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Pago Pago, Samoa,

December 1., 1923,

Dear Dr. Murphy:

In regard to the registration of the "France" next
January when our sailing permit expires.I have inguired of
gseveral Captains and seafaring men here and am advised that the
best thing to do is to put the ship under American registry as she
is American owned, and registering as a yacht would be exempt from
various provisions that merchant ships have to pay heed to.

I made inquiry at the Governor's office here, and am told
that he can issuve a provisional registry for six months; but the
matter has to be referred to the Department of Commerce at
Washington for review, and it appears to be the simplest and
quickest method for the Museum to make application from New York;
s0o as you have a copy of the French registry I will show the ship's
registration papers to the Governor and if he will add a mem-
orandum that he has seen them, it may save the time required for
the Department of Commerce to communicate with Papeete and

verify your copy.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) R. H. Beck




Pango Pango, Samoa,

December 3, 1923,

Dear Doctor Murphy:-

The "France" was here in port and Correia had quite a
few of the native birds of the commoner species on the shelves
when I arrived, 8Since then he has gotten a little farther
afield, and with native help has gotten a number of the pigeons
and the rarer of the two doves,

I have found it necessary to buy some of the warier species
from the native hunters, and the gallinule, rail, and owl series
are slowly accumulating, So far I have not gotten into the field,
as matters regarding Captains, crews and skinning birds have kept
me busy, We are expecting to leave this week for Rose and Manua
Islands. (I stop this to pey $2,50 for an owl--barn owl--that a
native brings.) Correia saw & couple but has shot none yet, A
dollar apiece brought none to us when offered, but $2,50 secured
six or so, L

Local Captains were unobtainable, so I decided on the
Captain of the”Mary Winkleman" which was wrecked on the reef a
mile from here as she was leaving port for Hong Kong a day after
our arrival, The Captain is an American and will stay six months

or so, though the "France" is some come-down from his former ships,




I am gending the Tahitian Captain and the engineer home to-
morrow, and am trying our cook for engineer,as usually we
use the engine but a few hours at a time,

Should you get permission for the Cook Islands I may
send the ship back there and get a crew from Rarotonge next
spring, though not before May,

Unless your letters change plans I expect to send
Correia up to the Union or Phoenix Islands when we finish
American Samoa, and I will go over and do British Samoa if
the permits arrive, The Phoenix and Ellice Islands are out
of the hurricane belt, while all islande to west and south of
here are in the path of frequent storms, Fiji had one last
week of moderate (?) intensity, I am sending five cases of
birds on steamer to-morrow which Correia has packed and skinned,
Expect in May probably to take the schooner to Fiji or Tonga if
Cook group is out of question, Hurricane season ends in April,

Have to order some .suppliea from San Francisco and think
a letter of credit for $4000,00 had better be sent to me here to
reach me on the January boat, As no duty is exacted, it seems
well to stock up for a year in some things, for prices are high
in stores here, and the govermment does not carry some things we
need, After a conversation with the Governor I have decided it
will be best to patronize stores outside the commissary except
for a few things. I wrote you in another letter re changing

registry. The bill of sale that I sent you contains about all
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the data I have on the vessel, and the Governor gave me the
letter which may possibly assist in changing registry, Hope
you can do it before I leave this port, as French consuls
might want to complicate matters if the vessel gets in Apia or
Suva,

Are bats in formalin satisfactory for the mammal men?
Fruit-eating bats are here in numbers and I hear a small bat
also occurs, I trust the rail we have from here is your rare
one, but it is common here so I expect another exists, although
natives don't know of small black ones,

Sincerely,

(signed) R. H, Beck.

Correia's salary should be raised Oct, 1, 1923,
P. S, Answer this dey received and answer will come on same

steamer, as she stays in San Francisco fourteen days.




Tau, Manua Islands
December 26, 1923.
Dear Dootor Murphy:

The list of birds of this section came
to hand a couple of days ago but I have received no letters
of introduction as yet and hope to get them next steamer
for we will be back at Pango then and ready to tackle
foreign territory again. I regret that my knowledge of
goientific family bird names is so limited, for I cannot
place 3 of the forest birds, and even the commonest one about
the houses I am not sure from the list but suppose it is
Lalage. Meliphagidae seems to have 3 species on Tutuile,
If it is a honey eater, small black and some red I've seen
but one species there but have done no collecting myself as
yet. Here we've not seen them. FPresume the crow as
Correia calls it is Bulabetidae and the small crow or yellow-
eye is what?

The larger islands of British dominions have other
species I hope, but think 2 species of kingfishers from Tu-
tuila unlikely tho haven't examined them closely. The one
here seems to differ from Tutuila. We work Ofu and its
neighbor in a few days but so close to this island expect
birds to be similar. Rain is plentiful and interferes with
work at times. Interested to find the black rail so close
or same as Rapa and Marquesas bird.

Sincerely,
(Signed) R. H. Beck.




Pango Pango, Samos,
January 19, 1924,

Dear Doctor Murphy:

Your letter of December 7th came to hand
a few days ago on arrival of the steamer from the north, and
this will not start north till the same boat returns from

Augtralia. Captain Harris, who stayed with us till return

here from lManua Islands, received a wirelesa offering a captain’s

berth on a steamer in China, is leaving and I am now waiting
for a captain familiar with these waters who is recommended by
several residents here. As I wrote you last mail I expect to
send the vessel north to Phoenix Islands till April and then
go to Suva to clean the bottom as that is the only fort in
this region with a slip. I am sincerely hoping you will have
the registry attended to by that time an® & fresh letter from
New Zealand Government giving some sort of privilege. The
last of this month our permit to sail as a French vessel will
expire but I expect to send her out to Islands where I trust
no inquisitive British or French official lives. But in April
when we go to Suva all necessary papers should be on hand or
otherwise we may be tied up ﬁhero indefinitely waiting. If
you obtain Cook Island privileges it may pay us to run over
there via Niue Island and change crews as the Tahitian crew
ocan hardly be expected to stay on for a year and it is too far




- L

far to ship them home from here. Am signing this new captain
on for a year when he shows up if he doesn't look too much like
an habitual winebibber. They all drink to some extent. 600
birds at Suvarrow seems a large lot for the time spent there
and I regret a few shearwaters were not found. They were all
packed up when I arrived here and you have them ere this.

We will ship the Manua birds hext steamer also. In the
same mail your inquiry regarding money sent Correia from New
York came the notice from llew Zealand that Correia could get
the money by applying at post office in Rarotonga. VWe will
later have it sent either to Apia or other port. I couldn't
send my remittance through bank but arranged with Steamship
Company to pay it saving a month or more in time,

It appears that Captain Nagle suffered from an unex-
pected oranial enlargement during my absence from the 'France'
and he is due for further suffering when he resumes work as
Captain of a copra ship out of FPapeete. Correia had rather a
hard time of it for he paid undue heed to tales from the
lowaest sailor to the Captain and got an earful of information
a portion of which was not striotly reliable. He feels better
now. We will arrange the shoe bill somehow for $50 to $100

a year seems rather strong for footgear. Just where the two
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Dootors got their information that the rainy months were
the best for high mountain gollecting in Samoa may give a
clue to its reliability. Personally it seems to me today
with heavy gusts of rain following one another in hourly
succession and the barometer the lowest yesterday and today
that it has been since our arrival that the drier season
might give one a better chance to spend a part of a day at
least in field work rather than huddling under a dripping tree
trunk waiting for the day's quota of rain to fall. One day
in the last week was without serious rain during daylight
hours. If introductory letters arrive I will go to Upola
for two months when the "France' goes to Ffhoenix. I was under
the impresaion you wrote that you sent letters of introduction
to me care Bank of Italy just after I left. If so they were
not forwarded and if you will telegraph the bank on receipt of
this letter to send me any mail and registered mail they are
holding addressed to me, it will return on the steamer taking
this to you. But by the date of Dr, Gregory's letter to
New Zealand Museum Director I cannot expect to hear by mail
the reply before the middle of April. I expect to be in
Pango Pango when the mail in April arrives from San Francisco
and then go to Suva to clean the hull of the "France.’'

We have now finished up American Samoa practically
though I want to spend a few days looking over this island
for it seems that the flyocatcher ought to be here even if the
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paroquet is not, both being on the Manua Islands. Correis

don't seem to fare as well with some of the land birds as

he does with the easily located seabirds.

Though the officials here have been and are cordial
and helpful I am not optomistic over their possible assist-
ange in getting privileges from British officials. It seems
to me the letter or word from the particular officials su-
perior is the one that counts. Sounds to me like that exe
termination propoganda emanates from some one like the
chap who preserved three butterflies and bred seventy-three
for liberation. Unfortunately they are listened to by some
seemingly sensible people. I bear in nind of course that
gseveral of the American States have laws that prohibit any
kind of collecting by or for anyone.

It seems quite possible that I might have mixed up
some of your captions with my copies tho I separated them
at one time. Al]l my oaptions voio left in California and
I have written some here to oovor'tho small lot you send,
the negatives of which have no numbers; 2 a few I have which
probably hold numbers you want captions for, and 3 a lot
gelected from some prints I have here that likely came from
negatives numbered from 500 upward. There still remains a
lot of 60 or'so that you will have to send prints to me
for captioning for the California captions are out of reach
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till I reach there. I think you will have enough captioned
prints to use in your article for the lot you send me cannot
posaibly reach you till the last of May and quite likely
it will be July. Use any notes or photogruphs of mine that
may be needed to embellish the article. You have some little
contract if you have the whole issuve to fill up, Your ar-
rangement as to price satisfies me,

As I thihk of time required to wait for captions believe
I'd best radio you for captionless prints and you will get
captions in March for the entire lot., I enclose & piece of
tapa cloth, with the prints mailed you, that might cover
& bare spot on your summerhouse wall. Please return prints
when captions are copied unless they are represented in the
lot you mail me to catch next steamer. It is impossible to
give future address until we know what the lew Zealand people
allow us. Pango Pango mail can be forwarded to Apia with
three weeks delay and to Suva also with probable longer delay.
We have aux shells for the greater part of this year but as
they seem to keep well it might be well to send us 3000 to
be in San Francisco ready for the steamer April 5th reaching
here April 21. Duty has been waived here so far though I am
not sure yet about last shipment which might cost $95 duty

before we leave.
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I wrote last boat for $4000 which will I trusy
be on the next steamer in February.

The letters and interesting clippings came safely
to hand for which we thank you,

If your next general account of the expedition does
not mention too explicitly the théusands of birds killed to
enrich the American Museum, which fact seems to peeve foreign
peoples, it will be well to send us & number for your last
account seems to be read with interest wherever offered. If
you have & number of copies of Hatural History containing
my articles on Rapa trip or larquesas it would be well to
send us a few more of those for the Governor of Rarotonga
asked Correis for copies and kept them and the Governor here
did the same thing. If I find a few good negatives when
the photographer here gets them developed it might be worth

Samoa
while for me to try and grind out & short sketch of American

bird notes.
Sincerely,
(signed) R. E. Beck
Reotirostris terns nests were all on Kauehi if you need

captions for them at once. Did your English friends enumerate

. any particular species exterminated by us? Less than 10 of

the sooty terns seen flying in photo over Kauehi Island were
taken,




Pango Pango,
January 30, 1924,

Dear Doctor Murphy:

Received a letter last mail from Act-
ing Director of Bishop Museum asking for tentative sched-
ule of 'France' and chance of sending & collector with
us. I wired him probably Phoenix Islands till April, then
Fijis, British permitting. He Jjust answers Bryan will join
us next boat so Correia will have fresh company and will
likely pick up some good information in regard to collecting
other material than birds,

I assume Bryan has done a good bit of field work for
I remember he visited Juan Fernandez after I had been there.

Weather last 3 days has been good and we are now
ready for a few days of rainy weather.

I have written some notes of the work here and if
you desire can turn them over to Natural History.

Hope to send also our field notes and egg data. My
photos were unsatisfactory of the lanua trip but will send

gome prints or negatives as Natural History can perhaps use

two or three,




Pango Pango, Samoa,

Feb. 4, 1924.

Dear Dr. Maurphy:-

I enclose a couple more photos, one of them of a
gallimle's nest Correia found the other day.

1 also send for your inspection a few notes that
I wrote on the steamer coming down, in answer to a request
from Birds of Australia editor. Would the possible publi-
cation of any of these interfere in any way with the Whitney
Expedition plans? If so drop them in the wastebasket, as I
presume you have the gist of them already from my field notes.

If there is anything that you can use dc so and if
they interfere in no way with your future publishing , I
would appreciate your mailing them to the worthy Australian.

Sincerely,

(Signed) R. H. Beck.




Pango Pango, Samoa,

Feb. 4, 1924.

Dear Dr. Maurphy:-
I find this morning that there are only four
boxes for shipment instead of the five I wrote you a
couple of days ago.
I enclose the photo of a gallinule nest, which
Correia located the other day.
Sincerely,

(Signed) R.H. Beck.

14
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Pango Pango, Samoa, ,‘;3
February 28, 1924,

Dear Doctor Murphy:-
Your letter of December £9 came to

hand on the last boat, as did the prints for which I wired
and I have captioned them and return by next mail, enclos-
ing with them a few movie films taken with the Sept which

I bought in New York. If you can use any of these or sim-
ilar scenes let me know, though they may be too short for
your use. The 'France’ left.a few days since for a couple
of months, and Bryan from the Honolulu lugseum came down
and joined her.

Director Ball wrote me last month and I wired him our
proposed schedule. Bryan seems an energetic young man, and
if he stays only six months as intimated should keep on
his toes easily for that length of time. Director Ball
wrote me concerning sustenance for Bryan and I referred him
to you, saying I hoped his material for the liuseum would offe
get his food bill, If a stated price is desired I'd say
a dollar a day would pay for his food, though I'll be inter-
ested at a future date to know whether he has stated that

a dollar is seventy-nine or thereabouts cents too much
for provender bill, He seems to me a first-rate man judg-

ing from the way he started collecting here, He is not the

Bryan that went to South America. I hear the franc has




depreciated lately, and if things look like it is going
much lower you had best write me for there are seversal
thousand francs in the bank at Papeete yet I intended for
wages of sailors when they returned. The france were
bought when they were around 17 to the dollar.

The December letter of credit came to hand and
another for $4000,00 should be sent to me at Suva, Fiji
Islands, for after June our mail may not catch us promptly.

Sincerely,

Signed) R. H. Beck

liail boat leaves San Francisco April 8, Send after

that to Suva, Fijis, if you have registry fixed.
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lanololelei Rest House,
Upola Island, Samoa.

April 2, 1924,
Dear Doctor lurphy:-
Your letter of Febrmary 2nd resached
Apia & couple of weeks ago and this will catch the next
steamer going north,

I talked with the Consul yesterday about registering
the 'France' and I think I will get a provisional register
which will be good for but six nonths. Whether the Consul
or the Department of Commerce will issue another remains to
be seen. The Consul is supposed to refer everything to
Washington before issuing, but the young chap here will likely
issue one this time on strength of letter you enclose and
write to the Department after, Whether the vessel necessa-
rily requires & register I do not know. It might be we could
sail her without, I don't suppose the Consul has the law on
the subject, but I will inquire when I call there eagein.

I have been afflicted with & series of boils since
coming here end these have slowed up the work somewhat, but
I am daily hoping the last one is the last.

A couple of hundred skins have been taken as well

as twenty-five or so for a proposed museum here in Apis.
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The British Governor treated me very well and gave
me & free hand, but suggested I help them out in the iluseunm
he is projecting, so I proposed collecting & pair of speci-
mens for him, and am trusting I won't have to give him spe-
cimens of & cgouple of species that are rare in this district.

I was surprised to find several species of small
birds here that did not appear in Tutuila, and hope that on
Savaii we will find something else. This spot is sbout
2000 feet above sea~level and a good trail over the top of
the island, though not the highest point. ilave seen no
gign of petrels about Samoa yet.

I will tell Correia again about the labeling of small
birds, and think I have sent you the field catalogue so you
can get names of young boobies. Don't imagine it is worth
while trying to get damages from Steamship Company for damage
to skins, but will see agent in Pango in a couple of weeks.
gent back the captioned photos last month and you have them
now no doubt, Anm pleased to hear that the exhibit of FPoly-
nesian material was satisfactory to the New York public, and
am of course weiting with much interest your article on the
expedition findings in French Oceanie. If you think it

will produce a favorable feeling toward the work in the

I
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British islands down here it might be well to send a
dozen copies to be handed tc the officials we encounter.

I wired you a few days since about the cable from
the Premier of Tonga, saying he much regretted that the
'"Prance' could call at none of the ports in Tonga. I have
not communicated with him and do not know what he bases his
exclusion mandate on, Presume we can work in P jis for a
year if we are allowed there. Have a letter from Dr. Casey
Wood who spent six months in #ji, and he promises me letters
to officials there and I am writing for them this mail, but
do not know if they will reach us soon or not. He sent a
couple of hundred skins to Drs. Richmond and Vetmore for iden-
tification, It now seems likely that June will arrive be-
fore we reach Suva, for I won't get to Savaii before the
"Prance' returns, and will likely take her to Bavii for a

couple of weeks.

Sincerely,

‘s‘sn.d, R, H, Begk,
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Pango Pango, Samoa.
April 20, 1924,

Dear Dpotor lMurphy :-

The 'PFrance' got in a few days
earlier than I expected and I enclose herewith Correia's
notes on the trip. He got about 400 specimens and Bryan
got a lot of interesting material.

No warblers were encountered and only pigeons and
a couple of ocuckoos were the landbirds taken. He got a few
familiar shearwaters and added a sandpiper to the shorebirds
we have from the north,

We go to Savail next week and from there to Suva if
present plans carry. Rhinoceros beetles are the cause of
the telegram from Tonga so the FPremier writes, Perhaps
& stay of six months in Fijian waters will remove the danger.
They occur here, hence the embargo though chances are remote
of our having them on board.

Day before yesterday was flag day here and we hoisted
the American flag on the 'France' as the consul gave us a
provisional American registry good for six months. At the
end of that time we may be without a country again. Cor-

reia's money from Cape Verde birds should go to his daughter

rather than here.
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I started my bird numbers on Upola Island from 1 and
when they reach the lMuseum the person labeling them can add
12000 in front of each of the 250 or so specimens and we will
allow here for that in our cataloging. Eight specimens will
be duplicates of Correia's numbers but do not think that will
be fatal as I gave the Governor of British Samca so 30 spe-
cimens and expect to get him a few more on Savaii if anything
different occurs. It seemed good policy as he seems friendly

yet and I hope to get a better series on Savaii than on Upola

of some birds.

April 22

| Yours of several dates at hand. Re llarch 10 one
don't know what happened to first page of note so will send

the copy I made and you can return it after copying.

Re larch 17.

The note from Governor Bingham is encouraging; rather
a contrast to the one from Premier of Tonga. The Governor
of Apia and British Samoa is friendly and I am trying to
keep on good side of him by furnishing gkins of most of his

that
birds, though a couple are hard 10 secure I have not showed

him.
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Re liarch 4 letter OD)

There is no hurry about the pearls and I am glad lirs.
Murphy's ring is satisfactoty. Iirs., Beck had a brooch made
from a half dozen and that is also often envied. I had my
two paintings framed and they remind me of the south sess
whenever I see them. I mugt compliment you on the excellence
of your typing;:; it beats mine all hollow and I have used the
machine for three years now. About the gun, I think it wise
to get another 20-gauge. I had to leave the gun I used in
South America and two years in French Oceanie at home, in Cal-
ifornia, as it was too far gone for safety. I bought a
second-hand one but 28-inch barrels, and am now convinced
that a good J2-inch barrel will carry much farther than the
ghorter barreled guns. I will try to get the drop of the
gun tomorrow and include with this. = The gun can be sent
parcel post to Suva in two packages probably. The two new
Ithaca guna you got for Correia are poor things, complicated,
and he has been working last two days on one of them. Don't
buy cheap guns to send on foreign collecting trips. I did
once to the Galapagos and they failed us in a few months. The
natives soon mishandle & gun. We have two or three useless

onea on board, and parts and repairs take months to replace.
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The two house flags arrived and we flew one flag day

when American flag was raised on 'France.”' By the way, have

you sent the birds to Papeete yet? A letter received from

the friend there who handled some of my payments to relatives

of orew, writes me today in “rench that no farther bird

ao0llecting will be allowed there if I interpret the migssive

righte The luseum will have & bad name there if no birds

are sent to
named skins
islands are
even in the

Museunm will

Re gun;

them. BRven if unmounted but scientifically

of the majority of the species collected in their
sent it might createimore favorable atmosphere
Cook Islands for their arrival at the Papeete

goon be announced in Rarotonga I opine.
Sincerely,

(Signed) R. H., Beck.

the drop is three ingches and I would like a

Parker 20-gauge, 32-inch barrels. Don't care if it is

second-hand

if in good condition. Send to Suva, Fiji Is-

landa; parcel post is cheap.




Apia, Samoa,

May 29, 1924.

Dear Dr. Murphy;

I mailed you a box yesterday containing a half
dozen skins of two species, one species of which I assure
is new because I think I have accounted for all but one
species that Dr. Richmond lists. Pinarolestes may be one
of the two I send or perhaps both are unrecorded. I gave
the Governor here one of each of these species,and as he
expects to0 have them mounted shorily with the 48 other
skins I gave him, it might be well to describe them and
publish before some one else takes a hand.

That is the reason I mailed them. The firetail
finch on Savail differs from the species here but I got
5 or 6 of each and gave none away.

The Governor has promised me a letter to the
Administrator in Fiji and seemed pleased with the 34 species
I gave him. He expects to write you he said. He got every
thing but the firetail finch and ground dove of which I got
but two on Savaii. Both young birds were secured from
natives.

I sent the Tahitiansailors home on the Resolute

from here after spending a day getting permission from
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cruise director, Kenneth Mygatt, one of the vice-presidents
of Raymond-Whi tcomb Co. He did not care to do it but putt-
ing it on the ground of helping the American Maseum of
Natural History, he consented and saved the Museum $300 or
$400 I figured. It would be well to thank him from your
end, perhaps, if you run across him. I hear from Pango Pango
that they were allowed ashore there the day after leaving
here and got gloriously drunk, peeving the Director and
Captain thoroughly no doubdbt, as they had to round them up
and get them aboard before the ship could leave.

The France left last night for Suva and I go with
Mrs. Beck this evening on the Tofua, arriving a couple of
days before the France.

I will ship the birds collected in British Samoa
from Fiji as too many transshipments from here.

Saw no petrels about Samoa and one sooty shear-
water in British Samoan waters, is all I noticed.

I enclose with this the list of birds collected.

Sincerely,

(signed) R. H. Beck.




Suva, Fiji,

June 12, 1924.

Dear Dr. Murphy:=-

After a week's delay waiting for appointment with
the Governor,I called yesterday and saw him, and today pre-
sented my request in writing for permit for 20 birds of a
kind which I think will be granted with possibly limit of
6 for rare birds. The Governor has letter from England ask-
ing if it will be possible to go and exterminate those three
goats I liberated on Henderson. He has jurisdiction over
those islands. The article in the Condor by Maillard was
pounced on by Britishers and the result here is that the
Governor is requesting me to liberate no more goats. Please
forward me Condor containing article as I've not seen it
since leaving your office. If you can fornulate some scath-
ing remarks re my esteemed critic I would appreciate it; and
also forward that sheet containing my attempted answer if
it still remains. I must really inquire thru the Condor as
to the knowledge possessed by the worthy gent as to island
devestation by the goats. He has probably the island of
Guadaloupe in mind when thinking of damage btut this is a
desert island with little rainfall and I had in mind ship-

wrecked sailors who have lived on H'ondouon and may try to

26




)
-J

~2=-

exist there again. Having been shipwrecked once it is
possible I have a more fellow feeling for the sailor
than for the carping sentimentalist who sits at his desk
and writes feelingly of localities of which he knows
nothing.

