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Notophoyx novaehollandiae (Latham) 
JBROiVfi HBRO/W. 

Range.- Widely distributed without 
appreciable geographical variation.- 
Lesser Sunda Is., Moluccas, south New 
Guinea, Australia, New Zealand, New 
Caledonia.- In the Loyalties only known 
from Lifu. / 

Description.- Fairly large heron. 
Prevailing color gray; forehead, sides 
of face, chin and throat white; lance- 
olate feathers of breast rufous gray. 

Migration.- Does it breed in the 
Loyalties? a. 

Food.- ? 3 

Habitat.- Mangrove? - Forest near 
seashore? « 

Collecting.- A few adults, to be com- 
pared with birds of other regions. 70£^ MU£,TB£ Sr^AftMT 

6££ CRyLEy. - P.2‘bf.r<0 
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Demipiretta sacra. - Reef heron 
SLUE-BLAC-H Re,BF HERon 

Ran^e»- All through the east. 

Description.- As in New Hebrides. 

Keep a record of the numbers of 
dark, white and speckled birds. 

Habitat.- Seashore 

Collecting.- It is advisable in 
this species and others with long 
toes to dry the specimen in such a 
manner as to prevent the middle toe 
from bending too much. The length 
of the middle toe is an important 
measurement and it can only be 
measured without difficulty, if it 
is straight. 

PZ9-'^p>e.3Z. 





Anas superciliosa pelewensis Hartlaub 
and Finsch Common Duck 

, 3 
n 

Range.- All through Polynesia as 
far as New Guinea, Lifu Island. 

Description.- As in New Hebrides.- 
There is a certain amount of size 
variation. Australian birds (rogersi) 
are much larger than Polynesian bird. 
It is possible that Loyalty birds are 
intermediate in size. 

Habitat.- Rivers, lakes, sometimes 
on seashore. 

Collecting.- Fresh water birds on 
Loyalty Islands still insufficiently 
known. Shovelers (Spatula) and 
Pochards (Nyroca australis) are knovm 
from New Caledonia and might also 
occur in the Loyalties. A few 
specimens are sufficient for estab- 
lishing the record. No geographical 
variation is expected in these species. 

j(ri>£e Cfi'd-EY PHUG 
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Accipiter fasciatus vigilax (Wetmore) 
Go shawk 

LAKO^ SPAAKOM HAWK 

Ranae*- New Caledonia, Lifu, 
Aneiteum, Rennell Island,. 

SeiT CA/L £ y 7^ ZC6 ^ . 

Description.- Female much larger 
than male. Adults with bars across 
the under parts, immature with longi- 
tudinal streaks. Wing, d* ad, 350-E70; 
9 ad, 27 5-285. A good deal of in- 
dividual variation of collar. Feet 
and cere greenish yellow. Adults 
rather rare, immature common on Lifu, 
Do immature birds nest? 

Food,- Insects, Lizards, Birds, 

Habitat,- Edge of woodland, grassland.* 

Collecting,- A good series is very 
important I Particularly adults. 

Native name; Wakoon or Uzu, 
f g-K. n-’ 
. -■« ^ ^ Jt/i/ 

4^ [-(A.m.) 
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Hypotaenidia philippensis swindellsl 
(Mathews) Common rail 
J&uPr "RAtu 

Range,- New Caledonia, Lifu, Uvea 

Description,- Very similar to the 
New Hebrides birds, possibly not 
distinct. 

Food,- Snails, worms, grub. 

Habitat,- Native gardens, second 
growth (?), swamps, )i^ 

Collecting,- A small series. 

SEE CAYI.EY'T>z2i./f t- 

r)for£^ 
ff' . , 
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Porzana (Poliolimnas) cinerea tannensis 
Forster 

MejDKJM rVHire B»oW£J> -RAH-- 

Range,- New Caledonia, Lifu, Tanna, 
Fiji and Samoa, 

Description,- A small rail with the 
under parts grayish white and a rather 
distinct whitish eyebrow. 

Habitat,- Swamps 

Collecting,- A series is desirable,- 
Shooting off these small rails is rather 
difficult. Snaring by natives is the 
best method. If you want to shoot, 
cut a gang way through the swamp 
vegetation and then have a native drive 
the birds across this clearing. Other 
rails might occur in the Loyalties, 
particularly the little black rail, 
Porzana tabuensis, 

See CAYt-ey T-ii.l V#. 
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Porphyrlo aIbus caledonicus Sarasin 
Purple "coot." 

