"e.,t Florida, the 
Cherokee Country, the E:rtcn .sive T erritorie · of th e ,11 u.icogulr,es or Creek f111federacy, and the Coun!ry of 
the haclaws (London, 1792), -199-,500. 
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The feath r headgear of the Fore t Indian wa different ; it had 
no tail, but did circle the head. Both eagle and turkey feather were 
u ed. They tood erect, rather than drooping backward a in the Plain . 

In the outh the hair wa more frequently gathered on top of the 
head in a knot and from the old drawing it eem that a kind of band, or 
chaplet, wa worn, into which feather were stuck. Thi is no doubt 
the original form of the feather hat. 

Fig. 5. Kino- Philip. A port ra it of the t ime from which i t appear that thi 
farnou chief wore a hirt of European style and pre umabl~, of cloth. Other wi e, 
the co tume follow aboriginal lines. After Thoma , E lementary Hi tory of the 
United State . 

Ornaments. Tying thino- to the hair wa univer al, but a ide from 
feather , individuality prevailed to uch an extent that it is well nigh 
impo . ible to treat the subject here. kin of bird , claws of animal 
hell , etc., were u ed according t o the taste or uper tition of the 

wParer. 
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a b 

Fig. 6. a, A :\Iexican Indian wearino- a ape and kirt of Turkey F eather· . 
The headdre i probably pani h in origin, but the feather garment are imiliar 
to tho e of Indian in Ea tern 'Gnited tate · b, ADela~rnre Indian of the Colonial 
P eriod wearing Aborigina l H eaddre . From old print , Jeffrey· ollection. 

Borin the ear eem to ha Ye been uniYer, al and e. pecially in the 
outh the lobe ,va greatl:\' di ·tended for the in ertion of large di k and 

ornament . peaking of the outhern Indian .. Jone tate :-
X ot only n·ere the ear ' · lit for th reception of inflated bladders, eagle ·· claw:, 

feather· and variou ornamental pendant , but in some instance~ the nipples and 
under lip- were bored ~o that cane;:- and other matter. for personal adornment might 
be introduced and worn . The no·e n·a perforated to admit of the u ·pen. ion of 
ornament,- from the cartilao-inou· wall n·hich ~eparate then ~tril -. I t would appear 
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that lip- tone (called b~· the Spanish bezol a nd I y the Mexi ·a n teutetl) were worn, 
at lea. t to a limited ext nt. 1 

The bladder mentioned are hown in D e Bry' plates. 
In w England the ear were pierced, but not o distend d, the 

ornament being mailer, and the sam can be aid for the t ribes we t­
ward into the Plain . The no e wa rarely pierced, nor is their evidence 

Fig. 7. H eaddre of Drooping Feathers. A Museum specimen collected 
from t he Sioux Indians in 1 3 . 

for the labret, the e being characteristic of t he outh. everthele s, 
in the extreme western limit of the Plains are t he ez Perce Indians who 
did perforate the nose as did some of t heir neighbors. 

Beads were chiefly of shell, pearl, and occasionally of copper. 
Apparently all uch ornament were rare and co tly and so limited to the 
favored few, but the coming of the trader with new tools, etc. , quickly 
cheapened beads and made them universal. Speaking of wampum 

1Jones, C . C ., Antiquities of the Southern I ndians ( e w York, 1873), 88. 
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Bradford wrote in 1627 t hat it u e wa limited t o "y achem and ome 
petiall per on that u e a litt le of it for ornament, ' but a litt le later it 

became plentiful and cheap. 
The u e of face paint wa. univer al, but tattooing eem to have 

been mo t intense in the outh, as ome old ketche how t he chief 
t attooed from head to foot like Polyne ian . ome of the chief in New 

Fig. . The First ketch Show the Win ter Garm nt fo r outh rn Indian , 
merely a R ctangular Robe of Dre ed kin hanging over the Left houlder. The 

cond, the Ceremonial Dres of the Same Region, a mall Apron Before and 
Behind. J ohn White, 1585. 