Bryan may leave in early Mgust for Honolulu,
as he thinks his services are necded there. He is en-
thusiastic and if Dr. Gregory could spare him longer, I
think his notes and observations would benefit the Amer-
ican Museum, as well as his specimens, the Bishop Museum.
He is not anxious to stay , however, and might lose some
pep by remaining much over the eix months. I enclose a
few notes on British Samoa as Mr. Scharwz writes for
photos from Samoa. I got a few bird pictures in Samoa.

Sincerely,

(Signed) R. H. Beck.




Suva, Fiji,

July 1, 1924,

Dear Dr. Marphy:=

We are leaving today for a three months trip to
some of the eastern islands of the group and I hope you
have before this mailed a letter of credit to this point.
I wrote you last February that we might be leaving for a
trip from here in June and had we not been delayed in get-
ting in the slip would have sailed before this.

As the bank here does not care to take my francs
at any price and does not care to advance money on my
San Francisco account, I am leaving Mrs. Beck to pay sev-
eral bills when the letter of credit arrives which I ex-
pect on the next boat from the north. If the credit is
not on that I have a cable ready for her to send for $1500
to be telegraphed her here. And if no other funds have been
forwarded on receipt of this, $3000.00 should be sent when
you receive this. We have had to replace the forward rig-
ging and 3 new sails have been made, besides various small
repairs. The bottom was in better shape than I anticipated
after a year in the water.

I applied for a permit to take twenty birds of a
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kind and was granted that for all but insectivorous birds
which were limited to ten. Suspicion that England had six
as the limit for some kinds but I said in request that a set
wers intended for the British Museum and the Bishop Museum.
I said we would collect a set for local museum which has no
birds,but fear of cost to get cases and mount specimens de-
terred officials, and they thanked me for offer but did not
accept.

How does Dr. Casey Wood stand in the estimation of
the Coomittee? He has a local artist painting every species
of Fijian bird he can secure for a Montreal Museum. The art-
ist has asked me for the loan birds he has not secured? I
anticipate a number of new subspecies from the present trip
to the Leu Islands, but if you do not describe them for some
months a possibility for some one to describe them fromthe
drawings or paintings exists?. Have seen the paintings and
many of 25 seen are good. Perhaps Dr. Richmond has seen a
lot Dr. Wood has received already, or if any friends have
visited Montreal where they are placed in Wood Ornithological
library, you might get a line on thegp. If the particular
species should have more than 10 or 20 specimsns to repre-

sent them, the officials will extend & permit for them possibly.




Officials are friendly but public opinion is expressed very
freely here in the newspaper and officials are contimally
lambasted by writers under nomdeplumes? The British Museum

is anxious for any kind of specimens of P. cuneatus to deter-
mine species and feel sure it does not occur here. I've
promised the secretary of Agriculture some skins if taken.

I expect it in Lau Islands, tho maybe not this trip.

Dr. Richmond sent an explanation topaper here pe
Dr. Woods collecting and I enclose a copy. It may restrain
criticism of us if we linger quite awhile. I finally wrote
a column for the Condor and enclose it with this. If you
think it can be improved to let the gent down more hardly
return with your suggestions or would you send it at this
date.

I am shipping by next steamer to Vancouver a couple
of boxes of birds and hope they reach you safely. Every-
thing gotten by Correia hor§ has been different from Samoa
and the cuter islands probably will show differences from the
larger islands, Kandavu especially being recommended for its
bird life. We will probably not call there this trip.

Sincerely,

(Signed) R. H. Beck.




Suva, Fiji,

July 20, 1924.

Dear Dr. Murphy:=-

We pulled in here yesterday from Totoya Island,
to replace an anchor and 30 fathoms of chain, lost there.

Worked only 3 islands during our absence but
leave again tomorrow for the islands farther east. Am
mailing two boxes of birds and hope to get the gun tomorrow
which will be released from Post Office then. Had some
strong weather while at the first two islands, but am hop-
ing for more favorable time this trip. We will be needing
another bunch of labels for birds before long, so they had
better start on receipt of this, for three months probably
elapses before they get here.

The letter of credit came to hand safely and we
are hoping for the money you sent to Rarotonga to reach this
point soon. We had hoped to make insurance people pay for
lost anchor , but guess the cost wont reach the three per
cent that policy stipulates.

Sincerely,
(Signed) R. H. Beck.

P. 8. Can strongly recommend Bryan when you need a field

6)'
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man for tropical collectingin Botany or Entomology . The
gun didn't arrive and only 3 boxes of birds were sent.

2 H 3B




Komo Island, Fiji,

Mhogust 21, 1924.

Dear Dr. Murphy:=-

In looking at our list of birds collected this
trip, I find we have turned out soms 800 in the 25 days we
have been in the Lau group, so deem it advisable to send
for more aux shells, for our 2000 on hand won't last many
months if we can strike a few new birds between now and our
arrival back in Suva early in November.

The first island we collgctod, Ongea, had every-
thing on it that the others have had, except the ground
dove, and I expect to find that on an islet in a couple of
weeks. One islet, Naiabo, furnished the Lesser Frigates
and boobies, but noddy terns have been conspicous by their
absence. I anticipate finding them on Marambo, to be visit-
ed as soon as the weather permits. The absence and presence
of the land birds is the interesting part of the work in
this end of the group, as so far, the islands, being not
over 25 miles apart, differ greatly in the species they
harbor.

As our permit allows but 20 birds of the protect-
ed kinds, I am assuming that you will determine most of the
land birds out here to be others different than the ones
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given in the list of protected birds. As you want to send
some specimens of these almost distinct forms to the British
Masem, the limit, ten, is in the case of insectivorous binrds,
entirely too small a rmamber. I suggest that you emphasize
the fact, especially as this expedition is in a field never
beforecollected and not likely tc be again for a long time.
Unless of course the managing Director is one of the biased
individuals whom reason does not appeal to.

I am hurrying as much as possible to cover as much
of the ground as can be done before French treatment is ac-
corded us. The officials in Suva are still agreeable and treat
us well. I bear in mind the editor of the daily paper when
in towm.

Mrs. Correia is quite a help in skinning and we
turmmed out over 40 birds in a few days after coming aboard
at 5 P.M. I expect to pay her something when back in Suva.

I am breaking in the engineer to collect and skin.

I send this to Mrs. Beck to forward and if it does
not catch the September steamer, will have her cable for 4000
aux shells and $4000 to come on November steamer.

If suitable harbors are found in north islands, and
I think there will be, perhaps we'll go up there in Nov. and

takes a chance on hurricanes.
Sincerely,

(signed) R. H. Beck.




Suva, Fiji Islands,

October 7, 1924.

Dear Doctor Murphy: -
Your letter of April 29, 1924, is just at hand as I retwrn
from the Lau group earlier than two months ago I hoped to @o.

We found the same birds on most of the islands, at a number of
which we stopped for only a day.

I saw the Secretary of Agriculture today and explained to him satis-
factorily, apparentlye.-- that we run over ten of some species that ocour-
ed on many islands, as it ds:necessary to shoot a specimen or two on
each island, but that when we found & bird to be the same as one shot on
another island, we took no more from that place. On the last island
we visited in Lau I secured five specimens of a probably new species of
thickheads-all that were seen, and stopped at that though I could have
taken others the next day. OCorreia saw none of these.

I an glad the registry matter is settled and think the consul will
see the matter rightly.

I shall get a nore from Correia and enclose it, as he has not direc-
ted his money; or did I write you that he sald to send 1t to lﬂ. daughter.
I regret that I worded my article as I did, in Natural History,
though I do not regret having _plaited the goa.ti. 'omopt as it interferes
with the Museum. The bally, blooming shipweecked English sailors can all
starve on the mext island ‘thoy get thrown onto u far as I am concern-
ed, though I am antiqipating that oxperienoo xﬁﬁlf somet ime. We have

dragged close to rocks on ome or two occasions and both anchors down. Ve
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also dragged off the ledges and drifted to sea on two other occasions--
in the night time at that. If only I could lead some of these critics
about ten feet from the landing place on Henderson, or similar islands
here in the Lau group, they would express different opinions regarding
the suitability of goats for such conditions, Though they might be mem-
bers of the Soclety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals some

cause for their strictures wuld be apparent.

What are the islands in the tropics where goats have exterminated
the natural fauma; I have seen only about twenty-five of the islands
whare goats run wild and have not seen those where mankind has suffered
8o from their presence.

I wrote some time back rggarding the botanical labels. The num-
bers with localities were on one sheet of paper &nd sent, I think, with
a lot of bird numbers. I find not record of them here. I do not think
Quayle has any of them, though possibly in his notebook some reference
to the earlier numbers might be found. I keep no duplicate of the bird
nunbers, which go periodically to you though the typewritten notes are
duplicated.

The first two papers on the collection have come to hand and of
course are very interesting to us. Also the Natural History Journals,
Australian and China numbers, are very readable. I am now having some
plates developed of birds from Lau, which will help illustrate this
region, I hope.

The money from Rarotonga to Correia was secured here yesterday,
some months after its dispatch from New York. I am assured that the
insurance companies will pay some proportion of the cost of a new an-

chor and chains which we bought. We hawe not heard about them yet, how-
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gver.

I hope some of the aux shells, at least, whidh I cabled for,-and
some labels, will reach here on the November steamer. The money came
promptly and I am trying to get the statement covering recent expenses
off with this letter.

I am not sure whether or not Bryan will leave us on the next steam-
er, October 30. He will if it is possible to reach it.

[ will ship several boxes to Honolulu to be sent directly to New
Yorik by steamer, and wwould like to know upon their arrival if this
is preferable to sending by express from Vancouver.

How many large bats in formalin are desired? We are taking but few.

By the time I receive an answer to this, perhaps before, we shall
be ready to move on. Are you doing anything about Tonga, or shall I
tackle them at as late asdate as possible, in order that the possible
female beetles on board will surely be dead, before we proceed there?

We pulled into Levuiku this evening and found cocoanut trees dying
on asccount of a small moth. Did Tonga know how the trees look a couple
0of hundred yards from the France they might quarantine agdinst us on
that score.

still

Should Tonga be obdurate, what are your next desires:

This letter leaves Suva on Ootober 31, and I shall not receive a
reply until sometime in Jamary. Ve may tie the vessel up in December
but I do not like to. However, if a hurricane catches at some islands, we
might let her stay where she strikes.

Sincerely,

(Signed) R. He Beck.




Levuka, Fiji Islands,

Qoctober 16, 1924.

Dear Doctor Murphy:
Your letter of September 3 was forwarded to me here and
the gun was received from the postoffice a few days ago.

I am leaving Correia here for a week to get, if possible, a few
more of the thickheads and thrushes. I secured one thrush and three
thickheads in a couple of days collecting, but did not get a male thick-
nead, which my be different, as they do seem to differ on the various
islands.

I am mailing, on the next steamer, a package containing three tapa
cloths. The large one you might find some use for, while one of the
othere please give to the young lady who so kindly assisted me in pre-
paring an article while I was in New York. She was an assistant to
urs. Frazer, I think, in typing, or other work in Doctor Chapman's of=-
fice. And the last one is for Mrs. Frazer of Doctor Chapman's office.
This is for the purpose of removing the stigma which rests over the
entire multitude of collectors who have gone out of the American Museum
and have returned, or sent in material, without one favoring that lady
with a single article from foreign shores. May her reproaches on that
score be silenced nowe.

I mailed a detter a few days back covering recent doings, and have
also mailed statement and notes to date.

Sincerely,

(sm’d) Re H. Beck.
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Levuka, Fiji Islands,

October 24, 1924.

Dear “octor Murphy:-

I am just back from a couple of near-by islands and find
that Qorreia failed to locate any of the birds I wanted. I went out yes-
terday and got a single thrush but saw no thickheads. Correia got two
or three shrikes which seem slightly different from the Suva ones.

I note that VWetmore gives the Lalage Pacific, which I assume is
the shrike, as occuring on Kambara Island. It is ouite different from
the Suva bird, bdbut possibly only a specimen of each was at hsnd for com-
parison and the range of coloration was not noticed. We take only & ¢
couple or so of any one species of birds from any one island when they
appear to be the same as taken previously. Should there be slight dif-
ferences we may not notice them. However, if we took six or so speci-
mens from each island and the species was the same on all, we would
have a hundred of a kind in a short while. Then if we wers investigated
where would such a zoological criminal as myself get off? We are leav-
ing for Kandavu Island todsy to look up the Tubinares while the nest-
ing season is on. Your reference to petrel nesting there in sopi:enn:aer
18777 compels the present move, but I saw none of the birds when fifty
miles away from the island, though of course that means little with some
species. Remember that we were at Hood Island in Galapagos a couple of
days, long ago, before we discovered that there were hundreds of alba-
trosses there.

The first week in Jamary, 1925, will you please send to Johnson

& Higgins, Insurance Exchange Building, 433 California Street, San Francisco,




California, a check for $1126.00 to cover cost of insurance on 'France’
during 1926. The present insurance expires January 14. This will be

saving some money, by not paying the exchange .

Sincerely,

(signed) R. H. Beck.
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Vamua Kula Island, Fiji Islands,

October 26, 1924.

Dear Doctor Murphy:-
We arrived here this morning, Sunday, and in looking over

your pamphlets on the collection I am interested in knowing if you inten-
tionally omitted writing of the second kind of Gallicolumba from the
Tuamotus. Your mention of Aritaka Island as having the same species
as eastern Tusmotus attracts my attention as Hiti Island, near Aritika
has a different species, of which you should have a couple of specimens.
The birds were scarce and we got only a couple or so.

The noticealbe difference from the eastern bird was in the white
heed of the male,as 1 remember it the entire head being while.

In Fiji we note with interest that the female of P. Perousii has

yellow under the tail coverts while in Samoa they were red as in the male.

(Signed) R. H. Beck.




Suva, Fij1 Islands,

November 17, 1924.

Dear Doctor Murphy:-

I wrote by the last steamer t‘l"t&t a shipment of birds was
going forward by water to New York, but f£ind that they are still in the
werehouse, 8o I am shipping them through by way of Vancouver by the
next boate.

I mailed a amall box yesterday containing some of owr recent takes.

42

Have to go to Ovalau again to get thickhead males. Does the single thrush

am sending vary from the description of the Bitu Lewvu birdg It seems
to me that we already have four kinds of shrike instead of one. Where
was L. Pacifica(7) described from? I saw a s ingle white-chinned petrel
at sea but got none, nor the asestrelata I expected, nesting at Kandavu.
We secured a series of wedge-tailed shearwaters from off Kandawvu and
gave six to Aoting Secretary of Agriculture here to forward to the
British Museum, as they "feel certain P. cuneatus" (Salvins shearwater)
does not occur in Fiji.

The labels and a box of 500 aux shells came to hand by the last
boat. Luckily an overlooked box of shells came to light yesterday on
the boat, so we will be fixed for a while, when your shipment arrives.

A letter of credit should reach me by the first of March as funds
will be low by that time, at the present rate of disbursement.

We should be through here in March, I tplnk. but if the 'France' is
laid up a few weeks, we will not start out from here until the first of

April as March is a bad hurricane month. I wrote you last month asking
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about our future movements. We are leaving this morning for the small

islands northeast of Taviuni.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) R. H. Beck.
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Suva, fiji Islands,

December 26, 1924.

Dear Doctor Murphy: -
we

Your letter of October 20 is just at hand as arrive
from the northern part of Fiji Islands and the copy of the cable
is the first notice I have of delayed ammunition. I inquired
about it at the cable office which informed me that they had ask-
ed the postoffice for my address and were told that I was at sea,
80 nothing further was done. The box has arrived, however, I am
told, but I am leaving it in bond to save heavy duties, in the
event of our not using this ammuntion in Fiji.

I had expected to send most of the specimens on hand by this
steamer, but everything!in Suva is shut up from Thursday until
Monday on account of the holidays. I am, however, mailing four
small boxes, with 2 few birds and eggs, which contain specimens of
most of the species takeh. The birds I gave to the Samoan Governor
went to New Zealand On: the last ste;mor. to be mounted and I am
told that there was one new species in the lot. As it happened,
Correia attended to shipping the birds on our arrival here and mis-
sed the box contéining my take at Upola, but it went on the last
steamer and is in your hands now. I think that I mailed you a
specimen of the newt species which was a highland form.

We leave shortly for Yasawa group and thon have the ivo large
islands to do, but we shall likely have to stay here wmtil April 1,

as March is the worst month for hurricanes. Have you any particulars




as to where at Kandavu the white-chimmed petrel nested in 18707 If
we stay here until April and then go to Tonga, I shall likely stop at
Kandavu to look for nesting Pterodroma, due there at that time. We
got no tubinares on the last trip but saw a few scattering at sea
and had no chance to bag them. I wrote by the last mail for advicé
as to future movements. I might let Correia run up to Rotuman and
Horne Islands while I finish here, or start to Tonga if you think
them important. They have a few birds, I see, but when birds are

not abundant, Gorreia seemingly can not find the small species. For
instance, on the last island, Koro, he saw no thrushes nor thick-
heads, while I collected twenty or so of each. He works hard enough
on board at skimming, but land bird collecting is not his forte. I'
have received a new provisional register for the 'France' from the
Apia consul. Also have the Notes on birds which are very interesting.
Please give a short deseription of Lessons flycatcher. I do not kmow
it and it is recorded from a lot of islande I have visited. I do not
think that we have encountered it yet, at least not to know it.

I have seen only the one common rail, but have a few undescrib-
ed forms of other birds as you will note from the mailed matter, pro-
bably. Is Ovalau thrush different from the Koro bdirdt Iy female
thickhead from Ovalau is different from other females but a series
might show a likeness. I assume that males have the most striking
points of difference. Is the common femsle cuckoo the'.same color as
the male or has it two plumages? I have one female that is similar
to the males, but other females are barred.

I wrote you the last time from Suva, asking you to send the in-

surance premium to Johnson and Higgins, for 1925; and to have a




letter of credit here by March 1, 19256. We got part of the cost of

the anchor and chains back from the insurance company.
Sincerely yours,

(signed) R. H. Beck.
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suva, Fiji,

March 5, 1925.

Dear Mr. Schwarz:-

Your letter and package of separates of Doctor Murphy's
article in the Museum Jowrnal came safely to hand and I thank you for
them. They are just what will be useful out here in explaining our
work and I have placed several already.

When Fiji is finished andl have time it may be that I can
write a few lines on this region and you may want to combine it with
the Samoan notes. The magazine is furnished with excellent material,
judging by recent numbers and my literary attempts would in some ways
detract from its high level.

Very sincerely,

(Signed) R. H. Beck.




Suva, Fiji,

March 5, 1925.

Dear Doctor Murphy:-
Your letter of November 25 is at hand, and the letter of
credit, with the pamphlets is also in our care.

The write-up is most satisfactory and I have already passed out
several of the separates to interested patties.

The check for the National Yeographic pictures is most heartily
appreciated and I must congratulate you upon your success in getting
them to so materially advance their first offer.

I am glad to hear that the Papeete birds were received in good
shape, and that the Governor seems pleased with them. I shall wiite
a friend there soon and learn what he has to say about them.

The pound has advanced quite a bit lately and one-thousand dol-
dollars yields a few shillings less than two-hundred pounds. I priced
some tapa similar to the pieces I sent and the price was ten shil-
lings each. Those I sent were secured for a lot less than that, be-
cause I bought them direct from natives on the outer islands. We
are now through with the outside islands and I doubt if I get much
chance to secure more at the low prices. I doubt if you would want
to pay two dollars and a half for small pieces. Tonga may have some
good designs, from what I have heard.

I hope to hear, by the next steamer, regarding our future move-
ments. We are mow waiting to get into drydock and may not. for a
month as several boats are ghead of us. This is the last hurricane

month and Agril should see us away from here; whether to go up to
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Rotumah, or send Correia while I do the top of this island depends
upon the next mail. We took a chance going out to the Yasawas in
January but had the good fortune to miss heavy weather. Three times
we ran onto reefs, but always at low tide and we got off in a few
hours, undamaged, I think.

I have sent you by mail specimens of most of the species collect-
ed recently. It is cheaper than freight, but only small parcels are
accepted by post. I regret that we secured only one species of
tubinares in this group. I saw other, scattered ones dbut had no
chance to bag them as their appearance was too casual and they were
not settled in one spot. I may get one or two more even yet.

Yaswa Island gave us & thrush at sea level, most unexpected, and
I think we picked up few other unrecorded birds. Will forward every-
thing by the next steamer on the 20th.

Sincerely yours,
(Slgned) R. H. Beck.

P. S. The Peruvian greeting card brought back pleasant memories to

both of us and we trust you and your family enjoyed your trip.
Re. H. B.
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Suva, Fiji,

March 16, 1925.

Dear Voctor Murphy:-

I have just mailed three small boxes of birds and will
ship seven more by freight next Friday. In one big box, I laid a
half dozen tapa cloths for you which cost five dollars and 50 cents
ans per enclosed bill. I may dig up a few more before we lezve, but
these are all that I ,have seen at less than ten shillings each.

I just learned that the engineer soldered up a half-dozen chick-
en heads in a small tin, and then placed it in one of the gasoline
tins instead of lezving it out for me to send direct. When you open
up the pickled material, you might send the small tin tocDoctor
J. R. Slonaker, Stanford University, Palo Alto, “alifornia. He is
working up some of Loctor Casey Wood's material and wanted me to
send him wild chicken heads for a study of the eyes.

In the statement this month there is a receipt from Correia
for $179.00 which he has received from me the past year amnd which
the Museum should deduct from his salary. I presume he will write
you regarding it.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) R. H. Beck.




Suva, F1J1,

April 17, 1925.

Dear Doctor Murphy:-

I enclose a short account of the birds of the FiJi with
this, and a few photos with captions that the editor of Natural
History might care to use if he runs short of material,and I am
enclosing, too, statement and bills as I sent the 'France' out
this morning to visit Horme, Wallis and Rotumah Islands, north of
Fij1 a couple of hundred miles.

Registered mail closes in leas than a half hour so I will

take this to the office and write you more fully in an hour.

Sincerely,

(Sig‘ned) R. H. Beclk.
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Suva, Fiji,

April 17, 1925.

Dear Doctor Murphy: -
The France got away today for the small French is-
lands north of #1ji and will call at Rotumah, before retwning.

We had to wait in Suva six weeks before getting on the slip
but it was the worst part of the year and safer than going out to
sea while hurricanes were due. I had Correia (@0 Ovalau during
March, trying for thrushes and thickheads. He got several thicky
heads but the thrushes eluded him. I may stop off there a few days
to have another try at them though I am not sure but they are they
same as Koro birds. This island has a slight difference in the
thrushes and I am hoping to get a small series next week when we get
up to 2500 feet on the other side of the isiand. I picked up two
going out from Suva a few miles but the higher country lhonlp.
yield more.

1 am hoping to find a duck-hawk before we leave Fiji for good
though I have seen but one during our stay so far. I am afraid the
tree duck is gone though it was well mown thirty years ago, that is,
if the bird which is known as the whistler was it.

It may be that I shall ;u.ka a journey into the interior from
this side of the island but first I shall try the high land on the
west side. Correia will not be back much before June 1, by which
time I hope to be in Tonga where I have permission to collect.

I wrote you in October, asking 1f you had any information on

Tonga, or what plans if Tonga is still barred. I assume that the
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letter failed to reach you, as it should have arrived before you
left for South America.

I expect to go over and see the Premier the last of May, as
1 am more apt to secure a permit after a personal explanation
than by a written request.

Correia has been laid up for the last two weeks with a boil
and is not in as good health as when he came down. Both he and his
wife a change from the tropics and from bird skinning for six
nonths or so.

If there is no likelihood of our returning to Tahiti, I think
I shall exchange the francs still there, which have been left for
a better rate. I shall probably cable you in a few days for credit
to be sent in time to catch today's steamer at Vancouver, before
she returns.