See CAnef- F. 231-Z M>S.S^6. 

Ran£e.- New Caledonia, Mare, Lifu. 

Description.- Very similar to 
New Hebrides bird, but slightly larger 
and darker. 

Habitat.- Woodland 
growth (?), swamps. 

(?), Second 

Food.- Grub, roots, native garden 
products. 

Collecting.- Very important, get 
as many on each island as you are 
permitted. 
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Ptilinopus greyi nr*a Tr/Pt/KPi.e c j>ovf 
O’! Cljf ^ FROir J>o'/E . 

) 

see 'P.lbmi-i 
■Tv W. «.Oi^ ^€t£c^. 

Range.- Widely distributed.- 
Lifu, Marl, New Hebrides, Banks Island, 
Santa Cruz, Gower Island (Solomons). 

Description.- As in New Hebrides. 

Food.- Fruits 

Habitat.- Mangrove (?), Woodland. 

Migration.- Possibly migrating 
between the islands. 

Collecting.- Not important. One 
or two on each island, to establish 
the locality. Preserve only good 
specimens. 

No ret. 
C.ACAHA, f'i. c 
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Ducula pacifica tarrali Bonaparte 
Large fruit Pigeon 

See CAyLKV. PLATB.JTT fs/O /it. 'i 
o4-»w^ 

Range.- Loyalty Island (Lifu), 
New Hebrides, Santa Cruz, Solomon 
Island, Bismarck Archipelago. 

Description.- As in New Hebrides. 

Food.- Large fruit 

Habitat.- Forest 

Migration.- Has not been found 
in the Loyalty Island in a hundred 
years. Possibly extinct, or only 
occurring as an occasional visitor 
from the New Hebrides, 

Collecting.- The Lifu bird has 
been described by Bonaparte as a 
separate subspecies (sundevalli), 
but I do not believe that it is 
different. A series would be 
welcome to settle this finally. 

Hors’, 

> fJj. ..^v.1.4,,4^.^ 
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Columba vitiensis bypoenochroa Gould 
LAHG.£ J>AHH FAUiT T> .wNirt 7>Ar<H- 

/y/o At/hrA*UA/i • 

Range.- New Caledonia, Uvea (Sarasin), 
Lifu {Layard), Mar§ (Layard), 

Description.- Similar to leopoldl 
from the New Hebrides. 

Habitat.- Woodland 

Collecting.- Sarasin described the 
Uvea bird as uveaensis. It is 
supposed to differ from the New 
Caledonia race hypoenochroa by 
smaller size. I do not believe in 
this difference after an examination 
of Sarasin's type specimen, but more 
material is desirable to settle this 
point. A small series is welcome. 
No r 
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Is. QWAN-i- 

Chalcophaps indica sandvicensis 

Set CAI^istr 'P.lf A. 

Range.- New Caledonia, Mare, 
Lifu, Uvea, New Hebrides, Santa Cruz 
Island. 

Description." As in New Hebrides, 

Collecting." Unnecessary. The 
New Caledonian bird has been 
separated by Brasil of the Paris 
Museum as dis.juncta; but Brasil com- 
pared it with chrysochlora from 
Australia and not with sandvicensis 
from the New Hebrides. I can see 
no difference between New Caledonian 
and New Hebridean birds. 

<yor£s 
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Nymphicus cornutus uveaensis Layard 

Range»- Uvea only, possibly extinct. 

Description.” All green, except 
forehead which is dark red, and edges 
of wing and tail-feathers which are 
bluish; there is a conspicuous crest 
on the head. 

Habits.- Very little is known about 
this species. Any information on 
the present status, food habitat, 
social behavior, etc. is welcome. 
How many are left? Do the natives 
persecute them? 

Collecting.- This is the "A number 
one" species of the Loyalty Islands. 
We have one old captivity specimen. 
Do not boast about shooting specimens 
of this species. We do not want to 
be blamed for its eventual extermination. 
Possibly it is gone already. 

Several species seem to be restricted 
to Uvea. Maybe more New Caledonian 
species are to be found on this island. 
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Trichoglossus ornatus massena Bonaparte 

Range.- Lifu, New Hebrides, Santa 
Cruz. 

