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O n  t h e  c o v e r :   The relationships of the major groups of 
archosaurs. The silhouettes represent clades of diverse and 
disparate archosaurs largely from the Triassic. The thicker 
branches represent the two major lineages of archosaurs, the 
crocodylian-line archosaurs to the left and the avian-line ar-
chosaurs to the right. Today, archosaurs are represented only 
by birds and crocodylians and these two groups are just rem-
nants of an expansive group of reptiles with a deep evolution-
ary history dating back to nearly 250 million years ago. BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

THE EARLY EVOLUTION OF ARCHOSAURS 

RELATIONSHIPS AND THE ORIGIN 
OF MAJOR CLADES
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