I doubt whether we see for-a moath your mail which is due
next week, as we are going to the mountains. We can not answer
your letters for three weeks after receiving them here, and it may
be still longer from Tonga, as a monthly service connects Tonga
and Fijie

Did you go to the A, 0. U. meeting last fallg If so, what
did you think of Belcher's drawings or watercolors of Fiji birdst
I understand that there were a few exhibited there. I have let
him have a number of species to copy. 4 few of them are still un-
described, but he will not show them, I think, until you have pase-

ed on the lot sent to you.




If you saw the paintings have you an idea of the value of
any one of them? He wants to go to America and try his hand
there, but I do not imow whether he would get much in the paint-

ing line.

Sincerely,

(8igned) R. H. Beck.

4 |
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(1) The lesser frigate nests practically on the ground, differing

in this respect from the birds of French Oceanie where the nests are
placed in bushes. The black-plumaged male bird is as solicitous in
the care of the egg or the newly-hatched young 2s is the white-breast-
ed female. After the young birds are a few days o0ld both parents

spend most of their time at sea hunting food.

(2) Young red-footed boobies like to roost in company with their kind
and one will usually ‘find,on an island where they live, a few trees

decorated with groups of them as shown above.

(3) The common bBooby in Fiji, contrary to the habits of the race in
Eastern Polynesia, seems not averse to having a close-up picture of
itself and family taken. Standing proudly erect at the back of the

nest it simply invites the photographer to do his best.

(4) On some small islands in Fiji the noddy tern lays its egg on
the bare rock and decorates its nest with bits of coral or pieces

of sea shells. On Wailagilala Island it nests in tall cocoanut

trees near the lighthouse.

(5) The lesser noddy terns nest in hundreds on certain of the small
islets of Fiji, some trees holding twenty or thirty nests, all of

which contain but a single egg or young bird.

(6) The black-naped tern lays its egg on the ground, and the young

birds when half-grown, are able to hide themselves quite cleverly in

the short grass.

(7) The bridled tern in Fiji, usually locates its nest under a rock
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where the searching eyes of hawks cannot see it. The color of the

downy young blends admirably with the color of the rocks on which it

tries to hide.

(8) While the majority of nesting red-footed boobies in Fiji are

white, one frequently sees a gray plumaged bird incubating an egg.

(9) While the other Fijian terns lay, as a rule, but a single egg,
the black-naped tern's nest will usually be found to contain two
eggs. OSometimes a grassy spot will be chosen and at other times a

barren rock or a low sand cay will hold the eggs of the species.

(10) The several species of fruit doves in Fiji build their nests
usually near the end of a slender limb, in the thick forest. The
single egg can often be seen from below. The nest pictured above

contains more material than many nests that we saw.

(11) The ground dove often hunts a thicket in which to place its
nest, and two eggs is the complement as a rule. Though it feeds
principally on the ground the nest is located several feet above
the ground and to this circumstance it owes its continued exist-

ence on those islands where the mongoose ranges

(12) The cheerful little gray fantail builds & snug nest in the
erotch of small bushes or young trees, adorning it on the outside

with bits of white cocoons. This one was less than six feet from

a well-traveled trail.

(13) The common booby on Latei Viti Island often uses pleces of

snake




(13) The common boodby on Latei Viti Island often uses pleces
of snake skin to line its nest. These sea snakes are sluggish and
are found resting in holes in the rocky island, a few feet dbove

gsea level

(14) Sometimes a chief brought on board a party to favor us with
a meke. This Fijian dance is rendered while the performers are

seated and when they are experts the dance 1s well worth seeinge




Suva, Fiji,

June 5, 19265.

Dear Doctor Murphy:-
Correia got back last Saturday from Wallis, Horne,
Fotuna and Eotumah Islands with a good representation of the land

birds, with the exception of the shrike from Hornme and Fotuna, which

appears to be different from the Fiji bird. He got only two of them.

Last night the France left for Tonga, via Kandawu and five
small islands east of Kandavu. I expect to reach Tonga a couple of
days before the France does, and hope of course to get permission
to collest there, if possible mail by the next boat does not alter
that plan.

There is a possibility that the tree duck still exists though
I do not place too much faith in the reports. Also a chief, the
owner of a small nearby island, reports the sasa still alive on
nis island. I expect to visit the tw localities before leaving.

Nandarivatu, on the other side of this jisland, and 2,500 feet
above sea level, proved a good collecting ground, although it rain-
every day but two of the fifteen collecting days. I found the
small paroquet there and secured a few specimens. These were all
tacen from the tops of forest trees and were very difficult to see
on ascount of intervening foliage. The continual rains prevented
me from visiting the high peak of Viti Lewa, some eight miles from
the station, but I collected at 3,000 feet and above and rather

doubt if other unkmown species reside there for the ranges I worked

) |
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run along to the high point and the slopes are graduasl. The paro-
quet was the only bird that was not seen within ten miles of Suva.
Kleinschmidt’s finch was encountered at intervals, but singly, and
it appears to be a bird of the heavy forest while the common fire-
tail finch is a frequenter of the open sections, and is found often
in rice fields.

The strawberry finch, commonly seen in bird stores in 4America
is here in small flocks and I have seen a dozen specimens of the
Java sparrow but do not kmow whether I shall have the luck to bag
one. Belcher got one some time back. In the sugar district on the
other side of the island, another minah is common, feeding with
the common species. Seven years ago five doves were liberated here
in Suva and I opine that they number over three hundred now. I
counted nineteen on the lawn of the high school one evening, and col-
lected two of them. The Liberator of the doves turned loose, twenty-
two years ago, & number of birds, among them the strawberry finches.
Mr. Reimschneider is his name.

I have mailed six amall boxes of birds, and will mail one more
tomorrow, all to catch a steamer next week. I induced “orreia to

put his notes in English some time back and am sending them all, wp

to date, byithis mail.

Sincerely yours,

(8igned) R, H. Becik.
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Suva, Fiji,

June 12, 19256.

Dear “octor Murphy: -

I enclose a few notes written out by a settler here,
brother of the editor of the Fiji Times and Herald which may be of
interest to some of the Museum staff. Also send the reporters':ideas
of the birds of Fiji as deduced from the specimens on the France.

Your letter of last November still remains the latest.

Sincerely,

(Signed) R. H. Beck.




Suva, Fiji,

September 3, 1925.

Dear Doctor Murphy:-

Your letter of November 26 last still remains the
last communication I have had from you, so I have just sent a
cable asking for light on expedition matters. I note by the
President's report that Japan has acted favorably on Whitney
Expedition suggestions, but as Japanese mandate Islands are not
very well supplied with birds from what I have gathered, I am
not sure whether you contemplate visiting them.

I now assume that the mail has miscarried somewhere and that
it is possible that we shall hear from you next week. If the
expedition is to continue there are various things to be obtained
from 3an ¥pancisco. I came in Monday just in time to cateh a
steamer north, but no news from you leaves us in the same quandary
as before.

Another steamer is going north in three weeks and I shall

be baeck in, sbout six weeks later. I enclose bills.

Very sincerely yours,

(8igned) RE. H. Beck.

»
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he elusive ability of the Honorable Harry Payne
Whitney in so successfully evading the signing of his name on
another dotted line is, I take it, the cause of your wnwilling-

ss to infliect upon us a screed in which nothing of certainty is

How different are the pronouncements of ome of the lesser
employees of the worthy gentleman before ment ioned.

Friday night came to me Mr. Jose G. Correia with the untima-

tum, "If you take the captain on the next t#ip, I do not to. I am
through.”

I smiled as he held forth on the subject, as I do now. HOW-
ever, without effort on my pert, the ultimatum was retracted the
next day. We are, of course, awalting with considersble interest
the final results of the pursuit of the wherewithal to ensble the

expedition to proceed, and I anticipate a cable this wekk as to

the ultimate fete of the quest.

I assumed from your letter of May last to Correia that by
July first, last, you would certalnly kmow whether further finds
would be provided. That premature assunption accounted for our
arrival here three weeks ago. As 8300m &8 definite word is re-

ceived we will act. The Westeran High Commission, the Tongan

Government, as well as various influential merchants of the South
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racific are interested if the various
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1 France is for sale, as has n broadcasted by the garrulous
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enclose a few notes of Tongan birdlife but .did not gat

Fo

h satisfactory meterial for illustrating.it.

e

Sincerely,

(Signed) Rollo H. Beck.




Suva, Fiji

October 1, 1925.

Dear Doctor Murphy:-

Your letter of July 31 came to hand today, just
a month after I expected to receive it. Your cable a few days
ago saying that support for three years more was provided arriv-
ed the day after the northbound steamer left, so I spent about
thirty dollars cabling to San Francisco for material, most of
which is not obtainable here.

I cabled to Sydney today for charts of New Hebrides which
should carry us until a supply can be received from Washington.
British charts are much more expensive than American. Please
order from the Navy lepartment, Washington, all available
charts of New Caledonia, Loyalty, and Solomon Islands, and of
any other region you wish us to visit; also, charts of any out-
lying islands in the Indian Ocean which we may expect to encount-
er. Send these to Noumea, New Caledonia, care American Comsul
(1f there is one stationed there).

As it is the begimning of a new era in the Whitney South
Sea fxpedition, I think that I should divulge some thoughts
that I have had for some time. If ocean work is contemplated,
Correia is useless} As I intimated some time back, he cammot
work while sailing and even once or twice at anchorage has found
the motion too much for him. On the five-hundred-fon 7 brig
'Daisy’, he says that he suffered very little from headaches

caused by the gyrations of the vessel, but the 'France' certain-

aA
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ly works his undoing, if there is much rolling.

Correia's partial deafness interferes with his land bird
collecting, especially the rarer species. The most common and
easily-seen birds he gets in abundance. Islands best suited to
his ability are Laysan, Christmas, and probably, South Georgia;
but he does not show up well on rough islands where some very
secretive birds are found. His work on board ship when at an-
chor is satisfactory, but when it is necessary to lay to in a
breeze he is not on hand for very long.

Since the first of July the weather has been pleasant most
of the time, with little and although we worked strenuously while
in Tongan waters, we have not worked over half the time during
the whole period. The hot season now appro.cﬁtng will not bo:’
conducive to better health. |

I cabled a few days ego that Correia was going to San Fran-
cisco for a vacation. He thought that a tem-days' stop there,
and seeing his doughter who would come from New Bedford to see
him would be a satisfactory arrangement if he asked no salary
during his absence from the 'France’.

When I found, by figuring it out, that the cost to the Mseum
would be sbout eleven humdred dollars for fares for Uorreia and
his wife before they should rejoin the 'France' somewhere in the
Hebrides about the first of January, I concluded that it would be
preferable to raise his salary to $126.00. So that is what I
have dome. From the standpoint of dollars and cents, I can get
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birds cheaper with native help than with such high-priced assis-
tance. I doubt Correia's ability to carry on efficiently alone
for six months should my services for any reason terminate. Con-
ditions in New Hebrides and beyond are quite likely to hasten
him to-the decision that work in the United States is preferable
to that of a bird collector in this region.

As to Mrs. Correia; she helped us on many occasions while at
good anchorages, when there was a large number of birds on hand.
The heat of the lamp in the warm season sometimes deters her from
working. 3She has not worked at sea, and as she does not read
much, life on board the 'France' is extremely dull for her at
times. She has helped Correia string about a thousand labels,
and I have paid her about fifty dollars for her work at bird skin-
ning. If we should do a lot of islands with a good variety of
birds her services would be valuable. They will not last three
years longer, unless, perhaps, with an extended vacation, and
Mrs. Beck has declared that three yearz"lcmgor than we may be ex-
pected to remain under present conditions.

As I told Doctor Sanford, when last in New York, if Mrs. Beck
and I could be together we could prodably remain for a longer
period., but we now begin the fresh engagement with my leaving her
for three or four months, and with similar prob&biliti‘. M.
This state of affairs is not satisfactory to either of us. If
Correia were a better sailor, and island collector I could ar-
range things differentlyj 0r, if he were contented with his
situation and liable to stay to the "bitt'ortondl.".. I could send
hin to New Zealand with Mrs. Seck, mdipigk him up in a _oqq:lo
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of months. But, as I said, conditions may be so 1little to his
liking that he will quit and then the cost of his vacation is

wasted. If your next letter arrives by the boat on the 15th. the

T ————————

mat ter may seem more clear.

The 'France' could cross the Indian Ocean alright, dbut I do
not think that I shofld care to take her on the New York from
Cape Town, for Mrs. Beck strongly desires my company on at least
a part of the voyage homeward.

Did not the Cleveland outfit get a satisfactory collection
from that region?

By Jove! That was a piece of nerve for the British Museun
people to describe and name Whitney Expeditions specimens with-
out so much as a "by yowr leave", and coming from such a source,
it is a decided shock to me.

As you had advised me to give a few specimens to local people
when occasion seemed to demand it, I thought it advisable in the
case of the shearwaters, since the Secretary of Agriculture ask-
ed specially for them. I thought _it particularly diplomatic at
the time, for he had written me at an outlying island asking me
| to forward him information whenever I completed our alloted ten
or twenty specimens of each species. I later saw him personally
and explained the work of writing the hundred and twenty or so
letters this procedure would require, and that it really was not
necessary. He became more amenable, which state of mind the

shearwaters helped to bring about, I believe.

The present Secresary of 4griculture, Doctor Tothill, seems

cordial. He is a Canadian, and has 4mericen training. I have
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given him a number of specimens of land birds from this island.
Had he been here upon our arrival, undoubtedly I should have had
my offer of a set of Fiji birds to the local museum accepted. I
trust that the reported new bird from Samoa has not been des-
cribed in New Zealand before you get to it. I wrote you of it a
long time ago.

I sent Correia into the interior yesterday to look into the
shearwater question, and to try for a duck hawk. Both are re-
ported to have occurred at the place to which he is going. It
started to rain last night, and he could not have gotten far. If
the rain continues for & week I am in for a hard luck story upon
his return. Mrs. “Yorreia is with us here in the hotel.

It is unfortunate for all hands concerned that Correia is
not better equipped for the strenuous work which seems necessary
to an outfit of this character. Both Correia and his wife have
plenty of sense in many ways, and seem to have bucked up with
the thought of going home in a few months more, or a year at the
outside, unless an extended vacation is provided. Since I began
this letter a trip to New Zealand for them appears more clearly
on the horizon, but it will not be definitely decided before the
fifteenth, when the mail arrives, or at least is due.

We shall be in need of aux shells in three or four months,
and it is probably best to sent us ten thousand at Sydney, care of
Burns Philp and Co. I shall arrange for them to forward the shells
to us, probably at Noumea, for our stock om hand should see us
through New Hebrides. I expect to break in amother young man to
hunt and skin birds, and if birds are plentiful a thousand shells

may be used, and as it takes months for material to reach us, a
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good supply should come.

You should write rather fully regarding the regions you want
worked. I am told that fever is bad in places in the Solomons and
New Guineas; also, that inhabitants are not as gentle as they are
in Fiji. I shall likely skip some islands for I am not desirous of
having my own head, nor those of my crew, adorn any of these moun-
tain villages. As I shall not know four months in advance where I
may be found, communication is going to be nearly as infrequent as
during the last ten months when but a single letter from you reach-
ed me.

1 am having & couple of new sails made, and the coppering done.
Had the voyage terminated here, I could have secured a good price
for the 'France', I think, for a tentative offer for nearly as much
as she cost was made. There were eight different inguiries regard-
ing her, from firms or governments.

I am mailing a package containing films and notes and hope that
it goes through safely as many of the films have not been printed.

I enclose a list of most of the films but probably something will be
missing, for records get mislaid you imow.

Please forward charts and ten thousand sux shells immediately
as some of the steamers make a trip only every five weeks to the out-
er groups, and just what comnections they make at Sydney, Australia
we do not know here.

Sincerely,
(Signed) Rollo H. Beck

P. 3. One-hundred letterheads might come in handy before we finish,

for quite a little is used in the course of the year.




Suva, Fiji,

October 3, 1925.

Dear Doctor Murphy:-

After figuring a little last night on necessi-
ties with which to start out for New Hebrides and other islands
in that quarter, it seems likely that I shall need more money
than will remain from the five-thousand dollars cabled for recent-
ly. Notice of the four-thousand dollars sent here came to me the
day after I cabled you.

I am sending eight-hundred dollars to San Francisco for am-
munition, guns, and other supplies. Five-hundred dollars or 8o
for sails, one-thousand dollars for coppering, five-hundred dol-
lars to Mrs. Beck, one-thousand dollars for gasoline and other
supplies, so I do not think the remainder will be sufficient for
many months longer.

A letter of credit addressed to the care of Mrs. R.H.Beck,
Central Hotel, Auckland, New Zealand,will probably be the best
way to send it. If I teke a trip off New Zealand, I shall like-
ly stop at Auckland as the captain's family is there and he
wants to see them. The present summer season seems the best time
to go.

I believe it would be decidedly beneficial for Correia to
spend & couple of months in New Zealand if he can forego the

$260.00 salary for that time. If he makes the sea trip he will

':/ ﬂ
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not be in shape to work hard in the tropics for he eats little
when sailing, and is not refreshed by the voyage as one might
expect .

Credit sent to the bank, or elsewhere, here, has to pay ex-
change rate; them the next place demands exchange even when I car-
ry pounds. Samoa, Tonga, Fiji, and islands farther south all
charge exchange on the pounds of each country. Mrs. Beck will
keep in closer touch with me than can the Museum and she will

likely go to Noumea when I have the New Hebrides out of the way.

Sincerely yours,

(8igned) Rollo H. Beck.
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Suva, Fiji

October 12, 1925.

Dear Doctor Murphy: -

A boat goes north today three days before the one
coming south. I should have a letter from you on the 15th as you
cabled on the 21st of last month and the mail left San Francisco
on the 29th. Am thinking strongly of letting Correia spend the
next two months in New Zealand while I work offshore.

If he will forego his salary until he joins again, it will be
the best thing to do. Giving him a chance to get a change of food
from the fare of the 'France', and living on shore in a cooler cli-
mate should put him in a lot better shape for the hot climate of
the islands.

I note in my last letter that I said he is "useless™ at sea.
This was a 1ittle too stromg. Practically useless would have been
nearer the truth. :

Moping about with his woebegone expression draws little sym-
pathy from anyone on board, and a change should brighten him up for
a time.

In addition to coppering and making new sails the engine was
overhauled as it has not been thoroughly done since we bought the
boat .

Had the govermnment inspector pass on the propeller as it shows
some rusting but good for awhile yet. Am getting Lloyde'agent to
give me a certificate as to the state of the vessel. He had inqui-
ries from two or three possible purchasers last month, one of them

h.nwuuounnudhrformrmucmm.ototh




October 12, 1926.
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Pacific Coast. I figured that the Tongan Govermment was the strong-
est aspirant.

The present plan is to run down to Kermedac Islands and then
possibly to Chatham Island, although I have to ldéok up pilot charts
first. It may be that the winds are too much west to make that a
profitable mark., Shall likely spend Christmas with iMrs. Beck in
Auckland and then go north again, but I need further study as to
l@rricanes in New Hebrides. They are in the hurricane belt and it
may be best to work New Caledonia until April when the hurricane
season is past. I am assuming that the governor of New Caledonia
¥nows nothing of our reasons for leaving Papeete but may be wrong
in that. By the way, the British Consul in Tonga wanted me to
give him a list of birds collected in Tonga. I have prepared one
and 1t wi1l in all likelihood find its way to the British Colonial
Office. I think I shall send to you first and you can mail it if
you think it harmless., Fifty birds of one kind may sound many to
certain officials, disregarding that fifty islands were worked to
obtain them. I sm expecting the High Commissiomer of Pascific back
here this week. If he arrives I may call on him as he is returning
from a visit to $he Solomons. He is a different man than the One

I saw when I came.

Sincerely,

(Signed) Rollo He. Beck.
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Suva, Fiji,

October 20, 1925.

Dear Doctor Marphy:-
Having decided to let Correia recuperate in

New Zealand while I make a short cruise after seabirds, a shortage

of funds seemed imminent so a cable was sent a couple of days ago

and the money asked for was here this evening. I amgetting away

tomorrow (today) for a two months' trip reaching Auckland probably

Just before Christmas.

Correia is willing to forego salary while in New Zealand az;d
the cost to the Museum will be very much less than had he gone to
San Francisco, as he first wished to do.

Two months in the cooler climate should prepart them for fresh
activity in the New Hebrides.

It would be well to write fully what you ‘omidnr the I-o-t
important points to work for I cannot say how long we may be able
to remain in the field., Contimued separation does not apgul in
the least to Mrs. Beck, and Correias think that next July will see
them headed for home. Correia had a rainy time of it in th hills.
He was given a young duck hawk by a priest at Namosi with the proviso
that it should not be killed. I am lmdiw. it to 3. We Gifford in
San Franciseo to forward to the New York Zoo as from the Museum and
you can make disposition as you see fit. It is the only apooi‘mn
we obsained in Fiji and we saw but three or four.

Hoping to have some tubinares before I write again,

Sincerely,

(Signed) Rollo. H. Beck.
(




October 20, 1925. After waiting a month and 20 days in Suva for orders,
provisions, etc., we got away this evening for the south, with
Auckland as a2 destination, and expect to reach there about December 23,
after doing a round of collecting on the ocean, north and east of
New Zealand.

I left Correia and his wife to go to New Zealand by steamer,
for a rest and vacation. As there was a northeast wind, we headed
to the north of Kandavu in order to pass the most southern islands
of Fiji, which Correia did not visit, because a strong breeze was
blowing when he left Ono Ilau.

October 28. Band on the end of the jibboom was carried away with
stays, letting flying Jjidb drop into the water. Decided to try to
anchor at Ono Ilau Island and repair if possible. Two or three
sooty shearwaters were seen during the day, headed southward, fly-
ing singly, and a small Bestrelata swung up astern. This was dark
gray on the back and blackish about the head. Omo Ilau Island is

7 or 8 miles away at dark.

October 23. Was aroused at daylight by the captain on deck, excited-
1y calling to the mate, "How are you going to get around?” Rushéngs
to and fro. I called to the engineer to start the engine, which

he was preparing to d, but the vessel drifted onto the reef before
he could get it started, held a minute or two and swang broadside

to the reef. When the engine started, I put the whell over, and the
vessel worked into deep water after bumping & few times. The false
keel was damaged as the rudder dropped down, so a couple of up-
rights were lashed to the wheal box and a crosspiece was rigged to
hold the rudder, and the steering was done with the tiller.

The reef is smooth on the lee side and extends far off the
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the island, so the mate did not notice how near we were. He was
probebly dozing and not paying attention to dbusiness. We headed
back to Suva to repair the damage.

October 24. Fair, northeast wind, and off Matuka Island at day-
break. 50 miles from Suva at 3 P, M.

October 30. Left Suva again with keel and rudder fixed. Neavy wind
from the east, so we double reefed the main and foresails, laying
under the south end of Kandavu during the night.

October 3l. We headed about to the south and saw several neglecta
shearwaters a few miles off; noted no cuneatus, but an occasional
griseus drifts past, southward bound.

November 1. A flock of 30 or so sooty shearwaters swing past,
southward bound, heading & little to the west of New Zealand. Do
they figure on the westerly winds which prevail in the latitude of
New Zealand? Omce in awhile a small nigripemnis (?) swings by,
headed usually southward, and not many neglecta recognized.

November 2. Seattering, single, sooty shearwaters were seen, always
heading southward. A yellowbilled tropic bird came up for & couple
of minutes.

November 3. Twenty or so sooty shearw:ters fishing for a few minutes
in the morning in a flock. A gularis shearwater was seem, and
several nigripennis (?) heading usually southward. There has been a
good wind since leaving. No ocalm. 260 miles or so south of HKandawa
Island.

November 4. Occasional shearwater seen, nearly all southbound. Nost

of them; sooty, but some nigripennis (%0 and gularis (7). Barometer

30.35 this morning--unusually high.
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Suva,-PFiji,

October 28, 1925.