Description.- As in New Hebrides. 

Migration.- Does this species V^ ^ 
migrate from one island to another? - 

Collecting.- A series is desirable 
as the New Caledonian and Loyalty form 
may be different from the New Hebrides 
birds• 
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Cacomantis pyrrhopfaanus pyrrhophanus 
(Vieillot) 

Ranse.- New Caledonia, Lifu, Uvea. 

Description.- Similar to 
schistaceigularis from the New 
Hebrides, but lighter and more brownish. 

Habits.- Parisitizes which species? 
f -/ - / 

Collecting.- Adults only. A series 
of 4 or 5 will be sufficient, knowing 
how difficult it is to make nice 
Cuckoo-skins. 

nU'^ri-hr/iE^Al 
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Chalcites lucidus layardi (Mathews) 

Ran/^e.- New Caledonia, Lifu, 
New Hebrides, Banks and Santa Cruz 
Islan<5. 

Description.- As in New Hebrides. 

Collecting.- Small series sufficient, 
records on Uvea and Ma-re desirable. 
They are the same all over the above 
given range. 

Remarks; Watch for the New Zealand 
race in March - April and September - 
October. They may come through the 
Loyalties. 
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Tyto alba lulu (Peale) 

Range.- Polynesian Islands, Aneiteum, 
Loyalty Island (Lifu, Mar§), New 
Caledonia. 

Description.- As in southern New 
Hebrides, but whiter and less spotted. 

Collecting.- Brasil has separated 
the Lifu bird as lifuensis, as dif- 
fering from lulu by the absence of the 
black spots on the under parts. I 
have shown in Araer. Mus. Novit., 
No. 8281 that this subspecies cannot 
stand. It is desirable to have a 
series from Lifu to learn the extent 
of individual variation. 

Native name: M§a (Lifu), Mene (Mar§). 

X 



1 

- I 



17 
6 2- 

irn, 

Collocalia esculenta uropygialis Gray 

Range." New Caledonia, Lifu, Uvea, 
New Hebrides. 

Description.- As in Nev/ Hebrides. 

Nest.- In caves, under the branches 
of big trees (?). •?<, . 

Collecting.- A few. 
the entire range. 

The same in 
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Collocalia spodiopygia 1eucopygia 
Wallace 

Range.- New Caledonia, Mar6, Lifu. 

Description.- A dull colored, small 
Collocalia with a white rump. 

Habitat.- Unknown 

Collecting.- A good series desirable. 
May be different from New Caledonian 
race. 

^ C . 
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Halcyon chlorls canacorum Brasil 

Range.- New Caledonia, Mar6, Lifu, 
Uvea. 

Description.- Similar to the 
Kingfisher of the New Hebrides, but 
more buffy underneath and duller and 
more greenish above; very similar to 
the sacred Kingfisher of Australia. 

Habitat.- Near the beach (?), 
forest, native gardens (?). 

Collecting.- A good series, although 
the birds from the Loyalty Islands 
are apparently not different from the 
New Caledonian race. 
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Lalage leucopygia simillima Sarasin 

Range.- Mare, Lifu, Uvea, New 
Hebrides • 

Description." As in New Hebrides. 

Habitat." Forest (?) 

Food.- Caterpillars, small fruit (?) 

Collecting." A good series is 
important; this subspecies differs from 
leucop.ygia from New Caledonia by the 
greater extent of white on the tips 
of the tail-feathers. I have 
identified specimens from the New 
Hebrides as simillima because they 
show the same character, but I have 
never compared them because we have 
no material from the Loyalty Islands. 

JOVJ-WA/ 
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Coracing caledonica lifuensis Tristram 

Range.- Lifu 

Description.- Similar to thilenii 
of the northern New Hebrides, but 
apparently darker. 

Habitat.- Forest 

Food.- Caterpillars, other insects (?), 
locusts. 

Collecting.- A very good series. 
The New Hebrides form, thilenii was 
described as differing from caledonica 
by smaller size, which is exactly 
the principal character of lifuensis 
compared with caledonica. Possibly 
thilenii is a synonym of lifuensis, 
but a series from Lifu must be 
compared with our extensive material 
from the New Hebrides. Immature 
birds apparently the gray colour 
of the adults. Immatures have more 
pointed tails. 
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TurdUS poliocephalus mareensis Layard 
and Tristram^ 

Range»- Mar§ Island 

Description*- More or less sooty 
black, with white or huffy feathers 
in the middle of the abdomen and on 
the vent* 

Habitat.- In the forest 

Collecting.- This is one of the most 
important birds of the group and 
a large series of adults must be 
collected. Not one museum in the 
world has adequate material of this 
form and this makes it very difficult 
to describe the thrushes of the 
northern New Hebrides (etc.) which 
are very similar. Immatures are 
far less interesting to us than 
adults, and females less than males. 