England were al. o o adorned and o were t hey in part of the Plain . 
But the elaborate tattooing disappeared quickly with the adoption of 

olonial co tume . Even in aboriginal time t attooing eem to have 
declined a one moved northward, for, wher the body wa well covered 
part of th year, tattooing would erve no good purpo e. A moderate 
amount of face tattooinrr wa well nigh univer al. 
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UNDER GARME TT 

The breechcloth was univer al for men, and for the mo t part, 
women al o. A Dutch writer in 1671 ay. : "The men wear between 
the leg a lap of duffels clot h, or leather, half an ell broad and nine quar­
ter long ; so that a square piece hang over the buttocks and in front of 

- -=-= .=.i.\ ' . 
- ~ ~· 
=-

- -~- -

~~;~ 
?~~~ ~ 
~-~~ ' 

~~~, 

Fig. 9. An Old Print contrasting the Summer and Winter Costume m 
Louisiana. After Du Pratz. 

the belly." vVith few exceptions thi will hold for all tribes in t he 
l nited States east of the Rocky Mountain . 

According to White' sketches both women and men in Virginia 
wore a kind of apron before and one behind; but one cannot make out 
whether these are the ends of the breechcloth, or an additional garment. 
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, kirts. The women in ew England u ually app ar d in olonial 
t ime. with a hort . kirt fo rmed by wrapping a kin around t he wai t . 
Thi rarely came helow t he knee. u h eem. to hav be n the orio-inal 
form of t h Algonkian, or Ea tern, . lit kirt, which appear in olonial 
t irne. in cloth. ( ee exhibits.) uch a kirt i. merely a r ctangular 
piece brou1,1:ht arouncl th wai t, and it use s em, to have extended out 

Fig. 10. o tumc of Southern Indian from Drawin ' by John White, 15 5. 

aero t he Mi i sippi and dmvn into t he outh. Yet alono· the Gulf 
ome weaving wa practi ed, for we are told t hat t he apron or kirt 

were . ometime of nat ive woven t uff . 

u PPER GAR 1ENT 

In t he hou. e and in mild weather, t he Indians wore nothing above 
the wai t line,- m n and worn n the ame. A tated before, no good 

vidence exi t that a coat or jacket with leeve wa u d belo\\· the 
anadian border. 
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In ew E ngland and the Cent ral State ja k t and hirt appear 
early in olonial t ime , but t he tyle in licate E m opean orio-in . It 
may be, however, that a kind of leevele pon ho wa worn, a reported 
by Parker. 1 The account of t he Dutch indicate that originally 1eeved 
garment. " ere unknown. 

l· .'111111, · ,, l-1/1,, 

Fig. 11. Female Costume in out hern ni ted States. The garment i hown 
a a rectangular piece of dre sed kin. After Du Pratz. 

Robes. Instead of jackets, shirt , and coat , both men and women 
wore, when~needed, a robe. 

Mantles or robe were made of t he skin of the moose, deer, bear, beaver, otter , 
raccoon, fox, and quirrel, and were worn by both exe . Beautiful cloaks were manu­
factured of t he iride cent feathers of t he wild turkey, ' woven wit h t wine of thei r own 

1Anthropological Papers, American l\Iuseu m of atura l H istory, vol. 17, par t 2, 0 . 
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making,·. o that nothing c uld be . een but feath 1" . The e cloak were u ually th 
work of the old men, but ometime~ were made by the women for th ir children. 

" ' hen in t he vicini ty of " 'ell fleet harbor ~Ia achu tt , ha mplain aw robe 
"·oven of 'gra and hemp carcely coverino- t he body and comino- do,Yn only to the 

F ig. 12. Woman and Girl of the Plain . The woman i muffled in a painted 
robe of buffalo kin. The girl' dre~ i a replica of t he prevailing tyle for " ·omen 
in 1 -!O. Afte r Maximilian. 

thigh~.' The e wer probably id ntical with the ilko-ra mantle~ of the outhern 
Algonquians illu t r::ited by John ,vrute in 15 5. 

A ingle . kin of the moo e, deer, or bear erved for a man· robe. ~loo e kin 
were commonly dre ed wi thout the hair and were made ' wond rou white. ·1 

•• 

1Willoughby , ibid., 502-503. 
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B 

~ 
a· 
~ 

D 
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Fig. 13. A Woman's Dress, Crow. An entire elkskin is taken for each side. 
A cape-like yoke i formed of two pieces as above, a nd sewed in place. It i in ter­
esting to note that the form of dres follows t he natural con tours of the skin. 

Deer-skin mantles were dressed with or without t he hair, and a perfect tail 
greatly enhanced their valuf'. In winter the hair wa worn innermost. Those espe­
cially prepared for summer wear were dres ed usually without t he hair. These garments 