Dear Doctor Murphy:;-

A week ago I wrote you just before leaving for a
cruise to New Zealand. Three days later we bumped on a reef at
Onoilau Island as we were going in to patch up a broken irom band
on the bowsprit which had given way during the night. Previous to
the break we were headking for an islet the most southern of Fiji,
which Correia had not gont to because the wind was strong when he
left Ono Ilam last June. A few bumps on the after part of the
keel kmocked off several inches of wood and threw the rudder out of
its shoe. We therefor had to come back to Suva steering with the
tiller as the wheel was out of commission. A couple of days in
drydock puts us in shape again, although I do not expect to reach
the islet headed for last time, for the wind was umisually favorable
last week. This is the fourth time we have scraped reefs and I con-
sider that we have been very lucky.

I don't think we will claim insurance as I hope the repairs

will not exceed $300.00. Next Year's rate might be decidedly high-

er if we present a claim. Did I ask you in the last lester to send
to Mr. R. 3. Hoyt of American Finance and Commerce Company, 150
California Street, San Francisco, the insurance for 1926, before
January 14, 1926, when the present policy expires? Please do so
if I did not mention it.

Correiasileave today for New Zealand where the cooler weather

should somewhat rejuvenate them.




Three months' wages and other expenses will pretty well eat up by
January, the remainder of the $6500.00 recently received and a
letter of credit mailed to me, care of American Consu}, Aunckland,
New Zealand, will be needed for 1926. I enclose bills up to last
week, and mailed a package of egg datas, and a box of birds which
cleans up our shelves in preparation for, I hope, tubinares.

Sincerely,

(Signed) Rollo H. Beck.

~J




Suva, Fiji,

October 29, 1925,

New York Zoological Park;-

New York. ront lemon
Gentlemen:; -

Through a friend, Mr. E. W. Gifford of California, I am
sending you a duck hawk from Fiji. This bird is the property of
the American Museum of Natural History and Doctor R. C. Murphy
of that Museum is at liberty to make any disposition of the bird
he desires.

Very truly yours,

"y 2

(Signed) Rollo H. Beck.
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Trip to New Zealand

November 4. 25' 27 8. 177' 34 E. First albatross seen at noon.

It swung about far to leeward, and away. A couple of sooty terns
and several cuneatus shearwaters were fishing over the ocean. A
couple of gularis and severzl neglecta, or some of the same colored,
shearwaters, possibly the smaller species, which we found with
neglecta on Ducie Island. A fair breeze, and we have made 120 miles
since yesterday, with mainsail reefed since leaving Suva.

November 5. 25' 40 S« 178' 43 E. A skua or jager was seen chas-
ing a bird some distance astern in the morning, & sooty tern passed
near at noon, an occasional neglecta, and one or two cuneatus shear-
waters passed by before c.)ne oclock. Light wind, and calm, but no
birds were seen to make it worth while to lower the boat. Ome bird
an hour, perhaps, seen on entire horizon, about noon-time. At three
P. M. an albatross came up and ate a couple of pieces of meat we
threw out, and then swung up when & shot turned him back, and he left
us. I presume it was a wandering. Calm for two or three hours, and
then 1ight wind in the afternoon. A bird anihour, cuneatus, or
neglecta. A couple of sooty shearwaters passed in the evening.

November 6. 37' 47 S 178' 156 E. Two birds seen before noon.

Calm and warm. Cuneatus, I think. A pari of sooty terns flew wast-

ward in the evening, and 3 or 4 shearwaters (neglecta) and a sooty

seen fishing.
November 7. 28' 07 8. 178' 26 E. Calm in the morning and I put
out in the boat for three hours, getting a neglecta, & nigripennis,

a couple of cuneatus shearwaters, and & couple of sooty terns. Mis-

sed a single passing gularis, and saw 2 single sooty shearwater.

Saw seversl cuneatus, one other nigripennis, and several sooty terms.
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Shearwaters were mostly coming from the eastward ;mere Bunday Island
lies, 200 miles away. A skua (7) flew to southward in the after-
noon, some distance from the ship, a couple of sooty terns flew to
southward in the P. M. Light wind from the west started at noon and
swung to the south by sunset.

November 8. 28' 14 8. 179' 17 E. Strong wind, so we double reefed
the sails during the day. A white-headed, trown-backed albatross
came up astern & couple of times, but not near the ship. Young
wandering(?)/ ocuneatus and neglecta shearwaters frequent.

November 9. 27' 31 S. 177' 14 W. Wind lighter, and we pulled out
of the reefs, heading about ENE. Several small white-breasted shear-
waters seen. Similar to, but smaller than obscuwrus, seemingly.

They flap their wings fast a few times, then sail. They do not try
to rise so high above the water as the other two species. A wander-
ing albatross came around in the P. M. and I shot him. 10 feet
measurement of spread wings. Few shearwaters in P. M. although
neglecta is still around frequently.

November 10. 29' 31 S. 177' 10 W. A blue-footed booby hanging
above 2 flock of shearwaters fishing. A light-backed shearwater,
size of neglecta, passed. Cervicalis, I presume. Also, a shearwater
the size of cunestus, a trifle heavier, with lighter bill, Parkinson8s,
I thought. A nigripennis, and a couple of obscurus type, too. A
wandering albatross came up and was bagged, & white-bellied was

also seen feeding. Island in sight at noon.

November 11, 1925. Put out the boat at daylight and got 3 obscurus,

and one nigripennis, as well as a couple of cuneatus and neglecta.

Several obsecurus seen at daylight, and 2 different albatrosses passed

at a distance of 10 miles west of the boat. Calm at noon, and the

engine was used to rum up to Herald Islands. A blue tern was seen




as we were nearing the isles. Cuneatus in small flocks on the water, 8?
when calm. Neglecta seen, singly, on the water,.4 miles out. Ashore
on outer island of Herald group, finding cuneatus, obscurus, and
nigripennis shearwaters in burrows, with blue-faced boobies in pairs
and nesting. Several red-tailed tropic birds flying about, in pink
plumage. A lot of grey ternlets were seen along the rocks, and
several paroquets were flying abont, and resting on the grass and
rocks. Found a couple of young obscurus in holes, but burrows of
all three kinds the same, and do not know which species will be
found in large holes, although some holes are too small for cuneatus.
A lesser noddy or two were seen. Went aboard at five oclock and
went in to lee of Meyers Island and anchored.

November 12. Left Hicks to finish up a few birds while I went
ashore on a small islet, got a couple of blue-faced boobies and dug
out a few shearwaters, catching them in a hat, and with sticks.

Also got a dozen gray terns which are ready to nest. A couple of
eggs were found in sheltered places in rocks along the shore. In
the P. M. I went to another islet close-by and found neglecta shear-
waters, in addition to other 3 species. Ome or two found on ground.
Lesser noddies with fresh eggs in small nests were in trees on hill-
side, and paroquets were tame, a number flying and lighting close.

A starling or two noticed, but wild. A hawk similsr to, if not

the same as in Fiji, seen over the hilltop.

November 13. Skinned birds in the forenmoon and in the P. M. went om
the island again and got more. Found one young nigripennis in hole,
and forgot to pick it up om return. Only one seen, and no eggs of
any except meglecta, & couple being found of this species. Season
just over for obscurus, and not yet started for the other 3. Wind

blows from west and we shifted to the other side of the island for




the night.

November 14. There was a gale at times during the night, and we
had but little sleep after 11 P. M. for the shift of wind rolls
us heavily and tails us to the rocks. At daylight, we raised the
anchor and moved over 2 miles to Sunday Island in lee. I went
ashore and found kingfishers, two thrushes, a blackbird. A star-
ling was also present. Neglecta shearwaters are abumndant, flying,
and calling all day. Nests are seen out in the open alongside the
goat trails, by tree roots, and even along the beach at the foot
of cliffs in the shelter of low bushes. Nesting is just beginning
as 8 or 10 eggs seen are fresh. Cuneatus shearwaters have many
burrows in open places near the shore, under trees. Orange trees,
laden with fruit, and a couple of tangerine trees also with fruit,
dead ripe. A few bananas and lemons also, as well as taro(?) Goat
trails everywhere. The surf is heavy on the beach where I landed
and I had to walk a mile to a sheltered cove where deep water came
to the rocks. Got a couple of goats at 20 or so yards, on the
beach, with No. 7 shot, in the 20-guage. Hurricanes strike here
sometimes for many old trees are uprooted on the ridge, and on one
hilltop most of the trees are razed.

November 15. Sunday, aboard ship. A strong wind from W S W.
Neglecta shearwaters, and some cuneatus seen over the island, and
at 4 P. M. dozens are winging in from the ocean to sail over the
treetops, calling to their mates as they wheel back and forth. They
often call from the ground, especially if another ome comes near

them, and one on an egg called when another, nearby, sang out.




Sunday Island, Kermadec Islands.
November 16, 1925. Went along to the west and found a building
fallen to pieces, a couple of peach trees with fruit ripening,
bananas plenty, and oranges. Kingfishers very few, of which I got
one. Thrushes hard to get as they are wild. Whitechins common
and thrushes common, alsoy=both kinds. Found a nest with four eggs
of a smaller thrush, 8 feet up in a small forest tree.
November 17. Climbed hill again and saw a lake below, but the crater-
like sides prevent reaching it without much time and travel. Could
see no birds other than shearwaters near it. Found another nest of
thrush in similar location. Birds flushed both times and did not
come near while I was at nest. Male joined female at a distance
from the nest wvhile I was watching. Red-tailed tropics fly along
the cliffs, but seemingly go to sea again.
November 18, Went ashore to get some taro of which there was plenty,
and a couple of goats. Surf was bad, and in trying to get off the
beach, the boat filled with water and swept onto the beach. Camera
swept out of boat (Ica) and lost. I was swept off my feet and was
submerged for a few seconds, but managed to hold onto the boat.
The second attempt, after clearing the boat of sand and water, suc-

ceeded, although the boat was half full of water until we got out-

side of the breakers. It was lucky that irs. Correia was not there

or the situation might have been more serious. Went out three miles
in amall boat .cftor supper, and got several petrels. As darkness
came om, got a cervacalis, and think I saw another. Back on board
at 8, just as the captain was getting ready to hoist anchor to go

out and look for me.
November 19. Light wind, and celm, so went outside 3 miles in ship




and saw a flock of shearwaters (obscurus) én the water. Shot a
dozen from the small boat, and got another cervacalis, the only
one seen during the day. Drifted out 2 mile or two and put out
small boat again, getting another dozen obscurus. Flock in oily
streak on the water. First time in streak where a lot of Portuguese
men~-o-war floating. At 5.30 started for Herald Islands 4 miles
away, stopped 2 miles off, fot out in small boat, and sent the ship
in to anchor. As sun set saw a petrel, and before too dark to shoot
got & dozen nigripemmis. As I was typing this, at 9.30, heard a
racket alongside my feet and, looking down, saw & petrel on the
floor. It came down through the open door and will make & good
specimen tomorrow. To resume------ cuneatus fly around my bird
bodies dumped out on the water in dozens, but I have sufficient of
those for this locality and do not shoot until petrels show upe
Only asfew meglecta, though dozens fly over Sunday Island, 5 miles
away.

November 20. Up on Herald and failed to find the dowmy nigripennis
I left the last time I was there. In a small hole in one of the
common trees, I decided there should be a paroquet nest, so 1 pok-
ed around and & bird appeared suddenly on & limb as if just out of
the nest. I did not see it crawl out, but got a hatchet brought
for this very purpose, and opening the limb twenty inches from the
opening, I spied 4 white eggs. 3 paroquets kept cal ling in trees
30 feet away and one 1lit overhead within reaching distance almost,
and silently watched me. Around the hillside, while looking for
petrel burrows, I heard a small squeaking and finally located a
young paroquet just fram the egg, lying onm the ground. Could see

no nest nearby, and possibly starlings took it from the nest as
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several were seen in the vicinity before I reached the spot. One
small petrel was umearthed from the burrow, 3 feet in. Seemingly,
a young bird ready to leave the nest. A couple of downy obscurus
and plenty of nigripennis unearthed. Lesser noddy terns sit close

on nests and one young, just hatched.

Meyer Island, Herald Islands.
November 20, continued. Six red-tailed trdpic birds were taken
on nests, but there were no eggs. These were under bushes and a
ledge near the top of the island, bdut uvoral‘othora were seen on
nests much lower down, and unapproachable for cliffs. A couple of
young gray terns were found, and a few eggs. Many birds about, and
I collected a dozen, hitting them with a stick as they hovered
about. A couple of hundred or more were fishing near the rocks
and schools of fish were also seen. Boys caught kingfish and cod
weighing 2 pounds, and more, apiece, and smaller fish, while wait-
ing an hour for me, near the rocks. Paroquets called low, and not
unpleasant. Quite different from Fiji birds. Call of nigripennis
is high and shrill.
November 21. Moved around Sunday to Denham Bay on the west side
and went ashore, leaving Hicks to work on birds. Went to top of
the island, and found several neglecta shearwaters on nests, and
eggs, but no sign of cervicalis.’ A colony of 10,000 or so sooty

terns nesting on beach above high-water line, amongst driftwood, and

a few up on grassy bank. Fresh eggs in majority. Nests in but ome

end of the colony had incubated eggs. Picked up a 1000 or so eggs
to eat and photographed a couple of hours. Birds tamest I have

seen, of several colonies visited. Many come at finger if poked at

L
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them. Others fly up and at one. Put my foot between a couple
15 inches apart on nests, and lifted dozens from eggs, with short
sticks, to examine egg for odd markings. Quarter of a mile long
and 50 yards wide would about cover the range of breeding colony.
A few straggling birds coming and going to colony and 20 seen fish-
ing in entrance to bay, as we entered, while on the beach over 10,000.
Probably 15,000 or more. Few goats here, and land birds common ex-
cept kingfishers of which I saw two and got one. A peach tree and
small old lemon tree seen, and home site, but north side has best
location for home. A hawk seen sailing along, followed by several
terns, and one white term seen, possibly a fairy. Collected several
terns and left with a light wind for Macauley Island at dark.
November 22. 8 miles off the island at dawn, light wind and calm
all night. Breeze starts at 9. Couple of gray terns and several
neglecta shearwaters seen. At one oclock two albatrosses came
around together, sailed back and forth a while and went off. Cune-
atus, nigripennis, and neglecta quite frequent. At 4 P. M. Macauley
Island was in sight &nd we took in the mainsail 25 miles off, as
the wind was astern, and we did not care to arrive before morning.
A glant fulmar flew around all the afternoonm, on the 19th, while
at anchor at Sunday Island., Coming off in boat he circled near and
I shot. Possibly, or probably, entrails of two dead goats on the
rocks gave enough odor to attract his attemtiom, but he did not ap-
proach the spot closely. Kept off a mile or less.

Possibly, presence of a couple of whales drew him. From

5 otlock until dark, nigripennis and cuneatus were common, working
toward Macauley Island 20 miles or less away. Few or none of

neglecta seen here. Wind light from N. W.
November 23. Good north wind in the morning, amd we went ashore at
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Macauley Island at 7 oclock. Gray terns were nesting at the base of
cliffs along shore and I found one young, as well as eggs. In the

shed with provisions for shipwrecked sailors was a paroquet standing

on the crates. He stayed a little while, a few feet from me and

then flew out. Paroquets were not common, but several were seen,
sometimes in pairs. They evidently nest in holes in the cafion. I

stood over a pair and watched one feed the other, those fed calling

a few times before starting to feed. They run about on the ground

quite lively and feed on fine seeds.

Macauley Island, Kermadec Islands.
November 23, continued. Blue-faced boobies were scattered over the
grassy slopes, sitting on eggs, in most cases. Red-tailed tropic
birds flew along the cliffs, in besutiful pink plumage. Skylarks(?)
sang cheerily as they flew about after one another, and starlings
were not uncommon 211 over the island. Cuneatus and nigripennis
shearwaters were seen entering holes of which hundreds were noticed
all over the island. Flocks of goats are everywhere and have eaten
grass closely near cliffs, but in the center of the island do not
seem to graze as elsewhere. Only 3 or 4 trees are in one cafion, and
these will soon be uprooted by goats climbing about them. Some ferns
were seen in gullies, and a couple of specimens collected. Shot four
goats and left at nyon for Curtis Islands, 20 miles south. At 4
oclock, passed between the two, but northerly wind prevented going

ashore. Cuneatus shearwaters were in flocks fishing and in small,

compact flocks, sitting on water, sometimes. Nigripennis were com-

mon but few neglecta seen. Gray and sooty terns evidently nest and

A little smoke or steam was seen arising

a few blue-faced boobles.
in three places in crater on largest island, before reaching the ise
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land, a small albatross was seen, sitting ahead and we got close
enough to shoot it before it flew out of range. A couple of parasitic
(?) Jagers were noticed, evidently fishing. Headed for L'Esperance
Rock, 60 miles south and laid to at midnight.

November 24. Rainy and foggy in the morning and did not see the
Island, so passed on. Cuneatus and nigripennis 2ll1 day, and a cou-
ple of ablatrosses one time came about, and in the evening one came
and was secured. A brown one was about also, probably a young one.
November 25. Heavy east wind and bad sea in A. M., and double reef-
ed sails, and lowered the mainsail at noon. Cuneatus seems to be

left astern but severazl neglecta about, and nigripennis.

33 3 and 178 W. White-shinned shearwaters common toward evening,
and occasional albatrosses.

November 26. DUouble reefed foresail, staysail and jib being only
sails used. Strong wind all day. %“hite-chinned and neglecta shear-
waters all day. One Suller's and many cooki, or similar. Several
albatrosses and I shot one in brown plumage. Albatrosses all wander-
ing. Whale seen spouting, but birds in air all the time, sailing
rapidly and saw none feeding.

November 27. Double reefed the foresail and staysail all day today.
Wind moderated at night. Wandering albatrosses about at one time,

end Hicks cought two on a hook, but many would sail over and look at
the bait, and would not stop. Buller's shearwaters common in even-
ing. Several about at once. Wnite-chinned, also frequent, and one
or two obscurus () Few cooki. Ome Buller's (?) Albatross for a
little while, with others. Sea rough and drifted 150 miles north-
eagt of Bast Cape of New Zealand. Wind S. W.

November 28, 24 S 179 W. Same amltordqi'nd liokc got two




more albatrosses in the morning when there were ten about at the same 9”
time. Buller's shearwaters and white-chinned common at times. A

single Buller's(?). Albatross came and nibdbled at bait, then sailed
around with the others. Glass 29.82 at 4 P. M. but weather looks

not bad. Wind all the time, but less than y sterday, and less sea.

A couple of neglecta shearwaters seen and a few small ones. Also a
gannet. 105 miles from &ast Cape which bears SSW of us.

November 26. 26 8§ 180 W. Albatrosses comaon, 6 pairs more at once,
about. Pale-billed shearwater; does not look like carmeipes; it is
more chunky. White-chinned, Buller's, obscurus, and a smell one,

perhaps a blue petrel, also a couple of petrels far astern. Weather
fine. Glass 29.88 at noon. Was 29.82 last night. Wind south.
Occasional neglecta appears.

Monday. November 30. 37 S. 180 W. Up and breadfast at 5.30, to

go out in boat, but wind increased so skinned a wandering albatross

and at 8.30 decided to go out. Staid out until 10.30, when the

wind grew strong, and the sea rough. 15 or so albatrosses came up

end 1it when I dumped a couple of bodies and refuse, with a little

0il. I got busy shooting shearwnters and rapidly drifted away from

them. Macroptera were common, but got a sooty, 4 Buller's,

? Parkinsons, a neglecta, and one carneipes, as well as four white-
faced petrels. A single obscurus was seen tut did not come up, nor

did any albatross, though one was about in the early morning. Shot
about 35 birds, or more, and only one albatross, although I might have
shot a dozen. In the P, M. there was 2 high wind, and in the evening,
albatrosses sailed about the ship. Light sometimes, and keep wings
high above their heads as do the macroptera when they stop to feed
astern. Double reefed foresail and staysail set, but rolled plenty,

although we took little water on board. Yesterday, a small land bird



flew about the ship and wanter to alight on the water, seemingly.
It did not come on the ship, but flew about 50 yards away. Finally,
it flew away. I believe it was a skylark. 80 miles away from land
and down wind from it, so little likelihood of getting back.
December 1. Opend with fresh wind and increased at 8 oclock.
Buller's shearwater does not rise as high nor as often in the strong
wind as does macroptera.

We stood in toward East Cape and at 2 P, M. were about
10 miles off. Wind lightened =md I put out in=a small boat for 3 hours,
getting several cooki (7). Several bullers, couple slender-billed
that came up to the bait and 1it were the only ones seen. A few sooty
passed and macroptera was perhaps most common. Buller's was also com-
mon. Most of the birds were headed up coast, perhaps to nest on is-
lands. 50 miles, more or less, or may have been headed up into next
wind. A couple of regia z2lbatrosses came along, flying low over the
water a couple of hours apart, and I shot them both. Most of the
wandering albatrosses seemed to be 2 bit farther out to sea, though
only 2 or 3 followed us this morning, when the wind was high for
awhile. White-faced petrels were common, all heading up to the north.
A few carneipes came along and were' captured, as well as one of two
Parkinson's. The single gularis that came past me was missed and a

single obscurus passed too far away to shoot. 4 single small tern

came up and was shot, and 2 booby was seen, headed shoreward, but did

not come near.

December 2. Skinned birds in the A. M. and after lunch skinned and

made up a wandering albatross. Then, about 2 oclock, I went out'in

the small boat until 5 oclock, getting two white-backed albatrosses,

2 bulleri, and one spectacled. Several immature wander ing came up,
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but I had too many other birds to take more today. 2 or 3 diving
petrels passed at a distance, and a couple of gularis or so passed,
of which I managed to shoot ome. Carneipes was the most common bird
this afternoon, though bulleri and macroptera were not rare. Few
cooki and sooty. 5 or 6 gannets passed in toward shore, and t'hree
were shot. 4 couple of Dominican gulls about in the A. M. and a
giant fulmar swung around in the evening. A single Wilson's petrel
came up to bait and was secured. White-faced petrels were common at
times, 3 or 4 being about at once, and then for twenty minutes or so,
none were seen. In a breeze they hold their wings stiff and propel
themselves by patting the water with both feet and sailing some yards,
repeating this as they quarter across the wind., Buller's keep, as a
rule, close to the surface of the water, sailing before a wave a good
part of the time. Macroptera rise and fall if the wind permits.
About 8 or 10 miles off East Cape we have been, yesterday and todays
Calm or light wind today, though we rolled badly this morning. Less
rolling this evening.

December 3, 38 S. 179 W. Calm in the morning and I staid aboard
all day, as the wind was strong in the P. M. In the morning, after

7 oclock, I skinned a vhite-faced petrel, a Wilson's petrel, the two
wandering albatrosses, and a Buller's albatross, though Hicks clean-
ed the skulls of the two wandering albatrosses, while I worked at
scraping the fat off of them. Ome was very fat. After moon I did
another Buller's and a black-browed, a couple of Buller's shearwaters
and a Parkinson's petrel and skeletonized a gennet, before the six
oclock eall for supper. Will now take it easy until morning, when,
if the wind 1s 1ight, I will go out for more, which reminds me that &

also sicinned, this morning, 2 guleris shearweter, finding it a very
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heavy, chunky-bodied bird in comparison with most of the other species.
They were rare here beside the others, though perhpas 4 were seen in
three hours, while in the boat yesterday. Seldom see 2 white-faced
petrel fr m the schooner, dbut with beait out, numbers come up, sometimes
three at once. The regia albatross mentioned in notes of December 1
is probably a wandering in more adult plumage, as I got two more yes-
terday, and saw two more. Rather odd, farther off-shore, I saw none
to recognize, with the white back and white tail. Shy albatross men-
tioned also was likely Buller's (7) as I decide now from Loomis' key.
December 4. Drifted a few miles south during the night and with a
fair gale blowing. Stood in to about 3 miles off Open Bay. Water
was & little smooth so I put out the boat for a half hour, but the
sea got shoppy and the wind increased, so I ¢zme aboard again. A cou-
ple of giant fulmars came up to the bait and both were taken. &m&l
Cominican gulls were about also, and one shot. Several gavia shear-
waters swung along and four were taken. They were not seen off 7 miles
and beyond. A couple of carneipes and a Buller's also taken, and
several white-faced petrels came up, dbut it was too windy to bother
with them. No albatrosses noticed close in shore here, though off
BEast Cape they were in to within 5 miles or so. Strong gale blowing
in P. M. Double reefed fove and staysail, so kept the vessel steady
and lose but little.