W K" SA I 
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Turdus poliocephalus pritzbueri Layard 

Range.- Lifu 

Description.- Sooty black with a 
buffy head, similar to the Tanna 
thrush. 

Collecting.- A good series of this 
fine species is desirable. 

There is probably an unknovm and 
new subspecies of this thrush on 
Uvea Island. 

Native name; Wassasa (Layard). 
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Rhipidura spilodera verreauxi Marie 

Range.- New Caledonia, Lifu , 

Description.- A fantail with large 
triangular spots on the feathers of 
the breast, wing-coverts with white 
tips, belly buffy, white edges of 
outer tail-feathers gradually merging 
into the grayish centers; back washed 
with rufous. 

Habitat.- Forest 

Collecting.- No specimen from Lifu 
in any collection, so far as I know, 
never compared with verreauxi from 
New Caledonia. Series desirable. 

W A - A^A/H - j“A K < 
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Rhipidura fullginosa bulgeri Layard 

Ran£e.- New Caledonia, Lifu 

Description.- Similar to brenchleyi 
from the New Hebrides, but deeper buff 
on belly, shafts of tail-feathers 
always pure white. 

Habitat.- Forest 

Collecting.- It is doubtful whether 
or not brenchleyi can be separated 
from bulgeri. i have never examined 
any specimens of bulgeri. A series 
is desirable. 
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lHy iagra caledonica vi rid ini tens Gray 

Range,- Lifu, Uvea 

Description.- Like melanura of the 
southern New Hebrides but with broader 
white tips to the tail-feathers. 

Collecting.- Saras in has separated 
the Uvea birds as uveaensis as having 
more white on the tail than birds from 
Lifu. A series from both islands 
is necessary to check this possible 
difference. 
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H^iagra caledonica melanura Gray 

Ranf^e»- Southern New Hebrides, MarS. 

Description,~ As in New Hebrides 
(Tanna, Erromango). p W^hr/i. f 

Collecting," Two males is all that 
is known from Mar§, These were 
separated by Sarasin as mareensis 
which however is apparently not 
distinct from melanura. More 
material is required to settle this 
point. 





Gerygone flavolateralis flavolateralis 
Gray 

Range*- New Caledonia, Mare 

Description»- This small yellow 
bellied warbler with the white spots 
on the tail-feathers is quite un- 
mistakable . 

Habitat*- Unknown* Is probably 
associated with a particular type 
of forest, otherwise it would be dif- 
ficult to explain its absence in the 
southern New Hebrides* 

Collecting*- A good series on each 
island* The MarS bird is possibly 
different from the New Caledonian race 
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Gerygone flavolateralis lifuensis Sarasin 

Range.- Lifu 

Description.- Like flavolateralis. but 
white spots on tail smaller. 

Collecting.- Seriesl 
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Gerygone flavolateralis rouxi Saras in 

Range.- Uvea 

Description.- Much more yellowish 
than flavolateralis. with the white on 
the tail-feathers still more reduced. 

Collecting.- The unique type is in 
juvenal plumage, the characters of the 
adult bird are still unknown. A good 
series is very important. 
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Pachycephala pectoralis 1ittayei Layard 

Range.- Lifu 

Description,- The only Pachycephala 
of the Loyalty Islands, is large and 
rather different from those of the New 
Hebrides, 

Habitat,- Undergrowth in forest. 

Collecting,- A good series of this 
very distinct form is desirable. If 
any Pachycephala occurs on Uvea or Mare, 
it is probably new. 
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Artamus leucorhynchus melaleiicus Wagler 

Range.- New Caledonia, Lifu, Mar^, 
New Hebrides, 

Description.- As in northern New 
Hebrides. No geographical variation. 

Collecting.- Small series sufficient. 

Native name.- Kat (Lifu) 
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Aploni3 striata atronitens Sarasin 

Range.- Mare, Lifu, Uvea. 