were fa tened at t he shoulder with leather. They were thrown over one or both 
houlder and brought usually under one arm. When traveling they werc> also ecured 

at t he waist with a belt.1 

1W illoughby, ibid., 504. 
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A I ng rob fa tenecl at the riaht hould r by a knot, at t he ,Yai t by a girdle, 
rYed the men and \Yorn n for a n upper ornam nt , and by night for a b d cov r. 

Both go, for the mo t part, bare headed. 1 

The de cription agree with the k tche. of \Yhite and other earl) 
arti t and a we go we tward th buffalo robe appear. . Thu the rol e 
i about a univer al a the br chcloth ; together, the. e compri~e the 
fundamental in aboriginal dre . 

The ew England and \ irgi nia way of wearing the robe left one 
arm xpo eel; over which wa worn a leeve of fur or a kin l of muff. 
Thi wa held to the robe or neck by a cord, probablv a northern idea, 
a w hall ee. 

JI antle. of Turk y Feathers . One of t h mo._t triking garm nL of 
the Atlantic oa t wa a ap or mant le of t urkey feather . uch were 
worn from N w England outhw tward to alifornia. o a ingle 
pecimen ha been pre erved and t hey eem to hav di appeared quirkly 

upon the roming of t he white . Yet we h ar that a net wa "woven with 
twine of t heir own making " and the feather fitted to t his o t hat the 
hung !own naturally. uch garment ,_eem to hav b n c mmon in 
1\1exico and we are able to reproduc an old drawinir her . 

hfrt . A type of woma n' co tume, be. t observ d in the Plain. 
i like a poncho, or hirt, a on piece garment reaching from houlder to 
below the knee. There are, however two rather distinct form : a, the 
Pla in ; b, t he Cree-Ojibway type. 

The Plain typ i "it hout true . leeve . T aking a row p cim n 
a the type (Fig. 13) w e that thr e piece of kin are u ed : an in erted 
yoke a nd t ,Yo large piece for t he , kirt. The ide are ewed up from the 
bottom of the kirt almo t to t he cape-like exten ion at the houlder, . 
There are no leeve , but t he cap -like hould r piece fall. down loo elJ 
over t he arm . The ·icle eam and the bottom and all outer dge a re 
fringed. The garment ha neit her front nor back, both ide being the 
same. 

The technical concep i a garment made from two whole kin , in 
thi ca e, elk kin . A dr i formed by pla ing two whole kins face 
to face, the tail end at the top, the head at the bottom. The n ck i 
fitted and t he yoke formed by the in ertion of a tran verse piece of , kin. 
V ry little trimming i needed to hape the id of t he kirt . 

The di t ribution of thi pattern cone pt o far a we were able t o 
determine by the t udy of pecimen i : pa he, Arapaho, iniboin, 

1 kinner. Alan on, Th e Indians of Greal f>r N ew York (Cedar R apid , Iowa, 1915) , 22, quoted from 
O'Callagha n , Docum e11tary Hi tory of ew York. 
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Blackfoot, hey nne, omanche, row: Dakota, Gros Ventre, Hidat a, 
Kiowa, ez Perce, Northern ho honi, Plain -Cree, ar i, te, Yakima. 

In thr ree-Ojibway type th boulder cape i, mi ing, t hu leavino­
a kirt, upport d over the houlder, by tra.p , or the edges of the kin 
tied together. 

Fig. 14. ketch of an Ojibway G irl of about 1 50. The tyle of dress intended 
to be portrayed , i a simple leeveless garmen t upported by straps over t he 
hou lder . The eparate cape-like sleeve a re al o shown. After choolcraft. 

The coat or body covering fa ll down to the middle of t he leg, and i fa tened 
over t he houlder with cord , a flap or cape turning down about eigh t inche , both 
before and behind , and agre ably ornamented with quill-work and fringe; t he bottom 
i al. o fringed, and fancifully painted a high a t he knee. A it i very loo e, it i 
enclosed round t he ,Yai t with a st iff belt, decorated with ta els, and fastened behind. 
The arm are covered to the wrist, with detached leeve , which a re sewed a far a 
the bend of t he arm; from t hence they a re drawn up to the neck, and the corner 
of them fall down behind, a lo,Y as the waist. 1 

1:-Iackenzie, Alexander, l"oyages from Jl,f onlreal, on lhe R iver t . L a u·rence, through the Continent of 
.Vorlh America, to the Frozen and Pacific Oceans, i n the years 1789 and 1793, le. (Lond n, l 01) , XCIY. 
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c ' 

h ' 
Fig. 15. P attern of a D r kin Dre from the Saulteaux Ind ian , imiliar to 

the On hown in the Sketch of an Ojibway Girl. 
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The e leeve held by a cord r mind one of t he men' leeve in the 