December 5. Strong wind all day and heading N. W. 6 albatrosses

about, part of the time. Ome spectacled(?) A single blue (7) petrel
seen to light on water a couple of minutes and then to fly away. The
Cook's are quite frequent here and dart about more than twice as fast

as the other species. They nearly all rise 20 or 30 feet above the

water and occasionally one rises to 100 feet.
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December 6. Lighter wind, and kept going, raising mainsail. Double-
reefed mainsail at 7 oclock. Few shearwaters of all kinds except
gavia about. Not sure of carneipes, but macropterus and Parkinson's
sure. 125 miles off islands of Hauriki Gulf.

December 7. The wind shifted to the S. W. this morning, but it was
too fresh to put out in the small boat. Birds about all day. Cooki
as common &8s any. A few Buller's keep close to the water, wing near-
ly touching at times and flying slowly, so it is necessary for them

to flap a few times in going over the crest of a wave. Black shear-
waters seldom flap, but rise and fall continually as a rule. QGooki

is much the fastest flier of the lot. Albatrosses occasionally ap-
pear, and we shot two. One had a bunch of pink feathers, new ones,

on the sides of the neck. One which I shot before also showed & trace,
1 believe.

December 8. About 34 S. 176 We Out at 5.30 as there was a light
wind, and got a dozen long-winged and a few Cook's, as well as two
wandering albatrosses. One was cought on a hook, from the ship. Out
again from 8 to 11 and got a few more. A couple of white-faced pet-

rels were secured and a single Buller's shearwaters were seen as

well as 4 gannets.
345 13 W

December 9. Light wind all day, and we worked on birds until 4
oclock. Did not finish making up my third wendering albatross be-
tween 8 and 12, but had much washing to do on it. Very few birds
about. Saw a couple of macroptera and a couple of Cook's and petrels.
In the evening a Buller's albatross was seen ahead. I think this is
the first Buller's, and others perhaps shy (Loomis' key does not make
clear to me as measurements, as I measure, are between

Seem to have at least 3 species, or four, perhaps, of small alba-




trosses out of 5 specimens. Probably necessary to run down to a
south end, or beygud the south end of New Zealand, and get a series.
Birds more scarce today than on any previous day, lately. 80 miles
or 80 off land. Wind shifted N N W and we are now heading toward
islands off the north end of New Zealand. 140 miles off 34 S 175 W.
December 10. About 10 miles off the Knight Islands and out with the
boat, getting 5 carneipes and a single Buller's. Gannets and carnei-
pes common, fishing. A blue petrel came along sometimes, and I shot
six before a squall drdve me aboard at 1l. At 12.30, after lunch,

we were in a smooth eddy with rough water outside. Saw a couple of
blue petrels, and went out in the boat for a couple of hours, getting
60 of them as they fed along a tide streak. A whale passed within a
few yards, while I sat in the boat and petrels came along the stresk
from both ways. Shot several times on orossing birds, and got both.
White-faced petrels were also common, and a single sooty, as well as
an obscurus came along and were bagged. Blue petrels sit on the
water and feed, reminding me of phalaropes in California, feeding.
An albvatross lit near me and another passed by. Carneipes was com=
mon, and when we neared the ioimdo in the evening a flock of many
Buller's arose from the sea, and other blno. petrels were seen. A red-
billed gull came up and was secured off the Knights.

December 1l. Anchored in Auckland harbor at noon. I saw a single
giant fulmar flying around in the bay as we entered. Finished up

73 birds of yesterday's collecting this morning at 11 oclock.
January 6, 1926. Left Auckland, and sailed about twenty miles to the

Noises Islands and anchored, seeing several white-faced petrels feed-
ing, after rounding the first point from Auckland. Found a small
group of mests om rocky point of island, and got 4 spotted shags, and
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2 couple of young common shags about the rocks. They are not nesting
now. Dominican gulls about, calling as if ready to nest. No nests
of petrels seen, nor of shearwaters, though rabbits are plentiful.
January 7. Went over to the small island astern of the Noises, and
find it covered with Pelagodroma nests, under the trees. Probably
thousands of nests, of a few dead leaves, in various distances and
above one another. 30 holes counted in a place 20 feet square. Ran
amongst the roots of trees and bushes, and under ferns also. A bird
turned loose runs along the ground with wings spread as on the sea.
Flew a few yards under the trees, them 1lit, hunting for a hole to

get into. Most of the eggs hatched, and but few being incubated.
Some young are partly feathered. A couple of white-breasted shags

on the rocks, and a Dominican gull nest seen with egg hatched (?7)

on rocky point. No macroptera. After dinner we sailed across to
gannet rocks off Waineke Island and went ashore for a ooupio of hours
photographing. Birds on young, and a few eggs. Only one egg seen

in nests. Somebody collected and broke a lot of eggs awhile back,

as there are a lot of shells below the nests. Brids are taﬁn and

one picked my hat when I got too close below it. A couple of young
were getting their feathers, but they were small, for the'-o.t_v?n-t.
The colony was on two rocks joined with low rocks. ¥There were a

100 or more pairs in the colony. Some nests were well made,of sea-
weed; others are only slight hollows in the soil, with little lj.ning.
Hit a few with a stick, to skin, and left at 5 oclock, for Takapunm
to go into Auckland, waiting for money to pay bills.

January 11. Got away at 2 P. M. in strong wind and stormy weather. A
giant fulmar petrel and a few Cook's, or whalebirds, seen inside the

Rangitoto beacon. Anchored a few miles outside the beason for the

night.
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Auckland, New Zealand

December 30, 1925. 4.30 Po M. Surrounded by a bunch of roughneck
sailors on the dock, asking that I go up and they would tend to me,
with Mrs. Beck sitting opposite me, and my owm sailors drumk, the
captain, with several drinks inside him and offering help which is
worse than useless.

Fighting talk from the youngest seilor, and the mate rol-
ling drunk, admitting his drunkenmness, and another drunk on the dock
nrgiﬁ/hm to come on the dock and fight. The crowd watches as I
separate the two. Mrs. Beck goes up to ask a policeman if he will
kindly come down and arrest the disturber of our peace, on the dock.
When she retwrns the disturber has cleared out.

A friendly Tongan lady comes aboard, knowing all the boys,
and helps to talk them into inaction. No, another scraps starts,
but this is quelled and the scrappiest sailor goes ashore. Ome man
is flat on the floor in the galley, another drifts into the fore-
castle, and the mate lies flat on the house, too drunk to arise.

B.30 P. M. Quiet aboard as the mate and one sallor are
asleep. Engineer and one sailor sober. The engineer goes ashore
and I hope he keeps sober, as he at times drinks heavily. "How in-
teresting a life!* says the public. Those close to me have valuable
advice from Mrs. Beck, Correia, Captain and on down the line. Just
how much longer I stay on the job is what I wonder.

December 31. Yo ho, and a bottle of ruml Various parts of the re-
paired exhaust pipe were put together at 2 P. M. and we were ready to
sail, but two sailors were missing. The repeired pipe develops 6
different leaks when the engine is finally started, but we leave the
wharf with water aboard, with two sailors missing, and go out into
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the stream and anchor. We take the pipe, with two sailors, and go
ashore, to the repalir shop. At 5 P. M. the pipe is repaired, says
the shop boss, and we take it aboard. The mate helps 'me, as the
other sailor has not returned with the two that left after lunch.

I am typing this as the engineer works at the pipe. It looks like
more shop work, and tomorrow is New Years, the next day (Saturday)
is a holiday, so there will be nothing doing for the next three days.
Most places have been shut up since Christmas and will be closed un-

til January 4 except some of the retail stores.




January 12. Up at 3,30 and had a light wind toward the sea. Wind
NNW. Few Buller's and carneipes,inside Tiri Tiri Island, feeding
and on the water. They sail close to the ship sometimes. Petrels
common, feeding astern of vessel. A few gulls about and a flock of
terns with gulls fishing near Rangitoto yesterday eveaing. One or
two gannets seen fishing. Went out with the boat for a half hour
before noon, and got a couple of Buller's, 7 carneipes, and a gavia
where gannets were fishing. Petrels were plenty, but I did not shoot
any. In the evening, at six oclock, dozens of petrels were feeding
all about, spots of white showing as they bobbed up and down behind
us with the sun shead. A couple of Cook's shearwaters were seen, but
no macroptera. Carneipes common between Titi Tiri and the mainland,
east. A few Buller's seen about also. Dominican gulls hang about

but no terns seen today. Gannets fly down the west side of the coast

toward gannet island, and an occasional lone bird seen about the gulf.

A light wind from the northwest permits of but slow progress. )
January 13. Outside Little Barrier Island in the A. M.,we started

the engine for an hour, in order to reach Moko Hinau Islands,and
anchored at Burgess Island, where the light house is. I met the keep=-
er and two helpers, who showed us about and went to 2 small island

two miles north, where an abundance of birds was present in November,
but where there are only a few sooty shearwaters nesting now. Caught

3 on eggs, and a single young diving petrel(?) was found, thin, and

probably left by the old birds. Over to another of the islands, and

saw holes, but mo birds. I went out in the boat after supper, and

shot a few of Buller's and carneipes off-shore. 4 Dominican gulls,

also. Up anchor at 4 A. M.

99
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January 14. Left with light wind which failed at 11 oclock, and we
started the engine going in order to reach outer Chicken Island,
where the light is. Found a carneipes on an egg, a few yards from
the light, under a flax plant. The hole was a couple of feet deep,

and along the edge.of the island,

Hen and Chicken Islands.
January 1l4. Found several z.msta of carneipes along the top of a cliff,
on the windward or ocean side of the island. Holes in 4 feet or more,
with a few small dry grass stems for lining. One had a good lining
and two eggs, but of different shapes, and one was likely a griseus
egg, from its shape. Some were along seams in the cliff, while others
ran under the falx plants, or a wiry grass, thick on top. Caught
4 dark lizards on the beach in washed-up seaweed, or kelp. A couple
of Cook's potrelo,ami a ooﬁplo of white-faced, shot off-shore, with
carneipes common, and near Chicken Islands was a flock of red-bil-
led gulls; fishing, and a flock at the islands yesterday. !hno
birds laid eggs this spring, dbut left them and did not raise young,
according to Mr. Fisher, the lighthouse keeper.

January 15. Ashore and found a young Dominican gull, with nest of

grass on the open beach. Got a log for firewood and went d?n to

innermost chicken, where I was ashore for a hour, finding a carnei-
pes on egg in nest, similar to those found yesterday. s"u-q nests

were found along the top of the ridge. Paroquets evidently had a

nest straight down in a hole in a tree, & few feet up from the ground.

Moved across to Hen Taranga Island and upon that to near top. Found
a few shearwater holes near the beach with iuto feathers about, m:.-

ly gavia (7). Near the top a few holes under flax and boulders, but




no birds were found. Parson birds abundant, and young males (%)

were trying to sing, everywhere. Several pigeons seen, and & nest
found, 10 feet up in a small tree. Bird flushed, and was not seen
again. Nest of dry tips of tree which towered over nesting tree, for
30 feet. Pigeons tame, and some flew away a few yards, them 1lit to
watch me. Saddleback pair was tame, and came close to me. Thareiwas
a small bird, like Fiji robin, but its white breast was seen, and

2 or 3 other species of small birds. Left at 5 oclock for Poor Knight's
Islands, with head wind.

January 16. In the evening, after sunset, priona__mo sitting on the
water, feeding as they swam along. They swim part of the time with
heads under the water. In the current streak, 15 miles south of
Poor Knight's Island, white-faced petrels were feeding along with

the prions, jumping along with extended wings, and seldom beating
them. A few Buller's about and a few carneipes. On Poor Knight's
Island, found Buller's common, nesting in small colonies, where the
80il was loose, and some in small caves. One was seen in a hole

-nd when this was opened, & large lizard was seen with the bird close
by it. Birds nest close together, mear the top of the cliff, some
under the dense bushes. Birds have little difficulty in taking to

the air from the top bush. No prion nests,seen,though the island

was a likely looking one, which we did not c¢limb because no good
Gannets on top of one pimnacle rock. All eggs of

place was seen.

Buller's found in nests. No young birds. Seven birds kept and 5

females, 2 males. Heoaded south at 5 P. Me, with light wind. Good

weather, and 1ight wind since the day after leaving.

January 17. Anchored in Nagle Bay, Great Barrier Islands at 11 A. M
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Saw a parasitic jager chasing a tern a few miles off the island.
Buller's and carneipes shearwaters flying about off the north end
of the island, A few white-breasted shags in the bay, and a few
Dominican gulls also. Saw a single diving petrel near the entrance
of the bay, and flying out toward the sea. Wind light, from east~
ward and north.

January 18, Around to the west end of Anvil Island, and found a
colony of gannets nesting on a point of the island, and a few red-
billed gulls were standing below them, where they were rsady to nest,
as I saw one nest fixed up with bits of weed in it. Many gannets
flew out and 1it on the water for a few minutes and then flew back.
Evidently disturbed sometimes, although individual birds were tame.

They sit on their nests while I stand close by. . 1 190

d 1
» e




|
|
;

| e

Anvil Island, off Great Barrier Islands.

January 18, 1926. One old bird lovingly scratcMed the neck of

its mate, sitting on nest, in which was young bird, only a few

days old. Very little nesting material was used, although a few

bits of kelp were seen in two of the nests. Guano is probably

taken here, as there are two posts near the edge of the cliff,

and little guano on the rookery. 300 or 400 birds, and another

100 on the hillside & few rods away, are getting ready to nest,

or perhaps non-breeding birds from a larger colony. There are

sheep on the island and while they wander near the colony, they

do little damage to the birds, because there is no grass on it.
After lunch, I went ashore with Correia on Channel Island

where P. gavia are nesting, three young birds having been foﬁﬂ.

and several nests opened where the birds had loft. Diving p‘tr‘ll

also nest here according to Mr. hrra, but none were found, uu

only the single one seen yesterday. has been recorded, up to uto.

When we came off the islet, a flock of Gavia was seen fishing uth

a flock of terns, near the island, so I took the small boat and

went out for an hour, getting about twenty, as well as a few terns

and a red-billed gull. A Cook's shearwater flew np to lo. and a

couple of carneipes, Buller's, and & single mty were noo about .
We left at 4 oclock for Culver Island. Channel Island

has & few low trees or bushes growing on the rocky slopes. A few

ferns grow on the top. A flock of terns are resting on the islet,

near the place where a wire cable is -40 fast to hoist material

for 1ight, which is placed at the top. As we sail out, white-

faced petrels are noticed, as well as carneipes. Several gannets




fly into the gulf, and dominicen gulls follow us a couple of miles

or so. {04
January 19. Ashore, at Cuvier, where the keeper took us about to
various spots where burrows could be found. Only ome single downy,
young macropterus was found, three feet from the entrance, oma

nest of small sticks and dead leaves. This was in the forest

near the top of the island. Several birds were found killed by

cats. A colony of mackerel gulls had young nearly ready to fly,

on a rocky point about 300 yards from the keeper's house. A lot
of young were there, and small nests of a few sticks were noted.
A single egg, infertile, was photographed in the nest, and another
was seen. The gulls were also nesting on & high rock a 100 yards
away. A flock of 100 or more Buller's shearwaters were sitting
on the water in the lee of the island as we went in to the beach.
Near Mercury Islands, a lot of Cook's mza-'m
flying about, and Buller's and m mtl pontbly a tn
Parkinson's,zbit no macroptera identified. A fow \mto-onumc
petrels were also seen. Mrs. Grahame, the wife of ome of tho keep-
ers, gave us a half doun. loaves of bro“. fresh from the oven.
January 20. Passed White Iiim in the afternoon, and noted that
there were few birds about. A couple of prions were seen, 2o0r 3
wendering albatrosses, and Cook's petrels often noted. Macroptera
and one or two Buller's, also gamnets, seen several times. N E
wind prevents our making East Cape, but we got inside o». Runaway
and must tack for a few hours in order tormhlntho
Jamuary 21. Head wind prevented out making East Cape before night.
January 22. A heavy gale blew all day from the N E and we ran be-




fore it, after getting past Bast Gape, although we could not see
the land, and went by guess. Double-reefed the foresail and stay-
sail, and jib, at midnight, and heaved to.

January 23. There was a heavy wind at daylight, but it died down
by 10 oclock, and blew lightly from the southeast. Then a few
wandering, a single black-browed albatrosses, plenty of macroptera,
and white-faced petrels are also seen. A few Cook's and gamets
pess by, 60 miles off-shore. Barometer 29,70 at 5 P. M. Several
neglecta shearwaters came around, after the géle. 150 miles south
of East Cape.

January B84, 1926. 60 miles east of New Zealand.

Barometer down to 29.50, but the weather was fair, with strong
wind at times. A few wandering albatrosses, a number of Buller's
shearwaters, as well as macroptera, and a few Cook's. Several
Dominican gulls followed the vessel in the P. M. Gannets and
shearwaters were fishing, and shearwaters rise as high as the
gannets as they circle around. The Buller's fly with slow sail-
ing, with but few beats, and them snother sail. The albatrosses
did not come about the vessel as usual, llthom imothn ﬂ.th-
in a few hundred yards. Floating kelp and a whale indicated

feed. A singlé sooty shearwater was seem. '

January 25. A fine morning, with light wind. Shot a regal alba-
tross, sitting on the water ahead of the vessel. It was too oily
to skin, so I skeletonised it. Birds were scarce and only a cou-
ple of shearwaters, and a gull or two were seen in an hour. Put
out the boat about eight oclock. It was hot and there was no
wind. I got an albatross and a shearwater, and a huvn:-utruhd

white-faced petrel. Got another later, with 1ittle or mo otnn:m.

ot e netiluts
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The wind started to blow from the east and birds appeared. I

shot one neglecta, several Buller's, a couple of carneipes,

& macropterus, & giant fulmar that came up and started tearing

one of the dead Buller's. Another albatross which had the pinke

ish spot on the nesk. Correia made a color sketch before it

had been shot an hour. Several griseus were about, but the wind
‘ was too strong to do much so we went back on board. Just after
we got back, the first cape pigeon that I have seen since leaving
South America came around. It flew about several times. Got a

prion and saw several after I got back on the ship. Several

albatrosses came by to see ms while I was out in the boat, while
others passed by a 100 yards or so off. We are off Cook's
Strait, and saw the lighthouse plainly at 7 oclock. We are now
heading 8 S W with a fair breeze.

January 26. Good weather until afternoon when a strong wind ap-
pears. Many assimilis were flying out to seaward in Pegasus Bay
35 miles off-shore and about 40 miles from Banks Peninsula which
we are headed for. A glant fulmar, an albatroes or two, as well
as several gulls flew about ms. A!sooty shearwater, and several
Buller's shearwaters were seen during the forenoon. There was a
clear blue sky over the land, which looks windy, anc we saw .
snow on the high hills this morning. Many assimilis and some
griseus were flying about off-shore in the strong wind. Several
albatrosses were seen. We headed up toward Lyttleton and anchored
in calm, 4 miles off the entrance to the harbor. Pulled up the
anchor at 5 oclock and went in to Lyttleton where we went up to
the wharf and got water. We had free use of the port and news-
papers sent down several papers, with the compliments of Christ-
church Press Compeny. Sailors' Society and Seamens' Institute
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left cards with invitations to use their quarters. A4 merchant
where a few supplies were purchased handed me a small bag of
lollies, with the compliments of the store. Everybody seeminly
tried to please. Went to Christchurch Museum and talked for four
hours with the taxidermist, from whom some ideas about bird skin-
ning were secured. He has some finely-mounted birds on exhibition.
Spotted shags particularly took my eye. He has a mounted specimen
of blue:(?) whale 87 feet long.-- that is, & mounted sksleton.

He also has well-mounted penguins. Christchurch is a fine looking
city. Bicycles in abundance, and a2 stand where two old-time cabs,
English type, were seen. There are fine large churches, and other
public buildings, of stone. I.ytiloton is a small seaport town,
although the harbor is a good, protected one. Ohriltolngoh is

20 minutes distant, by train, through a tummel. We left at 5 oclook
for the open sea and at the entrance to the bay saw some shags on a
rock. I put out the small boat, went over and shot a dozen, and
found them to be spotted ones. This saved us a trip into Akuna
Harbor, 30 miles down the coast where I expected to get t!_x-.. ,
Jamary 27. O0ff Lyttleton, 10 miles. It was calm last night,

and this morning until 11 oclock when a light breeze from the east
began to blow. I went out in the boat from 5 to 6 and got a couple
of giant fulmars as they swung about, hunting. Dominican gulls
were sitting on the water mot far from the ship, and a Buller's (7).
An-albatross 1lighted near them but flew when approached. A few
gavis shearwaters flew around, and later in the morning a couple

or so joined terns in fishing, when fish appeared on the surface.
Spotted shags from a rookery a few miles east of Lyttleton harbor
flew out into the bay and I got several. A Rookery was seen on

a precipitous rock close inshore, but I did not try to land, as
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it was very steep. I mentioned 2ssimilis shearwaters as being com-
mon, & couple of days ago, but they were umdoubtedly gavia. They
seem a little farther along in the moult than the birds of Mauriki
Gulf,which we got a week or more ago. We secured a parasitic jager
which was flying around, preying on the terns. HNave seen 4 or 5
since leaving Fiji, one in Hauriki Gulf.

January 28. Light wind and calm until evening. I was out in the
A. M. and got 3 Buller's shearwaters, & wandering albatross, sever-
al gavia and carneipes. At 7 the wind which had blown from the N W
for awhile went calm and a sudden squall from the south ushered in
a blow. Got double-reefed sails on just in time, and the jibe in,
although 3 of the reef points tore the sail when the squall struck.
There was & gale all night and we stood out with double-reefed fore-
sail, and staysail.

January 30. There is 2 hard wind and we are laying in with two
sails up. I saw a blackheaded petrel in the evening, and several
wander ing llbatro..ool.,m of which was caught on & line.

January 31. The weather is clearing, bnt‘ the wind is dead ahead
down the coast, and little headway can be made until it shifts.

We saw a flock of gavia on the water south of Akaroa Harbor as we
stand in.

February 1. There is a strong south wind, and in the P. M. we de-
cided to run into Akaroa harbor until the wind shifts, as we made
bu & few miles to the south in 24 hours. Several Buller's alba-
trosses were seen about the entrance and mn:lo;: couple of cape

pigeons about two miles outside. I saw one other oape pigeon here

a few days ago.
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Akarea, New Zealand.

February 4, 1926.

Dear Doctor Murphy:

We came in here night before last to give a south-
erly wind time to moderate, as we were making about ten miles a
day south against it. The next day was fine inside, with a stead-
ily falling barometer, until it stopped at 29.48, with no wind.
We staid, however, and yesterday a strong gale from the south. To-
day it is moderating so we may pull out this evening. I sent
Correia and Hicks out day before yesterday and they managed to get
a Dominican gull, a common shag, m.m,

Somehow, the Government located u and sent us an
urgent telegram yesterday saying that ir. Oliver of the mu
Museum wanted to accompany us to the southern islands. I managed,
when at Wellington, to put him off but yesterday had to agree. A
disillusioned museum man will reach New Zealand port in a month or
s0. He probably thinks this yacht is run on the lines of the ome
run by the angel who pays for this ome.

1 have two pessimistic associates in the Captain, and
Correia, now. Correia gets on deck sometimes at sea, with two
sweaters on, and looks for land where he hppu we might put tho-
anchor down. Since leaving Auckland we have had three gales, and
have been a week from Lyttleton, 50 miles from hqgo. The firlt
gale did a lot of damage to boats at Auckland and destroyed plcnq
of fruit. We laid to 6 hours, and sail, sometimes, with double-

reefed foresail and staysail, for canvas.
In this port, we have had practically the whole popu-
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lation, snd some surrounding farmers on board, after foolishly
showing two schoolboys a couple of skins. I enclose a few lines

I typed one day in Auckland, when waiting for eventualities. I am
beginning to think more and more that I am getting too old and
crabbed to manage this outfit. I am quite sure that Correia
would endorse these thoughts.