Descript ion.- The only Aplonis» 
Rather dark, sometimes with a grayish 
tinge. 

Habitat.- Open country, forest. 

Collecting.- Sarasin says that 
Uvea birds are smaller than Lifu birds 
and separates them as minor. I do 
not believe in this difference, but a 
series of adults from each island should 
prove the point. 
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Philemon lessoni (Gray) 

Range.- New Caledonia, MarS, Lifu. 

Descript ion.- Smaller than the 
Australian leatherhead. Loud and 
noisy. 

Collecting.- There are apparently 
no differences between birds from New 
Caledonia and the Loyalty Islands, but 
a small series is welcome. 

Native name.- Kuchalu (Lifu), 
Kutti (Mar4)'.' 
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Lichmera incana incana Latham 

Range.- New Caledonia, Mar6, Lifu, 
Uvea. 

Description.- Like the Erromango 
bird (flavotincta), but somewhat 
smaller. 

Habitat.- Forest (?) 

Food.- Insects and nectar (?) 

Collecting.- It is not quite certain 
whether birds from the Loyalty Islands 
belong to the large flavotincta or to 
the small incana. therefore a series 
from each island is welcome. 

\ 

Try to find out why females are so 
rare in collections. Are they less 
active; do they feed higher up in the 
trees, or are they actually in the 
minority. This is also true for 
Myzomela. 

Native name.- Sissi 

V\j r^-si 



V>'- 

■ J 



fUjLi. X»-*^ ■ 

36 

Myzomela cardinalis lifuensis Layard 

Range.- Lifu, possibly also Mare 
(Layard) . 

Description.- Similar to cardinalis. 
but with much more black in plumage. 

Habitat.- Forest, native gardens. 

Collecting.- A good series in all 
plumage stages. Why is it absent on 
Mare and Uvea? 
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Zo3terops minuta Layard 

Range.- Lifu, MarS (?) 

Description.- I have never seen 
this species. It is apparently 
small and rather yellowish green; 
rather similar to flavifrons of the 
New Hebrides. 

Habitat.- There are three species 
of Zosterops on Lifu and there are 
probably some differences between them 
in regard to food, social behavior 
(flocking), habitat, etc. Try to 
find out, what you can. 

Collecting.- This species is very 
rare in collections. Get as many as 
you can. 

Native name.- Watchu mandra (Lifu) 
Washosi^o (Mar6) . 
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Zosterops lateralis 

Range.- nigrescens; Mare, Uvea; 
melanops; Lifu. 

Description.- Similar to 
macmilla'ni ^Tanna) , but very much 
smaller. There is some doubt, 
whether or not nigrescens is dif- 
ferent from melanops. or whether there 
are not three races in the Loyalty 
Islands. In this case the MarS 
form would be new. 

Collecting.- A large series on 
each island. 

> 



I 

0 
<i'< 

T 

’’ r\ 
’•''SC 

•X 

, ^ • . « « •* r% » • 

I 

* • 4 

t 

0 

u 



2 O T- 

Zosterops inornata Layard 

Range.- Lifu, possibly also 
Mar^ (Layard). 

Description.- Large and with 
a big bill; only a few white feathers 
in the eye-ring; lores and cheeks 
scarcely feathered; upper parts very 
dark and brownish. 

Habitat.- High trees in deep forest 
(Layard). Calls like Pachycephala 
(Layard). 

Collecting.- A large series of this 
rare species. 

Native name.- Sinekato (Layard) or 
Sinaming. 
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Erythrura trichroa cyaneifrons (Layard) 

Range.- Lifu, New Hebrides. 

Description.- As in New Hebrides. 

Habitat.- Clearings in forest, 
grasslands. 

Collecting.- A good series desirable 
to determine whether or not different 
from the New Hebrides bird. 
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Hypothetical List 

Circus approximans wolfi Gurney 

Range.- New Caledonia, New Hebrides. 

Description.- As in New Hebrides. 

Collecting.- Not yet found in 
the Loyalty Islands. 

Any specimen will be welcome. 
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Haliastur sphenurus Vieillot 

Ran£e.- New Caledonia, Australia, 
New Guinea Region. 

Description.- A brownish, kite-like 
hawk which visits grasslands, as in 
Australia. 

