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Itinerary and Contents

Volume III.

19 3 2

February 2. 'France' arrives Rabaul, New Britain

Island, Territory New Guinea.

February 10. Capt. Thomas Royden Lang leaves

Expedition.

March 1. John and Harold James begin collecting

Rabaul and environs.

March 31. W. R. Carpenter offer to purchase

'France '

.

April 18. Vessel on slip for inspection.

Expedition Headquarters established

ashore

.

April 22. W .R .Carpenter & Co. agree to purchase

'France '

.

May 1 . Camp established at Latromat, in the

central Baining Valley, Gazelle Penin-

sula, New Britain.

June 84, First collection New Britain assembled

and prepared for shipment New York.

July 13. Received payment for schooner, 'France '-

also dispatched first shipment, New York
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JulyJuly 20. Collecting begins second shipment. Base

camp remains at Latromat in the central

Baining Valley.

August 9-30. One camp established at Wvinga in Baining

Mountains and several unsuccessful at-

tempts are made to push through Mountains

to Wide Bay.

September 19-29. Rabaul
; dispatching specimens.

September 29

October 1. M/v. Lassul - enroute Nakanai District,

North coast New Britain.

October 1-10. Walo Station: Bungula Bay, Nakanai

District.

October 10-17. Coultas to interior of Mountains, to

elevation of 6200 feet.

October 18-26. Harold and John James, Malutu, 2700

feet elevation.

October 18-26. Coultas, Walo.

October 26-31. Coultas, Tarobi and Passusu.

October 31 —
November 6. Walo Station.

November 6-18. Malutu, 2700 feet elevation.
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November 18-

December 5. Lobi
,

2200 feet elevation.

December 5-6. Walo Station.

December 6-10. En route Rabaul.

December 10-16. Rabaul

.

December 16-17. En route Wide Bay, New Britain.

December 17-27. Tol Plantation, Wide Bay.

December 27-31. Camp on Mavlo River, Wide Bay.

1 9 3 3.

January 1-26. Mavlo River, Wide Bay.

January 26-27. To Balayang, Baining Mountains.

January 28

—

March 20. At Balayang— a 2500 ft. Plateau.

March 21-22 En route Mavlo.

March 23 —
April 12. Collecting, Mavlo River.

April 12-19 At Tol Plantation.

April 19 —
May 12. To interior Timoipe Mts. to 3500 fe

elevation.
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March 25 --

May 5

.

May 1-30.

May 12-30.

May 31-June 3.

June 3-July 13.

June 7.

July 13

—

August 2.

July 27-28.

August 3 —
September 30.

John James, Andamgi, Baining Mts.

2200 feet elevation.

Harold James, collecting Rabaul.

Tol Plantation, collecting.

En route Rabaul.

Rabaul

.

John and Harold James leave Expedition.

Usiwit River - North coast Gazelle

Peninsula, New Britain.

Talele Islands.

Rabaul

.

1 .

2 .

3.

4.

List of Birds Collected on New Britain;

Rabaul area

Gaining Valley

Nakanai Mountains.

Wide Bay

Usiwit River and Talele Islands.5.
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1

1932.

JPebruary 2 (Tuesday). Habaul. After a good

night's run across from Kevs Ireland vre entered Blanche Bay

and anchored in front of Carpenter's '.Vharf, Habaul, just at

daylight.

The medical officer. Dr. Brennen, and several

customs officials boarded ship at 9:30 A.M. and issued us

a pratique which extended us the courtesy of the harbor.

Myself ashore during the morning to the principal

shipping firms and learned that there would be a boat calling

here on February 10 en route Sydney, Australia, which could

accommodate Captain Lang. /ith the ’France' to be sold

there is no possibility of retaining him any longer, so I

must return him to his destination.

The Solomon Island crew will have to remain here

until March 1 at which time a vessel is proceeding to Tu-

lagi in that group. This delay, on their part, will give

me a splendid opportunity to put the vessel in first-class

condition before they leave. These boys understand the

ship and can accomplish twice as much as a new crew not

properly trained.

The 'Prance' is well known in this port as both

Beck and Hamlin have visited here previously with the same

vessel. Any number of joeople stopped me and inquired of

earlier members of th^ crew.

At the post office, I found tVie following letter

of instructions from Dr. Murphy awaiting me:
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October ."^O, 19:^1

Dear Goultas:

Tie have just received your catalogue and notes

on the Caroline Islands, dower, Ontong Java, etc., and

the three notebooks with the numerical record of the

specimens

.

aS you know, we have had quite an exchange of

cables with Captain Lang at Manila as well as with you

at Palau, and only after some difficulty have we learned

the reason why the ’•^HAIx'CE put in at Manila and what the

prospects were for early departure toward labaul. Cap-

tain Lang finally sent us a long and detailed account of

the circumstances, whereupon we ordered him to put to

sea and pick you up as soon as possible. You were doubt-

less also in communication with him about the time you

notified us that you would proceed to Pabaul.

AS a matter of record I wish to note that my

principal letters to you during 19.'51 were those of January

19th, February 4th, April 10th, June E5th, August 4th, and

depten ber 16th. Thus far I believe I have had acknowledg-

ment only of the first two in this list, but I trust that

all the others have by this time been delivered to you.

Most of them were addressed either to the American Consul

or the National City Bank at Kobe, Japan, although several

ma.y have been sent to Palau-Yap-Truk in accordance with

your instructions of May 17th. In most instances, a car-

bon of each letter has been mailed to one of your addresses

as a special precaution.
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It is not necessary for me to reoite again the

instructions to close up the exnedition this year because

I have already done this in my letter of September 16th.

To this, however, I must add with emphasis that the very

last money from the regular fund was the draft for $5,000

sent to your account in Kobe on September 15, 1931. This

reoresented the promised October deposit. How much we may

be able to supply you with next year is still a question,

but if you get rid of the n’rance and pay off your captain

and crew you may be sure that we shall see to it that you

are kept supplied with the necessary funds until you have

sufficient warning about being recalled to the United

States. There can be no question, however, about keeping

the schooner FRANCE any longer. .7e sympathize with your

disappointment, and fully realize the difficulties of

working without a vessel, as outlined in your letter of

May 17th. All that is neither here nor there because we

have not, and shall not have, the money to run her any

longer. Use your best judgment and luck and sell, charter,

or la;r her up according to the best ooportunities that

arise. .7e hope that you may be able to realize something

on the vessel at Rabaul, and that the sum obtained will

help with your expenses in New Britain or New Ireland next

year. are still awaiting very eagerly for a tentative

estimate from you. Do you think it will be possible to

carry out a modest campaign for five or six thousand dol-

lars in addition to your own salary? If not, kindly get

us some figures as soon as you can, for we want very much
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to have you conduct such a course of shore work at least

throughout the year 1938. The job of getting rid of the

vessel and winding up the ./hltney South Sea Expedition will

be your -^irst responsibility, and the sooner we hear that

this part of the task has been accomplished the better all

members of the Committee will feel.

,7e have never succeeded in getting the net called

for in your recent cable. Nearly a year ago we sent the

necessary funds to Dr. Stresemann in Berlin, but he was

unable to get any response from the Italian manufacturers

of the bird net. Somewhat later I communicated with them,

but have not yet had their reply. '.Ve shall purchase and

send you one or more of these nets providing we ultimately

gee some response from the makers. Just why they have

shown no interest in selling their product for American

dollars neither Mayr nor I understand. Nothing of the sort,

it seems, is manufactured anywhere else than in Italy.

I have no idea of your present balance of funds

or of supplies. How do you stand for auxes? Between the

last few days of 1930 and the first of February 1931 we sent

you consignments totalling 10,000 shells, but have had no

word as to what proportion of these were delivered to the

vessel. I hope that you have sufficient ammunition to begin

work on New Ireland or New Britain, and that we maj'- learn

in the near future your needs in the matter of other sup-

plies.

Or. Ma.vr is working on a locality list and sug-

gestive species catalogue for both New Britain and New Ire-
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land. It will be best if we leave you without soeclfic in-

structions as to beginning your work:, because your own con-

veniences will doubtless be the best guide. I'y suggestion

would be to get established at a main base camp which might

prove to be headquarters for a number of weeks, or even

months, and to hunt up some good material in the way of

native collectors. .7e should naturally expect that some

little time would be required to break in such men, but

there is no reason why you should not pick the best and pay

them well according to the local scale. Moreover, if you

have or can find any tolerable white companion, I should

think you could well afford to hire him also.

Once the ?'3?ANCJi; is off our hands, this matter of

being nearly always out of communication will not prove

such a heavy burden, as soon as you reach Habaul and have

sized up the general situation, I hope that you will send

us a full report. None of us can be quite at ease, natu-

rally, until we learn definitely that the FRANCS has been

sold or stolen! In other words, until by hook or crook

the expense of keeping her up becomes a thing of the past,

we shall all be somewhat ill at ease. Dr. Sanford has just

this moment burst in to ask when the FRANCS will be disposed

of, and all I can tell him is your instructions are per-

fectly clear and that you will handle the matter to the best

of your ability and with the utmost despatch.

7ith best wishes from all of us, I an.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Robert Cushman Murphy
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February 3 (Wednesday). Pabaul. D&apatched the

following cable to Dr. Murphy at the Museum, "Announce

arrival, all the crew on board to be discharged, will dis-

pose of vessel, sufficient funds in hand for present, for-

warding cases marked as usual. i:o ammunition required this

year. .jSOOO all that I require this year. Present ex-

change favorable. Please send remittance through Standard

Bank of South Africa Ltd. to the credit of my account Bank

New South 7ales here to the Bank. Ooultas."

Vshore to interview the lovernment Secretary,

Mr. Page, who informed me that the administration would of-

fer no objections to our proposed ornithological survey.

Though I had been informed that the Government

contemplated the purchase of a small schooner for the use

of out station patrol officers, Mr. Page insisted that he

was not interested in the 'Prance.' That vessel was too

large for his needs, he inferred. On the other hand, the

harbor master. Commander /ebb, advised me that he would

interview the Administrator, General .'/isdom, upon this

Excellency's return from a trip of inspection and attempt

to procure the 'France' for the use of the District services.

I also visited Messrs. Burns Philp and Go. re-

garding the 'Prance' .and was informed that they were not

interested, m fact, that firm owned a schooner in the

Bolomon Islands which they were advertising for sale at

the time.

Follow this, I next interviewed /. P. Carpenter

er of the two leading firms in Pabaul and
and Co.

, the oth
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was please! to learn that these latter were contemplating

the purchase of a schooner and would consider the 'Prance.'

I quoted this fir;- the sum of 20U0 Pounds Aus-

tralian for the vessel as she lay in Rabaul Harbor and was

informed that the matter of sale would be taken up with the

head of-^ice in Sydney at once. Since there is a ."^-weekly

mail service between here and Sydney, well over a month

must elapse before any definite reply can be received from

that quarter.

Also to visit the office of the "Rabaul Times" to

place an advertisement for offer of sale of the 'Prance.

'

Mr. Hoogelweurf, the editor, was reluctant about advertising

the vessel as we are foreigners, but did offer to give us a

write-up and etate that the vessel was to be disposed of

since we are to become a land unit.

The crew have been at work these two days drying

and unbending sails. Those will be stowed away in the

main hold as we have no further use for them.

February 4 (Thursday). Rabaul. To the bank of

New oouth /ales to arrange for a current account and to

have the balance of my funds now in the Bank at Kobe, Japan,

transferred to Rabaul. Recently the Japanese yen has b-^'en

falling on the exchange which means that I will lose money

on this transaction.

!/ost of the exnedition mail is scattered to the

four winds. Though I dispatched instructions to duam and

Kobe none of that mail has arrived as yet. To safesTuard

against loss, I duplicated the instructions
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'.7ith Captain Lan-' to the Japanese shipmaster, :.r.

Komini, but learned that his trucks and slinvvay are badly

in need of renair, hence he will not be in a position to

haul the '^’rance' if and when we must pull that vessel out

of the water for insoection before sale.

Mr. John James remained at work on the engine

cleaning and oiling that instrument of propulsion against

rust which is bound to set in, if that vessel lies idle

any length of time.

The crew were employed all day unreeving all run-

ning gear. That, too, will be stowed away in the forward

hold, safe against deterioration.

A customs officer, Mr. Palfreynan, came aboard

and checked over all ship's stores with me. It will be

necessar;!,'' to pay an import tax of 10 per cent valorum

on all commestibles brought into the territory*. The am-

munition will be assessed 25 per cent of its original

value. ii]ven with these assessments our goods and equipment

will be considerably cheaper than the same goods in the

local stores.

V/ith the drop in excha;ige value of the English

and the Australian pounds, imported American produce has

more than quadrupled in value. The merchants in turn have

taken advantage of this trend of affairs and have marked

their own prices. For instance, a 5 cent current issue of

the 'Saturday Evening Post' sells for (87 l/2 cents)

normal exchange or about 50 cents present exchange. It

is well that we have a generous supply of canned goods on
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board,

February 5 (Friday). Habaul. Gomtnander Robert

Grookshank R. N. (Ret) late Gaptaln of the 'Prance' and

now in command of Garpenter's vessel the 'Duranbah' came

aboard to pay a visit. He has had the misfortune to fall

down a hatch aboard his vessel, break his left arm and

scrape generous quantities of skin from his face. 7e were

most pleased to see the old Gantain again.

He informed me that his firm was anxious to pur-

chase this vessel, but like all business organizations would

not pay more than was absolutely necessary for the '’’^’rance.'

TTlth Gantain Lang to another Jaoanese shipwright,

lir. Nagahama, whose slip we have learned will accommodate

the 'France' when it becomes expedient to haul her up. The

cost of such a performance would be 7,5 pounds Australian,

but that amount would rest on the purchaser should the ves-

sel be sold.

To the bank and transferred the sum of 500 pounds

Australian from my Sydney accouiit to Rabaul.

Mr. Ted Taylor, the District officer, of New

Britain, called aboard ship pursuant to our proposed orni-

thological survey. He outlined briefly the lews and regu-

lations regarding work in the bush and informed me that I

could have police boys if I wanted them. I refused the use

of toe latter as they have turned out many times to be a

nuisance in that they create discord among the natives and

oftentimes attempt to run matters to suit themselves. Mr.

Taylor advised me to begin work in the center of the Gazelle
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Peninsula until such time as I had familiarized myself with

the natives and the country. He also offered no objection

to my using local natives as shoot boys. The Inhabitants

of the mountains, so I was informed, such as the Nakanais

and the Arawes were not too settled yet and those areas were

not under control. Mr. Taylor expressed his desire that I

stay out of the Ar&ne country.

.Vhile with the Nakanai mountains I might go in

quietly without seeking Government permission, but that I

must not give those people firearms to hunt with.

February 6 (Saturday). Habaul. Mr. John

Thurston, a local ship owner, recruiter, trader, and sup-

posed plantation owner aboard with his crew of Manus toys

who inspected the underside of the ship for broken copner

plates

.

Mr, Thurston has expressed his desire of pur-

chasing the 'France' which he would like to use in the

Sepic Aiver for recruiting purposes. He feels that he

can carry 500 boys aboard the vessel easily.

There are several reasons why Mr. Thurston can

not be looked upon as a prosnective purchaser. In the

first place, he has no money and is heavily in debt to

.7. R. Carpenter aad Go. who hold a stiff mortgage over

his nresent ship 'The Drina. ' Secondly, there is a law

in this territory to the effect that any vessel over 45

tons net must be operated by a certificated master mariner

and I r. Thurston does not hold a ticket. Last of all, I

have been warned by :he customs office and a number of
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other people that Thurston cannot be trusted.

I must say that this man did give us some very

helpful suggestions regarding trade goods for dickering with

natives. He advised us to carry calicos, bush knives, trade

tobacco, beads, safety razor blades, salt, thread and fish-

hooks. Many of his suggestions were most helpful later on

when we reached the bush.

Our own crew busy cleaning out the hold and ar-

ranging everything in shipshape order.

Mrs. Goultas at work making a comparative list of

prices of commodities from Manila, Hong Kong, Habaul and

Sydney. .7ith the present fluctuating exchange it is very

difficult for us to tell just where to purchase necessities.

Habaul prices are so outlandishly high I hate to spend the

money here.

February 7 (Sunday). Habaul. Considerable rain

this morning. Busied myself with accounts which will give

me no end of trouble as they are in pounds, yen, pesos,

and guilders.

In the afternoon for a long walk through the city

and the botanical gardens. Habaul is spread out for miles

along the east side of Simpson Harbor and the bases of two

volcanoes which go to form a narrow peninsula. As a rule

the place is oppressingly hot and after a rain inflicted

with the sulphur fumes of a more or less active parasitic

offshoot of one of the volcanoes. The city, though, is

moderately clean with wide, shaded, graveled streets and

uniform one-story bungalow type homes. Both houses and
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stores all built on piles. There are about 400 white resi-

dents, most of which are Government employees or clerks in

the stores. They require the services of EOOO or more na-

tives who attend to all sorts of duties.

The botanical garden at the northern end of the

city, a carry-over from Gernian times, is really a credit to

the government and the community. It has been enlarged

upon in recent years, added to, and improved to where one

might class this undertaking as one of the major accom-

plishments of the administration. Just recently an orchid

grove has been added which exhibits hundreds of varieties

of local species. Those might well be inspected by

transient botanists.

February 8 (Monday). Rabaul. Thurston's boys

at work cleaning the ship's bottom. They report one niece

of copper missing near the rudder. Crew of the 'France'

at work oiling masts and painting above decks forward.