As I wrote before, I do not care to leave Mrs. Beck alone
80 much as I have in the past, and I think it would be well if you
send a companion to keep Correia company. If I retain the pre-
sent crew, I think a new man would prove helpful. I am liable to
fire the captain at any time. He was extremely near the gate in
Suva. Although I have always calculated that an old captain is
more desirable than a young one my experience with them has been,
in many ways, disappointing. I sent one home from Galapagos, and
let the mate take the captain's place, which he did very well. !

I enclose bills with:this. Correis has had 83 pounds in
cash since we last settled. This, at 4.86, is $403.38 with I as-
sume the Mauseum will deduct from his salary. Bill No. 57, in the
present lot, has his receipt for it. I trust you have sent funds
to Auckland for there are more than enough delays to suit me, with-

out having to cable before we can leave, when ready for a trip.
I am hoping to get to some of the south islands, but am

none too optimistic as to the results. It is certainly cold here,

at 44 3., at least for us, fresh from the tropics. If you could

get Bryan, or a man like him, for New lo'brniu. it would be worth-

while.
Sincerely,
R, H, Beck.
P. s.n..uug;domwmnmetm t::m

X ve good one of Buller's and ¢ pes still *C ns.




February 4. 1 ! 1

There was a heavy wind yesterday, but it was
better this morning and in the evening came from
the N.W., so we will pull out early tomorrow. I
went out in the boat towards the entrance in the
efternoon, where Correia and Hicks got a shag gull
and penguin day before yesterday. I got four shags,
three gulls, two terns and nine penguins and then
had to quit as the wind switched and I had to pull
both ways against it for three miles. I sent Correia
on foot alonz the shore to look up penguins, and with
a Maori dog, he found three under the bushes. I saw
a single Buller's albatross inside the heads and when
we came in, several were inside. This evening a
single sooty shearwater swung up the bay a couple of
miles from the entrance and flew on past me. Penguins
were in flocks of four and six, as well as singles
and pairs on the water. Spotted shags flew out to
rookeries from inside the bay and a few terns were

fishing inside the heads aways.

February 5.
We were out at daylight. The glass was down
again to 29.50, but we headed out and at noon headed
back as wind was high, but failed to fetch entrance

and stood out again. We double-reefed and at midnizht

took in the mainsail as the wind blew a gale.




February 6. J !,9
There was a heavy wind all day, but it lightened
toward evening. There was a heavy roll and the glass
was up to 29.60 at noon, but went to 29.55 at six P.M.
Harbor at dark was about fifteen miles W. by K. An
albatross or two and a couple of giant fulmars were
about during the day. Sooty and gavia shearwaters

were also seen. A cold wind blew as if from ice.

February 7.
There was a light wind in the morning, but glass
went down to 29.38. It was drizzly and overcast.
The wind was from the S3.W. and variable. We hoisted
the mainsail, doublereefed and sailed N.W. to start.
I wired from Akaroa tc¢ Oliver Dominion Museum man to
join us in Stewart Island by the 9th. He wanted to

join before, but now insists again through the govern-

ment, so I acceded.

February 8.

The wind began yesterday in the afternoon and
there has been & gale ever since. We anchored last
night at nine P.M. outside Lyttleton and dragged
slowly until this morning. We then lifted anchor
and beat in to get closer under land. Buller's
albatross and gulls were astern and I saw a cape
pigeon on the water astern also at noon. I saw it
yesterday when the breeze began. The barometer is

now 29.70, but the wind is still dead shead for the

south.




February 9. : 113

The day opened cloudy with fast clouds from the

South. At eleven o'clock the barometer dropped £rom
29.82 to 29.76. The wind was lighter so we stayed here
until there was a change. Terns have a colony on the
point of the mainland on the cliffs. There is still
too much wind to row over. The birds carry food to
nests past the ship. There are & few gulls astern and
a Buller's albatross flys along and lights at times.
A light wind from the East began at three P.M. and we
sailed again. Six miles out & single gannet was seen
fishing and later, on the water. We went to the tern
rookery and found several hundred terns on Jjutting
point with young and & few young flying about. Some
went out a few hundred yards and 1lit on the water,

- fluttered and washed and were intec the air again. Not
& shearwater was seen as we got out six miles, although

other days when there was & breeze blowing, we saw a

number, mostly gavias.

February 10.

A strong wind comes from the N.E. and the
barometer drops from 29.70 to 29.37 at one P.M. We
see many sooty and a few gavia shearwaters and three
or four diving petrels as we scud along under reefed
ssils. A dark greyish tern was noticed and several

bits of thistle came floating down the wind with land

at least twenty miles to the north. The barometer says

29.27 at four fifteen P.M. with a heavy N.E. wind




blowing and we doublereef and get read& for worse 1 1
weather. At eight P.M. the wind drops for a few min-
utes and starts from the South with the barometer 29.22!
We take in the mainsail and keep doublereefed foresail

and staysail, Rain and wind during the night.

February 11l.

The barometer is 29.23 at seven A.M. and rises
slowly to 29. 32 at two P.M. With gale and drizzle
and heavy sea and only doublereefed foresail up we
ride fairly well and don't take so much water as when
forging ahead. Under two sails we lay about broadside
to swell and roll plenty. A giant fulmar and a few
sooty shearwaters are about and a blackheaded petrel
is also seen. Correia lonzs for land and I am about
decided to run over to Chatham Islands, 400 east, and
let the southern ones go, for it is evidently an &b-
normal season nhere as well as in the northern hemis-
phere., Heavy floods in spring, drought in summer,

and now four gales have delayed us since starting on

this trip south. .

February 1l2.

The wind and sea are much lighter this morning,
and 811 sails were up about eight. The barometer is
29.60. We headed out towards Antipodes Island. We are
leaving the government man &t Stewart Island which is
250 miles dead to windward from here. We can run there
when wind shifts if not to00 near &an island, or will

wireless him from Chatham. A couple of albatrosses




were about. Blackheaded petrels were seen, as well j 15

as a few sooty shearwaters and also perhaps axillaris.

February 13.

The wind was lighter this morning end I went
out in the boat from nine until noon getting five
wandering albatrosses, two whiteechin fulmars, three
inexpectatas, a broadbill prion, a nereis and four
blackbellied petrels and four axillaris? shearwaters.
The wind started from the north at noon and I was out
a couple of hours getting a few more birds. A skua
came up to me and was shot. It was the first seen
on the trip. A minute ago another came about the ship
and I shot it and picked it up with a net. Only a
couple of smaller albatrosses were about, although
several other wandering ones were seen, but no royal.
Sooty shearwaters frequently flew about. The skui
and the whitechin fulmar had barnacles in their
gullets. They were likely from kelp floating, as I
saw barnacles on that., While this northerly wind
holds, I will head back toward Stewart Island. A
couple of diving petrels were seen at 47 5, 177 K.
All my labels on birds since arriving in the viein-
ity of New Zealand, have been labeled West instead
of Bast longitude. Correia called my attention to
it today when he started to label some of those 1
shot today.

February 14.

There has been a fair breeze all day from the




3.W. and at noon we were 200 miles from Antipodes Is. 111(;

west of Bounty Islands. A skua came around a couple

of times, flew close to the ship and two times chased

a wandering albatross a hundred yards or so until the
albatross 1lit on the water and the skua went on. There
were few birds except albatrosses and blackbellied
petrels of which two or three were about sometimes.

A prion and severzl sooty shearwaters were seen. Yes-
terday we headed for Stewart Island until this morn-
ing when the wind broke off to the 8.W. and then we
went for the Antipodes which we will work and then

head back to Stewart.

February 15.

I skinned nine albatrosses (wandering) and a
few smaller birds shot Saturday. I saw a sooty
albatross this afternoon and several lesson's ahear-
waters. We are thirty miles from Antipodes Is.
where we hope to anchor in the morning. It is six
P.M. and we are nearing Antipodes Is. In a tide rip
a dozen wandering albatrosses sit. A few fly around
with set wings, though there is practically no wind;
A great gray priofinus shearwater flies by and a}i‘ .
asbout erested? penguins have been calling al; day.

A skua flies over the vessel and this morning one

picked up a wounded blackbellied petrel that I had )

not secured, and flew off a few hundred yards, killed

it and started to pick it. Diving petrels fly of f

on rapid wing and essimilis and lesson's are:frqu??tly 3




seen. Nereis petrels are scarce, but the blackbellied

are common. A low fog hangs over the isle, While j !'?

usually the diving petrels fly close to the water, an
occasional one gets up in the air a hundred feet and
flies along at that height. Two cape pigeons fly
around us as we near land, but we saw none outside.
Xelp is often seen in the water and barnacles cover
parts of it. I am typing this on deck as we near land.
I shot two sooty albatrosses today and saw another,
Prions are seen sometimes and I secured four today.
They are in scattered singles, different from the
numbers seen off Poor Knighﬁ Islands north of Aukland.
The albatrosses measured yesterday were barely ten
feet in extent. No royal was seen here, but is said
to nest on Campbell Island, S.W. of here. Sooty
shearwaters are frequent here and several inexpectata
shot by today. Diving petrels are flying past us and
the cape pigeon circles also. The barometer is high,
30.02. The low dense fog makes things depressing.

A gray tern flies by, one we have not yet taken in

New Zealand. It is six-thirty P.M. and the fog hangs
over the islands, but it is clear outside of them.
Pour cape pigeons have followed us now & half & mile
from the north point of the island. ‘Black, forbidding
cliffs face the eastern side close to the water, but
higher up grass is seen. Little penguine go by in a
flock, diving like porpoises as they jump clear of
Two whitechinned fulmars were shot today

the water.

and another one seen, I shot fifty-one birds before




breakfast at eight o'clock, which is the most birds

I ever shot before breakfast. Four or five were ! ?53
species I had never taken before. We ran into north
anchorage, but it did not look good as the wind
entered, so we went around to Ringdove Bay and tried

to get bottom there until after dark: then we went

to sea and laid off all night.

February 17.

We got back to the island and went in the boat
and sounded, getting eighteen fathoms close to kelp.
We anchored and started for shore, seeing five sea
elephants on a little beach where we were unable to
land. We finally got up on the rocks where the
walking was very difficult and we made slow progress
for an hour until we got up onto a level plateau with
rolling country about. Wandering albatrosses were
nesting here and I got several pictures before it
began to rain. It rained all the afternoon and we
worked back through wet grass. I carried one young
albatross with some down on its neck and we saw one
other young nearly ready to fly. The latter was
headed down to the coast perhaps, but he had not got
into the hard going where he could have made no
progress. Some birds were setting on eggs and one
pair were setting on the ground, one pulling soil
and grass and placing {t about her, starting a nest.

A few feet away was the begimnning of another nest

which they had discarded. Another bird was setting




on an egg with the burrow of a shearwater within 8ix
feet, and on digging down into the tundra, a young }.’f’
shearwater was found a few days old. Whether lessoni,
inexpectata, or something else, I am not sure. Large
burrows where birds had been working lately were seen;
prerhaps whitechinned fulmars or priofinus. Skuas

were everywheres, sitting on elevated mounds, and all
over were Skeletons of birds they had eaten. A few
prions, but inexpectata and lessoni were the usual
ones. Albatrosses in pairs or triplets, stood around,
spreading wings to full extent and calling, snapping
bills together and love making generally. Pipits and
paroquets were not plentiful and we got but ome par-
oquet and two pipits, the latter on the rocks as we
were ready for the boat. One of theée. & young omne,
was s80 tame that I hit it with my hat on the rocks.

We saw & half dozen, perhaps of each kind, but lost
two other paroquets in the thick grass. Along the
shore, everywhere they c¢limb up, were crested penguins
and in the waters about the island were others. After
we got on board, the rain ceased and after supper, I
went alongz the shore in the small boat and found a
lmars in the water close to a small

dozen giant fu

rookery of penguins. I shot & couple and found that

they were moulting their wing feathers, and most of
the primaries at once and several could not fly, but

pattered over the water, reminding me of steamer ducks

in South American waters. Along side of a penguin

rookery were several skuas and I shot about ten, leav-




ing as many flying around and going back to light. 19
Most were in dark plumage and I was unable to get ’2"'[‘
the lightest one as he was wary. A few Dominican gulls
were on the islets and & half dozen redbill terns were
also seen. As darkness came, shearwaters appeared,

a flock of sooty flying close to the water as dense

fog came along the coast. High in the air whitechinned,
priofinus and lessoni were noted and several shot.
7andering albatrosses were always flying about, but

the sooty are scarce. A diving petrel flew into the

forecastle during the night and was captured.

February 18.

There was & heavy fog in the morning and I put
out the boat about nine to work close by the ship,
but the wind started from the north and we had some
rocks astern of 200 yerds, so we had to get out in &
hurry. The propeller fouled in the kelp and the
engine could not help, but we got out safely, and
went around south of the island, seeing dozens of
albatrosses sitting on the water, several of them
sooty. There are perhaps fifty pairs of sooty on
the island, while maybe & thousand or more wandering.
Cape pigeons came to the vessel to feed on refuse and

the boys caught four in the net for picking up birds.

Perhaps twenty were around. On whatever rocks the

penguins could climb, they were sitting and moulting;

many were in the water. Off shore a little way,

blackbellied petrels were feeding and the high flying




albatrosses and skuas indicated the coming gale the
rapidly falling glass warned us was shead. Eleven ;'f?‘
days of gales in the last eighteen days, says the

Captain, referring to his logbook. Hveryone is dis-

zusted with the cold weather and it remains to be seen
whether we go south from Stewart, or north. The

passenger carrying necessity constantly irritates me

when I think of it.

February 19.

The wind began in the morning and increased w%th
sea until six-thirty P.M. As I type this the barometer
is 29.40 with Stewart Island over 400 miles to the
windward. I decided to run back to Antipodes and from
there to Bounty and Chatham, cutting out the other }
islands where other species of albatrosses nest. The
ship and crew are not fitted for cold weather and the
foresail is old, & new one being ready for us on re-
turn to Aukland. We are running now with doublereefed
foresail and staysail. Over half the time in the last

twenty days, gales have been blowinz and we have been B

hove to most of that time. Albatrosses and shearwaters K

were common today. A blackbrowed just passed. A
sooty was about and eight wandering were counted this
afternoﬁn. A few blackbellied petrels followed and
assimilis, lesscni and priofinus were freqtent. Prions

were also noted.



February 20, ‘ 199

We are nearing Antipodes Island, and fresh winds :
8till come from the N.W. There are plenty of prio-
finus and lessoni, as well as blackbellied petrels.
A couple of sooty albatrosses and several wandering

ones were around; none of the others. Assimilis and

& couple of diving petrels were noticed. The baro-
meter which was 29,30 this morning is now 29.45, so
weather should clear tomorrow. There are no trees
on the island, but long tussock grass, ferns and moss.
A parasitic jager passed us Jjust now two miles off
Antipodes Island. I shot one off Lyttleton and saw
others north to New Zealand. One giant fulmar,
skinned yesterday had a penguin in its stomach,=-
a lot of back and meat at least and a bird molting
with fresh feathers on its back which was partly
eaten.

February 21.

I went ashore with the camera to the penguin
rookery, one of twenty or so about the shores of the
island. I took a number of pictures of birds moult-
ing, pipits walking around and penguins picking flies.
They were very tame and came close to us. I also got

e picture of a young sea elephant lying near the

penguins. There were Tive others on the beach 150

yards away. Skuas stood sgbout in the penguin rookery

and sooty albatrosses were seen in a hole in'the cliff,

Seversl were flying along the eliffs. Lesson's fulmars




flew about as the darkness came. Sooty shearwaters

were &180 seen & half mile off shore.

February 22.
It rained and I worked about the ship. Penguins

and cther birds were about.

Pebruary 23,

I went into the interior with Hicks and found a
pair of lessoni and priofinus in the nests or rather
holes they were digging. The pair of lessoni’had
organs not at all enlarged; the male looked as though
he might have bred. I found one young downy priofinus
and several young lessoni. They were all on dry nests
of a few grass stems and feathers, though the burrows
were damp. They were scattered about everywhere and
frequently ran several feet just under the surface of
the ground. On top of the islend & number of nests
were noticed with water standing in the entrance, &nd
some had so mueh that the birds had not entered since
the heavy rain of a couple of days ago. At one spot
seventeen skulls of shearwaters, leasoni prinoipally.
were seen killed and eaten by skuas. A nest likely
was within a few feet. The skuas are not nesting now.
Albatrosses were setting on nesta everywhere and
probably over a thousand pairs were on the 181and.
Many were right on top naeting. while the shearwatere
were commoner on slopes and in the valley. Faur_

snipes were seen &nd two of them secured. Th’y
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flushed and flew & few yards and dropped in the grass

again much like small rail. One flew but a few yards
from me and dropped into the grass but could not be “f?"ly
flushed again. They ran fast for a few feet and then
stopped. Parcquets also flew and dropped to the
ground in the ferns and high grass, running along
under the tussock grass to fly from another spot.
Albatrosses spread wings facing one another and flex
them inward at full spread. A couple of young with
considerable down on them were found, both being thin
birds. They had possibly been deserted by their
parents, as new nestigg season is now on. Penguins
are in full moult now. After supper I went out in
the boat and got & dozen priofinus shearwaters as
they flew in from the sea. There were no lessoni or
whiteshinned as on the first night when a thick fog
hung over the land. A couple of diving petrels fly

along not far off the land every evening.

February 24.

I went out in boat and got three sooty albatross-
es.along the e¢liffs when they dropped lower than usual.
Several pairs sailed along high gp? Qf gunahot; fre-
quently lighting on ledges and calling hoarse crauass. »
We left at daybreak with & fresh breeze for Bounty Ig.. =%

& hundred miles north. Correia is out of commission,

with his hands tied up from arsenic poisoning, not
being able to get it througzh his head that arsenic
cannot be handled like flour or cormmeal. Bq :qbbeq

it on penguin skins with nis hands when the spoon did




not satisfy him. Hicks and I worked yesterday and
today finishing up the birds. He has a few cuts

end I only have seven on the right hand with & few
on the left. Correia counting carefully yesterday

obtained & census of eighteen on his two hands.

February 25.
| am lost somehow as yesterday's notes do not apply

to today.
February 26.

W#e approached Bounty Is. at eight A.M., seeing
many prions and assimilis as common birds sbout; also
& blaeckbellied petrel. Many blackbellied petrels
undoubtedly nest at the Antipodes, but several small
outlying islets where they may nest are unclimbable.
Nereis petrels are scarce seemingly. I got three 30
miles off the Antipodes. Giant fulmars were flying
about the c¢liffs of the Antipodes the day before we
left and they may nest there. I am not sure, but I
think some of them are unable to fly for & few days
for they lose their primaries all at once, according
to some specimens collected. These were swimming
close along the shore near some moulting penguins,
and at one penguin rookery four were seen on the land
and ran ahead of us before leaving. I saw probably
& hundred albatrosses at close range on the island
and not one of them had a perfectly white head. The
whitest showed some tranverse markings on the back.

I think likely the regal albatross is different. I

regret that I could not get to Adams Island where the




regal nests. 1 ‘)Q
Pebruary 27.

Ve landed in the afternoon on one of the Bounty
Islands and found it covered with crested penzuins and
Shy7Albatrosses as tame as the penguins. The albatross-
es had young beginning to feather. The nests were of
mud and pengu?n feathers mixed into a solid mass; some
were built well up. Prions were calling under the
rocks and a number wefe taken. Giant fulmars were in
the water about the island and & dozen or more cape
pigeons came about the vessel. Although a couple of
skuas were seen offshore, not one seen on the shore,
contrasting strongly with the Antipodes where dozens
were everywhere. A single shag was seen in the water
near the shore and several were seen as we neared the
island four miles and less away. Several fur seal
were on the rocks as we went ashore, some of them young
ones. Penguins were moulting and a very few with down
on were noted. Several albatrosses stood together on
& roeck and all were as tame as other kinds in other
places I have visited. No vegetation was seen on any
of the several islends; solid granite rock seemingly
composed the land. Plocks of dozens of prions were
on the water & short distaence off the island. Albatross-
es also were on the water washing perhaps, as many -
were dirty from the muddy weter on the island through
Not an glbatroas of this species

whiech penguins wade.
was seen over five miles to the south of the islands,




but we saw them far to the north as we neared New

Zeuland from the north. The wind shifted to east 1 il
as we came off from shore; the first easterly wind N
Ssince we reached New Zealand. The glass is 30.05
tonight,
February 28.

We came close in on the west shore of Bounty
1sland while the boat went ashore for albatrosses
which were swinging bout over the water with fre-
quent cape pigeons sailinz past us and whalebirds
also in and out, Aé 1 glence up, a wundering
albatross passes between the ship and shore 200
yards away. Giant fulmars circle around and a single

|
priofinus shearwater and a single blackbellied petrel X
=

were noted this morning. Shags are seen on the water,
but none on the cliff where I got ten yesterday. A - 4
starling was seen, a straggler from New Zealand over :
300 miles. We went ashore and around to the cabin

where the stores are placed, but found the house in

poor shape, the top and sided mostly gone, ﬁith the

boxes open to the weather and penguins fighting for o
sitting places on some boxes. Nothing has been done

for years evidently. A single starling was seen

flying from one island %o another. Prions were every-
where under rocks and one sat in the open at the feet
of & couple of penguins and called & number of times

while I took pictures of it. I saw pairs under slabs

of rocks. The albatrosses had young and a few were

beginning nests of mud and penguin feathers. Most i



nests were but a few inches or less, as it is hard, ]?R
or rather slow work to get material. They were well
built and when picked up by one side they held. There
were penguins all over the island where it was pos-
sible to reach and flocks in the water came into
landing places and up rugged pathways. They go
Jumping through the water or out of it like porpoises,
sometimes abreast, and a few were seen following one
another. A couple of skuas were seen, a few Dominican
gulls and shags, not plentiful, though a number were
seen and ten or so shot on & cliff while resting.
3ingle birds were seen three miles or so offshore
fishing. PFur seals were playing in the kelp and a
couple of dozen or more young were seen. We saw
probably fifty or so seals which were so tame that
they came up to the boat and to the oars in the water.
Giant fulmars were close along the shore and a number
of cape pigeons also. A single blackbellied petrel l
was seen near the island and as we went north on the
28th, we saw one ten miles north and alsingle prio-
finus shearwater. Albatrosses sit on the water a
few hundred yards off shore and feed, as do the prioms.
The glass is 30.05 and there is an easterly wind as
we leave. !
Pebruary 28. ' . "
Correia goes ashore and gets & dozen albatrossea“ Bl
and we leave at one P.,M. for Chatham Island. At dusk
several blackbellied petrels are astern, as well as

a couple of cape pigeons and two giant tnlpargf - -




March 1. | ath 1?(’

I skinned a lot of shazs and a few albatrosses.

Two priofinus followed us for a time 100 miles north
of Bounty and we saw also blackbellied petrels astern.
March 2.

The wind was lighter in the morning and I went
out in the boat until it freshened at ten. I shot
five wandering and one royal albatross. I got one
lessoni from several and a single whitechin and saw
a single inexpectata. I secured several prions and
in the afternoon in the fresh southeast wind saw a
lot of them on the water feeding. Sooty shearwaters
were about too. I got a single Wilson's petrel, the
second taken or seen this year. No small albatrosses
were seen all day, though some hundreds 'ere'heeting
at Bounty Is. Wandering and royal albatrosses weigh
from twelve to fifteen pounds each. I weighed four
royal which were thirteen pounds. The outﬁing edge
of the bill on royal albatross 1e.$1ack. a thin line
of it on both mandibles. There is no sign of ver-

miculation, though the dark marks on the back are

lengthwise of the feathers.