ea t, to which they certainly have some relation. 

On dres occasions the di tinguished men of the Plains wore shirts, 
also made of deer kin (Fig. 16) . In thi ca e, however, the forequarters 
of the kin are cut off and ewed to the ides forming an open sleeve as 

Fig. 16. A Man 's Shirt of t he P oncho Type. Thi specimen i made of two 
deer kin . There are bands of qui llwork over each houlder, fringed on one sid 
,Yi t h crow feather . On the oppo ite side of the fold i a tran ver e band of quill-
work. ee Bulletin of this Mu eum , vol. 18, fig. 95. The tai l tuft i di cernibl 
on the lower edge and the dewclaw are still attached to the leg projection . Col­
lect d in 1838. 

for women. More modern pecimen have the lower part of the sleeve 
clo ed. All t he Plain tribe u ed t hi shirt, a well as the Apache and 
T ao on t he outh and the Ojibway on the northeast. They vary some­
what in decoration a may be seen in the exhibits. 

,Ve repeat t hat the e hirt wer only worn on pecial occa ion and 
by a few men ; otherwise .. except in the northea, tern Plains, no upper 
garment were worn. 
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\VALLET 

In addit ion to the belt for holding t he hreechcloth, a girdle wa often 
u ed to hold t he robe. To thi were attached u eful object , but . pecial 
mention hould be made of pouche . 

The men wore at the o-irdle a pouch of dre ed kin containing fire-making imple­
men t . A pipe and tobacco were a l o ·arri din the pouch, which wa ometime u -
pend d from the neck.' 

Fig. 17. A Briti~h Foot­
guard, 1745. compari on 
of the bandolier on thi, fig­
ure with tho c in the Indian 
co llecti on i ugo-e ted. 

ketch from Grant' "Brit­
ish Battle ". 

The pouch offered a field for decora­
t ion and among the Plain Indians becam 
a very important feature of formal dre . 

Amono- the collection from the Fore t 
tribe on may note large howy pocket 
with houlder band , som tim called 
"bandolier,;." The e are a urned to be of 
European orio-in, but t ill appear very early 
in olonial day . The form of thi ,_ pocket 
clo ely parallels that u ed by soldier of th 
period (Fig. 17) a seen in the illu tration. 
The e very decorative art icle mu t then be 
regarded a innovation in Indian co tume 
and not mere adaptation . 

FooTGEAR 

The footgear of t he Indian i. far bett r 
known than other part of hi co tum . 
A mocca in wa worn throughout the 
fore ts and the plain ; but along the Pacific 
Coa 't, from Ala ka to ilexico, th people 

went barefoot mo t of the t im . In t he de rt land of the Southwest and 
in Mexico sandal were worn. Our pre~ent concern then i with the 
mocca. in. Thr earlie t pictur of Indian from Viro-inia to the outh 
how verybody barefoot, but we arr told t hat mocca in wer often 

worn. On the oth r hand, from Viro-inia northward mocca<::in were the 
rule. 

Leggino- were u ed by both exe e pecially in the north but for a 
true boot one mu t go to the Eskimo. In ew Eno·land and apparent ly 
in all the upp r Mi i ippi r gion, t he men wor a long leo-o-ing reaching 
far up on the thio-h and held by a tring to the belt, upporting the breech­
cloth. 

1Willoughby, ibid., -o5. 
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In addi tion to t he breech-clout it wa cu tomary for the men, and ometimes for 
the boy , to wear clo e-fitt ing legging of tanned deer skin . T he e were worn fo r 
warmth in cold weather, on dre occa ions, a nd by hun ters as a protection from bru h 
and brier . Their lower end were fa tened wi thin t he mocca ins and t heir upp r 
extremi ties were ecured by strap to t he girdle, which was ometimes ornamented 
wit h pendant or ' set with form of birds or beasts.' The legging were ornamented 
wit h de io-ns in yellow, blue, and red . The women also sometime wore legging .1 

Thi description, culled from old writers, is repeated by th Dutch 
ob, ervers and if one views the collections in the Museum it will be een 
to hold for all tribes east of the Rockie . The leggings for women rarely 
come above t he knee and were held up by a string garter . 

JVI occasins. The local type of mocca ins have been carefully 
tudied by Mason and Hatt. 2 In the main the moccasins of the forest 

had a soft sole, like a stocking; while those of the plains had a stiff 
sole like a slipper. The body of the former was made of a single piece of 
skin with the fold and seams on top of the foot and what varietie, are 
found are produced by change in t he flap and seam . So, in the main. 
the form shown in the figure (5) will serve for all the t ribes east of 
the Missis ippi. The flaps can be worn down or up. 