Commander Webb, the harbor master, aboard to

measure the hold of the 'France.' He insists that he will

do everything he can to induce the Government to purchase

the vessel, principally as a freight carrier up the Sepic

River where a district officer and his staff are scattered.

Webb, I think, feels that he would like to get out of

Rabaul and go back to sea again.

Thurston, on the other hand, tells me he is at-

tempting to raise funds. It is encouraging to know that

there are interested parties. So many people are in debt
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to the large firms that the field of prospects will be

limi ted.

I don't feel like extending any one terms over

a period of years so must hold out for cash.

February 9 (Tuesday). Rabaul. General vVisdom,

the Administrator, returned this morning from an inspection

trip about the islands. I visited him and was well re-

ceived, was offered any facilities at his command to aid

me in the ornithological work.

'.Yhen the question of the 'Prance' came up he ad-

vised me that he thought it would be more oracticable for

the Government to build a new ship according to their

specifications and not attempt to alter a second-hand ves-

sel to meet their needs. He did finally agree to take the

matter under consideration.

The two telegraphic transfers of funds, one from

New York and the other from Kobe, Japan, reached the bank

today. On the Japanese transfer I lost 500 pounds on what

I should have obtained had the yen remained normal. At

that I made money over the gold standard rate. 'Jith the

accumulation of funds I have sufficient to carry me on for

many months.

Spent the whole afternoon and night going over

accounts with Captain Lang.

February 10 ( Wednesday ). Rabaul. The 3. 3.

Nellora of the Eastern and Australasian Line arrived in

port enroute Sydney. Captain Thomas Royden Lang, who has

been with me many months, packed his effects and left the
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expedition to journey to Sydney aboard this vessel. The

Captain certainly hated to leave but there was no other

course open for him as there is no possibility of work in

his line here.

After paying hin his wages in full all of us at-

tended him to the ship to wish him Bon Voyage,

Mike James has come down with a dose of fever

which he must have contracted at Port Sulphur, New Ireland.

Much of it is his own fault as Mike is a finicky eater and

will not consume sufficient for his needs.

February 11 (Thursday). Habaul. Continued hard

rains and squalls from the N. i7,
, it looks to me as though

we are in for a siege of bad weather. Kept the crew em-

ployed all day cleaning and scrubbing paint work. None of

us ashore and fortunately no visitors either.

The vessel has developed a slight leak at the

base of the windlass which will be very difficult to re-

pair even though Lang and I did pour great quantities of

marine glue into the place when we were on Kusaie Island.

February 12 (Friday). Pabaul. Learned defi-

nitely that I can get the Solomon Islands crew awaj/- on the

S. 3, Duris which is sailing for Tulagi on March 1. There-

fore cabled Mr. Johnson, the Treasurer of the Solomon Is-

lands Covernraent to that effect. These boys are long over-

due so I will have to make the best of it with them.

Boys employed all day aboard, scraping and var-

nishing the booms. Also the two ship's boats were hauled

up preparatory to painting. The small one is in good con-
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dltion, but the large one has been badly eaten with Teredo

worm. By the Judicious use of patches of lead, and hot

marine glue and Stockholm tar we hope to make it water-

tight, for inspection at the time of sale. By rights we

should have a new boat, but can't afford it.

”Kar Kar" Schmidt came aboard to inspect the

vessel; he like many others would like to purchase it to

use in hauling copra from the outstations to Habaul. Un-

fortunately, ”Kar Kar" has no ready cash and no hope of

getting any either.

February l-”^ (Saturday). Uabaul. Ashore early

to the native market or "Bung" as it is called here. The

same is a compound of two long cement sheds with countless

tables and benches piled high with all sorts of garden

truck; outside are about 25 more long tables where one can

find the same sort of edibles for sale.

Natives from all over this area come every day,

especially Saturday, well laden with coramestibles to ex-

change for cash or tobacco.

One can find most anything he requires at this

distribution center: fowl, ducks, eggs, and even Megapode

fish, prawns, clams, lobsters, oysters, taro, sweet

potatoes, yams, tomatoes, lettuce, cabbage, onions, cuctm-

bers, pumpkins, melons, radishes, native greens, native

nuts, and sometimes corn, as well as other commodities as

Pau Pau, oranges, tangerines, lemons, etc.

Prices are fixed by the Government and are f a^ rly

reasonable: one large Pau Pau one stick of tobacco, a
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good-sized basket of tomatoes one shilling a bunoh, (ring),

of bananas 1 stick: of tobaooo, one cabbage 6 pence. Corn

4 ears for one stick of tobacco. Police boys are stationed

about the place to regulate all prices and settle any dis-

putes arising.

This large trading compound is the most snacious

and best organized that I have seen in this part of the

world and will, I am sure, go a long way toward teaching

the native the value of money as a method of exchange. As

far as barter is concerned, these ’’primitive” people were

engaged in trade long before Christianity overtook the

tribes of Europe and the former can still teach the whites

a few tricks in the matter of close bargaining.

Considerable rain today. Crew were employed as

usual cleaning about the ship.

I rigged up a dark room in the captain's cabin

and began developing pictures inyater brought to 70°

Fahrenheit by the judicious use of ice. '.Ye have encoun-

tered no end of troidDle getting water cool enough to keep

the emulsion from running.

February 14 (Sunday). Continued rains with inter-

mittent sharp squalls from the northwest. »7as necessary to

let out another 30 fathoms of chain and as a safeguard laid

out the second anchor and 30 fathoms of chain in case we

think it advisable to let that go also.

Developed more pictures wi th an average degree

of success. The water cooled with ice is all that is neces-

sa 2ry to our undertaking.
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February 15 (Monday). Rabaul. Torrents of rain

all day. Not a soul left the ship. I put the orew to work

in the main hold sewing together spare oanvas that will be

used for tentflys in our forthcoming inland camps. A good-

sized convenient tentfly should be about 18 feet long and

12 feet in width from the ridge pole to the bottom of the

canvas; though one of these becomes quite heavy, two boys

can carry it quite comfortably in dry weather. The James

boys were engaged with the crew all day.

Februsiry 16 (Tuesday). Rabaul. Another day of

rain and everyone confined to the ship. The crew were em-

ployed with sails as previously.

Myself at work on bird parasites. Those, which

have been collected from time to time, are being labeled

and packed in small vials for shipment to the Museum. I

used Dr. Jordan's formula of 3 parts alcohol, 2 parts water

and 1 part glycerine as a solution in which to preserve

them.

February 17 (Wednesday). Rabaul. Another day of

redn with all of us employed as previously. The S. S.

Montoro arrived from Sydney bringing the following letter

from the Museum:
December 2^, 1931

Dear Coultas:

We have received your cable from Palau, saying

that you are proceeding toward Rabaul, and einother asking

us to disregard the messages from Meinila referring to the

propeller and crank shaft, which are to be sold at auction

for costs. Since your last message, however, we have had
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still another through the Department of Commerce, asking us

to send ^40.00 to Manila. I am doing nothing about this,

but nevertheless the whole matter is mystifying and embar-

rassing.

.7e are also absolutely at a loss to account for an

engine transaction concerning which we heard never a word

until this month. You once wrote me that the purchase of a

new engine would be advisable and would add to the sale

value of the 'France', but you never reported that such an

engine had been paid for or even ordered. These facts are

apparently costing us a great deal of money, for we now

learn from the Standard Gas Engine Company of Oakland, Cali-

fornia, that an engine for which you paid $3,31E.OO last

July was shipped to Manila where it arrived a week after

the departure of the 'France'. It was then returned to

California and is now on the dock. The manufacturers offer

to sell it for us for whatever it will bring, which appears

to be very little. Moreover, most or all of what can be

realized will probably be eaten up by the extra costs of

its return across the Pacific, etc. Naturally, the Commit-

tee would have delayed the sailing of the 'France' frcxn

Manila if we had had the slightest inkling that an engine

had been ordered. As things have worked out, we are

seriously set back all around, eind you have spent to no

purpose enough money to keep yourself going in New Ireland

and New Britain for a year or thereabouts.

Kindly send as soon as possible a report on all

this, because at present we don't know just where we stand
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or why auoh prooelure was followed.

The wife of Captain Lang writes me that she has

had no word from him since September 14, 19SO, and no money

since February 19S1, She says that she is ill and penni-

less. I have no wish to pry into the Captain's private af-

fairs, and he may know much more about this than I have

heard. Nevertheless, l enclose Mrs. Lang's letter in a

sealed envelope, and would ask you to hand it to him

without commenting on the fact that you know anything about

its contents. If there is any Justice in what Mrs. Lang

has written, perhaps you would like to follow the matter up

with him on your account.

.'/hen you reach Habaul make your first object that

of getting rid of the schooner, or if there is no sale at

least put her out of commission on the cheapest basis and

eliminate all possible expenses of her upkeep. Then send

me a full report on the present status of everything, in-

cluding an estimate of the costa ahead and a statement of

your current balance of funds. dhin me all the collections

to date, along with any equipment of value that you are not

likely to need in the future. I believe that we shall be

able to keep you in the field during most of 19'^2, despite

our recent losses, but I cannot be sure of this until I

get your estimates and know how much money you have. Of

course if you can sell the 'France' it will solve many of

our problems for the time being.

Remember that we are very eager for a full re-

port from you at the first possible moment.
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>7ith all best wishes for the New Year, I an

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Hobert Cushman Murphy

February 18 (Thursday). Habaul. .7. R. Carpenter

and Co. have an ice house and meat market where one can

purchase the former as well as refrigerator stores from

Sydney everj;- morning. It is customary to send a native to

this market with funds and a note requesting one's needs.

This morning native Belleu, a citizen of Malaita

and a hereditary enemy of Tommy, another Malaita man, in

returning in the small boat with the ice and meat tossed

the meat up and aboard without looking where the package

landed. The meat landed in Tommy's face, who was engaged,

at the moment, over a tub full of water and dirty clothing.

-iS Belleu bent down in the boat to gather ur his

25 pound cake of ice. Tommy, from above, dropped the tub,

water, clothing and all, on top of Belleu' s head, knocking

the poor lad as cold as his cake of ice. Thus was justice

meted out in logical primitive style.

'.7e laid Belleu out on deck, poured cold water

over him until the boy revived, thankful that he possessed

a skull a half inch thick.

Considerable rain yet, though the squalls are

diminishing in strength and frequency. The crew remained

in the hold at work on the tents (we will have 3 of those).

Myself at work on the parasites and finished them

late in the evening.
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Received another letter from Dr. Wurphy regarding

insurance which read as follows:

December 88, 1931

Dear Coultas:

The insurance on the 'Prance' in the amount of

$18,000 expires January 14, 1938. I am planning to renew it

for a period of one month instead of the usual term of a

year. If you sell the vessel, cable me at once so that we

may cancel the Insurance from the date of receiving your

message. In the same waj’’ if the vessel is laid up so that

Insurance of the type we carry is no longer required, send

me cabled information to this effect. 'Je don't want to go

on paying a premium which amounts to about $100.00 a month

any longer than we need to.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) R. C. Murphy

Therefore, I dispatched the following cable to the

Museum, "Your letter of 88th day of December came to hand

to-day. Vessel laid up. Coultas,"

February 18 (Thursday). Rabaul. Moderately fair

3.ay with occasional showers. Grew continued wi th the tents

as it is too wet to paint. Those are progressing nicely and

will be completed shortly.

To Bay loo lumber Company to order a half a dozen

tin-lined cases which can be used in the field to store our

effects and later to transport bird specimens back from the

camps. Those are durable and will withstand all sorts of

abuse

.
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Also began oheoklng and labeling the oollection

of birds from the Palau group. With the hold clean and no

rain I shall put those through in good time I hope.

Grew began painting around the aides of the ship.

Also ashore and purchased four chairs for the

ship. We have been seated on benches for all these years,

but must have something for guests to use.

February 19 (Friday). Rabaul. lareal, our wash

boy, this time put about 6 months' supply of bluing in the

water when he rinsed the clothing; as a consequence we no

longer have whites, but blues. The old story, that a na-

tive must be shown every time he performs a task, is fairly

accurate after all.

Work progressed as usual with the crew painting

about the vessel and ourselves working at labeling and re-

cording specimens.

February 20 (Saturday). Habaul. lingaged aboard

the vessel as previously with the crew finishing off around

the outside. We have the ship in a very presentable condi-

tion and ready for anyone's inspection.

Numerous and assorted visitors continue to come to

the vessel, propelled I suppose more through curiosity than

uiiy other motive,

February 21 (Sunday). Rabaul, Mr. Thurston aboard

the ship aud went over the engine with John James. Thurston

still harbors the idea that he is going to purchase the

'France' and use her for recruiting, in the Seplc River area.



i-n£
v^*-

xro 1? 0 - -i -l-OO 4>05 ,«4 J^oob- * *“- o

vr j ( -t aU0"'> XJAXb? driJ uiOl^ sfri Id

ou 5nr ‘

._.,0d 1 =aJ5 .-ooi, al rtSiJ^dl 1

cJda et« la esMo erll !»“«“!» '•

®*'‘°

adJ 101 i.iis« wal daeanoMq buB aaodas aelA

,9Taa^ aeadJ He 10'S aedaoad do sJe-.a oasd av£id sr .qJde

.4,aa oi io^ 5^1d^;>3loe evi:5ti daxm

daa.0 «o .Xeeial .Xa»d«H .(y^Mi^) «X v.iauidrt

«dJ Bl snlaXd to YXq'IBo 'adJaa.-i a iuoda iui> s.yU al« ,Yod

oa a« eaaai/pewoo « 8e;saXtUofo aril ftaonli od ned« islaY

-an fl lBd3 .Y103# Wo ed-E -sa.- Ed aud .asdld* eiad is>qc£

:Xaal eJ ,Sa»3 b ennolia-i ad emit <{iave KKodo ad leua evil

juilXdXao Y010 ads dSlw CBdaa da Xeaceivoii slioX

-ai ftna juilXedaX If soXSios BcvXeeiuo baa Xsaaev edS Suoda

. ''.?>.'nio9q8 5jnlfc*£Oo

.''•XftOdB .XUBdafi . ) OS ^

SoxfO-X'- llo iwJidBiflil nstv eri^ d^iw \;Xai?oiv 9ig na leeeev e-dJ

-ir't.oc eldf-aof. ei 3 iTig^ jt ill 'jlrie arii evsrf e\. .uftiesuo edS

,aoi:ofc‘ai:I 8 *enov£LB 19^ 'ifi8,ei Xgb aoirf

>1 eaot) oJ ©ux. l^^o^> a’i'drialv b^ifsa» >r£ -Jtjoidxfli/IT

certJ iJiBol'iuo d^oidJ onota ceoqqfxe I JbeXIsqoig .Xoatei eri^

.'vlJoir. teriJO %tiB

igodP xio?BiJunT ’ .iWfl'JaP .!'CfiXxiae) XS 'is'icBidc'?

lOJeig-^T .aewpL ndof, nJi^? arid levo b e qJde eri^

©n'3 ofiijdoigq OJ v.xIot', el ed Jedd x.eM ©dJ BTOdiBd XXi^e

levlH olqaS sfi”? 1 , IxJioot lo'^ led eua l>aB ' e-'rg'i'ti’



To date I have seen no Indications of a financial transac-

tion of any kind.

February E2 (Monday). Habaul. Captain Irving

of I. H. Carpenter and Co.'s staff spent a good portion of

the day going over the ship and measuring her apace in

cabins and hold. He infers that should his firm purchase

the 'France,' they will utilize every inch of space for

cargo and will leave only the Captain's cabin for the use

of the master or passengers.

Captain J. Duncan, Ll|.oyd's surveyor for this

port, came aboard and had a look at the vessel. He in-

formed me that his services had been engaged to survey her

also.

Captain Crookshank also aboard in the evening

for dinner and announced that the firm of Carpenters had

questioned him at length regarding the 'France.' Such ac-

tivities and reports are indeed encouraging, but the length

of time involved is most distressing,

I did find a little time to work on the collec-

tions which the crew were engaged at various tasks and the

tents

.

February 23 (Tuesday). Habaul. Took the ship

across the harbor to Toboi where we filled the tanks with
fresh water. Thence back across the harbor again to the

old anchorage. I'm pleased to say that the engine per-

oimed very well at her allotted task. Captain Lew Austin
and Crookshank accomranied us on the short run.
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Spent the rest of the day at work on birds.

;7ith the advent of the new bird record sheets which I

had printed in Suara, we are now able to keep a very con-

cise record of every speclnen collected. In the future

we should experience no trouble with lost specimens and

duplicated numbers.

February 24 ( Wednesday ) . Fabaul. Began

packing the tin-lined case with bird sklns;when this is

filled and soldered there should be no risk of damage to

specimens. Also I have adopted a policy of shipping

specimens as preferred freight with the case in a rat-

proof room and away from bulk cargo; this as an added

precaution.

Hained off and on all day. With the crew en-

gaged sawing canvas and cleaning firearms.

^luns rust very quickly here in this climate.

I shall have all of them painted black with black enamel

and the insides and mechanism covered with vaseline. In

this way I hope to forestall too much deterioration. At

best the life of a firearm in this part of the world is

very short.

February 25 (Thursday). Rabaul. Commander Webb

aboard this morning to measure the vessel and see if he

can devise any way in which the space can be cut down to

meet the 45-ton maximum requirement that will prohibit

Thurston from operating the vessel himself. ,7ebb concluded

that there was no hope for Thurston unless he engages the

services of a master mariner.
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Continued with the case of birds, each specimen

being wrapped separately in newspapers and fitted in in

layers. After a generous quantity of napthalene has been

sprinkled throughout the case those must be in good order.