March 3.
There has been a light, fair wind all day.

Pyramid Roek south of Pitt Island was seen at ten A.M.
We anchored at Pitt at six-thirty P.M. Many white-

faced petrels were feedinzg five miles south of Pyramid

o D =i

and when we gzot within a mile we saw several birds

flying about the rock. When we came closer we saw



more and when near saw a few dozen albatrosses, three
hundred or so all together. Although the wind and
sea were not very favorable, I put out the boat and
in an hour got what I wanted. One flock of forty or
so were sitting on the water to the north and a
number of others were seen scattered about and on the
north side of the rock I saw many on the ground where
there were small bushes. The sea was rough and there
was no chance of getting ashore. Near the rocks off
the south point was a flock of small shearwaters,
gavia perhaps, but looked rather dark on the back,

unless in new plumage. South point of Pitt Island.

March 4.

Hicks and Correia skinned twenty of the Cauta
albatrosses today, though I made up the bodies for
them. At eight the wind was light and I went out
about three miles to windward of port and found a
few penguins in the water. They seem slightly dif-
ferent from the Akaroa ones, but I only got three,
as this was an off day with me in shooting. I lost
a skua that came along and two shags got away that
should have been mine. A single shearwater, followed
by a parasitic jager, passed me, but I saw none of
the flock that was near the spot yeaterdaj. A few
Dominican gulls were in the harbor; but I saw no
diving petrels, though out in the middle of the

channel between Pitt and Mangare Islands. I went

ashore in the afternoon and saw fat sheep and cgttle.




There were flocks of starlings and several kinds of :153!
small birds. Blackberries were ripe on a few bushes

and 1 ate a few. They had less flavor than wild ones

in Cal. Pipits run alonz on the beach and follow me
sometimes. I shot one spotted shag which is different
from the mainland shag. I saw but one of this kind

and three of the whitewinged ones.

March 5.
Ve moved at noon around to Flower Pot Bay and

packed birds, etec.

March 6.

I took the biz boat and went to Rabbit Island
two miles to west of anchorage. The farmers told me :
birds nested there. I found the broadbilled petrels g
(whalebirds) in burrows, though none with eggs. They
called often when taken from the holes. While dig- i
ging in sand and soil for them I often unearthed |
young sooty shearwaters that were bezinning to sprout
feathers on wing-tips. Several were dug out, but I
only saved & couple. In small holes I found white-
faced petrels'young nearly feathered. I fonnq a
couple in the grass on top of the ground in & nice
little nest of dry grass. The young sooty ahear'ate?e
had but & few bits of twigs for lining in their nests.

I dug out two single old sooties. Some of the whale
birds were single in nests, but most times two were
Quite a few whitewinged shags were resting on 1@

found.
islet off Rabbit Island and & number of nests were =



seen, well made of grass that I took to be those of 1!25)
& U7

shags. They were o0ld nests, not new. A couple of

broadbills' nest burrows went in a couple of feet and

then turned and went down under the openinz of the

nest. Most of them were three feet or so long, thouzh

some went beyond five feet. All over the islands

were holes under low trees as well as sides of the

islet. Shearwaters were in larger numbers, but petrels

sometimes used large holes. Many holes were Jjust

started and went in a few inches or a foot.

March 7.
It is Sunday and 1 took a few pictures ashore.
The grandchildren of the first settler on the island
own most of the island, though the Maoru family have
& big sheep ranch with fine sheep and fat cattle.
The wind started from the N.W. at evening, so we
pulled out for the east coast, but it was dark before

we arrived and we laid to for the night.

March 8.

I went ashore on Castle Rock which I have

labeled as such, but it is Round Island, and my labels

0? March 8 which read Castle Rock should be Round Is.
Then near the island a couple Buller's albatrosses
came close astern and 1it by the vessel, following her

all morning. On the island & lot of whitebreasted

shags were sitting on the rocks where they nest. All

the young were able to fly. A few spotted ones were

seen and Correia ran into their rookery where a A -




hundred or so were stopping on the windward side of
the island. There were four or five skuas on the
island and a single hawk also was about. Broadbill
prions were in pairs in holes and we took eigzht.
Young sooty shearwaters were also dug out. Most

of the holes were under bushes which are over much
of the island, though many shearwaters nest in the
grass. We were off the island at noon and having
good weather, we decided to run out to Forty Fours,
16 miles to the N.E. We got there at three-thirty
and found about two hundred Buller's albatrosses and
many royal, but could see no place to get up the
precipitous cliff, Many redbilled gulls were seen
fishing, a few terns as at Lyttleton and a few .
Dominicus as well as skuas; also many prions. They
were all fishing in the current near the island.
Farther on a flock of Buller's albatrosses were on
the water and we went out to them, but the boys were
8o leisurely in pulling about that I headed for the
ship a few hundred yards &away andégot the little
boat, telling Correia to follow me and pick up the
birds as the small boat is not satisfactory for
carrying more than six or seven big albatrogsee. I
went a short distance and shot Bevénteen royal and

a dozen Buller's and then headed for the island to
look for prionsZ/VI got a few and found them like
the Bounty Island ones, rather than the broadbilled
which were nesting on Round Island and Rabbit Island

s fow miles away. Round Island is but sixteen miles

13




from Forty Fours. Between Bounty Island I shot a |34
small billed prion a 100 miles south of Pyramid and
now expect to run back to Pyramid and try to land for
the young albatrosses as well as prions. Seven miles
from here it lies, but is hardly discernable in the
haze as & strong zale from the S.W. blows over us.

I am writing this on the 10th with the glass down to
29.45, whereas two days agzo when at Forty Fours, it
was better than 30 and was at 30.40 and above for a
day or two. A flock of fifty or more Buller's al-
batrosses were sitting on the water and many others
were scattered over the occean, while a few royal were
noticed on the water. When 1 began shooting royals
many swung up and I could have easily gotten many more.
It was calm until nine P.M. and then the wind began
and increased until it blew a gale. We lay to until
morning and then ran down and anchored near Glory Bay
on the east coast of Pitt Island. Several Buller's
albatrosses followed us to anchorage and stayed a 1lit-
tle while. They evidently confuse us with the fishing

boats which fish off this coast and Round Island.

March 9.
We stayed aboard all day and three of us
skinned birds.
March 10
A gale was blowing and it was evening before

all the birds were skinned. I packed a few, as room

is getting scerce with albatrosses of four species




on the shelves and also some penguins. I have seen

no penguins here except those on the other side of

the island, and no diving petrels.

March 11

There was & heavy gale all day and had no chance
to get ashore on account of the heavy swell on the
beach everywhere. The barometer is rising, but the
wind lightened toward evening. A big swell came in
from the S.E., not quite breaking where we lay in
eight fathoms 1/3 of a mile from the beach. There
were a couple of light hail squalls during the day
and a few rain squalls also. On the beach were high
breakers and on the reefs 1/2 a mile or more to the
south, No dragzing was noticed with both anchors
down., The barometer was 29.45 at three-thirty,A.M.,

but is now 29.80 at six P.M.

March 12

I was up at daylight and found & heavy swell
still setting in from the S.E., though the wind was
light from the S.W. After breakfast we lifted anchor
and went across to Southeast Island, but found the
swell too heavy on shore to attempt a landing. e
stood down toward PForty-Fours again, but the wind
picked up from the westward and we stood back toward
Pitt Island until evening, then we lay_to for the
night, as there was no safe place to anchor on either
side of the island. At sunset many prions were work-

ing to windward in the channel, four miles off Pitt




Island. There were more éiant fulmars than Buller's

albatrosses about and three or four royal albatrosses
were Seen,- also a couple of sooty, but no diving or

other tubinares.

March 13
We spent the day working up to an anchorage a couple
of miles east of Plowerpot -Bay. Giant fulmars were
frequently about us and a goodly number of prions were
seen toward evening in the channel, working seemingly
to windward. or west. In patches of kelp near shore

were a4 lot of red-billed zulls.

March 14

Sunday. A few Buller's albatrosses 1lit astern
of us and came along side when bits of fresh fish were
thfown at them. Sometimes they dove a couple of feet
under water for a fish that was sinking. A royal al-
batross sailed about for hours and came up sSeveral times
and took a fish head away from a group of atrugglipg
Buller's. A good sized flock of Dominicus gulls were
about last night and some of them with some red-bills
formed a group on the beach opposite the ship. ' The
kelp appears to be & resting place for a lot of the
gulls., Spotted shags fly past and fish in the kelp
near us. Blue cod are easy to catch and fishing boats
from Chatham come here to fish for them. The barometer
is high, 30.18 and we hope for three or four days of
good weather to finish this group. Last week I collect-

ed on Monday, skinned birds on Tuesday. and Wednesday.,




and could do no collecting on the last three days

of the week because of the swell and the wind.

March 15
Ve moved around to Southeast Island and went
ashore, finding some land birds and broadbilled petrels'

burrows all over the island, both in forests and in

A dd

Whitefaced petrels also seem to burrow

as I found & young one partly feathered,
the forest and also on the windward side of the
island in the short grass. There was a strong wind
in the afternoon, but we went over to Pitt Island and
anchored first in Glory Bay, but it was too small and
there was a reef near the stern, so we raised anchor

and went outside & half a mile to anchor in & better

place in eight fathoms.

Mareh 16

It rained all the forenoon, but quit at noon and
in the afternoon I went ashore to look up some petrel
holes that one of the farmers told me about on the
eliffs, but could find none of them. Cats have likely
killed off the ground birds here. A farmer, one of
the Hunt family, took one of the sailors with a shep-
herd and went up on the hill and got us a fat sheep
and half a wild pig from the numbers ranging on his
land. He made us & gift of this. The only Maori on
the island, a& farmer living near where we anchored,

gave Hicks a half a sack of fine potatoes for the ship,

and said that tomorrow we could have more.




March 17
We went ashore to the Maori farmer and went with
him to the potato pateh where he picked a sack and a
half of potatoes for us and refused payment. 1 gave
him a few fish and a few tins of dried and canned
fruit.  We 1lifted anchor at tem with a heavy S.W. wind
and with sails doublereefed, went across to Chatham
and up lee of that island to the N.E. point and then
around and headed up on the wind to look at the Four
Sisters Islands.
March 18
At noon we reached the Sisters, but the heavy sea
and wind prevented lowering the boat and could not
land with the surf running. We saw royal albatrosses
on the island and giant fulmars were common about the
ship. They nest on the island according to reports

at Pitt Island. We headed off to Auckland at one P.M.

-about 650 miles to the N.W.

March 19

The wind is lightening and a royal and wandering
albatross and two macroptera shearwaters were about
the ship in the morning. 125 miles from 3isters.
41 S. and 178 W. There is a light wind and the baro -
meter was 30.52 in the morning, but dropped in the
evening. Several wandering albatrosses and a number
of macroptera shearwaters with a prion or two are

about. One albatross is in the brown breasted plum-

age of the young bird as it leaves the island. I

have not seen more than two or three away from the




island in this plumagze, though I have seen dozens of

albatrosses. _! ?f)

March 20
There is a light wind from the S.W. or rather
W.3.W. The same birds were seen as yesterday, though

I saw one neglecta shearwater in the morning.

March 21
It is calm with & light, fair wind in the evening.
A dozen wandering albatrosses were about sometimes,
and macroptera.as well as two prions were seen during
the day.
March 22
There was & light S.E. wind shifting during the
day to N.N.W. at four P.M. Off White a melanophoris
albatross was about with several wandering, a giant
fulmar or two, several Buller's and carneipes during
the day, but singly. There are more birds now as a

drizzle begins 80 miles from Cuvier Island.

March 24
I missed a day somehow. A bad gale from the HN.W.
is blowing, but the barometer instead of hovering
about 29.40 or 50, is 29.93. Mayor Island is to the
South and Aldermen Island to the North while we head
in to anchor. Wandering albatrosses which were about

ten miles out, are now gone, &8s well as the giant ful-

mars.




40 South, 180 West
March 21, 1926.

Dear Dr. Murphy:
Well, we didn't make it. My doubts
before starting were well founded. By the way, Just

what was the latitude and the season of the year when

you found "long periods of calm weather" in the South
Atlantie? My experience in the South Pacific between
40 and 50 South during the months of January, Febru-
ary and March leads me to believe that Balboa, was it
not?, selected a rather inappropriate name when he
labeled these tumultuous seas Pacific. Eleven days
out of eighteen at one time we were hove to, with the
barometer at 29.22 and taking a lot of time to leave

the vicinity of 29.23. A crew of Fijian boys, half

of them at sea for the first time; & Captain 3!_f/-".

One bright spot at times was the fact that Correia,
in the calmest weather, could work at sea,- more 80
than he did in the tropics.

I must admit also that one morning,
in one of the brief moments of light wind that favor-
ed us, I collected more birds before breakfast,(and
I was eating breakfast that morning at eight o'clock)
than I ever did before, before breakfast. And they

were not all the same kind of bird either. The list

was something as follows:

2 greyback petrel 3 prion
20 %laékbellged " 2 gssimilis shearwater

22 Lessoni 4 1 sooty o
blacktail M 1 p albatross

3

2 inexpectata ' 2 skuas
1 diving 51 birds
- ’

whitechin




I did not shoot a half dozen wandering albatrosses 141
that were continually flying about me and quit shoot- ‘
ing blackbellied petrels as they were common and 1
expected to get them neatiné, but did not, though
likely they were. Two weeks az0 we were getting past
the fifty miles of Banks Peninsula. I wrote you from
Akaroa on the southern end of it and three days later
we were fifty miles north of there, spending twelve
hours of daylight beating up three miles in the lee
of the land to an anchorage from which we had dragged
during the night before.
The man from Wellington Museum whom I wired to
meet me at Stewart Island, February 9th, is by now,
I hope, back at his Museum. I wired him from Chatham
Island on March 4th, that the trip south was abandoned.
We collected about fifty birds for the Wellington
Museum and I have to hold out & couple of mollyhawks,
or is it mawks?, until I look up Salvin and Godman in
Auckland, or hear from you on the yellowbilled species.
Loomis in his book allows but two roundbilled albatros-
ses, light and dark billed. But I don't think either
of the two I have is culminata. If not, what? I ecan
hardly imagine it is a new species, though we saw
none more than three miles from where they were nesting.
One needs to spend & year in lNew Zealand with
money enough to hire launches occasionally at Chatham
Islends and to get & boat to run down to Auckland
Islands once or twice to get a satisfactory series of

young birds of the several species of albatrosses that




nest about New Zealand. I have two species of whale

birds from nesting holes, but no eggs or young, and
specimens of other kinds that nest along the islands
near liew Zealand. I wonder if any museum has a
gseries of birds from nests on different islands.

I am reading Loomis. I wonder if anyone knows
the plumages of the young royal albatross? Quite a
few of the wandering plumages will be in your hands
when the shipment here on board reaches you. But I
only know the adult royal plumage. I saw adults
nesting on two islets, but one was too dangerous to
¢limb and the other was unapproachable because the
weather was too rough. Is Mr. Loomis still alive
and at his monograph? If so, would it be out of
place to send him the letter I enclose? I owe him a
dig or two and wonder if the enclosed would answer.

Don't send it if you do not consider it diplomatic.

March 24. I finished packing today nine boxes and

a couple of barrels and cne box of skeletons roughly
cleaned. I don't know if you care particularly for
them, but the birds were too unclean or shot up to
gkin. It just happened that we got our albatrosses

in a bunch, and had to put up, or did put up, sixty-
g8ix albatrosses in ten days, in addition to shags,
whalebirds, etc. There were four species and a couple
nesting on Aucklands and Campbell that we did not get
unless there was a bird or two on arrival south., I

am pretty sure that we sent one or two melanophrys,




but have no more, nor culminata if blackbilled is not
in our lot. 1In the whalebirds of Bounty we overstep-
ped the permitted number and I labeled a few latitude
and longitude, also a few other birds are labeled
thusly for the same reason. Albatrosses were 10,
prions 20, whiteflippered penguins 4 some 10. The
latitude and longitude are within 30 miles of the
locality, as 1 labeled the nearest degrees, nmot mark-
ing minutes. 1 have a cpuple of small boxes I will
mail. We expect to arrive tomorrow, but expected
yesterday that today would make it. The wind has
been clear around the compass today. 1t is blowing
hard and we doublereefed part of the day, dbut the

barometer is 29.90, so it does nmot bother us.




Auckland, New Zealand
March 27, 1926.

Dear Dr. Murphy:

Yours of Pebruary at hand as 1
arrive here. Yes, Correia does some zood work in
coloring, though I skin two or three shags while he
paints a bill of an albatross. He cannot work in a
rolling sea and there often are too many birds to
skin tc spend half a day coloring one bird. When
there is plenty of time, he cannot work for the
motion.

That clause in the policy, if it is
as you state, makes the policy no good!: You say it
reads "Warranted during the curreney of this poliey
confined to the waters of the Pacific Ocean, but
north of 10 degrees north latitude". It should be
&8 it was "confined to water south of 10 degrees
north latitude"!-- if that is what it was, as I
suppose, without the old poliecy to be sure.

I just this minute opened the charts
you sent to Noumea and find they are mostly of New
Hebrides, though some of New Caledonia which I did
not get from Sydney. 1 wrote you; or thought I did,
that I ordered New Hebrides charts, all to be had in

Sydney and have them on board. I will perhaps be able
to get charts in Sydney beyond New Caledonia, if we
work there after New Hebrides. New Hebrides may take

three months or maybe longer a8 the islands are bigger

then Tonga, though much fewer in number. The charts




will cost $1.00 a piece more than the Ameriéan ones.

#3.00 was asked for a chart of Auckland Harbor or the\‘5(4~
approach to Auckland, when we left Suva. Forty cents
would probably have bought the sume chart in Washington.

I wish your new man was on the boat arriving Monday.

If I get a new captain, as 1 may, it is not so nec-

essary, but Correia and the present captain cannot

handle men properly. 0ld men cannot stand the life

and work right.

Your letter of February 18th is the only one at
hand this moment and Mrs. Beck is out. 1 have a lot
of glass plates on board and don't like to ship them
unless in the hands of someone. 1 don't know what
captions are missing until 1 see your letter. I don't
like to forward the best films until the prints are
made and they are not done yet. 1 got some nice photos
South of wandering albatross, as well as shy, on
Bounty Is. Two species of whalebird also show well.
The negatives just came this afternoon from the phote
shop.

There has been big newspaper talk against the
permit given me for 800 and some odd birds, though I
took some 260 odd on it. I straightened it out with
the Museum man end I think the Govermment. I am
thinking of carrying the war into the other side, as

the Museum will want more specimens from down here.

One distinct species of whalebird I did not get and

Mathews turned it down as immature. Museums here have

three or four znd will likely describe it again.




The Auckland Museum gave me a specimen of one species

I did not get and I gave him one from Bounty Is., and
gave Wellington two each of two species from the
iglands. They have specimens of the same, but birds
picked up after a gale. Seemingly from Godman's
monograph I have a new species of albatross. Two
Museum men say so and it has quite a different color-
ed bill from the usual species. One light-necked
species common at Stewart Island we camot place here.
I only have young of the wandering. I have no speci-
mens of the light-necked one. There is one specimen
here in the Museum and it is common at Stewart . If I
could send Correia on, I would run down to Stewart and

likely get the undescribed whalebird and this albatross,

but I cannot send him to New Hebrides, as witness the
Cook Island results. The Government now requires their
man to accompany expeditions at the cost of the ex-
pedition. Had I time to work, I think I could possibly
straighten it out; as it is, I may leave it for someone
else. I hope to send the entire lot of stuff onm April
1st, if not captured by the Government when I land on
the wharf to ship by steamer.

By the way, Mr. Archer, of the Auckland Museun,
gave me offhand this specimen of the species prion
that I did not get, so it would be well for you to
thank him when you get the specimen. Also when you
work on whalebirds, if you have no specimen of the
smallest billed kind which Matthews turned down as
immature, it is likely that Mr. Archer would forward




to you a specimen for you to compare with the lot

7.
~d '>{:3

you have. That is what Mr. FPalla thinks. He is one
of the enthusiasts about the lot and possibly the man
who will write the paper on them. Mr. Palls slso says
that Mr, Archer,of the Auckland Museum, is likely to
have specimens of the land birds of New Zealand to ex-
change with you, so it would be well to tackle him for
what you lack. They lack a skua of their own birds
here and I sent a smell series. Next mail I will send
you copies of the permit probably and the list I
turned in as collected, which, i kick does not
evaporate, may be useful when you publish the number
of specimens you base conclusions on. Tropica petrel
is also lacking in the Auckland Museum. I gave them
& priofinus and a prion today, but cannot afford more
until you look them over. I am trying to keep on
good terms with all of them as you will be helped by
all of them and possibly get specimens you may want.
I have ordered aux shells sent here and hope to have
the entire lot at once, as it is less bother. The
last lot kept as fresh as when they were shipped, for
they were well packed. I shot practically all the
birds collected in the last five months, with 7s
and 10 in 20 gauge. I have nine boxes and two bar-
rels ready for shipment next week.

Sincerely,

R. H. Beck.
P.S. Oh yes, about this new albatross. Can you not

run out the description of it promptly, that is under




two or three years? I am leaving two specimens here

in Auckland to be forwarded to Wellington Museum as

soon as you describe or say it is known. I would
take a chance on Cliver not describing it, but if
he were out of the Museum in six months and another
bright man took his place, he might beat you to it
&8s did the British Museum on less well marked spec-

imens from Fiji, of the Cuneatus.




Auckland, New Zealand
April 1, 1926,

Dear Dr. Murphy:

This morning after a round of visits
to various offices, the shipment of birds is now ready,
I hope, for shipment to New York. I had them on deck
yesterday ready to place on the wharf, when the agent
said the Customs refused a permit. A visit to the
Chief found him with a different tale than the day be-
fore when I saw him. But finally I got things settled,
though I will not be absolutely sure until I see the
boxes on board the steamer direct for New York, Sat-
urday. A few minutes ago I saw some film run through
that I took on Antipodes and Bounty Is. I have a few
feet that will interest you, I hope. I will likely
send it on the next mail boat. By the way, I sent a
canoe in one box for whomever cares to pay $3.00 for
it. If no one in the Museum cares for it, give to
one of your boys, if he can find room for it in his
quarters. And send a boy down to S.S. "Canadian
Challenger", as soon as this is received, to get two
packages of glass plates which I expect to send in
scare of the Chief Officer, addressed to the Museum.

I will place the bill of lading also in his hands.

I am sending with this mail a packet containing

Correia's sketches of birds' bills colored from

fresh specimens.

I am holding two specimens for the




Wellington Museum until you get a chance to describe
this bird. One of the sketches is not ecorrect, but
the one facing another head is more or less true to
1ife.

I have & letter from the Museum with a receipt
form for some 410 cartridges. I have ordered none of
these, but possibly your letters from Australia which
I hope to get here in a week or 8o, may give me a clue
a8 to their meaning. I sometimes wish I had a shot
pistol, but do not care for 410 for collecting, pre-
ferring the 20 gauge.

It is rather doubtful whether I remain a couple
of years longer. Perhaps getting entirely away from
the Prance for awhile will change the complexion of
the matter, but time will tell. ‘I am waiting now for
money sent to Australia.

Sincerely,

R. H. Beck.

P. 8. I enclose one of several columns in the papers
on the Expedition. There is a vast amount in the same
strain. It is hard on the Government officials. T

also enclose a copy of the permit which caused all the

commotion. I got about thirty land birds, I think.

I will later send you the list I sent the Government
48 collected. In a couple of cases I got more than
was allowed, so in land birds place these on the

reserve list when cataloging.