The moccasin was also subjected to decoration and as such is one 
of the most conspicuous parts of an Indian's costume. The design usu­
ally follows the earns, covers the tongue in ert, and t he flaps. Sel­
dom are the other surfaces of t he mocca in ornamented. 3 

Turning now to the P lains we meet with a soled mocca in, in 
realit y a hoe, but with no heel. The patt erns for this type resemble tho e 
for shoes and need not be explained . In decoration there are some 
differences, for now t here i a sole line at the side of the foot. This is 
often ornamented. Yet , in the main, the styles of moccasin designs 
found in collections from the P lains, are imilar to those from the 
fore ts; hence, we infer that the P lains type is the more recent. 

On the other hand, the pract ice of beading or quilling the entire 
urface of the moccasin is peculiar to the P lains, and is also recent. 

In both the forests and the plains, there is little di t inction in pattern 
between the moccasins of women and men. 

1Willoughby, ibid., 502. 
2M a on, O. T ., " Primit ive T ravel a nd T ransportation" (Report , Un,-ted States National Museum 

for 1894, Washington , 1896); Ha t t, G udmund, "Moccasins a nd t heir Relation to Arctic Footwear" 
(Memoir•, American Anthropological A.•sociation, vol. 3, no. 3, 19 16). 

1Wissler, C lark , " tructura l Basis to t he Decoration of Co t u mes among t he P lain Indians" 
(Anthropological Papers, A merican Museum of Natural l!istory, vol. 17, part 3, 19 16) . 
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EARLY Acco rxT 

A fair idea of"\ irginia co tume i given by John rnith, a follow~:­
For their apparel! they a re omet ime covered \\·ith the kinne of wilde bea t 

\Yhi b in Winter are dre ed ,Yith the bayre. but in urnmer without . The I ett r 
ort v e lara-e mantel of D eare kin , not much differing in fa hion from t he Iri b 

man tel . ome imbroider d wi th white bead , ome \Yi t h opper other painted after 
their manner. But the common ort baue carce to cover t heir n ak dne e but with 
gra e, the leaue of t ree or . ucb like. " ' e haue eene ome " e man tel made of 
Turky feather , o prettily ,nought and ,Yoven with thr ad , that nothing could be 
di cerned but the feather . That wa exceedino- warme and very hand ome. But 
t he \Yomen a re a hrnye covered abou t t heir middle with a kin and very bamefa t 
to be een bare. They adorne them elue mo t with copper bead and painting . 
Their women, ome haue t heir leg , hand , brea t and face cunningly imbrodered 
with div r worke a bea t , erpent , a rtificially \\Tought into t heir fie h with blacke 
pot . In each eare common]:•, they haue 3 great bole , ''"hereat they hano- cha ine , 

bracelet , or copper. ome f their men \\·eare in tho e ho! a mall o-reene and 
yello\\· coloured nake, neare ha lfe a yard in length, which crawling and lapping her 
elfe abou t hi necke, often t ime famili arly ,vould ki e hi lip . Other " -eare a dead 

Rat tyed by t he taile . ome on their bead ,Yeare the wing of a bird or ome large 
feather with a R attell. Tho e R atte! are. ome\\·ba t like t he chape of a Rapier, but 
le e, which t hey take from the taile of a snake. lany haue the whole kinne of a 
H awke or om t range foule tuffed with the wing abroad . Other a broad peece 
of opper , and ome t he hand of t heir enemy dryed . Their beads and boulder are 
painted red \\·i tb the roote Pocone brayed to powder mixed with oyle, thi they hold in 
ommer to pre erue t hem from the heate, and in "·in ter from the cold. tlany other 

forme of pa in ting they v e, but he i t he mo t "a llant t hat i t he mo t mon trou to 
behold.1 

peaking of the mocca in of the outhern Indian , Jone . tate :­
The hoe of t he men and ,vomen were fa hioned after t he ame pattern and were 

eldom \Yorn except upon a journey. They " 'ere made of d er- kin t he ole and upper 
leather being of the ame piece, a nd ewed together on the upper part of t he foot . 
The mocca in ,rn cut about three inche longer than t h foot, and folded over the 
toes. The quarter were about nine inche high, a nd fa tened round the leg like a 
bu kin.2 

Of th women' co t ume of t he Indian living in the vicini ty of Xe,y York 
0' a llagban in bi Documentary History of "r\'ew Y ork ,uite :-

The women ornament them Ive more than the men. And a lthough the 
winter are very evere, t hey go naked until t heir thirteent h year; t he lo\\·er part of 
t he girl ' bodie on!~· are covered. All ,Year around the ,mi t a girdle made of a fin 
of a whale or of ea,Ya nt (\\·ampum) . .. The women wear a pet t icoat midway down 