February 26 (Friday). Pabaul. Captain Crookshank

aboard to inform me that Carpenters have about made un

their minds to purchase the 'France,' if she is slipped

and found satisfactory.

Considerable rain today with the crew engaged in

sewing canvas and ourselves at birds.

Tommy, who scored a knockout blow over Belleu,

has, in true Malaita fashion, concocted a song about his

deed, and spends his time singing over and over again of

the valor of his performance.

February 87 (Saturday). Rabaul. leather very

unsettled. Continued at work in the specimens and finished

those, I have only to wait now until Mr, Lew Proggatt, the

Government entomologist, returns to the city to examine them

for insect pests and they will be ready for shipment to

the Museum.

February 28 (Sunday). Pabaul. Continued rains

and hard squalls most, of the night and today. Bad weather

usually runs in cycles of two weeks' duration in this part

of the world.

Hemal ned aboard ship all day and engaged in odds

and ends. During a spell there Is not a great deal one can

do confined in the cabin of a small vessel.

February 29 (Monday). Habaul. Ashore to obtain
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86 pounds aterlin.? in shillings for the crew who are to be

returned to the Solomons aboard the S. S. Duris sailing to-

morrow. There is a law in that territory which requires that

a boy must be paid off with half of his wages given to him

at the time of his dismissal. This money will be registered

and delivered to the Treasurer in Tulagi who will pay the

boys in that port.

Also the (Government and obtained hunting permits

for ourselves. The Territory of New Guinea charges a tax

of one pound per year on every permit dealing with non-

protected birds. iiS we will not be collecting birds of

paradise and the like, it will not be necessary for us to

spend the 85 pounds for a permit dealing with those species.

Grew were employed all day with sail canvas and

odd tasks aboard the ship.

The James Brothers were engaged cleaning and

painting firearms.

March 1 (Tuesday). Habaul. John and Mike James

began collecting today. Those two took the small boat and

the outboard motor to journey down the harbor past the bee

hive rocks to a stretch of secondary bush along the cliffs

and, back in the Interior, vast areas of grassland. To

begin with, I advised them to go a little slow at first and

center their attentions on starlings, crows, centropus and

mlna birds. All of which species are easy :^or beginners

to handle.

They returned shortly after noon reporting very

few birds in the bush and too many natives for comfort.
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During the afternoon we held a school in bird preparation.

Like most young men, these two are eager to get into the

field and collect but very reluctant about the preparation

of material.

The five Solomon Island boys Jack Ulava, Jimmie,

Totmny, Belleu and Charley got away on the S. S. Ouris for

Tulagi. I certainly dreaded to see those boys go when

they are Just at a place where they can do their work

without being driven all of the time.

I should have liked to keep Jimmie especially

as he is a good bird preparator and fairly conscientious.

In fact, I did requisition the Solomon Island Government

to permit him to return at my expense but hold little hope

that he will be permitted to leave his country again.

In true native style, every one of the boys

broke out in tears as they were leaving the vessel.

Ye still have the Caroline boy Isreal who will

be dispatched Just as soon as a vessel comes into port

going his way and it is rumored that a Japanese ship will

call here shortly. I asked permission from this Govern-

ment to retain Isreal but was told that he would be classed

as a prohibited immigrant once we leave the ship and start

work ashore.

March 2 (Wednesday). TJabaul. Have engaged the

services of four Manus natives, who are part of Thurston's

crew, to work about the ship while we are living aboard,

Thurston is more than anxious to get his boys on the ship.
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Secretly I‘m half Inclined to believe Thurston would be

capable of seizing the vessel at night and sailing her out

of the harbor. After we leave; as he wishes to move aboard

and act in the capacity of caretaker should we go to the

bush before the vessel is sold.

Continuous rains all day so that none of us left

the vessel. On board all of us were anployed variously.

March 3 (Thursday), Habaul. The two James

brothers hunting again across the bay; they returned with

a few read birds ( Qistioola ) among their collections of

starlings and Mina birds. All of us into the hold to have

another lesson in bird skinning.

I am troubled in my own mind about these two

boys. They should attanpt to seek employment elsewhere,

but unfortunately there is no work or positions available

for them here in this port. On the other hand, I do need

them badly to help me get started in my work here.

Kar Kar Schmidt and Captain Bertie Hall spent a

good share of the dajr on board examining the ship. Kar

Kar wants, in the worst way, to own the vessel, but un-

fortunately has no money available. All of his money is

invested in a coconut plantation at Jacquinot Bay. I ad-

mire him for his frankness in the matter,

I brought up the subject of a camp in the moun-

tains back of Jacquinot Bay, but learned from Mr. Schmidt

that he had never been back into the interior himself. He

admitted, too, that those natives Sulkas and Tamoipes were

very bad about dumping people's cargo on the trails and
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then running av?ay. The District officer had warned me

some time ago that we must be careful of those primitive

nomadic people.

March 4 (Friday). Habaul. The James brothers

hunting again and returned with sane specimens. I am

afraid that they are a little too eager in the beginning

and do not care to spend sufficient time learning to pre-

pare their material after they acquire it.

A nunber of visitors aboard all day. One be-

comes a little tired of listening to the same stories of

how wonderful it must be to have a ship and travel around

doing nothing. I should like very much to chase them all

over the side, but one can't do that very well.

March 5 (Saturday). Habaul. Another day simi-

lar to yesterday with the boys away collecting and a series

of people aboard "to see the ship."

I could put a caretaker on board and go into the

bush immediately, but that has its drawbacks. It is doubt-

ful whether I could find a man who would look after the

vessel and keep the decks wet down as they should be. Fur-

thermore, I'm told that the roads back into the interior of

the Bainings are in very poor condition at this time of

year and that I had better wait at least another month be-

fore attempting to truck our gear out there.

Remaining in Rabaul is a terrible chore, but at

the same time is hopeful.

March 6 (Sunday). Rabaul. ITith Thurston and

Mr. Honey in a motor car along the north coast to the
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Agrioultural Experimental Farm and a view of the northern

Balnlng mountains whloh rise to 2000 feet here. It Is

possible we will be able to work into those from the cen-

tral valleys,

Maroh 7 (Monday). Habaul. With Kar Ear Sohmidt

in his little Mercedes special along the Kokops road and

thence up the small spur of cliffs to a place where he has

a bungalow overlooking the central Baining valley. Kar Kar

offered me the use of his house if I wished to spend some

time there working in the grasslands. His offer was splen-

did, but unfortunately there was no fresh water available

wi thin a mile

.

In the evening to a dinner at Dr. Brennen's home,

I know definitely now that the Sovernment will not purchase

the ' France,

'

March 8 (Tuesday), Rabaul. Rained most of the

deiy so that we could accomplish little. Went to work on a

tentative list of birds of New Britain which can be compiled

with the aid of a number of Novitates sent me by Dr. Har-

tert. Fortunately, I have publications of everything taken

by Meek and Eichhorn in this archipelago,

March 9 (Wednesday). Rabaul. John and Mike both

at work with Thurston's boys hauling out old sails from the

main hold which will be cut up and made into large awnings

for the whole deck of the ship.

In all fairness to the Manus native, I must say

that the Malaita men can beat them hands down. Laziness

seems to be the great trouble with the former. The Manus
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boys can all sew canvas-- strange as It may seem,

March 10 (Thursday). Habaul. Mr. Froggatt of

the Agricultural Department spent the whole morning aboard

examining my Palau collection. He pronounced them free of

insect pests and will grant me a clearance for them.

The James brothers at work with the natives

sewing and arranging|the new awnings. Those are old but will

be serviceable for as long as we will need them here.

Thurston has loaned me his 32 calibre revolver’

which cakes the aux cartridges and with which I hope to

collect small birds at very close range.

Also dispatched a letter to Dr. Murphy regarding

the engine for the ’France.'

March 10, 1932

My dear Dr, Murphy:

Concerning the engine:

I have every reason to believe that you have not

received my letter of October 10th, 1931, which was posted

in Palau. I am, therefore, enclosing a copy at this time,

I have covered the field up to that time.

To continue: le couldn't possibly have sailed

among the Carolines at that time of year— -with calms or

variable winds and if we had started off for New Guinea

across the equator and the doldrum belt we might have been

six months on the way. Tithout an engine, we couldn't

sell the vessel, later.

The logical thing to do, which I did, was to

purchase a new engine, get it put in at the nearest port
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and keep on with the work.

Lang took the France to Manila alone In 66 day

with a crew of 5 malaitamen. He passed thru two typhoons,

had his crew give out on him. All of which caused him a

serious nervous breakdown. He hadn't regained his com-

posure when he left here in February. I think a few months

on land, as we agreed before he left, will straighten him

out.

I instructed Atlantic Sulf and Pacific Co. of

Manila to install the new engine, dispose of the old one to

best adveintage and have Lang meet me in Palau, with a well

stocked ship. By careful figuring, we had funds to carry

us to the first of Mar jh--whence we were going to proceed

to Habaul or Samaral ,
and dispose of the vessel.

I had no idea that your instructions were to lay

up the sfalp by the first of the year, at the time we made

this decision. I received your June 25th, conm uni cation

and Sept. 16th, letter in the later nart of October. I am

still looking for your August letter.

Lang, in Manila, got mixed up with the American

Trade Coiiimissioner, Mr, Hoster, who evidently took it upon

himself to try to run the expedition and when he found that

he couldn't, he, of course, wanted to wash his hands of the

whole matter. Hence this propeller business.

I did not know, until the Prance reached Palau,

that the new engine had been cancelled and the old one

patched up, l am still in the dark about this whole trans-

action. I have, though, written both Atlantic Culf and the
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American Trade Commissioner, Mr. Hester of Manila,

Regarding the new engine now on the dock in Sein

Francisco, I can give you no Information, as I have no

letters of any kind regarding the same. I have often won-

dered though, what legal right Frisco Standard Cas had to

accept some one elses cancellation when I purchased this

new engine in my own name.

To try to keep in communication with you, by

letter, while I was in the Mandate was Impossible. I have

to this date scarcely no letters, which passed thru the

Mandate, since those I received in luam.

Sincerely,

.7illiam F, Coultas
V/hitney iilxpedition
Habaul, New Guinea

March 11 (Friday). Rabaul. To Bay loo lumber

company and ordered a main boom standard. ,7e have been in

need of this support for some time. I'/hen sails are furled

or unbent the boom has a tendency to sag badly in the mid-

dle which warps the same and causes the mainsail later,

when set, to draw badly. I feel that it is better to use

a standard and have the boom straight now than have a

dispute over a warped one in the future.

Got the case of Palau birds away to Burns Philp

and Co, who will ship to Sydney, thence San Francisco and

across continent by fast freight to New Yotk.

The little Japanese inter-island boat S. S.
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Helyel Maru oame into port from Ponape. This will give me

an opportunity to get lareal away to his home.

The James boys hunting and returned with a pair

of owls among other things.

March 12 (Saturday). Habaul. The two James

hunting and returned with a number of Centropus which they

skinned creditably and also a Gralllcolumba job! ensis . It

is a good thing for them to be able to make their start

here so that we will all be in good trim when we reach

our bush camp.

Thurston's boys are the slowest things I have

ever seen and I firmly believe it is all due to under-

nourishment. Native labor in this territory is given no

breakfast, but is sent to work on an empty stomach at day-

light. During the one-hour lunch period at noon all of

them get a small howl of rice. In the evening at 6 P. M.

this issue is repeated. Once a week, if they are lucky,

they receive a 12 oz. tin of meat apiece. 7ith such a

diet it is little wonder that these poor creatures have

little stamina or resistance,

Prom one week-end to the neat most of them never

obtain any grees of any kind unless individuals exchange

their rice issue for something else.

I believe, and have carried out the plan, that a

hot cup of tea with sugar and a ship's biscuit or two is-

sued to each boy in the morning will amply pay for them-

selves in additional work received,

March 13 (Sunday). Rabaul. A throng of visi-
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tors on board all day. There was naught to do but humor

them. Each was given a cup of hot tea, a biscuit and a

smile. Long ago, I learned not to offer beer or liquor

to guests, otherwise I should have had a ship full of

scroungers all of the time. It is astounding the number

of ohronio bums of both sexes one finds in these small

out-of-the-way places.

March 14 (Monday). Rabaul. John and Mike

hunting across the bay again. The outboard motor refused

to function and the boys, late to start with, were forced

to row back to the whip, which they reached long after

dark. .7ith guests aboard we didn’t get to the sneclmens

but put them in our improvised ice box.

To Alous Xun (Ohinese merchant) during the day

and purchased a number of ceimp necessities suoh as canvas

cots, canvas chairs, thin mattresses for the cots, cheese-

cloth, calicos, beads, trade paint and sundries,

I will begin now to arrange everything into bush

packs against the day when we can get started. It seems

that we are getting nowhere with all of these people

around,

March 15 (Tuesday). Habaul. Busy all morning

with the specimens of yesterday. They kept very well on

the ice except that the feathers have a tendency to ab-

sorb moisture. The boys did very well, returning with

owls and ground doves. They returned to the bush again

in the afternoon after they had cleaned up the left-over

specimens.
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Myself to the Japanese boat with Isreal, the

Caroline Island boy, who will return home today, Isreal

has developed into a very good oook and will be sadly

missed from now on as a new one must be trained, Yowle, a

Manus boy, will take charge of the culinary department as

from date.

The hunters returned late wi th a number of mi-

grant bee eaters (Meroos ) and paraquets ( Oharmosynopsis )

which kept us engaged until late at night. All of us are

slow workmen, I must say, but we do keep at it and show

results of our efforts. In this short time both of the

boys have shown aptitude for their tasks,

March 16 ('Wednesday). ^Rabaul, Mr, Show

Meyer of Tring and Paynton called today on his way to the

Markham valley in the mainland of New Culnea. He has just

taken a large collection of live birds back to England and

is returning for more, Meyer tells me that he will try

to make up a few bird skins as well on this trip.

The hunters returned with a rather nice collec-

tion of birds which gave all of us, including Me3ner, eui

opportunity to visit and work at the same time,

March 17 (Thursday). Habaul. Meyer with us

most of the day, I find him an accomplished bushman, full

of information, and not the least reluctant about im-

parting his knowledge gained through experience.

Hunters returned and all of us to work as pre-

viously.

March 18 (Friday). Rabaul. P. Show Meyer has
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presented us '^?ith a number of small flue nets which he

tells me he has used with some success in catching speci-

mens. These are small, some of them made of hair and

others of fine thread. They will, though, be appreciated

as we are anxious to try out such devices,

Mike and John hunting again but with only

moderate success.

March 19 (Saturday). Habaul. Not feeling well

today, but sure that it is not fever.

Meyer remained with us most of the day and as-

sisted with the birds in the evening. \7e find him a very

congenial guest.

Mr. Mirfield, chief engineer of .7. R. Carpenter

and Go., came aboard emd asked permission to survey the

engine next week. He assures me that I may expect an of-

fer from the firm within a fortnight.

March EO (Sunday). Rabaul, l am afraid that I

am coming down with a case of mumps, of all things.

Considerable rain all day and strange as it may

seem, this is one of the very few days when we didn't

have visitors onboard. The two James boys took off early

for the other aide of the peninsula to be gone all day.

They reported poor hunting country on their return.

Compiled the following letter to Dr. Murphy:

My dear Dr. Murphy:

March 20, 1932

On February 3rd, Inst, I cabled you as follows:

’’Announce arrival--all the crew on board— to be
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ii3charged--wt 11 dispose of ve3sel--suffioient funds in

hand--for the present— forwarding case marked as usual“-no

ammunition required this year— i|5000.00 all that I re-

quire this year--present rate of exchange favorable--

please send remittenoe thru Standard Bank of South Africa

Ltd,— to the credit of my aocount--Bank New South V/alea

here--to the bank, Coultas,"

Since that time, f have discharged the Captain

and all of the crew--paid in. full. The vessel has been

offered for sale and is now definitely laid up. As soon

as we go into the bush, I shall place a white-man on

board (to sleep there at night) in accordance with the

harbor regulations. The duties of the white man will be

to wet down the decks daily and light the riding-lights

at night. As he will be getting a home for nothing, the

oost of this transaction will be little, I shall protect

myself with a written agreement but I think it advisable

to keep harbor insurance for fire and theft on the Prance

until I cable you to cancel same.

Upon receipt of your letter of December 28th,

1 cabled you as follows: ”Your letter of 28th day of De-

cember came to hand to-day-- vessel laid up. Coultas.”

I have offered the Prance for sale for 2000

pounds sterling, cash, which will sell her if she can be

sold at all. Schooners of this tyoe have gone out of

service mostly, here in the islands. Pecruiters and shell

hunters do use this type of boat. Times are hard here as

everywhere—but, with the trouble in the Orient, the nrioe
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Copra appears to be gradually rising. I have had a number

of nibbles to date but have seen no actual oa^. I a-';

confident that I oan sell the vessel.

I'he case of birds, Saipan, Tinian and Palau, is

on the way. The customs export entry and Dept of agricul-

ture clearance have accompanied the case to Sydney and

should be forwarded to you from Sydney as I have re-

quested. Burns-Philp.

^’ield Notes

Field notes and records for the Palau birds are

in the mail. Other notes, '.7hltney report, photo negatives,

accounts etc. will follow immediately. I shall be more

prompt in these matters in the future.