COPY

Pursuant to the powers vested in me by the Animals'
Protection and Game Act 1921-1922, I, Richard Francis
Bollard, Minister of Internal Affairs of the Dominion
of New Zealand, do hereby authorize Mr. Beck, of the
American Museum of Natural History, or his servant
acting under his written authority, to catch or take
from the seas and islands surrounding New Zealand,

specimens of each of the following birds:

Albatross

10 ?lackbrowed molljhavb Blackbellied storm petre]

10 Bounty Is. Blackecapped {5

10 uwnpbell . 3 Blackwinged

10 Snares ¥ b Blue

10 Yellownosed - Brown

10 Royal Albatross Cape Pigeon

10 Wandering " Chatham Is. Petrel

10 Sooty oy Cook's I
Auckland Is. Bellbird Diving "
Chatham = . Greybacked storm Petrel
Banded Fetterel 20 Greyfaced %
New Zealand " Giant "
Auckland Is. Duck ¢ Kermedec Is. Muttonbird
Chatham Is, Pied PFantail Rainbird

! " PFernbird Silvergrey Petrel

Snares " - Whalebird

Gannet - (Whiroia)

Blaokbilled Gull Whitechinned Fetrel
Seahawk 7hitefaced storm "

Black Oystercatcher Whiteheaded B

Pied Wilson's i

Antipodes Is. Parroquet Chatham Is. Pigeon

Auckland " Antipodes Is. Pipit

Chatham " " Auckland vt

Redfronted " Chatham
Parsonbird Lapwing

Big crested Penguin Sand Plover
4 " Wrybill

" )

Campbell Is. " Chatham Is. Robin

Tufted Snares "
Blue Chatham Is. Shag

King Allied Shearwater

Rockhopper : Longtailed "
Royal 23 L Pinkfooted "

Yelloweyed " Wedgetailed "
Whiteflippered" Antipodes Is. Snipe

Black Petrel Auckland "




Chatham Is. Snipe
Snares o ”

Southern Merganser
Blackfronted Stiltplover
Pied Plover

Blackfronted Tern
Caspian )

ol
YO BB

i
(-

"

10 Sooty Tern
Swallow-tailed Tern
Whitecapped Noddy "
Whitefronted "
White ¥
Whitewinged Black "
Auckland Is. Tomtit

(o)

Grey lioddy

e Chatham 1Is,
L e " " "

Warbler

—
O
(-

subject to the following conditions:
l. Not more than the number specified

Within seven days of the expiry

statement must be
the Department

~

number of birds taken.
3. This warrant must be returned with the statement
required to be forwarded in the last mentioned condition.
4, This warrant to remain in force for a period of
three months from the date hereof.

As witness my hand at Wellington, this 17th day

of December, 1925.
Richard F. Bollard

Minister of Internal Affairs.




Auckland, New Zealand.
April 10, 1926.

Dear Dr. Murphy:
The France will likely leave to-

morrow for the New Hebrides and I will leave as soon

as a boat sails for Australia. At the last moment

I changed Captains, after considering the various
points pro and eon. I wrote for aux shells some months
ago, if I remember rightly, but they had not reached
Australia in time to cuatch a steamer here on the 25th
of March. A notice is at hand that a package was ex-
pected there about the 25th of March. I hope to find

-~

them there when I:-reach the place. It may mean paying

heavy duty taking them on to New Hebrides. Here I
could have put them on board the France without paying
duty.

The "Honorable, energetic Secretary" of
the bird protection Society is s8till harping in the
papers about the Government giving me a warrant to
collect rare and extinet birds and for having allowed
me to go without a Government inspector on board to see

that the limit was not exceeded. The Minister who

issued the permit answered in the press, but I have

had no time to show up the ignorance of the energetic
chap. I probably will not have time to do it properly,
though the next permit issued here to foreigners will
necessitate carrying an official about to wateh shooters,

I enclocse the lists as sent to the Govern-




ment. You will note that I list four dottrel. These
are really sand snipe, I find on return, and I ex-
ceeded the four, if I remember rightly. The Govern-
ment man who inspected the birds, Mr. Oliver, Xnows
they are listed wrongly, but does not know that my
counting was faulty. The birds were common on the
islet where these were taken, but it now appears that
perhaps that may be the only island where they occur,

therefore, it will perhaps be well to keep dark the

~
£

act that more than four were secured, althouzh
not take ten sand plovers, the number which was
allowed me. I enclose a clipping or two re the matter.
The $2,000 cabled for is at hand, as is the let-
ter of credit. The latter has $1,500 on it which I
will earry on to New Hebrides, as I do not know what
facilities for getting money exist in that region,
after passing lNoumea.
I do not know whether the Government has
published the fact that I collected birds for them.
I did not get a permit for their birds, as I verbally
understood that & permit could be issued when I

returned.

I think I wrote you that labels on birds with

latitude and longitude may vary, not to exceed thirty

miles from the position given.

Sincerely,

R. H. Beock.




Auckland,

New Zealand.
April 10, 1926.

Statement of birds collected by Whitney Expedition

on and about the islands of New Zealand,

permit of Desember 17,

10
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Bounty Is. Mollyhawk
Buller's Albatroag
Sooty
Dot**e‘
Gannet
Seahawk
Oystercatcher
Antipodes Is.
Chatham 2
Crested Penguin
Rockhopper "
Blue "
Whiteflippered"
Brown Petrel
Cape Pigeon
Cook's Petrel
Diving "
Greyfaced "
Giant "
Whalebird

" (Whirocia)
Whitefaced storm Petrel
Antipodes Is. Pipit
nhatham 2

n Shag

Longteiled Shearwater
Pinkfooted =
Antipodes Is. Snipe
Blackfronted Tern
Whitefronted "
Chatham Is. Tomtit

" " Warbler
Wandering Albatross
Chatham Is. Fantail
Gavia Shearwater
Tui
Lesson's Petrel

Parroquet

1925,

as per

Statement of birds collect-

ed by Whitney
for
uary,
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Exrvedi tion
Iellli,»1 Museum, Jan-
February, March, 1926

Bounty Is.

Buller's

Seahawk

Sooty ‘Albatross

Antipodes Is. Parroquet
! 7. Pipit

Mollyhawk
Albatross

Parson bird

Crested Pengzuin

Rockhopper "

Giant PFulmar

Brown Petrel

Lesson's "

Cape Pigeon

Forster's Shearwater

Buller's Shearwater

Pinkfooted "

Cook's 4

Terns

Bounty Is.

Chatham "

Dottrel

Tui

Chatham Is.
" "

Shag

Fantail
Warbler
Tomtit
Parroquet
Blackbellied Petrel
Whitefaced u’

" "

" "




‘!,g“passed within 20 miles of Lord HYwe
lrd from. that 1sland was seen during the day .

; Iamloring and blackbrowed albatroasos were continually along side
i ‘agtern of us a ‘dozen at a time stmetimes. A Cape pigeon and lesmn
frel,'a wjalebird and a goodly number of longwinged petrels also

ept us company at times, DbDut wedgetalil sShearwaters,sooty rns
mother carys chlckens,bluefaced boobles, and redtail tropicbirds,

#11 nesting birds of Lord HOwe were noticeably absent within seeing
distance of the Makambo. Tho but 32 degr»aes south a dozen wanderling
sdhatrosees ware around the dalp =11 u’y 2g the s2a bHacana smoobLiiar. i
Lord Howe Island p=ased at !'1 A.lM,




New Hebrides Islands
Efate Island.

7e reached Vila and saw the two Commissioners
who both were cordial in giving permission to collect,
no bird laws being in force as far as they knew.
English sparrows were common in town and a very few
minahs were seen about the cattle on plantations out-
8ide a few miles. Two swifts were flying along the
beach road in town and two kinds of white-eyes were
also common in town, as well as warblers and a few
small fantails. A kingfisher or two was heard and
seen often in the outskirts. The common redcapped
dove has here the song or call of both the M jian
redcap and the perousi species. The sooty flycatcher
is seemingly scarce and also the woodswallow which
was common on the island where the British Governor
has his residence. Shrikes were seen on the island
and heard also on the main island.

The week of June 6th to 13th, I was laid up in bed
with a flock of water blisters on one of my feet., 1
tried several medicines, but after ten days they seem-
ed to dry up and then came out again.

The France got in on the 1léth, having passed thru
a hurricane after leaving Norfolk. Correia failed to
work offshore at the Great Barrier, but spent a couple
of weeks at anchor in a harbor where the people were
hospitable and then left for Norfolk where they anchor-

ed a couple of days before I got there on the 'Makembo'

from Sydney. 1 saw the Administrator who gave a permit




good for a set of birds, and Correia and Hicks got a

series in a week's time. f‘?’*

- /7

June 21

Ve left Vila and went around to Undine Bay where
we anchored close in to the estate ¢f Mr. Roche who
came with us from Vila, returning after a vacation
in Sydney.

June 22

I went up into the hills and found another fantail
on this side not seen about Vila. The Vila one
gscarce here. The thrush is , as usual, & wary bird.
Pigeons are plentiful in trees at 600 feet, both
Chili and Pacifiec. A flock of green doves are feeding
in a banyan tree with roots which stretch across more
than & hundred yards. There are 200 or so birds in
the floeck. 1 shot into & cluster of leaves and three
birds dropped. 1 saw them sitting all around in the
tree. They coo in unison while resting and feeding.
Twenty or so ground doves were seen at one time under
the orange trees where paroquets were feeding on
oranges. A nest was found ten feet up against the
trunk of a tree with two young birds in it. A few
days old bird flew off as 1 neared it. Ground doves
are common.

June 23 - 26

Red honeysuckers were found feeding on two trees.

in the forest with red flowers and were seen nowhere

else. I shot a few on one tree, but lack of aux shells




makes me very chary of using more than absolutely

necessary. I cannot shoot at swifts. I am hoping
that if the shells do not reach here next time on the
'Makembo', I can get them elsewhere. Shells ordered
before November had not reached Sydney by March 25th,
s0o I could not get them in New Zealand, and not until
I reached Vila did I find a permit from Vila was
necessary before they could leave sydney for New
Hebrides. Malau are common here and 1 got four on the
26th. I have found no nests yet. Wild chickens are
common here in the forest and they seem mixed a little
with the domesticated birds. I haven't seen rails

on this side or gallinules, though they are common
about Vila. A paroquet nest was found by & sailor

in a tree 20 feet up with a young bird and egg in the
nest. A couple of curlews were on shore and 1 zot one.
A couple of terns were also seen outside and a single

plotus booby &s we entered the harbor.

June 28
Up again and Hicks got a single redcap finch
similar to the Xleinschmidt of Fiji. Correia got
two redbreasts.
June 29
Up again and Hicks got nine more of the redcap
finches and Correia and I saw none. I went to 2,000
feet, or few feet from the highest point on the island.

1 shot at a redbreast, but failed to score.




June 30

Up again and Hicks gets but one more redhead
finch. Correia picks up a couple of redbreasts near
Hicks and me before nine o'clock, but does nothing
else during the day. Hicks falls and tears off a
fingernail.

July 1

7e moved three miles to Rosse's place and went

ashore. 7We heard of plenty of malau nests five miles

away and arranged to go there tomorrow. I went out
with the gun later and got a dozen birds while Correia
returned with a couple of kingfishers and a paroquet.
I noticed & whitebellied swift fly into a cavity in a
big banyan tree and on climbing it, found three or
four nests with nothing in them. I noticed two swifts
coming out. There was a heavy rain and 1 was soaked
most of the day. Correia found a hen's nest thirty
feet up in a basket fern or birdnest fern with two
rotten eggs in it.
July 2

We went out five miles to the east with the boat
to where the malaus nest. The guide took me along
the beach and soon we came to nests of dozens of them,
or rather holes where the birds had started nests.
The guide soon found two eggs in a hole on the beach
smong the bushes and as we were returning an hour and

a half later, & bird was flushed from the same hole,

and on digging, another fresh ezxg was found in the

bottom. Along the beach for a half mile we found many




holes, some under tree trunks and under pandanus flwf’:
L0 !

trees, some twenty eggs being found by four or five

of us. Two were taken from & hole under a tree trunk
by the guide and eight feet away I dug ‘down a little
way into another hole and fetched out another. Three
were found in one hole, but most had one as the natives
evidently keep c¢lose tabs on them. Most of the 1ot
taken were fresh or slightly incubated. The holes do
not go down as far in most cases as do the holes on
Niafou Island in the Tongan group and the eggs do not
appear to be as large for the bird's size as were those
on the Tongan Island. Rather small holes are dug in
the bottom part of the nest, although perhaps at least
a foot of earth is piled on top of the egg. Borou and
pandanus trees are common in the stretch that the birds
use and the soil seemed warm at the bottom of the holes,
though moist, as rain fell yesterday. Coming back, I
shot three bergi terns from some rocks where a flock

of fifty were sitting and further along I shot four

herons from & small islet on the reef. Correia and

Hicks got a few land birds.

July 3
We went across to Nguna Island and I went up
toward the top and found most species of birds the
same as Efate. I saw no large fantails, but they
might have been on the highest peak which I did not
aseend. Thrushes were seen and Hicks got one., I saw

& duck hawk soaring over me too high to shoot. I shot




& small, grayish, flying fox and the native said it

was a different species. I also saw several small f{?]
bats in a cave, but could get none. I saw several

gwifts' nests in & banyan tree and some spots in-a

low cave on the beach where they also nested. None

had eggs in them. I got a nest of a ground dove on

the limb of & tree fifteen feet up with fresh eggs.
Malaus are said to nest on this island in rotten tree
trunks instead of on the ground. I heard & barn owl
after dark.

Mau Island
July 5

We came across from Ngana this morning and I
climbed to the top of the island. I found a place
where the malaus were digging and the earth was quite
warm at the bottom of the hole. There were many places
where birds had been scratching, but not a bird was
heard. I thought I heard a thrush, as did Hicks.
Yellowbellies were evidently absent, as we heard none.

There was & clearing right on the top and & crop of

yams hanging on poles.

July 6
We went past Monument Rock and saw a single
Bluefaced booby, fifty or more Redfooted and 200 or
more Plotus boobies. There were no frigates and birds
left the Rock as we neared it. The sea was rough,
80 I did not lower the boat. We went on and looked
at the lee of Two Hills Island, but no safe anchorage

e\ 2 EMAE

was found. e went on to Three Hills Island where




we anchored in the lee. Something went wrong with

the steering as it will not carry the mainssil with
beam wind. Possibly too much by head, but will
determine next time at sea. I went ashore in the
afternoon and found thrushes and redbreasts near the
beach. I shot six redbreasts and then quit, while
Hicks got four and Correia did not see them. Shrikes
with white-eyes were feeding near the ground at a
couple of places and I got two. Both white-eyes were
common in flocks. Both fantails were seen, but they
are rare.
July 7

Mrs. Coverdale and here five? year old son are
the only white persons on the island with 200 natives.
Cotton grows far overhead and does well. Wild pigs
run everywhere and I shot & small porker with number 10
along the trail near the house. It was excellent eat-
ing. I went to the top of a high hill which was in
the fog and found red honey suckers on the top and
there only. Several were seen and heard. BSooty fly-
catchers are not uncommon here and there are plenty
of thrushes, though they are hard to locate. Red-
breasts are common. I saw a small bird and found it
to be similar to the small bird of Norfolk Island.
I saw two others, but did not secure them. Hicks got
a redeapped finch which is slightly bluer than the
redcaps of Efate Island. A small green paroquet was

seen twice flying through the cocoanuts near the house,

once a pair, but the others did not see them. The




wind is strong from the eastward.

July 8
It was rainy in the morning and the rest of the

day. I did not go ashore.

July 9
I went up the eentral hill and found neer the top
a tree with blossoms that a number of honeysuckers or
warblers were feeding on. I heard a couple of small
paroquets in a tree and after a long time I managed
to shoot one. The rain came over with fog and. ]
returned to find that Hicks had gotten three small
paroquets in the coccanut grove along the shore. A
redcap fineh had also been secured. I got two of the
midgets.
July 10
Correia reported the midgets or small birds as
common, seeing them in the top of the tree where the
finches were, but they were too high for him to shoot,
he said. I got both of mine with the aux and found it

hard to distinguish them from white-eyes when high up.

Today T went to the east side of the island and al-
though on the lookout, I only got one midget and Hicks

got one. Correias failed to get a paroquet and Hicks

gat a couple of the redcap finches, seeinz none of

the paroquets where he went. A malau was heard.
Thrushes were heard, but were very wary, keeping hidden
from view even when within shooting range. The larger

swift was not seen here, though the white swift is




common. I got three shrikes and three kingfishers

along the trails. y(-’

July 12,

It was a fine day and I went to the top of the
south hill, finding right on top trees with white
clumps of flowers in blossom on which small paroquets
and honeysuckers were feeding. The paroquets kept up
a continual singing and the honeysuckers were fighting
amongzst themselves. A dozen or more trees held the
birds and the red honeysuckers were common, though none
are seen down in the lower parts of the island. Hicks
saw no paroquets about the coccaﬁut trees where they
were seen on rainy days when the summits of the peaks
were in the fog. DNone of us got midgets and no blue
finches. I have seen none and Hicks got his in a
couple of trees. I asked Correia to get a half dozen
small fantails, but he showed up with one bird at
four P.M. Hicks got two small pigs and Oscar, who went
after them, got one. I got four thrushes and seven
small paroquets and could have shot others of the

latter, but the thrushes are hard to secure.

July 13

T
We leave leﬁ Island and after trying out the

rudder, decide to run back the few miles to Undine
Bay and examine it thoroughly as the ship does not
sct right and the Captain thinks it was damaged in

the hurricane near Norfolk.




Vila, New Hebrides,
July 15, 1926.

Dear Dr. Murphy:

Your letter of May 10th is just at
hand as we returned here to replace the rudder which
was evidently injured when the vessel struck on the
reef in the Lau Islands and has gradually become more
and more twisted until the post was nearly twisted in
two. We are lucky to have reached here with it. We
have collected about 500 or so birds here in New
Hebrides, having worked five islands.

As I wrote you from Auckland, I sent
Correia with the France from Auckland to Vila by way
of lorfolk 1sland. 1 asked him to cruise outside
Hauriki Gulf for a week if the weather was not too
bad, but he elected to spend a couple of weeks at
anchor at Great Barrier Island and then proceeded to
Norfolk, where 1 saw the Governor and got permission

for a few birds. Then I asked Correia to call at

three small islands on the way to Vila, but the fireé

one called at was visited on a windy day and they
could not collect. Being discouraged at this, he
decided to come direct to Vila, leaving the other two
where sea birds nest. He did manage to get two or
three shags at anchor at Great Barrier, and Hicks

picked up & few tubinares in the boat there in the bay.




1 note Mr. Sherwood's thoughts regarding the

deduction of Correia's salafy for the two months he

laid off in Auckland. Had he been working fairly
regularly the rest of the time, I would approve of

that, but I think of the necessary innumerable days

when we are in ports and he has nothing to do but

parade the streets in his best clothes. I think of

his continual inability to do colleeting that I, who

am ten years older, have to do or leave undone. 1
remember yesterday's smile on his face when he read

your letter saying 1 wanted to collect in the interior
of the two large islands. He does not intend to get
many hundred yards from the beach on Santos and Malakula
Islands, for the mountain people there have & bad
reputation yet. 1 think of & hungred other things that
incline me to the belief that he is earning not a great
deal over the $125.00 a month. Were I to tell him that'
the Museum people think he should have thetwo months
salary when on vacation, '‘after your letter telling of
his importance to the Museum, it is not at all unlikely
that I would have to send him to New York within the
month to help the Museum in directing its expeditions.
His mind is somewhat different from its state three
years ago. He accepted an invitation from the Govermor's
wife on Norfolk for Mrs. Correia to spend a few days
with her on their arrival there. The Governor's lady
2ot sick before the visit, however, and it was cancelled.
On board here when I ask him to put a cover on a box

or similar chores, he has to get-a sailor to help him.




I said awhile back that I did not think he could sarry
on the work six months efficiently. I mow think he h!(;f}
could not carry it on six days in a manner that woulad
satisfy you if you were on board watching operations.

At the last island I collected a small bird, the first

of its kind here, but similar to one in Norfolk. A
couple of days later Hicks got a couple, and I think
Correia got one. Correia reported them common high up

in big trees, dbut too high to collect!! I got four or
five with the aux in a few days. 1 asked Correia on

the last day to get five or six small fantails, us we

had very few. They were 8inging within 200 yards of us.
He returned at night with one. Why don't I collect them
myself, say you? Confound it, I have gzot to go to the
top of the island (2000 feet, carrying a knife in one
hand to eut 100,000 or less vines that stop progress)

to try for thrushes which Correia cannot collect (though
he sometimes hears them) and to look for species that

may be present. On the last island I went to the top =~
of one peak and right on top found the small green
paraqueets plentiful with red honeysuckers. I got we
several of each while Hicks who found them three days
earlier in the rain at sea level saw none in his local-
ity. I don't mind going to the top of a 2000 foot peak
occasionally, but when it is necessary to go day after
day in the rain and fog because my assistant is unable -
to get anything in the line of the rarer birds, T become

wearied. ©On that island I collected verhaps & dozen

thrushes becsause | tried for them. Were I twenty years




younger, it would be a pleasure, but it is not now!
The few lines above indicate why I am not at present
telling Correia he is $200.00 richer than he thought
he was. Before closing this subject, however, I might
add he collects in stockingless feet because when his
stockings get wet they chafe his feet!

As to Dr. Drowne, 1 think he would answer for
directing the expedition while I was absent, far better
than Correia seems able to do. But for the collecting,
I am getting past the aze, for a man after forty cannot
do it for any lenzth of time. He can go out and collect
as does Correia, but he cannot get two, three or four
species on an island that are wary or rare and that
require a 1ot of climbing through tangled underbrush and
mountainous country. The last 500 yards of my last
climb when 1 got the paraqueets, 1 left my hunting coat
behind because of its weight and the steepness of the
ridge. The other two peaks on the island I visited in
the rain and fog, zetting few specimens, though the first
paraqueet on onme of them. A middle aged man would no
doubt do it once or twice, but when he has to put on wet
clothes in the morning after a strenuous day the day
before and repeat the performance, it is not in him, I
think, As to the Englishman, I am really afraid I am
not the type of manager that a cultivated Englishman
would cotton to. But if you think he might manage affairs

satisfactorily in my absence and is not afraid of work-

ing long hours six days a week, perhaps he qight be

worth trying. 3But all English individuals interested




in birds seem to think a series of six of a species is

about as many as the law allows. 1 was brought up in

59
& school where 100 was the beginning of a series. That PR

of course is somewhat modified by ecircumstances now.

I am hoping fifty or so wandering albatrosses from about
New Zealand will not inconvenience you. I had hoped a
suitable assistant would have reached here ere this.

He will not help in New Hebrides where I wanted help.

If we work New Caledonia, 1 will want to work the main
island while the France works outside islands. How

much longer I can remain is still problematical. Here
where islands are close together and smooth anchorazes
frequent, Mrs, Beck is on the France. 1 had intended
stopping with her at Santos Island while the Prance went
to Banks and Santa Cruz groups, but do not know now.

1 mailed four boxes from here and sent two
more today. No receipts are given for parcel post
packages, so if you fail to get the number I say I sent,
send me the postmaster's number of the packages you
receive and I will try to have them look up the missing
boxes. I certainly agree that it takes'a long time to
get orders for shells filled. I have not received the
boxes you sent "long ago". They were discharged yes-
terday, though 150 miles north of here where I will get
them in & month or so, 1 hope. That is the earliest
under prevailing conditions that they could get here.

I wrote the letter asking for them on COctober 1, 1925,

and on March 25, 1926, they had not reached Sydney where

1 wanted them for shipment to go aboard the France in




Auckland a week later. Not until I reached here could
I get & permit to import them here &nd a month's delay
from strikes enables us to put them aboard about eleven
months after being ordered. I1f you think you cannot
get an order filled on fifteen days notice for 10.000
shells, it will be well to order some loaded at once
and hold till directions are sent for shipment. Cirecum-
stances that probably won't occur again prevented our
running short this time. It will be vastly more con-
venient and cheaper to send the entire order at one time.

Possibly the faet that I am just getting over
a slight attack of fish poisoning which hit some of the
crew with & vengeance may have s8lightly colored the
tone of this letter, but in the main it contains