Collecting.- Not yet found in the 
Loyalties and probably absent from there. 
The New Caledonian bird has been 
separated as ,iohanns on account of smaller 
size compared with the Australian bird. 
This difference is, however, doubtful. 
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Falco peregrinus ernesti Sharpe 

Ran^e.- Sunda Islands, New Guinea 
Region, New Hebrides, New Caledonia, 
Fiji.- Not yet found in the Loyalty 
Islands. 

Description.- As in New Hebrides, 

Collecting.- Always desirable. 
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Pandion haliaetus cristatus Vieillot 

Osprey, Fishhawk 

Range*- Sunda Islands, New Guinea 
Region, Australian Region, New 
Caledonia; not yet found in Loyalty 
Islands. 

Description*- As everywhere. 

Collecting.- Brasil has separated 
the New Caledonian bird as 
microhaliaetus on account of its 
supposedly smaller size. A series 
would be welcome to settle the dif- 
f erences * 
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Tyto novaehollandiae subspecies 

Australian Barn owl 

Range.- Australia, Lifu (?) 

Description.- Darker, larger and 
with more spotting on the urKier parts. 
A different species. 

Collecting.- An old French collection 
in Noumea contained a specimen which 
was supposedly collected on Lifu. 
This is almost certainly an error. It 
is, however, worthwhile to look on Lifu 
for a second species of Bam owls. 
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Urodynamis taitensis (Sparrman) 

RangeNew Zealand, on migration 
throughout Polynesia. Has been found 
in New Caledonia (supposedly) breeding, 
but not yet in the Loyalty Islands. 

Descript ion.- As in New Hebrides, 

Collecting.- One specimen sufficient 
to record the species, but gather all 
the information on its occurrence and 
migration. 
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Ae/;;othele3 saves! Layard 

Small New Caledonian Frogmouth 

Ran/7e.- Known from a single specimen 
in New Caledonia (Liverpool Museum), 

Description,- A nocturnal bird, like 
a goat-sucker, but with a larger bill. 

Collecting,- It is rather strange 
that there are no goat-suckers or frog- 
mouths on the Loyalty Islands, Keep 
your ears open for any calls during the 
night. If you have to wait in Noumea 
for a steamer, try to get this species. 
Search for it with a flash light. The 
eyes will shine like those of a cat. 
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Collocalia vanikorensis vanikorensis Quoy 

Range,- New Caledonia, New Hebrides, 
Santa Cruz Islands, 

Description,- As in New Hebrides, 

Collecting,- There is one sight 
record from Noumea and one from Lifu, 
A series is desirable. 
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Hirunda tahitica subfusca Gould 

Range.- Fiji, Solomon Islands, 
New Hebrides. 

Descript ion.- As in New Hebrides. 

Collecting.- There is one sight 
record from Noumea. One or two 
collected specimens would be suf- 
ficient to establish the locality. 
They are possibly slightly larger 
than the Fijian bird. 

Any other landbird you find on the 
islands would be new. 

Seabirds are supposed to be 
particularly common on Uvea and the 
small islands of the Uvea group. 
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Notes on Seabirds of the Loyalty 
Islands 

(by R. C. Murphy) 

Since so little is known about 
the marine birds of this region, the 
following suggestions are based mostly 
upon species which might be found in 
the vicinity. Collection of any of 
these seabirds at the Loyalty Islands 
would in itself constitute an ad- 
dition to knowledge. Practically no 
collecting of seabirds has yet been 
done in the Loyalty Islands, 

PuffInus leucomelas (Terarainck) 

Range,- Breeds at Micronesian Islands 
near Japan. Migrates southward to 
the New Guinea region. 

Description,- Fairly large shear- 
water. Brownish gray above with a 
streaked head, white below. 

Migration,- Likely to be found at 
any period between August and April (?). 

Food.- ? 

Habitat.- Probably offshore 

Collecting,- One of the few petrels of 
which the American Museum possesses a 
highly inadequate series. 
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Puffinus pacificus (Gmelin) 

Ran^e.- Forms of this species 
breed in both northern and southern 
hemispheres. The Australasian race 
chlororhynchus might occur in the 
neighborhood of the Loyalties, 

Description.- A shearwater with 
a long wedged-shaped tail. The 
plumage may be entirely blackish 
or the bird may be white below. 

Migrat ion.- Little is known about 
seasonal movements. 

Food.- ? 