A small box containing 80 vials of external bird-

parasites is in the mail, with a letter separate--!! sti ng

same. Beginning with the New Britain collections, I shall

save samples of birds stomachs and birds--in alcohol. I

can very easily make a complete collection in alcohol if

you wish it

.

Itinerary

.7e are, at present, in the field every day get-

ting some real good material but will shift in to the

Baining Mountains within a few days where we will estab-

lish a base camp and remain until the south-east season

has definitely set in. Following this I propose to go to

the north side of the island, to the high mountains, ssay

from the south coast rains. Later we will shift to the

western end--check up there and later on start the moun-
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tains of New Ireland. The Grovemment, here, has granted

us all necessary permits.

Finances

I have, at this writing, approximately 2800

Pounds Sterling to the credit of the expedition. Not one

cent of debt and everyone oaid in full. Besides this l

have most of my equipment for the bush and about three

months supplies of comrr est ibles on hand. :/ith a little

care and much planning, this amoung should carry the ex-

pedition well into before the matter of finances need

be discussed again. Should I sell the France, which is

likely, I can go on into 1934, (Feb. remittance rec'd,

and included above.)

Former Shipments

To date, I have no acknowledgment of your re-

ceipt of my cases of Ponape and Kusaie birds, nor the small

case of Guam birds--all of which I forwarded from Guam,

Perhaps your missing letters addressed to me in the Caro-

lines contained this information.

Miscellaneous

I have plenty of ammunition for the ^.'e ar but

will require labels, as I have mentioned separately. Should

the expedition take a new name, I will want stationery. Al-

though I have plenty of single barrel shot-guns--! could

use two double-barrel Parker guns--my present one being

worn out in the mechanism,

.7ould you please have the New York Times send me

a years subscription of their Sunday edition--to Rabaul and
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debit the cost from my salary. We are hard put for news

down here and even to date I can't find out who won the

last 7orld'a series. (No mail since last July).

Mr. F. Shaw Meyer, visited us on his way to the

mainland. He is with Tring. He gave me a couple of Flue

nets, small ones, for catching birds and if these work on

ground birds, I shall have the natives make me more of them.

My best wishes,

(Signed) .Villiam F, Goultas

A long time ago I wrote to you about publications,

particularly The Whitney iSxpedition Reports "American

Museum Novitates." I should like a complete set of these

to study when I am in the bush and any other publications

that you think would be a help to me,

March 21 (Monday). Rabaul, Ashore to Dr. Bren-

nen who ordered me to bed. Boys hunting and returned with

a few kingfishers not much of a day all round,

March 22 (Tuesday). Habaul, Will have to split

up the hoys and let them alternate in the field every day.

One of them will have to remain on beard to drive the crew

about their tasks otherwise nothing will be accomplished.

March 23 (Wednesday). Rabaul, Myself in bed.

John aboard ship supervising details of the new crew. Com-

plete eclipse of the moon tonight,

March 24 (Thursday). Rabaul. Mike on board with

the crew and got into them with both fists. At least the

method is effective in that it breaks the black boys'
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hearts and stirs them up. The danger lies In the possi-

bility that they might report the matter to the police

whereupon we would be fined heavily. Yould to heave we

could take them to sea for a short while--things would be

different then.

March 25-27 ( Friday- Sunday ) . Rabaul. The Easter

holidays ashore with all of the stores closed and the crew

on leave as is customary. Myself in bed all of the time.

March 28 (Monday). Rabaul. John aboard ship and

Mike hunting. Myself in bed. This illness is most exas-

perating-- seems that we are actually getting nowhere with

all these delays. Yet this is the tropics where it is im-

possible to get anyone to hurry.

March 29 (Tuesday). Rabaul. Dr. Brennen out to

the ship to give me an overhaul. John aboard and Mike

hunting along the slopes of the volcano mother. Re returns

with scarcely any material. The propeller of the outboard

motor is broken which is a handicap at this time.

March 30 (Wednesday). Captain Duncan, Lloyd's

surveyor, and Mr. Mirfield (engineer) spent the whole day

aboard ship and made a rather exhaustive survey. They were

well with the vessel but concluded that the engine was too

small for the type of work they wished to use the vessel

for, namely, hauling copra.

The James brothers were given peimission to visit

the Duke of York Croup with Mr. Thurston of the "Drina."

March 31 (Thursday). Rabaul. After all of these

weeks of puttering around .7. R. Carpenter and Go. made the
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following offer fot the 'France* as quoted:

r^lst March, 1932

Mr. Coultas
ra.a. "France",

HABAUL

Dear Sir,

'.fe are prepared to offer you the sum of 1)1250

cash for the purchase of the m.s. "France" as she lies

in Babaul Harbour subject to the vessel being slipped

and found satisfactory, and to our offer and your ac-

ceptance being confirmed by Head Office. Je would be

prepared to pay the cost of slipping in the event of

the purchase being completed, otherwise this expense

would be yours.

>’/e should be obliged if yould let us know

whether you would accept such an offer.

Yours faithfully,

»7.H. CARPENTER & COM"PANY LBUTED.

G. Symington
Manager

April 1 (Friday). Rabaul. It Is quite evident

that Messrs. Carpenter in their offer are attempting to

obtain the vessel for as little as possible, which is quit

natural with any firm. At the same time with alterations

and a new engine necessary before the vessel is ready for

sea, I don't dare demand too high a price or I shall lose

the only chance I have at present of disposal.

Should I refuse the offer and chance a sale at

a later date there is the ever increasing danger of rapid
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deterioration from improper oare while the vessel lies at

anchor. (This is exactly what happened to the 'France' in

the end after Carpenters purchased her).

I therefore quoted Messrs. .V. R. Carpenter and

Co., as follows:

Rabaul, T. N. G.
Anril 1. 1932

'.V. R. Carpenter & Co. Ltd.
Rabaul, T. N. G.

Gentlemen:

Pursuant to your o annunioati on of March 31st,

1932, I hardly feel that I should oare to accept the sum

of Pounds--1250 for the France, as she lies, here in Ra-

baul Harbor, I do feel though, that I can compromise on

the sum of Pounds, 1500 under the terns of your letter, ie,

the vessel to be slipped, if found satisfactory and pur-

chased, thepurohaser to pay slipping charges. If the ves-

sel is not purchased, I shall bear the expense of the

slipping charges.

I understand also, that the transaction must

be confirmed by the Company's Head-office before completion,

Sincerely,

-'/illiam P. Coultas

The two James brothers returned from the Duke

of York Group during the night and announced that bird

life was very sparse there because practically the whole

group has been planted to coconuts.

April 2 (Saturday). Rabaul. The new crew have.
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at last, finished sewing, roping and settling aiming can-

vas the whole length of the ship. It has been a devil's

own task: with such slow workmen, but I must say that they

have a creditable piece of work to show for their labor.

This complete covering will protect the decks of the ship

should she lay here at anchor for a number of months.

Beginning next week we must start packing ef-

fects, commestibles, etc., for the bush. The party should

be into camp by the middle of the month.

April 3 (Sunday). Rabaul. Messrs. Progatt and

Ireene of the Agricultural Dept, called and spent most of

the day on board. As both of them have spent considerable

time in the bush they were chuck full of information which

,

when digested, will be of use to us.

le are told that the Central Baining valley na-

tives are mostly nomadic, build few if anj’- houses, eat

their dead to keep their enemies from stealing the corose

and the soul of the deceased, are very diffic ult to obtain

as carriers, but do cultivate excellent gardens. ',7e will

be assured of plenty of native truck if nothing else.

Both of these men advise us to go to Malabunga

or Latromat and use either of those places as base camp and

jumoing-off point to the mountains.

April 4 (Monday). Babaul. All hands began on

bush packs. ,/e have a system where each benzine ease will

hold a supply of all necessities. Hence one can take any

case and be assured of what he needs without the necessity

of opening several packs to find enough for a meal or a
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aide trip. Each case will hold tinned meat, vegetablea,

fruit, matches, flour, sugar, tea, coffee, salt, soap,

rice, etc. ',7e hope with this system to eliminate waste

and time, and furthermore to instigate order about camp--

a thing which is almost unknown on most expedi tions.

Received another letter from Messrs. .7, R. Car-

penter and Co. asking for a 14-day option on the 'France'

as follows:

4th April, 19.'^2

7. F, Coultas, Esq.,
m.s. "France”,

!^ABAUL

Dear sir,

.'/e acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

the 1st instant and wish to know whether you will grant

us an option for fourteen (14) days for the purchase of

the m.s. "France" as she lies in Rabaul Harbour for the

sun of iris 00. subject to the vessel being slipped and

being found satisfactory by us, we to pay slinplng fees

if purchase is completed, otherwise this charge to be

yours.

If you grant us this option, would you permit

us to Inspect the vessel with a view to seeing what al-

terations we will require to make to it?

Yours faithfully,

7.H. CARPENTER & COJ.'PANY LBilTED.

Gr. Symington
Manager.

April 5 (Tuesday). Rabaul. Rented a room in
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the Tinea Building, a rather small one 18 x 10 feet not

large enough, but will do for the present to store all of

our effects in. Vith the possibility of the sale of the

vessel "as she lays" the purchaser is entitled to every-

thing on board hence the necessity of getting off what we

want before the deal is closed.

There is no end to the accumulations on a ship

of this size and every blessed bit of it will have to be

thrown away when we leave the territory.

Dispatched the following letter to Messrs. 7. R.

Carpenter and Co.:

Aoril 5, 197>8

The Manager
7. R. Carpenter & Co. Ltd.
Rabaul, N. C.

Dear Sir;

Regarding your request for an option for four-

teen (14) days for the purchase of the m. s. "France" as

she lies in Rabaul Harbour for the sum of Pounds 1500.

subject to the vessel being slipped and being found satis-

factory by yourselves, you are to nay slipping fees if

purchase is completed, otherwise I am to stand slipping

charges, etc--, I will grant you a fourteen (14) day op-

tion on the purchase of the vessel beginning from date

of Aoril 5th, 1972.

You may feel free to come aboard and make such

inspections as you like, at any and all times.

Yours faithfully.

To; Mr, Symmington
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April 6 (Tedneaday ) . Habaul. John James with

the aid of natives cutting the topa out of benzine tins

and later making lida to fit over them. After the con-

tainer haa been painted and filled with rice, bird meal or

sugar and the edges of the lid taped well such a one is

relatively water-tight and free from ants and other insect

peats.

Mike James with the rest of the crew transporting

effects to the storeroom in the building ashore. There

will be numbers of such voyages before we have what we want.

Arril 7 (Thursday). Rabaul. Mr. 2ric Irantar of

the Habaul carrying company aboard and agreed to transfer

our effects to Latromat in the Balniugs i^rovidlng the

roads are good. 7e set the date as April 15 weather per-

mitting, and the price between 6 and 7 pounds Australian.

.7ork on board continued as previously with more

loads of effects being transferred ashore.

Mr. and Mrs. Belri aboard all afternoon. Beiri,

who has but recently lost his plantation, seems to feel

that he can dispose of the vessel to Norddeutsoher Llloyd

who are running a branch line down here and are in need

of a vessel of this type. His prognostications are a

little doubtful and besides the gentleman is not a business

man in any way. I can appreciate his interest in a way

but feel that it is purely mercenary on his part, although

his interference at this time with Gariienter's holding an

option is not to ray liking and not as I should have wished.
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I have known for some time that the ^erman firm was slightly

interested in the 'France. ' Furthemore, I have it from

good authority that they will not nay much of a price for

the vessel either.

April 8 (Friday). Rabaul. All of us at work all

day on bush packs. Between rain squalls we were able to

get a namber of loads ashore. !Jlth the last load in the

evening stupid 3ae, of Manus, dropped a case into the

large boat and nearly tore the bottom out of the large

boat. This accidental, more aotly termed intentional, move

on the Dart of that young man will necessitate his working

all day Sunday to compensate for lost time in repairing

the boat.

April 9 (Saturday). Fabaul. Mike at work all

morning with lead and hot marine glue, repairing the large

boat. John and self painting tins and cases. This last

act, apparently useless for short trips, is a wise one for

a party which intends to spend months in the bush. Paint

as a protective will increase the life of oases and tins

fourfold.

Considerable rain again today. I fear that we

are going to have a couple of weeks of rainy weather and

as a consequence a setback in our proposed trip into the

bush.

April 10 (Sunday), labaul. Mike has done an

excellent job on the boat. i7hen that one was lowered into I

the water this morning, it was found to be water-tight.

Vi th hard work we were able to clean up the last
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of our effects and get those ashore, so that now the vessel
I

is ready tcjbe delivered as she lays in the harbor. Our

storeroom in the Times Bldg, is piled full with hardly space

to turn around principally because everything was dumped in

there indiscriminately without system or thought.

I shall have to look around for larger quarters

as soon as we are settled.

The 3. 3. Bemierhafen. Captain Engles, came into

port from Hong Kong. Mr. Beiri rushed over to that vessel,

solicited an interview, thence back to the 'Prance* and

informed me that Captain Exigles would like me to come on

board. Under the circumstances there was naught for me to

do but go on board with Beiri, hold my temper, and see

what the Captain had to say. The latter asked if he might

come aboard the 'Prance' the next morning and give her a

survey.

April 11 (Monday). Rabaul. Caotain Engles, the

chief engineer, Chinese boatswain and others aboard ship

all morning to survey the 'Prance. ' Everything went along

nicely until it came time for a trial run, then the blessed

engine wouldn't start.

About noon the prospective purchasers gave up

and returned to their boat. Ve did finally get the engine

going about E P.M. and h ad a run around the harbor.

Captain Engles informed me that he believed his

company in Bremen would consider 800 to 1000 Pounds as a

fair price for the vessel. I informed him that I couldn't

consider such an offer.
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Considerable rain off and on all day. Nothing

aooompllshed other than the survey.

April 12 (Tuesday). Rabaul. Ashore to Dr,

Brennen vtho pronounced me in good share and told me to go

ahead with my work. As a matter of fact I have been j^oing

just that for several days.

strong squalls with rain off and on all day which

indicates that we are going to have one more siege of north-

west weather before the end of the season. This one da ould

be the last too.

Found means of getting to China Town where we

visited every store, priced commodities mostly trade goods

for natives to get an idea of '={abaul orioes before we be-

gin exchanging with the natives.

April l."^ (Wednesday). Habaul. Mr. E, D. Taylor,

District officer of New Britain called and infonned us

that he heartily approved of our proposed base camp at

Latromat in the Baining valley. He assured us that a po-

lice boy permanently stationed there would be able to assist

us, etc, etc.

Personally, I have a holy horror of police boys

who are always meddlesome, arrogant and more often than not

trouble makers. The Government, though, not having suffi-

cient funds to police the area with whites nor not willing

to adapt the highly satisfactory system used by the Ameri-

cans of Placing marines in the bush to govern the natives,

places their faith in black police boys. This system has

not proved satisfactory in many ways but is the practice
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If there is a police boy within 50 miles of oamp

he will oome over and join the staff, that is assured. So

it is best to adopt a tolerant attitude at the start and

have done with it.

Mr. Bieri, of Nort deutscher Lloyd fame, asked

me to drop in on him at the hotel. Onoe there, Mr. Beiri

calmly touched me for a personal loan of :^00 pounds Aus-

tralian to get him to Shanghai where he hoped to Join the

Chinese Army. (7ithout even batting an eyelash he informed

me that he had engineered the sale of the ’T^rance’ and as

a favor felt that I should reward him with the personal

loan. Questioned further I learned that there would be

no security. Just a little matter, "between friends."

Mr. Bieri is a citizen of Switzerland, and the

Swiss were once the Robbdr Barons of Europe. It appears

as though the offsprings have lost none of their cunning,

I was very sorry to disappoint Mr, Bieri, didn't

even take the natter under consideration. Europeans have

always considered Americans plain fools with their money

and the truth is Americans are Just that. 7e, as a people,

haven't developed the underhanded cunning other nations

have and as a consequence we have been and are the losers.

This is one instance though where the other side

got let down rather badly after his loanwas refused.

April 14 (Thursday). Rabaul. T’- e first officer

of the Bremerhafen informs me that Captedn Engles has wired
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to head office at Bremen requesting pemission to purchase

the ''France. ’ The price, unofficially obtain for me, 800

Pounds,

Captain Duncan, the surveyor, on board for further

inspection of the vessel.

Mr, McLean, shipping manager of Carpenters, on
I

board and informed me that head office in Sydney hadjcon-

firmed my offer. He asked that we be ready to have the

vessel slipped Monday the 18th inst.

The following letter was received from J7. H.

Carpenter and Co. :

14th April, 19:^2

H. P. Coultas, i£sq.

HABAUL

Dear Sir,

iVe confirm our conversation with you this af-

ternoon when we advised you that we have been instructed

by our Head Office to exercise our option of purchase of

the m.s. "Prance" as she lies in the harbour for the sum

of *1500 subject to the vessel being slipped and to Cap-

tain Duncan's certificate that she is in good order and

condition.

\7e have arranged with Mr. T. Nazaki to slip the

vessel on Monday morning next, the 18th instant, and should

be glad if you would have her alongside the slip at 7 a.m.

<7ould you please let us inspect the Certificate

of Registration of the vessel and the papers held by you

authorising you to deal with her.

Yours faithfully.
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.V. R. & GOMPAJIY LliTITE^

S. Syramingt on
Manager

Anrll 15 (Friday). Pabaul. Dispatched the

following cable to Dr. Murphy at the Museum, ’’Please tele-

graph immediately. Direct to 7/. R. Carpenter and Go. Ltd.