t he leg, very ri chly rnamented with eawant . .. They a l o wrap the naked body in a 
deer kin t he tip of which wing wi th poin t .... The " ·omen bind their ha ir in 
a plait, over which they draw a quare cap thickly in te rwo, en wi th eawant .3 

•Quoted in Jone , ibid., 76-77. 
~Jone . ibid .. 79. 
•Quoted by kinner, Alan on . The l nd1an.• of Greater ·ew }·ork (Hl l 5), 22. 



CALIFOR IA 
The tandard clothinO' of alifornia, irrespective of cultural province , wa a 

hort kirt or petticoat for women, and either nothing at all for men or a kin folded 
about th hip . Th br e hclou t i fr quent ly mentioned, but does not eem to have 
been aborio-inal. Sense of mode ty among men wa slightly develop d. In many 
part all men went wholly naked except when t he weather enforced protection, and 
among all group old men appear to have gone bare f clothing wi thout feeling of 
impropriety. The women' kirt wa everywhere in two pi c . A rather nar row 
apron wa worn in front. larger back piece extended around at lea t to t he hip 
and frequent ly reached to meet the front apron. Its variable materials were of two 
kind : buck kin and plant fiber . Local supply was the chief factor in determining 
choic . If the garment wa of kin, it lower half wa sli t into fringe . This allowed 
much gr ater freedom of movement, but t he decorative effect was also felt and used . 
Of vegetable fiber the most frequent ly used wa the inner bark of trees shredded and 
gathered on a cord . Gras , tule, ordinary cordage, and wrapped thong are also 
reported . 

A protection against rain a nd wind, both sexes donned a kin blanket. This was 
either thrown over the houlder like a cap , or wrapped around the body, or pa ed 
over one arm and under the other and tied or ecured in front. Sea otter furs made 
t he most prized cloak of thi type where they could be obtained. Land otter, wild 
cat, deer, and almost every other kind of fur was not disdained. The woven blanket 
of strip of rabbit fur or bird kin sometimes rendered service in t his connection, 
a lthough a lso an art icle of bedding. 1 

Mocca ins " were not worn about the village or on ordinary excur­
ions." Yet they were made and of the general forest type. In Southern 

California, however, sandals were used. 
The typical California moccasin, which prevailed over cent ral and northwestern 

California, wa a n un oled, ingle-piece, oft hoe, with one earn up t he fron t and 
anot her up the heel ... The front seam is puckered , but ometime with neat effect. 
The heel earn i ometime made by a thong drawn through. . . Separate ole of 
rawhide are ometime added, but old specimens are u ually without, and t he idea 
doe not seem to be native. The moccasin come rat her higher t han that of the 
Plain tribe , and appear not to have been worn with its ankle portion turned down. 
Journeys, war, wood gathering are the occasions ment ioned for t he donning of mocca-
in ; as well as cold weather , when they were sometimes lined with gras . They were 

not worn about the village or on ordinary excur ions . .. . 
The skin legging i rarer than the mocca in. I t was made for special u e, uch as 

travel through the now.2 

Two omewhat unique features are a netted cap for men and basket 
cap for women. The latter occurs in nort hern California extending 
upward to Washington; the former is found chiefly where t he ba ket 
cap 1 wanting. 

11-.roeber, A. L., "Elements of Culture in Native California" ( University of California Publications 
in American Archil!ology and Ethnology, vol. 13. no. 8, 1922), 260-261. 

2Kroeber, A. L ., " H andbook of the India ns of Californ ia" (Bulletin 78, B ureau of American Ethnol­
ogy, Wa hiogton , 1925), 05, 807. 

27 



,YA HI GTO AND OREGON 

\\Tith re pect to the ribe m the valley of the olurnbia River, 
near the coa t, it i tated :-

The clothing u ed by the native of t hi area wa relatively imple. The men 
eit her wore nothing at all or merely a robe or blanket th.ro"'Il over the back and 
fa tened aero the chest with a tring. The women " 'ore a ort of petticoat made of 
t wi ted trino- of cedar-bark or gra , occa ionally of wool, fa tened to a cord or 
band around t he "·ai t and fallino- to the knee . In addition to thi t hey u ua lly wore 
a robe mailer than t hat worn by the men, over t he back. Among t he Yakonan a 
imilar fringed garment wa \Yorn around the boulder . A hat, u ua lly woven of 

ceda r-bark and gra , \Ya frequently \Yorn e pecia lly in wet weather, when it " ·a 
a l o cu tomary to th.row a mat over t he boulder for further protection . 