Habitat.- Offshore 

Collecting.- A few specimens to 
establish subspecific identification 
will be sufficient. 



V ■.'»> X 

1 

4 

4 r 

I 

I 



52 

Puffinus heinrothi Reichenow 

Range*- Known only from New 
Britain. 

Description.“ A small, wholly 
black shearwater, about the size 
of Audubon's but with a more slender 
bill. 

Migration.- Nothing is known 
about the movements of this bird. 
The fact that it has been collected 
at the type-locality only close to 
the Christmas season suggests that 
it may be a migrant from a northerly 
breeding ground. 

Food.- ? 

Habitat.- Possibly inshore waters 

Collecting.- Obtain as many as 
possible since this is one of the 
rarest and least known of petrels. 
Particular attention should be paid 
to the condition of the sexual organs 
in order to find a clew about the 
season and place of breeding. 
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Puffinus Iherminieri Lesson 

Note.- Of the two small dark- 
backed, white-breasted shearwaters, 
this would be the one most likely 
to be found breeding in the Loyalty 
region. This is the species which 
you fo\ind at Tanna. 
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Pterodroma becki Murphy 

Range." Known only from two 
specimens taken near the Solomon 
Islands. 

Description." A small gadfly 
petrel, chocolate brown above, in" 
eluding the head, white on the 
ventral surface. 

Collecting.- This petrel may be 
a tropical Melanesian representative 
of the large form known as 
Pterodroma rostrata. Every effort 
should be made to learn more about 
the bird. 
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Pterodroma rostrata trouessarti Brasil 

Range»- New Caledonia 

Collection.- A large series, if 
found in Loyalty Islands. 
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Pterodroma leucoptera (Gould) 

Note.- Some form of this petrel, 
which includes such races as brevipes 
of the Fijis and New Hebrides, perhaps 
breeds at the Loyalties. It is a 
small gray and white Pterodroma with 
a blackish crown like your Erromango 
and Tanna birds. 





Nesofregatta albigularis (Finsch) 

Range.- Polynesia, New Hebrides 
Not yet known from the Loyalty 
Islands • 
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Phaethon lepturus Daudin 

Note,- The lesser tropic-bird 
is of world-wide distribution in 
warmer latitudes and some form of 
it probably occurs at the Loyalties. 
This is the smallest species. It 
is a black and white, somewhat tern- 
like bird which flies with rapid 
wing beats, and is always iden- 
tifiable from its long tail. 
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Phaeton rubricauda 

Red tailed, tropic bird. 

Not definitely known from the 
New Caledonia region. 
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Sula sula Linnaeus - The Red-footed Booby 

Note,- On islands probably com- 
pletely wooded this would be the 
only booby, since it is the only 
tree-nesting species in that part 
of the world. The adult red-footed 
booby is usually entirely white 
except for the wings from wrist 
to tip. It exists, however, in 
many phases, some of which have 
grayish brown bodies and white tails, 
others white bodies with dark tails, 
and still others all gray. A few 
specimens known to be adult might 
help settle the taxonomic problems. 
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Sula leucogaster 2.& " ^ 

Nests only on barren islands. 
At sea sometimes found far away 
from breeding colonies. 
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Fregata 

Note,- Two species of man-o'-war 
birds (minor and ariel) are likely 
to be resident at the Loyalties, 
The former is the larger, and ariel 
is unique in that the male has a white 
spot on either side of its black 
belly. There is, of course, no 
mistaking man-o'-war birds because 
of their characteristic flight and 
long forked tail. 
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Terna 

T£^^S. S£A SH//>AAOK'S . «er. 

I can only guess as to the 
terns of the Loyalty region, but 
the possibilities include Sterna^'^^^ 
sumatrana, S_. anaetheta , _S. 
fuscata, the larger crested tern 
Thalasseus bergiisome form of 
the tiny blue ternlet Procelsterna 
caerulea. one or more noddies (Anous) 
and a white tern (Gyals). Several 
of the species named require bare 
ground for nesting and avoid densely 
wooded islands. Forests would, 
however, be no bar to certain noddies, 
to the ternlet, and the fairy tern. 

The following terns also might 
occur in the Loyalty Islands; 

Sterna dougallii bangsi 

Sterna nereis exsul as well as the 

gull Larus novaehollandiae. 
^ ^ JC 1/ 1>Z.X‘2.tto.Z3- 
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