Habaul your confirmation my authority to sell vessel.

-

Goultas,

”

Continued rains and strong wind squalls most of

«

the day which kept us incapacitated.

Mrs, Goultas gave a morning tea, at the Rabaul

Hotel for the ladies of the community. This was a duty

bound engagement and well worth while for those ladies have

been considerate enough to invite her to their homes.

April 16 (Saturday). Rabaul. Received the fol-

lowing cable: "Sell Franc e- -Chapman.

"

Continued hard rains all day which means another

10 days or so before we can get away for the bush.

Yith the 'Prance' being sold, it is all working

out pretty well exceot the loss of time involved.

April 17 (Sunday). Rabaul. Continued rains and

gales of wind, ship riding well with both anchors down.

No work accomplished.

April 18 (Monday). Rabaul. Up early and took

the vessel to Nozaki’s slip way where we turned theship

over to him. Before releasing the vessel to the Japanese,

I attempted to obtain in writing an acknowledgment of his

respons ’ b ill ty in case of accident to the vessel while on
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the slip ways. The Japanese would aeeept no reaponalbllity

whioh is ouatoraary in caaea of thia kind. I next attempted

to obtain inauranoe at the local agents but was informed

that I could only insure against "Total loss including

salvage charges." There should be a "hull insurance"

clause covering the vessel in the policy held by Museum but

unfortunately I do not have a copy of that policy with me.

There was naught to do but chance the slipping

and risk an accident.

The whole party moved ashore to the Pacific Ho-

tel, where we will remain until conditions are favorable

for the bush trip.

April 19 (Tuesday/). Habaul. deceived the fol-

lowing cable from the Museum; "Hereby authorize you re-

ceive purchase money for Prance and sign transfer paners

provided usual aovernment regulations are complied with.-

Museology,

"

'.V. H. Carpenter and Go. also received a cable

authorizing me as agent for the Museum.

The long missing and very instructive letter of

Cr. Murphy under date of Aug. 4th which was sidetracked

thru Kobe to Guam reached me today and is quoted as fol-

lows .

Kobe August 27, 1931.

Mr, .Villiam P, Coultas
Jhitney iixpedition
Port Aora, luam

Dear Mr, Coultas:

enclose a letter received for you, which has
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baen Inadvertently opened by mistake by our Mail Department.

,Ve regret exceedingly that this has occurred.

Yours very truly,

F. M. Satterfield
Manager

August 4, 1931

Dear Coultas:

Your letter of July 1, announcing the shipping

of four metal-lined cases by the U. 3. 3. HSTJDSFSON, has

been followed by a telegram from the Mare Island Navy

Yard reporting their arrival. ;Ve expect to have them in

the Museum within ten days or so, and we are all looking

forward with keenest anticipation to the material from

the Carolines and One ong- Java.

I have also received your affidavits showing

that the schooner FRANCS was in port at Ponape from Oc-

tober E6, 1930 to January 5, 1931, and at Kusaie from

January 13, 1931 to May 21, 1931. The documents have

gone to our insurance brokers as a claim against re-

turn of premiums.

Apropos of the bill of Dr. S. L. Miller of

601 Hubb ell,Building Des Moines, low, I have another com-

munication saying that he is greatly in need of an imme-

diate settlement. Naturally I cannot authorize payment

at this end without your consent, but I should greatly

appreciate it if you would write Dr. Miller and take

the matter off our Museum records. It does you no par-
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tioular good to have him pestering the Museum for a bill

which he alleges you have owed him for two years or more.

In two previous letters I have sent you the

fullest possible prognostications about our future finan-

cial resources. It has become increasingly clear that the

sooner we get rid of the schooner the more we are going to

save for a continuation of your field work next year. I

sincerely hope that you will be able to make advantageous

disposition of the vessel in the very near future instead

of waiting until toward the end of the year.

.7e have just had a long letter from Dr. Sanford,

who is in Paris, and have followed this up with a conference

of other members of the '.Thitney .Expedition Committee and

Dr. Mayr. The following conclusions, reached after full

consideration, may serve as instructions to be followed

as nearly as possible by you in case you do not find a

buyer for the schooner in the Caroline Islands.

Finish up what may seen to be absolutely essen-

tial work in the Carolines Just as rapidly as you can. It

is regrettable of course that you will not be able to visit

a number of interesting islands, but everything has to give

way when the money is running out. Then take the F'^AMCS

to ^abaul and put her in the hands of an agent. If there

is no prospect of an immediate sale, lay her up in a ship-

yard, or in some other waj'" reduce the expense to a minimum.

Set rid of your crew with the exception of one or two

helpers whom you think will be best adapted to assist you

in a campaign among the Admiralties.
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Mayr tells us that transportation to the various

islands of this group is easily arranged with possibly one

or two exceptions among the outliers. If you will plan to

work: that group during the latter part of this year and all

or most of next year, I can guarantee funds which ought to

be sufficient for your needs. It will also give you an op-

portunity for a really intensive ornithological campaign

with plenty of time to work all parts of each island

thoroughly. Moreover, the greater part of the region is

a virgin field, and your collections should prove rich in

new and little known birds, and should furnish the basis

for important systematic and geographical studies which I

hope you will work out largely yourself.

-7e are eager to hear your acceptance of this plan

as soon as possible, for if anything should orevent you

from carrying it out Dr. Sanford wishes to arrange a similar

Admiralty campaign in cooperation with Dr. Streseraann of

Berlin. If, on the other hand, you go there, the field will

be left entirely to you.

The .7hitney ]2xi:edi tion so far as active field

work is concerned is now practically dead except in name.

The check which will go forward to you some time during

September will represent the Last payment of the annual

contribution by Mr. IVhltney or his estate.

In another sense the V/hitney Expedition has of

course just begun, for the scientific results of all the

labors in the field by so many different devoted men will

now apoear more actively than ever and should continue for
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many years to come. I hope that you will let me know as

soon as possible that the vessel is in one way or another

off your hands, and that the work in the Admiralties is

under way.

./ith all best wishes from everybody here,

1 am

,

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Robert Cushman Murphy

April 20 (Wednesday). Rabaul. To the Times

Bldg, and engaged a double room for a period of 6 months.

This place will be used for a general store room and as-

sembling space for specimens from the bush.

In the mail I received two long letters from Or.

Mayr outlining collecting stations, etc. and are quoted

as follows:

Dear Bill:

February 15, 19S2

lie have just received your radio from Rabaul,

and I am glad that you arrived safely at that port and

are ready to begin your activities in the Bismarck Archi-'

pelago.

I began to compile notes on the birds of New

Britain and the surrounding islands for your information,

but I have found that it takes more time to do it really

well than I expected, I will therefore send you in this

letter the most important Information. The plans of the

v'/hitney ifixpeditlon will have to be changed somewhat as
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various events have hapoened in York recently. You

will receive more extensive notes from me later. For the

present the following information will help to direct

your present campaign,

1. Oolleoting Stations . The two most important

items of your activity will be the exploration of the moun-

tain forests on New Britain and New Ireland. Several new

species can be expected from there as well as some other

very desirable and rare birds. It is therefore necessary

for you to stay in the mountains sufficiently long to ob-

tain complete representation of the fauna there.

You will find out from the residents the moat

suitable place to enter the mountain area. As far as I

remember the eastern part of the south coast is the most

accessible place to enter New Britain, "Kar-Kar" Schmidt

whom you will probably meet in Rabaul offered to arrange

for me a visit to the mountains of that district. Eichhorn

went to the Talasea Mountains which are volcanic and are

therefore probably poorer than the main range, --In New Ire-

land the highest mountains are in the southernmost part.

According to the maps the southwest coast seems to be the

most accessible place. ,Ve are very anxious to get a com-

plete representation of the mountain bird life as it is

entirely unknown in the Bismarck Archipelago, while the

lowland is well explored ornithologioally. ,7e can there-

fore get most of the lowland species in exchange,

fie would, however, like you to stay for some time

on the Duke of York Islands near Habaul, which are the
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type locality of many birds. Another important place in

the lowland is Nusa Island (and Kapaterong I.) near Kavieru.

The islands are the type locality of a little black: honey-

sucker and the opposite mainland the type locality of two

species of grassland finches. Don't forget grassland birds.

There are five species of grass finches known from the Bis-

marck Iroup, and two of them are very rare in collections.

Purthermore, two very rare species of quails occur in the

grasslands, and one species of wrens,.

Concerning the outlying islands of the Bismarck

Croup: Rook Island, Witu Islands, Peni
,
and New Hanover

are less important because they have been recently visited

by other collectors. On the other hand, nothing is known

about the islands northeast of New Ireland (Tanga Islands,

Lihir I., and Cardner Is.). There are not many birds to

be expected on these islands. It is therefore not ad-

visable to collect there if the trip will cause much loss

of time. The best way would be perhaps to hire a small

vessel in Rabaul and work these mentioned islands succes-

sively and afterwards 3t. Matthias Islands. St. Matthias

has several very peculiar birds, among others a rare species

of kingfisher, two species of thrushes, rare flycatchers,

thickheads, and warblers. A trip to the mountains of the

interior seems to be advisable. Squally Islands have no

endemic species and is net worth a visit.

Jiqually unknown are the islands of the western

Admiralty group. Only half a dozen birds have been re-
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oorded so far from the Ninigo Jroup, and nothing at all is

known from the Hermit Islands. If a visit to these islands

could be undertaken without much expense, some interesting

discoveries no doubt would be made. On Luf Island in the

Hermit group there is a high hill which is evidence of the

considerable age of this island. On Kommerson Island a

colony of sea birds was reported. The known birds of the

Ninigo Iroup include an Indigenous species of megapode,

parrot, kingfisher, starling, flycatcher, and black honey-

sucker. Probably an endemic species of cuckoo and ground

dove could also be expected here. A large series of the

megapode is especially desirable. The type locality of

the endemic kingfisher is supposed to be Anchorite Island.

The bird fauna of these islands is rather poor,

and I wouldn't advise a visit, as I said above, if too

much loss of time is incurred. If you have still time after

completion of this program, a trip to the mountains of Manus

may bring you some results, although the altitude is given

as only /5,000 feet on my map. Perhaps you could also ob-

tain something interesting on Ranbutyo Island, east of Manus.

II. Desirable birds of the Bismarck Archipelago .

Don't waste any time on sea birds except for petrels and

birds found on their breeding colonies. The same is true

for shore birds, which are exclusively northern migreints,

.Ve do not even want records of them. One of the bitterns

is quite interesting (Dupetor). It is the one you col-

lected on Reiinell Island, but in a different subspecies.

Most birds of prey eire very interesting and de-
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airable, espeoially the smaller hawks. ,Ve do not want any

series of the two fish hawks (Haliastur and Pandion). Mega-

podes, quails and rails are always welcome. A series of

Porphyries from New Britain and New Ireland is particularly

wanted.

There are several small lakes, swamps and coastal

marshes on New Britain and New Ireland about which you can

get information from local people, and where you will find

rails
,
grebes ,

and reed warblers.

Pigeons are very numerous in the Bismarck Archi-

pelago. Not less than 30 species and subspecies have been

described from there. Most of these are common and not very

desirable. Some of the mountain species and ground doves

are rare ( Oymnophaps
, Grallicolumba and Henicophaos } , There

are 18 parrots known from the islands, several of which are

desirable, especially the two mountain species and all the

pigmy parrots. Cuckoos are always wanted, especially the

larger grassland cuckoos (Gentropus). Owls, night-hawks

and swifts are very much wanted. Anong the kingfishers are

several rare species, especially the small forest king-

fisher (Geyx), and the long-tailed kingffsher ( Tanysiptera )

.

Even the common coconut kingfisher (Halcyon chloris) is

wanted, as it shows great geographical variation. Northern

and southern New Ireland is inhabited by two different forms

of this soecies. On St. Matthias Island eind Ninigo Island

live very peculiar subspecies of this kingfisher. An en-

demic subspecies of the whiteheaded beach kingfisher has

been described from the Admiralty Islands. Only three
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apecimena are known. .79 do not want, however, any speoimena

of the Australian mli^rant (Halcyon sancta). Of bee-eaters

two species are known, one a migrant from Australia (ornatua

the other (Merons philippinus salvadorii ) breeds in river

banks adjoining grasslands. It differs from ornatus by

having the underside strongly washed with reddish brown,

and the rump dark green. The tail is bluish-green not black

A series of this bird is desirable.

The dollar bird and the hornbill you don't need

to collect; but there are three rare species of pittas, one

on New Britain, one on New Ireland, and one on Manus, which

are valuable. There are several species of 5ray-birds, but

none of them is very rare. The yellow-eyed srecies is the

most desirable. New Ireland has a large drongo, an endemic

genus with long curly tail-feathers of which we want a

series. The crow is common and not desirable.

On New Britain occurs a rare brush wren (Orty-

gocichla) of which I will send you the description later.

Three thrushes are known from the islands. One is black

like the Hennell Island thrush and was found from St.

Matthias. The other two are similar to the "Pseudopitta"

which we found on St. Cristobal Island. One of the two

was found on St. Matthias also, the other on the mountaiins

of Talasea. A third one will urobably be found in the

mountains of New Ireland. They are ground birds and rather

difficult to collect.

Besides the grass finches there are three other

grassland birds. One is a chat with black (and white) males
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and grayish-brown fenales (Saxicola); the second is a small

grass warbler, buffy underneath, and brown with blackish

stripes above (Gisticola); the third is a grass wren,

Megalurus, similar to preceding but larger and with a long

tail. A green warbler (Phylloscopus ) has been found only on

3t. Matthias so far, but I expect you will discover it in

the mountains of New Britain and New Ireland also. It is

the same bird we found on St. Cristobal and Malaita, but as

it has a different subspecies on each island, a large series

is desirable from each locality. All the fantails are

wanted except the common wagtail.

Among the flycatchers proper are several quite

rare species. One is endemic on St. Matthias (Monarcha

mcnckei). Another one on Manus (Monarcha infelix); another

one on the Ninigo Islands ( fulviventis ) . V/oodswallows

(Artamus) are common on New Britain). They are black above

and on the throat, and have a white belly. You will recog-

nize them by their ^’ancy flying.

The thickheads (Pachycephala) are extremely

interesting. On the small islands off the coast like Uatom,

Gredner Island, Duka of York Islands, a different subsrecies

has been reported than on the large islands New Britain and

New Ireland. This sounds rather incredible, but the ques-

tion cannot be cleared up without sufficient material from

as many localities as possible. Females are particularly

valuable in this species.

Starlings are not interesting on the larger is-

lands. On the Bead Islands, however, and on the Ninigo Is-
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Islands endemlo speoles occur which are desirable. They

are related to the Rennell Island starling and may also oc-

cur on some of the other small coral Islands. The mlnah

(Mlno dumontii) Is uninteresting. Among the sunblrds we do

not want the yellow-bellied species, but the black; one with

the glossy breast shield (Clnnyrls serlcea) Is desirable,

especially In the aubsneclea occurring on the Islands east

of New Ireland. Small honeysuckers fMyzomela) are repre-

sented by 6 species, all of which are desirable. They seeai

to be rather locally distributed, and It Is advisable to

collect a large series whenever one species is common in a

certain locality.

It is possible that unknown species of larger

honeysuckers occur in the mountains. The large leather-

heads (Philemon) occur in a common species on New Britain

and in a rare one on New Ireland. The latter one is de-

sirable.

Midgets (Dlcaeum) occur on all of the larger

islands. A small series is wanted. White-eyes (Zosterons)

are apparently rare. Only two species are known and both

seem to be restricted to the coast and some of the smaller

islands. They are rare in collections and therefore de-

sirable. If any species should be found in the mountains,

a large series is necessary. Besides Erythrurejwhich has

been found on the mountains of New Ireland, five other spe-

cies of ^rass finches (Lonohura) have been recorded from
the group. They seem to be distrib uted rather locally.
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The two rarest are known only from the northern end of

New Ireland (vicinity of Kavien^). Grassland birds suffer

muoh from wear. Try if possible to get a series of these

grass finohes in fresh plumage.

This concludes the list of the known snecies of

the Bismarck Archipelago. You can inspect part of these

species in the collection of leather Otto Meyer on Uatomi:i

He is very obliging, and I am sure that he will do every-

thing to help you and will give you a great deal of im-

portant information. Give him my kindest regards.

Concerning your methods of collecting, I have a

few suggestions to make after looking over your last ship-

ment. First, fatty birds like pigeons and sea birds were

not sufficiently degreased, and a good percentage of your

beautiful doves look rather pitiful now. Second, most of

your small birds were not filled out enough, and the skins

are now somewhat thin and flat. Third, the thread on your

labels was too long; the label should not be further away

from the leg than one inch. Otherwise, I was very pleasei

with your success. I described a new genus from your col-

lection, the green '’honey- sucker” from Ponape. It was a

disguised white-eye,

I hope you will have a successful year in the

Bismarck Archipelago and wish you the best of luck.

Ilth greetings and cordial regards, I am.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Ernst Mayr
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February the tD»enty-f i fth
Nineteen hundred thirty- tvs

o

Dear Bill

:

I hope that before this reaches you you vrill have

received my letter of February 15. In it I hinted that

"various events have happened in New York" which necessi-

tated the change of plans of the expedition, about which I

informed you. I am in the position to-da^'' to give you

the full reason, which is that New York has acquired the

entire Rothschild (Tring) Collection. This means that we

get all of the Meeks and Eichhorns collections and do not

want any re-duplication. Ye want only material from places

which were not collected, or which were insufficiently col-

lected, by the collectors of Tring Museum,

To repeat the essential points of my last letter;

Ye want first . and most important of all, a complete repre-

sentation of the mountain bird-life on New Britain (main-

range) and New Ireland. Ye do not want any birds from Rook,

•Vitu, Feni , New Hanover and Squally Island, except in case

you get "stranded" on those islands accidentally.