The hat of the Chinook and neighboring tribe . ... wer clo ely woven of 
cedar-ba rk and gra wi th ome fine cedar-root, o a to be water-tight , and were of 
a conical hape, urmounted by a pointed knob ome t wo to four inche in diameter. 
They were ornamented with interwoven de ign represen t ing whaling cene , 
animal uch a dog and deer, or purely geometrical de io-n .... 

The robe and blanket u ed in thi area were u ually made of t he kin of Yariou, 
a nimal or woven (twined) from the wool of the mountain goat. While the e were 
more common northward, woolen robe were al o made on t he Columbia . . .. 

Tattooing occur to but a light extent among t he e tribe and i u ually limited 
to a few line or dot on t he arm or leg , apparently according to individual fancy. I t 
i more prevalent among t he ,vomen than the men . The face i rarely if ever , marked. 

Ornament were commonly worn by both exe , but e pecially by the women. 
:N" o e a nd ear ornament , necklace , tc., were "·orn, t hough it i doubtful if no e 
ornamen t \Yere u ed by the tribe of Puget ound. i\lo t of the e were made of 
hell , dentalia being the mo t valued . The e form , in fact, one of t heir mo t valued 

po e ion , and al o erve a a circulating medium.1 

ually all the e Indian were barefoot. 
In the interior, among uch tribe a the Yakima, Nez Perce, etc. 

we find the above type of co turne fading out into that of the Plain . 
Further, since the boundary between the nited tate and Canada i 
an arbitrary line, we need not be urpri ed to find that both the coa t 
and interior type extend into Briti h territory. The Indian of la ka 
have a variant of the coa t type ( ee exhibit in the u eurn) . 

1Lewi , Albert Buell, "Tribe of the Columbia \ 'alley and the Coa t of Wahington and Oregon" 
( M emoirs, American Anthropological Association, vol. 1, part 2, 1906), 11.)5, 166, 16 
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THE SOUTHWEST 

The California type of co tume, or want of co tume, pread into 
rizona and the Plains type crowd in from the west, as among the 

Apache· but the Pueblo stand out a rather distinct. Thi i chiefly 
due to the pre ence of woven material , but when they do resort to slcins 
they tend toward Plain type , except that their mocca ins are more like 

Fig. 18. Girl from Sia Pueblo in New Mexico. After Mr . Steven on. 

boots. The women in many village wear a boot who e top i wrapped 
around the leg to the knee. andals were, however, the usual footgear. 

The older woman's costume seem to have been without leeve , but 
fa tened over the right shoulder, leaving the left free. A a h was u ed 
in tead of a belt. A rectangular robe mio-ht be thrown over the shoulder .. 
No hat were u ed . 

29 
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The fabric were woven of co ton and later of wool. Yet, in 
aboriginal day , robes were ometime woven of trip of rabbit kin and 
al o the tmkey feather mantle u ed in outhern and ea tern United 

tate were common. 
The m n u ually cut their hair (bobbed) and wore a band around 

the head. It is not clear a to the existence of a poncho, or hirt, t hat 
eemingly came in with the paniard · the e ent ial co tume wa a 
hort kilt and a mantle or a kin robe. 

Quoting from the ear lie t pani h account , we read:-
ibola i even village . The largest i called i\Iac-aque. The hou e are 

ordinarily thr e or four storie high, but in Macaque there are houses with four and 
even torie . The e people are very intelligent. They cover their privy part and all 

t he immode t parts with cloths made like a ort of table napkin, with frino-ed edg 
a nd a ta el at each corner, which they tie over the hip . They wear lono- robe of 
f ather and of the skin of hare , and cotton blanket . The women wear blank t , 
" ·hich they tie or knot over th left houlder, leaving the right a rm out. The e erve 
to cover t he body. They wear a neat well- hap d outer garment of kin. They o-ath r 
their hair over the two ears, making a frame which looks like a11 old-fa hioned head­
dre s. 1 

In their hou es t hey keep ome hairy animal , :ike the larg 'pani h hound , 
which they shear, and they make long colored wig from the hair, like thi on which I 
end to Your Lord hip, which they wear, and they al o p11t thi same tuff in t he cloth 

which th y make. The men are of small tature; the women are light colored and of 
good appearance, and they w ar hirt or chemi e which r ach do\,·n to their feet. 
They wear their hair on each ide don up in a sort of twi t, which leaves the ear 
out idc-, in which they hang many turquoi e , a well a on their n ck and on the 