Some of the outlying islands, as mentioned in

the last letter, are orni thologically unknown or almost un-

known and should therefore be visited, if not too much loss

of time and money is involved. The Duke of York Islands and

the vicinity of Kavieng are the two lowland localities from

which we are most anxious to gat specimens.

On Manus I think you could make several dis-

coveries, Meek missed some of the endemic birds (as the
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•,7hite- headed Beach Kingfisher, the Black Myzomela and the

•Vhite-eye), all three probably occurring on small outlying

coral islands. He also did not penetrate into the interior

or visit the mountains.

There is a rumor that a Cassowary occurs on Manus

and Doctor Sanford is very keen on information in that line.

Cassowaries require a special treatment. They must be de-

greased carefully and the colors of the soft parts must be

described--even a color sketch should be made, if possible.

The bones must be taken out of the legs, and head and neck

must be filled with cotton, as is done with a bird-skin.

Only by this method will the natural colors of the soft

parts be preserved to some extent. Some mieasurements of

the bird in flesh should be taken and the sex ascertained

by dissection. We do not want skins of young Cassowaries

from New Britain.

Compared with the diaries of other expeditions,

I find that the notes of the Whitney collectors contain

only very rarely any information about the stomach contents

of the specimens. It is not sufficient, however, to say

insects or fruit, but if you wish to give really useful in-

formation it is necessary to specify the order of insects

(beetles, moths, etc.) and the kind of fruit (berries, nuts,

etc . )

I hope that these remarks, combined with the in-

formation contained in my letter of February 15, will give

you a fair idea of our wishes and needs.

With best wishes for good success and with cor-
dial regards, I am. Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) Ernst Mayr



otiJ ^^tB Ar«ftosv:M 3/c»sI3 bri^ ,rce ' rioeefi irfv

IXfima no jininiwoco *,;I:iodo‘iq ©oid^ Us .(oyo-etflnV

Giii oJai ea£':tJ5iT9a Jo^i Mi; ofatfl eF .8l>r»^Iai ifiioo

.arrlij Jij/on e 3iBjv io

;n«!i no aijyooo -^iBnroeBjRO b JsdJ lOfisji •£ ttl aiedl

III 3firiJ iii noiif?:rrolni no Hoed '.^nev ?ji *£oiooC I'oe

— 3J .ji Oi’Jfie'iJ ijBiofjnB 6 aiiupot ar>irrfi jPOBftaC

>d e3ia^ ;t^o3 ?_ cicico i.fl3 Xiia vXxx/^eaBO iaeceij

‘fd.iBcoa li .eftnr ed Muoiia ric^e'*'B lOXoo b sieve^-JiiedLioeei

OBa fcau ftfi&d Xjb , 'T-^i edd ed ieaci saaod eril

a ddiw sJt Sf .iioJdoo iolsr ioXXit od Jrrj'r

^^oe ©ff5 ‘‘^p e*joXoo Iciaieo e:'i XX 1 » f>odJs 0i eiJ3 -^laO

Io o“. ”wuiBB 0 ’ eino£ .InoSx© sjnoe oJ iiefvneseiq ©d aJ'isq

X»efliB3isutfi ;;oc 3d 3 • iis aoa’Bd ©d bXiJode doe 15: nl bild erf3

Bsl'ieR’oeefiO ;giiuox 3riBw 3on oJb e? .nol3e©eei6 \d

.nle3ii~ wftM ."toil:

,eao 113 ifieqxo ied3o \o e«^lieii> 9d3. dSirr beianaoO

aiolnoo sio3o©xioo ''^©ii3irlT 9d3 8»3oxi &d3 3edJ 1

fleinoo dosflX)3e ©d3 3ffcd© jaoi3B/.io*tni \a& ’^Xfiiei '.ino

T^Ba o3 ,i©v 0 Rrod ,r 3on ei 31 .ensMoeqa ea3 lo

1 Xiilaaj’ \rxrc ji ©vi^ o3 rfclJf not; 3od ,3 1x/i^ io aJceani

83o&8xii 1 -Mo ed3 »£; o3 xifteBOoen ai 3i nol3efrio^

an . *-?iod) 31ni'i *»o bnii orf3 f»ni> ! *o3i ,edJon ,83X39od)

( .03©

ai ©rij d31ir bauidroo ,Q2 i£.;jei te©d3 3Bd3 oqori 1

rl 3 riiw ,df 'iiooide^ i©33eX v.m fli ionleinoo noi3e;Tjo^

.cX:ee,: Xna 6odt»i» ii'o lo e©l)l ila* © n&x

• 10 D dd tv Mo oeoooiie Do oa io^ boriel* 3aod d3lT.



April 21 CThursday) . Rabaul. Have made

repeated trips to the ^France’ since she has been drawn

out of the water and find her in good condition except

for a number of sheets of copper which need renewing,

April 22 (Friday). Rabaul. I7ent over the

^France ^ with IJcLean, the shipping manager, v/ho agreed

to take the vessel if I would stand the fifty Pounds

expense of re-coppering flaky patches.

I agreed to this. Later in the day 71 . R,

Carpenter ft Go. gave me the following letter of con-

firmation concerning the purchase of the ’France.

»

22nd April, 1932.

'.7. F. Goultas, Esq.,
Rabaul

Dear Sir,

Re the schooner ’’France”

4 4-.- refer to our letter to you of the 14thInstant and have now to advise you that we have received
condition of this vessel,

effect that she is in good order andcondition subject to the replacement of portion of hercopper sheeting.

We confirm the arrangements entered into withyou this morning whereby you have agreed to make an
accoaht. aSd we have to aSvise

liL on
prepared to take the vessel over as she

favSur!^
necessary documents of transfer in our

Yours faithfully,

w. R. CJARPCI'ITER ft COIIPAITT Ln'TTED.

(Signed) G, Symmington

Manager
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Carpenter »s agreed to take up this matter of

registry eto. with the Museum while, as an incentive to

more rapid results, I dispatched the follov.-ing cable to

the .American consul in Sydney.

"Give V7. R. Carpenter & Go. Sydney all in-

formation American Shipping Board regulations enable

them take transfer schooner France from us. Coultas."

In the afternoon with Mr. Thurston and John

James in a car as far Toma v/hich is in the direction of

the central Baining valley. The roads looked quite

good so concluded to send the Party out to-morrow,

April 23 (Saturday). Rabaul, The others got

away with all of the camp equipment in a large truck early

this morning. It will be necessary for me to remain

here in Rabaul a few days to v/ait for cables, transfer

papers and matters dealing with the »France.»

April 24 - May 2. Rabaul. Learned that the

bush party had a hectic time getting to Latromet. Thru

negligence of the native driver they became mired on eight

different occasions and didn»t reach their objective until

Monday noon. Once at Latromat, camp was established and

collecting begun on April 29th.

During this time in Rabaul, l shifted all effects

to two large rooms in the 'Times Bldg” and made a work
shop out of tiiat place.

Mr, Thurston’s crew, who had been engaged on the

France ,were all paid off in full so that we would have

no cause for a misunderstanding from that quarter.
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May 2 (Monday ), Is. Latromat. \llth Dr,

Brennen in his car to Latromat in the Bainings v/here I

found the party encamped. They are very favorably

situated with tv/o fair-sized native houses in v/hich to

prepare specimens and store effect. There is also a

nev;ly erected cook house and tv/o tents for sleeping

quarters.

The tv/o James have been in the field every day

and are producing fair results for beginners.

I found that Mrs. Goultas had been literally

eaten alive v/ith sand flies.

Met Ian Mac, Patrol officer, who, while dis-

cussing the tribes of Hew Britain, v/arned me to be very

careful of the natives of the Hakanai area if we make a

journey into that country. l^rthermore, on the lower

side of the Island, he informed me, the Arames are not to

be trusted either. I should not attempt to penetrate

that country he advised.

Returned to Rabaul with Dr. Brennen.

May '6 (Wednesday). Is. Latromat again. To

the office of j. r. Carpenter & Co. where I learned that

there was no news regarding the transfer of the ’France.’

So concluded to return to the Bush camp and remain a few

days.

•.ith I,h*. Thurston in a food car to camp,

arriving at 2 p.m. He will take the car^ a hired one,

back to Rabaul for me.
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Onoe in caiap v/ent to work on birds. The boys

have done fairly well with an example of Tyto aurantia

and a rail araong other species obtained. Also one night

hav/k has been brought in so far. The skins are good,

thanks to the careful attention of lirs. Goultas.

./ith their hunting, both boys have yet to learn

that the early morning hours are the best for collecting.

Both of them complain that the dew gets them all wet and

cold, hence they should remain in camp until the sun is

up enough to dry the grass and leaves.

-inother failing, which is common everywhere,

is the habit of late hours. I believe a great number of

people enjoy sitting up most of the night and then sleep-

ing until 9 or 10 in the morning. One can»t do that and

collect birds, though I will add that I never broke the

boys of this atrocious habit while they v/ere in camp v/ith

me. After the birds, I set to v«rork on the camp effects.

Those vyere not stored properly and required shifting and

straightening. Order and convenience is a mania with me,

V7hile, at the same time, it tends to make life in camp

much more congenial. Especially does orderliness help

to keep down petty quarrels.

Kay 4 (Thursday). Latromat. i:y introductory

night to life in this camp was not a very pleasant one.

oand flies pestered me all night long. Even the lotion

or dope that was purchased in Habaul and brought as a

preservative gave only momentary relief as the insect pests
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were back at \/ork just as soon as the liquid evaporated.

Two unpleasant factors made their influence

felt right at the beginning of camp and remained v^ith us

throughout all of our stay. One of them, an arrogant,

surly police boy, and the other a perfectly worthless

native mission boy. These two are at logger-heads v/ith

each other all of the time, as each attempts to induce

the natives to do their individual bidding neither of

them have a great degree of success, but both stir up no

end of discord.

The old chief of the village is not a strong

man nor an influential one either. As a consequence,

the natives of the tribe do just about as they please.

The Bainings, as reported, are dirty, timid,

covered with sores, and not the least inclined toward

communal life. This particular village, one of a score

or more of houses was erected at the instigation of the

Government and represents the only congregating center of

this particular tribe of people. V/hile all of the

population is supposed to live here, I am told that most

of them remain in the bush for weeks on end and return

to the village as the spirit moves them.

As for the country, an almost flat valley floor

cut by deep ravines. i am sure from my observations, so

far, that we can not find a better locality than the one

we are in.

7e have here an abundance of virgin forest.
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n'oinerous patohos of grass land, great stretches of

secondary bush, and native gardens everywhere. Besides

this, there is no end of snail streams and miniature

rivers. In the distance v/e have mountains rising to

4000 feet and if we can reach these vie v/ill be able to

make a very fine survey indeed. Only one thing is lack-

ing to make the area a perfect paradise and that is a lake

with svmmp land surrounding it.

Nevertheless, I can think of no reason for

shifting camp to some other location until we have sized

up this area and are ready to tackle the mountains.

May 5 (Friday). To Kabaul. Found that the

two nurses, who are running a native hospital at Llala-

bunga, are going in to Rabaul, so concluded to accompany

them. I am especially anxious to get the sale of the

France * completed in order that we can get down to work

in earnest.

Reached Rabaul in the evening.

May 6-16. Rabaul. During this period in

Rabaul I engaged my time labeling up earlier collections

of New Britain, writing bird notes, etc., while waiting

for some word or indication that I might use to transfer

the 'France.*

On June 9th cabled the Museum. "Gan you hasten

United States Government Shipping Board. Please telegraph

authority to transfer vessel direct to W. R. Carpenter a

Limited Company hero. Cannot sell without direct
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authority. Goultas.”

May 13th received following, ";Ve give you

authority transfer ’France’ to W. R. Carpenter Limited.

Making every effort to expedite Shipping Board Approval.

Museology.

"

May 17 (Tuesday). To Latromat. Mr. Tom

Goss, a planter at Loma, arrived in town with a letter

from camp requesting ray presence there. Packed a few

effects and journeyed to Loma with Goss where I spent the

night,

May 18 (Wednesday). Latromat. Gut across the

forest area and reached camp about noon. Passed through

an interesting country with birds everywhere. it is only

necessary to go after them, I am sure they are here.

Found canp in good order. The boys have been

collecting every day and have made up a number of speci-

mens though mostly small birds. i did find several

hawks and a small ov/1 Ninox among the specimens in the

racks. Owls are reported to be very common in this area.

Our problem will be to locate their roosts and thus collect

them during the day.

May 19 (Thursday), Latromat, Went over all of

the birds and found them quite good except in several

cases where the necks of the skins are too short.

District officers Taylor and Mac called again

while on their rounds of inspection.
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The boys returned from hunting about noon and

gave us work for the rest of the day. In the evening

for night hav/ks (

Q

aprimulgus ) which put in their ap-

pearance over the grasslands and native gardens just be-
/

fore dark. Unfortunately, none were obtained this

evening but several were heard.

May 20 (Friday). Latromat. Hunting early

this morning. Jmall birds are especially common, and

as the Bainings have their gardens scattered all over

the country one can find trails in every direction.

Henicopernis
, the black hawk, were brought

in, one by John James and the other bj'- the local sub-

chief called the Tol-tol. These are reported as

moderately common but rather difficult to stalk.

Mike, the younger, has become a small bird man
who delights in bringing in numbers of tiny creatures

which are easy for him to prepare. John, on the other

hand, believes in large birds and will spend the whole

day chasing a hawk. The habits of the two sort of

equalize the hunting but are not very satisfactory in

building up the collections.

To date one single Baining, the Tol Tol, is

the only one who has shown any aptitude with a shot gun.
He is a fair shot but a rascal as ;/ell. i am afraid
his time with us is limited.

Left cai,ip at 4 p.m. to go to the Goss residence

and thence on into Rabaul.
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May 21 (Saturday). Rabaul, Up at daylight

and started on foot for Rabaul. After about 8 miles

of it LIr. Phibbs, the collector of customs, met me in

his car and made the follov/ing 20 miles relatively easy

for me.

Reached Rabaul little after 8 a.m. and found

the follov/ing cable from the Luseumr "Shipping Board

order 2347 authorize transfer France - copy of order

-American consul Sydney, Museology."

Informed Mr, McLean of the cable and he agreed

to get in touch with Sydney, The transfer promises to

be a long drawn out affair before we have finished va th

it. Undoubtedly the permit of transfer has been for-

warded by mall and will take 6 weeks to reach that port.

Notwithstanding, I have decided to remain in

Rabaul a few days to see what develops.

May 22-30. Rabaul. During this period in

the city I spent most of my time running errands and at-

tending to odds and ends v/hich always accumulate.

Received the sum of sixty-sevem Pounds- four

shillings and six pence from the Solomon Islands Govern-

ment as a returned deposit on the guarantee posted on

the five boys which we used as crew in the Caroline

Islands,

^o Bay Loo Lumber Go. and ordered a number of

bird drying racks. These, v/hen completed, will be about
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'5 feet 6 inches long, <i0 inches v/ide, and 8 inches deep.

They will be covered with copper mesh wire on both sides,

cut, and hinged lengthwise through the middle of the up-

rights, so that they can be opened, birds inserted, and

the rack hung by wires for the specimens to dry, Jmall,

ant proof, and rat proof containers of this kind are

quite essential in this humid climate. Dr. James p.

Chapin’s case is quite satisfactory on the march but not

so successful in camp as wet specimens placed inside are

inclined to mildew from the lack of circulation of air

through the case.

Let I/tr. Perryman, the manager of V/. R, Carpenter

& Co., v/ho has been in /Sydney on holidays. He feels

that the transfer of the ’France’ is almost completed.

He has been informed by head office in Sydney that Lr.

Carpenter has advised his agent in New York to have the

transfer of the ’France’ made in j\merica in order to save

time. Possibly this procedure will hasten matters,

Sent the following cable to the Museum after

hearing irom the Consulate in Sydney: "American Consulate,

oydney N.3.V/., have not been advised transfer. Please

instruct shipping board to telegraph .hnerican Consulate,

Jyiney, order number 2000-347, will enable us to complete
sale at once, Coultas.”

lAr. Joe Koddenott, master of a very small

vessel, assures me that he will be pleased to take me to

Long Island and the ochouten Group on the northeast
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ooast of New Guinea at any time I v/ould care to p;o there.

His price v/ith food and accommodations would only come to

two pounds ten shillings, or .i?12.50 per day. (a reasonable

figure.

)

June 1 (Wednesday). To Latromat. Forwarded

a bank draft to Atlantic Gulf and Pacific Go. for payment

of the propeller and shafting-handling charges, I now

having received a letter from that organization explain-

ing the situation there.

Concluded to return to camp again as there is

nothing to take my attention here in the city.

With Mr, j-iwing, arrived at camp at dusk. Learned

that there is to be a big dance or "Sing Sing" to-night.

Unfortunately, rain sets in shortly after dark and we re-

tire only to be awakened about 1 a.m. with the native

drums pounding and the festivities in full sway.

V/e go to the clearing near the village and find

hundreds of natives assembled. ,t one side of the

cleared circle the old men with their bamboo (and some

with skin) drums are seated. In the center of the area is

a huge fire which illuminates the participants and ob-

servers.

This is the seasonal dance of this tribe which

has to do with the initiation into manhood of the young

men. It is purely Phallic worship, Lach dancer is

covered v/ith ropes of leaves and smeared v/ith all sorts
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and colors of paint and nud. The more hideous looking

they are the bettor for them. On their heads each v/ears

a most amazing mask, very large, most of them measured

from 4 to 0 feet in length to 3 to 6 feet in height.

These represent huge birds, lizards, cassov/aries, fish,

and other forms of life from the bush. Jome of the

bolder dancers pierced the flesh at the base of the spine

and inserted a long thin rod (G to 10 feet long) all

covered v;ith feathers and leaves v/iiich represented a tall.

In front of their bodies each supported a grossly ex-

aggerated replica of the male organ. These v/ere

decorated v/ith flowers, designs, instruments such as horns,

and some even had frills like propeller blades on the end

of the object.

ilach dance lasted perhaps half an hour v.'hile the

participants leaped and cavorted about the arena. Others

leaped through the fire at intervals, but all ended up

in front of the orchestra tov;ard the end of their period

of gyrations. A wierd nasal chant was sung continuously

by all participants dui’ing the dance.

Once assembled in front of the orchestra all

actors wriggled, squirmed and performed what we would term

lewd suggestive motions and ambulations.

Only males participated in this dance. At no

time was there any indication that the women v;ould engage

in the performance.

As is true with most primitive people, the
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women constituted the audience and are never permitted to

see the faces of the actors. The latter though do

recognize their men folks by their feet and their locomotion

or by some bruise or scar on the ankle of a dancer.

Toward daylight all of the males v/ith their

paraphernalia scampered off into the bush to hide their

costumes and wash their bodeis tliat no trace of the

night »s performance might be left on them,

June 2 (Thursday), Latromat, Not much ac-

complished this day as all of us v/ere tired from the

night »s entertainment. Did manage to check over the

specimens and perform odd tasks about camp.

The boys went hunting a short time in the

afternoon.

Jhortened the legs on the mesh tables we have

had made by Bay Loo Company, These tables are so con-

structed that the flat top folds double. The reinforced

sides fit together when the table is folded and the

legs swing on bolts and fold do?m against the under side

of the top. Folded, the table is a flat compace thin

box, easy to carry and does not take up a great deal of

space. Tlaese tables with canvas camp chairs are indeed

a help in any camp and are usually found in such places.

June 3 (Friday). Latromat. Cpent most of

the day in the bush with John James. Te put up a number
of Pittas, immitated their calls and attempted to track
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them through the bush* The birds were too smart for

us and kept just out of range all of the time. I

firmly believe this species delights in playing hide

and seek with a person, for they will spend hours and

hours ansv/ering a human-made oall.

The chief, or Lu lu ai, from the village of

Taulil came into camp and asked permission to try his

hand at hunting. He was given a shot gun, a number of

cartridges, and sent out but returned rather late in

the day without any appreciable results.

Like most natives everA'T/here, once they learn

that fire arms are available, they feel that they are

natural born shot gun experts. Any and all villagers

will step forward and proclaim themselves prepared to

begin collecting. Perhaps they are with their own

weapons.

In 95 percent of all cases, not one native has

had a shot gun in his hands before, and when given one

and allowed to shoot the same for the first time, the

recoil ffom the discharge usually knocks him over back-

wards or frightens him so badly that he flinches every

time he pulls the trigger afterwards. Consequently,

without proper training he continues to miss his marks

and returns with no specimens.

I have found that a little careful instruction

right at the beginning will overcome a great deal of

this tendency toward flinching on the part of the pros-
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peotlve oolleotor and will set him on the ri^ht track.

Thus, when a boy is given a gun, I always take a few

minutes and teach him how to hold his piece against his

shoulder, how to lean forward to balance his weight

against the recoil of the gun v^hen the cartridge is dis-

charged, how to squeeze the trigger, not pull it, and

how to keep his eyes open. Likewise, he is taught to

keep the thumb of his trigger hand hard against his

cheek so that that member will not give him a bloody nose

or a black eye when the musket is discharged.

After these few rudimentary points are drummed

into the student’s head, I always put up a target and at-

tempt to explain something of distance and dispersion of

shot at various distances. This last is a most compli-

cated problem for a native and usually ends in wasted

effort on the part of the instructor. To a native, a

bird is a bird whether it is blown to pieces or procured

at record distance.

Once the boy has an idea of the rudiments of

shooting it is best to start him out on aux. cartridges

first and leave the larger ones until he has acquainted

himself with the less destructive ammunition. Un-

fortunately, nearly all natives resent being sent after

small specimens and always complain bitterly about the

larger examples they have lost through the small shot.

After a few days of practice or, more logically,

a period of personal supervision in the field, most any
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native oan be trusted to the use of a shot gun. I say

most any native because the average of successfully

trained boys is very high.

The difficulties that confront the expedition

leader when he is attempting to use a native staff of

collectors does not come from the letter’s inability

to shoot nor his lack of skill in locating the material

desired. The disturbing factors are all of a social

nature and have to do with the normal life of a native.

7irst of all, the black hunter, with a loaded gun on

his shoulder, is in a commanding position. He is in

possession of a stronger weapon than his associates and

is, consequently, to be feared and respected. The

temptation to show off is too great. He must strut

around the ladies and bulldoze the men. Every native

will do this no matter who he is nor what position he

holds in the community. Humiliation, physical contact,

nor profanity upon the part of the white man v^ill not

stop the native from his quest for social importance.

Then again there are so many edible birds in

the bush which can be taken, eaten, or exchanged for

something of intrinsic value (principally favors from

some lady friend, usually married). it is such an easy
matter to tell the master that he missed the object he

was stalking.

If, for any reason, the flesh of a bird is not

wanted, the feathers can always be used in ceremonial
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dances, or can be sold or bartered to a neighboring

village or clan.

Such a thing as honor or integrity, as de-

veloped in oiir more civilized races, is unknown to these

primitive people. They have no conception of anything

of that nature but acquire as much as they can get away

vflth from any and every one.

Uven if a boy can keep out of trouble long

enough to receive a few shilling, some tobacco and a

number of calicos for the specimens he has turned in, he

soon reaches the saturation point v/here he feels inde-

pendently wealthy. Once at that point, he no longer

feels the need of continuing his hard labors of tramping

through the forests when he can derive no end of pleasure

from sitting around the village and explaining to eager

listeners the virtues of the chase.

One learns to count upon a week to ten days of

collecting as the limit of usefullness for an individual

shoot boy. After that time one must begin casting around

for another recruit. This is a problem which faces the

leader of an expedition from the day he begins his ac-

tivities in the field until the day he leaves.

If a permanent staff of collectors is signed on

and used, those boys may be counted upon to be in trouble

with the locals at least 90 per cent of the time. No

matter who they are, how long they remain, or how good

they are in the field, they will be in hot water over
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something every blessed day. Locals knov/ that one’s

shoot boys receive money and the former set every con-

ceivable trap to catch the latter in order to extol

blackmail from the same.

It is true that one can do his own collecting

but that is most difficult at best. No white man can

cover the forest and locate the species of birds as

easily as a native who has lived in a particular locality

all of his life. Thus, in this camp, v/e are faced, as

always, with the problems of hunters and the Bainings

are no better nor no worse than the natives in others.

Ilr. B. D. :^lng of Burns Philip’ staff arrived

in camp to spend the week-end. Jis Saturday is the

King’s birthday or some such holiday, he has two full

days away from the office.

Hunting for night hawks to-night and obtained

two specimens, that is, I saw tv/o fall after they had

been shot at, but in the tall grass was unable to locate

them with a flash light.

June 4 (Saturday). Latromat. Into the kunai

grasslands early this morning and located the tv/o night

hawks that I had shot last night. One of them was

found to be in excellent condition but the other one had

been eaten badly by small black ants. This necessitated

my disposing of it.

This species, Ja pr imulgu

s

. hides in dense

thickets in the day time and is almost impossible to flush
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at this neriod. Though, as a species, they are very

regular in their habits. One can watch for their ap-

pearance over open fields just at dusk and will usually

find that the bird (individuals alone always) always

comes to the clearing from the sarae direction and place

every night. Locate the thicket where the bird should

be roosting during the day and one searches in vain for

the individual. Protective coloration plays a very im-

portant part in the concealment of individuals, as they

choose leaf strewn ground upon which to rest and sleep.

'i7ent to work on Pittas again to-day but v/ith-

out success. There is only one way to obtain this

species and that is to stay with it until we learn how

to acquire specimens. I*m mortally certain they v/ill

not come to us.

Ivir. Jim Corfield, the native agricultural

Inspector for the Government, called while making his

rounds of this area. Ills duties are to inspect native

gardens, cocoanut trees (for pests) and to survey roads

and keep them clean. He also distributes potatoes,

rice, and seeds of kinds in an atterapt to teach the

natives a little variety of diet. Such vegetables as

onions, lettuce, cabbage, tomatoes, melons, and pumpkins

grow readily and are slowly being adopted by the natives.

June 5 (Sunday). To Rabaul. No hunting this

day. All of the colored citizens washed and arrayed

themselves in their very best before attending church
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(l6 tu), ISven our filthy oook and the "number tvo"

( oamp attendant) cleansed themselves*

This is a liethodist community whose requisites

are that all natives bathe before attending services.

This one hygienic factor alone is about the only real

good the native derives from the church. All this is

lost on the Bainings, though, who may be seen every Sun-

day evening squatting on the ground rubbing dirt into

their skins,

/hen questioned as to this procedure, I learned

that when a person wa^es they remove the covering from

their bodies and become cold at night when they sleep.

But if they rub plenty of dirt into their Skins they will

’^sleep warm" at night.

I can understand now \iiy Ma ra rup, our cook,

and Ta Llongah, the No. 2, look askance at us when we send

them to the streams to cleanse themselves twice daily,

I might mention here that a little spring near

camp has been harnessed and made into a water falls and

an excellent shower bath.

A number of visitors called in the afternoon.

>7e have adopted the English custom of serving afternoon
tea to all guests. it is quite inexpensive and restful.

./ith Mr. Ewing in the evening to Rabaul again
where I hope to get some word of the »France». it is
most distressing this journeying back and forth to Rabaul
ell of the time. Reached the city at 8 p.m.
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June 6 CMonday) . To Latromat. '^o the

office of ’,7. R. Carpenter & Go. but learned that they had

received no word of the »France» registry. Informed

the Company that I would retiurn to the bush and remain

there until the end of the month. They agreed to for-

ward any and all information if they could find a con-

veyance going that way.

•7lth Mr. Thurston in a rented Ford and reached

camp at 4:30 p.m. Learned that John James has obtained

another Ty^ aurantia which pleases him imraensely. I

only wish that he could obtain many more of these, n’his

species with his shrill cry will respond to a call but it

is rarely that one can get them to come within shot gun

range

,

All of us out for night hawks and owls again at

dusk but none were obtained. This little spell in the

evening Just at dark is a pleasant break from bird

skinning and affords exercise as well.

Mr. Corfield has put all of the natives to

work, pulling weeds, cleaning roads, villages, and

gardens. Our area fairly shines, it is so clean. i

only wish he would remain with us all of the time and
help us keep our grounds tidy.

It is customary in most villages to hire a

woman to come and clean the compound, as this work con-
stitutes an activity delegated to this sex Men will
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not alvirays perform it even though they are a part of

our hired retinue.

One point worth mentioning, though, with all

of this grass cutting and weed pulling the sand flies

have become disturbed and are around us as thick as can

be. \7e will obtain little sleep for several nights

until these quiet down again.

June 7 (Tuesday). Latromat. I.rike James

left with Jim Corfield for Wunga, a village in the

mountains, some 12 miles distant. This one is reported

to be at an elevation of 2000 feet and quite near a

small mountain lake. Hike will have a look at the

place and decide for himself whether he would care to

collect there for a few days. I feel that it is about

time for these boys to branch out for themselves if they

are ever going to. As for myself, I ^Tish to remain on

here for a while until I see what this country holds and

to acquaint myself with the natives sufficiently to urge

them to carry us into the mountains. This will not be

an easy task I am assured.

Hired a new camp boy named Dambien. He will

act as roustabout and assistant cook. /unong other

duties, washing clothes, cutting fire wood, cleaning

the house and camp will likewise fall to his lot.

To bed v/ith a dose of fever,

one I have had for some tine.

The fir st bad
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John Janas returned with an example of Aoolpiter

braohyurus . .'/e didn’t know it at the time but this one

is a very desirable species,

June 8 (Wednesday). Latromat, A day of hard

rains; very little hunting. John did get out and set

a number of flue nets, iiven if v/e are successful in ob-

taining specimens with these, I am afraid the natives will

steal the birds befofe we collect them. This is the way

of some primitive people.

Went over all specimens and packed the dried

skins. We are able to condition our material without

it becoming mouldy, though I have noticed here in this

locality that it takes unusually long to get the feet

hard and firm. It, must be the air and the humidity that

affects the skins.

Hike returned from on top with a dose of fever

and went straight to bed. Corf le Id tells me that he

thinks we should find camping quite agreeable up there

though he admits that he didn’t find conditions any dif-

ferent from the locality we are in nor did they find the

supposed lake. There are no houses there either.

The cook, lia ra rup, who had been permitted to

go hunting during the afternoon, returned late smelling

of flying-fox. Though he denied it, I am convinced that

he shot specimens and ate them. This, unfortunately,

ends Ma ra rup’s career as a hunter. Re can now center
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his attentions on bread baking and rewashing clothes

when they are not cleaned sufficiently. There is al-

ways the humiliating task of cleaning and brooming the

yard too as a gentle reminder v/hen work is poorly done.

The law does not permit one to lay, heavily,

the hands, on a native, except in the bush, but the

gentle art of humiliation works v/onders at times with

these people.

June 9 (Thursday). Latromat. The natives

have ruined the night hawk and quail country since they

have cut and bui-ned all of the grasslands in the vicinity.

Though I have seen none of the latter to date, I have

heard them and have been told also that they are present

in small numbers here. Into the bush but returned with

only a limited number of small birds. Just one of

those days when I couldn’t find anything worth while.

Mike still down with fever. 7/e can’t get him

to eat, which is not an auspicious sign for him. papa

should have "spanked" in the earlier years of this young

man’s career,

June lo (Friday). Latromat. John James and
I hunting together. ,/e have located a fine country to
the north oi us where we should encounter plenty of birds.
Heard a cassowary but the same ran away before we were
within a mile of him. Pittas again clayed with us and
we were not rewarded with specimens

.

Though I did learn
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that this species has ventriloquistic powers, v/ill hide

in a lov/ tree and throv; its voice to the ground. v7e

were rewarded v/ith a good adult example of an Acclpiter

novaehollandla and a Hlnox for the day.

Red ants have come into camp since being dis-

turbed by the annual cleaning brigade. These pests

are now into everything, v^hich forced us to bathe tables,

chairs, boxes, and bed-legs v;ith creosote.

The racks of drying bird skins suspended from

the rafters of the house by wires are easily kept free

of pests by the simple application of creosote rubbed

on cotton which is tied to the wires upon which the racks

swing.

June 11 (Saturday). Latromat. Hunting in

the morning in the deep wooded ravine that separates

these Baining neople from the Tanlil Tribe. to the south,

uhe Luluai, or chief, of the latter accompanied me. Yfe

found plenty of good virgin forest but not many birds,

though with the aid of my black accomplice we v/ere able

to obtain a Pitta.

The chief made a small leaf blind or covering

into which we crept and which proved to be the undoing of

the bird v/hen it came too close to us. This idea is an

excellent one and shall be used extensively from now on.

Hear Tanlil village l found a large patch of

grassland where cisticola, quail, and finches may be ob-
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tained. ?he Tanlils have a bad habit of burnlne the

grassland frequently, which will be a decided disad-

vantage to us in this work.

June 12 (Sunday) Latromat. Hike still down

with fever. The boy seems to be suffering more from
mental depression than from the effects of fever. m
the first place, we can't induce him to eat and that is
a handicap; in the second, he Is a finicky sort of an
individual who picks and chooses. He must have grape
nuts, siloed bananas and cocoa with toast for breakfast.

30UPS Of all kinds, rice, boiled meats, and potatoes all
upset his stomach. One can well Imagine the terrible
mental suffering a young man must undergo in a country
like this where there are no potato chip stores (dell-
oatessens) handy and where he must eat what Is placed on
the table or else go away hungry. i was taught from
childhood to eat What was offered me. m this and other
camps my associates must learn to do the same thing.

Once a person Is catered to, and each whim
oned v.lth, we will spend all of our time cooking and

doing nothing else. Therefore, we must, as always, con-
3ume the co.nmon things as rice, potatoes, pigeon soups,
etc. and we will learn to like them or else go hungry.

oneiderable difficulties have been experienced
with the villages lately over native foods. i lay the
blame at the feet of the hethodlst lilsslon boy who Is,

pparently, not satisfied with the prices 1 pay. There-
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fore I used my voice and most of the afternoon in roaring

the daylights out of every native I could find, with a re-

sult that we have considerably more provender this evening

than we will be able to use for many days to come, ,/hen

the master goes on the war path the announce that he is

’’Long Long," (crazy), but nine times out of ten noise and

profanity bring results.