wri t of their arms. The clothing of t he men i a cloak, and over t his the skin of a 
cow, like the one which Cabeza de Vaca and Dorantes brou00ht, whi h Your Lord hip 
aw; they " ·ear cap [probably headband ] on their head ; in ummer they w a r 
hoe, made of painted or colored kin, and h io-h bu kin in winter.2 

Som of the e people wear !oak of cotton and of the mao-uey (or i\Iexican a l ) 
and of tanned deer skin, and they wear hoe made of these kin , reaching up to the 
knee . They a l o make cloak of the kins of har and rabbit , wi th whi ·h t hey 
cover them elv . The women wear cloak of the magu y, reaching down to the 
feet, with o-irdle ; th y wear their hair gathered about the ear like little wheeL.3 

tWinship, George Parker, "The Coronado Expedition, 1.5-10-1.5-12" (Fourlee11 th rlmwal Report 
pnrt I, Bureau of American Ethnolooy, Wa hington, 1 96) , f ram Translation of the arratit•e of astai'! da . 
-517. 

2Win hip, ibid., from Translation of the leltcr from Jlendoza lo the K ino, April 17, 15-10, .5-l!l . 
3\Yinship, ibid., from the R elacion Postrcra de iroln . .569. 



THE E OF CLOTH 

A tated el ewher , among the first article to be offered the 
Indian , were cloth, hoe , boots, etc. At fir t, the tendency wa to 
cut the loth to the pattern, for the old kin garment , as a study 
of the collection will make clear; but eventually the coat , shirt , 
etc., of the white. introduced new style . Very early, indeed, the 
Iroquoi took to cotton i-hirt and coat of buckskin, with bra s 
button . The women were a lit.t le more con ervative, but quickly 
adopted the waist with leeve ... . 

Fig. 19.-Winnebago Indian . The e co tume contain both native material 
and trade cloth; in pattern they are hybrid . 

In the Ojihway collection are to be found cloth dre se without 
leeve , made after the pattern of Fig. 15. The Iroquois and other 

ea tern women wore a kirt formed by wrapping a rectangular piece of 
cloth around the body, example· of which are on view. Even in the 
Plain , cloth dre es are to be found. 
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0 R CE OF INFORMATIO 

The ideal procedure in the t udy of co tume i to examine the collec­
tion in a well tocked mu eum, but even then it will be nece ary to take 
the literature into account. Thus, if one wishes to know the dre of a 
given tribe, say the Seminole, he hould t urn to that t itle in t he Hand­
book of American I ndians, t where he will find titles of the most important 
publications. Then, if the dre of a known historical period i de ired 
that can also be determined. Finally, if t he notes thus ecured are taken 
a the basis for a study of museum collections, one will have exhausted 
all t he available sources. 

Among general works, t he following will be found useful:-

BRY, THEODORO DE. Brevi narratio eorum qvre in Florida Americre Provicia Galli 
acciderunt, secunda in illam nauigatione du ce Renato de 
Laudoniere classis Praefecto anno M. D. LX III, qvre est 
secvnda pars Americre. Francoforti ad Mrenvm, 1591. 

CATLIN, GEORGE. Illu trations of the Manners, Cu toms and Condition of the North 
American Indians. 2 vol . ew York and London, 1 4 . 

CHAMPLAIN, AMUEL DE. Voyages; ou J ournals es decouvertes de la ouvelle 
France. Tomes I-II. Pari , 1830. 

HARIOT, THOMAS. A Briefe and True R eport of the ew Found Land of Virginia of 
t he Commodities and of the _ ature and Manner of the 

aturall Inhabitants. Foli. Frankoforti ad Ma:mum, 1590. 
JEFFREYS, T . Collection of the Dre es of t he Different Nation. ( tc.), t he complete 

American Indian portion, being plates 121 to 240. London, 
1757-72. 

LAFlTAU, J . F. Mreurs des Sauvage Americains, comparee aux Mreur de Premiers 
T emps. Tomes I-II . Paris, 1724. 

MAXIMILIAN, PRI CE OF WIED. T ravel in the I nterior of North America. Tran -
lated from the German by H . Evan Lloyd. London, 1, 43. 

McKE N]!;Y, THOMAS L. AND HALL, JAMES. Hi tory of the Indian Tribe of North 
America, with biographical ketches and Anecdote of the 
Principal Chief . Embellished with One Hundred and Twenty 
Portrait from the Indian Gallery in t he Department of Wa r 
at Wa hington. Philadelphia, 1 37-44. 

CHOOLCRAFT, HENRY R. Hi. torical and tati t ical Information re pccting the 
History, Condition, and Pro pects of the Indian Tribe of the 

nited tates: Collected and Prepared under th direction of 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Vol . 1-6. Philadelphia, 1 51-
1857. 

•Bulletin 30, Bureau of American Ethnology. 
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