June 13 (Monday). Latromat. Mjts. Coultas and

I hunting along the road that leads to Molabungo. This

5 miles stretch is flanked on both sides v/lth large areas

of secondary bush and well fenced in garden plots. One

finds any number of small species along the road but very

few large birds. ,/e were rewarded with a ground pigeon,

Henicophaps . This one is a stupid creature who, when

disturbed, flies off the ground where he is feeding into

the branches of a low tree and just sits. If one will

stop and observe him, he will react like a Franklin’s

Grouse who just cranes his neck and silently watches the

intruder.

There is no trouble in collecting this species

once it is discovered. it is a wonder the bird hasn’t

been exterminated ages ago by the natives who take every

one they can lay their hands to. Though rare here, one

occasionally runs into them in darkened thickets of the

forest valleys,

John ret’orned from his trip with another owl

among his collections.
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31ov/ly we are learnign something of the area

we are in and should be able, in the near future, to be-

gin bringing in more of the desirable species.

Returned to camp to find the cook house full

of kanakas and was forced to chase them all away, much

to their resentment, I don’t know what it is that at-

tracts them unless it be the warm fire, but all natives

always congregate in the cook house v/herever one goes.

The process of clearing it out must be repeated many

times a day; even a club doesn’t seem to put a stop to

the practice either,

June 14 (Tuesday). Latromat, Into the bush

with a new shoot boy but encounter a deluge of rain

which drives us home early in the morning. it actually

rains so hard we can accomplish nothing, so "rest" for

most of the day. The grass roof of thp bird preparation

house leaks badly and we are put to it to keep the speci-

mens dry.

June 15. ( V/ednesday) . Latromat, Hunting

with the new boy again and visit the grasslands near

Tanlil. There are no quail in evidence though we tramp

through the area until the heat of the sun drives us to

cover. Grasslands in the tropics can become unbearably

hot irom the middle of the morning until late afternoon.

Still one can find birds there at all hours,

John obtained an example of the long-tailed

pigeon (Reinwardtoenas browni) which he found in the
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dense Torest and not far from a small rock-strewn river.

Mke is still in bed and complains of pains in

bis stomach v;hich I think must come from lack of nourish-

ment as he exhibits no signs of gastric malaria,

June 16 (Thursday). Latromat. Put a crew

of natives to work making a new thatched roof for the

bird house. Got around the demands of the local labor

racketeers by promising the old chief 100 sticks of

tobacco when a good Job has been completed. its up to

him to see that the Job is done well and acceptable. be-
fore payment is to be made. Hunting with good results.

June 17 (Friday). Hunting all day despite a

light fog and drizzle of rain. in many ways a dark day

IS often superior to a bright sunny one. The damp bush

allows one to walk more quietly, and the lack of bright

sunlight eliminates shadows which do startle birds. i

found one female ^xlcola down in a ravine in heavy under-
brush. This species is very active and mo^t difficult to

obtain here.

June 18 (aaturday). To iunga. 7/ith a bed roll
and a few aupplias on the backs of 3 carriers, i took off
With lira, aoultas to visit Junga in the mountains to the
north. 7e reached the village In five hours and found It
Situated at 1750 feet altitude.

Outside of a small, very dirty church and
aeveral lean-tos, there are no houses to make up the vlllag<
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The Bainlngs use this as a sort of congregating center

when wanderers wish to meet friends and thresh out tribal

problems*

'.Ve had the boys make us a temporary frame house

with a lightly thatched roof v/hich will suffice if v/e

don't get too much rain. I did, though, leave orders for

them to make us a proper leaf house for use in the near

future.

June 19 (Sunday). 7/unga. Took a long hike to

a place called mipe where there is supposed to be a lake.

The same turned out to be a depression in a small valley

where water accumulates after long hard rains. That is

the nature of it. It was perfectly dry during our visit*

This, at times, soggy place is apparently mixed up in the

culture of the tribe, as most of them are terribly afraid
of the area.

?he country Itself Is excellent for hunting and
Should be worked. Natives report the grey hawk, Aoclplter
orlnoeps, Iglanchroa

, and Gymnophaps here. Two problems
Vfill stand In our road, carriers for our duffle and housing
facilities. I doubt If v7e can rake together enough boys
to include tents In our packs, the next time we come here.

June 20 (Monday). Latromat. tip at daylight and
took a long easy trip back to camp. obtained a new king-
fisher (AlPXOhe websterl) and missed two Ducula melanochroa .

John in the meantime has been acculrlng a series

^^^^Mosynopsis as those fly over cam p in flocks just
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before dusk.

Llike is up and around but not looking like his

normal self.

Started our cook Ha ra rup at skinnjLng birds

but he doesn’t appear to take kindly to the job.

June 21 (Tuesday). Latromat. Sent word to

the chief that v/e v/ould like 20 carriers to transport some

of our effect up to \7unga on Saturday 25th, at v/hich tine

I expect the natives up there to have the log house

finished for us.

Hunting to-d.ay in the grasslands and obtained

a number of reed birds
( Gisticola ) . John out but returned

without anything. Native Hinial shov/ed up v/ith 5 Owls

(ly^qx) which he obtained in a fev/ hours of hunting,

I had offered a reward of one red calico (value

10 cents) for each Ninox procured. Hinial being con-

siderably sanrter than he looks gathered up a small army
of children who went into the bush and located roosting
birds. After the kids had reported their finds back to
Minial, that Industrious citizen came to me and pleaded
for a g:un, stating that he knew where he could find an
owl. I gave him his musket, received the 5 specimens,
and rewarded the hunter in turn.

Now, from the native standpoint, l,:inial has out-
smarted me and has become a temporary hero in his clan.

Nhite men loop upon natives as poor illiterate
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children, but the natives feel the same about the whites.

According to native standards we v;hites are pretty easy

marks. Nevertheless, I have, at last, started this

species coming in and expect plenty of owls from now on.

I have yet to find someone v/ho v/ill take an

interest in ground birds. Have talked snares and traps

^-mtil I am black in the face but doubt v/hether one native

has taken this work seriously as yet.

June 22 (Wednesday). Letromat, Did Vvhat I

think was a smart thing and nut Ilinial, the owl hunter,

on the retired list temporarily. -hen he has spent and

traded his calicos he may be able to return to work and

find us some more good material.

considerable rain off and on all day which made

collecting an impossibility. Engaged our time around

camp at odds and ends of tilings.

June 23 (Thursday). Latromat. John Janes

takes for JuneaTls near the ,/orangol River to ascertain
whether he can pitch camp and find worth ?/hlle swanp

naterlal there.
; yself out aealn and obtained a number

of finches and small stuff.

The tol tol and his cohorts were encountered
shooting flying foxes which they have probably been doing

some time. ,his necessitated my calling in the gun.
-nere lo notliing m the world so aggravating

. as performances

like these. iVery \/hite lias to contend v/ith it no matter
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v/liare he is.

June 24 (Friday). Latromat. John returns

from his trip, having been eaten alive by mosquitoes,

but brings no specimens. He thinks he might like to

make a oarap there later on.

Having an assurance from the chief that he

would procure carriers for us on the morrow, we spent

the day getting a number of packs in order and ready
for the trip to Junga.

I shauld like to establish a camp there as

a forerunner for a trip Into the Bountalns buck of i7ide

Bay.

The Baining have and use a regular trail road
in their Journeys back and forth between these two places
Our only hope of getting into this mountain area from
this locality is over this road, otherwise we will be re-
quired to go around to Jide Bay and enter the mountains
from that side.

June 25 (Saturday). Latromat. The appointed
day and not a blessed carrier. Thp> » -p-Lj-xex. i.ne old chief assured me
that he would, without fni i -i-v,iou-c laii, have the required number of
Boys on nonday. ^o-day. so he said, they wore all In
the bush gathorlne food for over Sunday and oouldnn
spare the time.

I set to v/ork to dry all specimens and get those
reauy for a shipment to Hew York.
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June 26 (Sunday) . Letromat, Tonmy Goss,

from hiis plantation at Loma, called and informed me that

he would be journeying to Rabaul on Tuesday, which affords

me an opportunity to accompany him.

Hike is back on his feet nov/ and will be able

to go hunting in the future. I am afraid the boy is

homesick and is having trouble adjusting himself to his

surroundings.

The oisters from lialabunga health station

spent the afternoon in camp as well.

June 27 (Monday). Latromat. Mo carriers

again to-day. The old chief showed up with three little

boys as his only contribution and insisted that the rest

of his subjects had fled into the bush where they v/ill

hide from him as long as they can.

Naught to do but drive the old fellow out of

oamp and attempt to instill enough fear into him to get

some results.

There is an old addage to the effect that mind
masters matter. In this ease matter appears to be on
top,

June 20 (Tuesday). To Rabaul. Left camp
early in the morning to journey to Loma and accompany Goss
to Rabaul. Arrived at Loma to find that gentleman having
trouble With his car so spent the rest of the day and
night with him.

June 29 (Wednesday). Rabaul. Reached Rabaul
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early in the raorning and found two cables awaiting me.

'^Shipping Board has telegraphed permit to .imerican Consul

Sydney inform me by telegraph immediately purchase price

so that we can execute bill of sale in Nev/ York. Liurphy."

This cable was sent on the ninth of June.

Also another: ’^Please send me answer to telegram

of 9th day of June. Lfurphy."

June 30 (Thursday). Rabaul. Cabled Dr. Kurphy

as follows: '^Purchase price 1450 pounds Australian

currrency when executed please telegraph Caniobe Sydney.

-Arrangements for payment have been made w^ith bank here.

Your telegram received only this morning owing to my ab-

sence in the interior. Coultas,"

v7. H. Carpenter & Co inform me that just as

soon as they receive telegraphic advice from Sydney they

will pay me for the vessel.

I therefore decided to return to camp, get all

of the specimens in order and dispatch them at once. V7as

able to find a passage with Goss as far as Loma and

reached camp late at night. Pound everything normal,

birds drying slowly and well, but no carriers and no col-
lecting done.

Heceived the two following letters from Dr.

Mayr in Hew York:-

Dear Bill:

April 26, 1932

I just received your welcome letter of l!arch 19

I'om Rabaul, and I am very glad to hear that you are well
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and in the best of spirits, I trust you received in the

meantime my two letters of February 15 and 25 v/ith the

suggestions concerning your activity in the Bismark Archi-

pelago, The LIuseum would appreciate it very much if you

could write to me about every four weeks and send a report

of your current work. '?his would give us a chance to

make suggestions and to improve the results of the ex-

pedition. I assure you that all your letters will be

answered immediately and you will get all the information

possible to any of your questions as long as I am here in

New York. I know from my own New Guinea expedition how

and stimulating contact between a museum and a

field worker is. The purchase of the engine for the

France, which was without the knowledge or even against

the orders of the Liuseum, has made the people here in New

York angry, but the sale of the France has no?/ equally

pleased them enough to balance things up.

Your last shipment from the Carolines has not

yet arrived. i think considering all the difficulties

and handicaps you have done very well in this region.

There is no necessity for you to return to that group as

we will get all the missing species and subspecies in the

Rothschild Collection. All our interest at present is

centered in the investigation of the Bismarck group, and
we expect that your collections will be very important and

some oi the systematic and zoogeographical

puzzles of that region.



©if! at iwviooo'l t .a?tr£Jt«re "t®

9rftf CJS |i/i8 Cl *iO ®'i©J’^oZ QT^'J’ X?* ©inWxu>*sa

IriotA eiJJ fli xtivlio#? SiJiraoooc «noiCe»^BL-e

UOX 1± :lCJi«I »^6l08'tqtJ» bxLQ* fi.fi’ .©x«X®q
>T

-iOQ8*f 8 la©* i*c® aijcwr •a’O^ A te^a Ji^od© «s' o9 t^iv bLuoo

Ct ©0>IA»"i8 rt 9Vt^ feXllO®* C Xa . «XTOV ftifJTLXlfO ±SiK)\ ^O

-X© ©/*J a^XiJ«dt ©rfJ ©voiqiaX dnoiJeaxe^'e ©^Lcn

aJ liiir s^art®! tvox II0 iBsit m\ I .noi^riteq

aoUBiTtolr.2 a/!^ IIP C®t»wb«b

ol ©is-'l ia^ I ec «\r.oI ea *iuqx u> xn« ®IiIsao<i

wod aol^iI*»qx« nem amc ^ -ilrsoY «©K

B to® ji!i;»ei.rt ® ^odUaoo ^Gii-iltmlSa boo oIqb(j1bv

difj *10'i 90i5^® ailff ^C> ©BBiiOXtKI 0iTr »©I t£®d*iow 1)X®1Y

±ftp Sieve 10 '^jU>®I'''oroi ©fW iTi^od^lTf a»w itoxxlw ,eoaai*5^

W®;i *tl ®-i©d Pigowq #do ©Bti ,jaiwciBl ed^ ^ ©iJ-

XllBi^P^ ®*d ©oofi'X^ 10 elae. edJ tud

f ,t’i asflld^ doiiBlad d^i/one LtxaeXq

Jen esd aoniloxat^ ©dJ cw's’i iTi^ecaildft Jaal -lifoY

CieiJXi.oIYYIli ©n*^ H» JtflliU I , 1)®tItib ^©\

.iiol:j«*s Bins ai lien x*i©v ©not ov«xI VOX ftq»on>sted Dd©

a*? qzioin 05 nitf/01 oJ uo’i i6*r yi leaeoao on ci ea©d?

©riJ fli ceioecedna ban ealoet fi ^aU otsi II© ^®S III© ©^

e£ titadPiq «»© JaareJal XXJL .aoIlo©IXoC LliaoodJof!

jariB slo^BtaalC ®xt? Yo noWd?jIJeoviii eriJ nl beietne®

Bni> 3r^J5oq«i X*c©v ed Hi© eooHaoIIo^ -ux^t J»t>qx© e©

r60i4Q»t5*o©S®o- oIJae&dfcXQ

.aoi?»€>*i J«>A# Yo- spl^isu<i



/ o G

I have given you a great number of details con-

cerning collecting stations and desirable species, but I

would like to emphasize again a few of these points. The

most important point for us is tlie thorough investigation

of the mountain areas of Hew Britain and New Ireland. Next

in importance come some of the outlying coral islands, as

mentioned in my previous letters.

T/e are very much interested in getting some

notes on the habitat, food, and habits of the birds you

have collected. The things we wish to know in particular

are

(1) the vertical distribution of all the species

(2) the occurrence in the different formations (virgin

forest, secondary growth, grassland, mangrove,

swamp, etc.}

(3) notes on their voices and breeding habits.

All such observations will contribute a great

deal to our knov/ledge of the Melanesian birds. ,/e are par-

ticularly anxious to get all the possible information as

the Liuseum intends to publish a series of papers or books

on the birds of Polynesia and Melanesia.

I expect that by this time you have met Father

Otto Layer of Uatom. lie has quite a good collection of

birds and a very profound knowledge of their habits. l am

sure he can give you a great deal of infoivaation.

I was very much interested in all the nev/s you
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sent me about Rabaul and the 3olomon Islands. I enjoy

every bit of news from the oouth 3eas and think very

frequently of the various experiences we v/ent through to-

gether. I see Hamlin very often. He is studying hard

at Yale, and hopes to take his doctor's degree within

two years. He studies zoology, anatomy, and anthropology

but I think he will eventually concentrate on physical

anthropology. That is the subject he seems to be most

interested in.

I will be here in Nev/ York until the middle of

June, and I hope to go to Jurope for the summer. So far

nothing has been decided yet about my future, but things

look as if I were going to stay here forever.

I hope you will carry out your plans and study

biology here in New York. I think that the study of

ornithology has quite future for an energetic and bright

young man.

Dr. Murphy is still in England where he is super-

vising the packing up of the Rothschild collection. e

expect him back in New York some time in June.

Please give my kind regards to everybody I know

in Rabaul, particularly to Bob Crookshank. I had a very

nice letter from him a few weeks ago and have very good

intentions of answering it soon.

I hope you will write me soon. Jith kind re-

gards and best v/ishes, I am

(Signed) Ernst Ilayr
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May 3, 1932

Dear Bill:

Just received your tv/o letters of I.:arch 10 and

March 20. As I wrote you in my letter of April 26, Dr.

Murphy is still in England. We expect him back in the

lat-er part of this month. In his absence I will answer

all the points you bring up in jrour two letters.

The case of birds from the Caroline Islands

CSaipan and Palau) has not yet arrived, but I hope they

will come soon.

On all the labels of birds collected in the Bis-

marck group you will have to put on not only the Island but

also the exact locality, as there are several cases known

where the single species is represented by two races in

different parts of the same island.

Itinerary.—

Y

qu write that you intend to enter

the mountain area of New Britain from the na' th coast in

order to avoid the southeast monsoon. It is doubtful, in

my opinion, whether you will succeed in reaching the central

range in this way. '^here are several Isolated volcanoes on

the north coast, as for example, the Bather and the '^alasea

Mountains. I do not believe, ho?/ever, that these mountains

are inhabited by the entire mountain fauna. If the season

does not permit you to enter within the next half year from

the north coast, it may be more convenient to collect in

the mountains of New Ireland first and then go back to the

south coast of New Britain. It is very difficult to give
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you any real valuable suggestions from here. You, in

the field, ou^t to be much better able to decide about that.

The question of labels and of nev/ guns I v/ill

take up with Dr. Chapman. Also the question of the sub-

scription of the New York Times Sunday edition.
•%

I see from your letter that you don’t have much

news about the rest of the v;orld. The 1931 V/orld Series

in baseball was won by the St. Louis Cardinals, v/ho v/on

four games, while the Philadelphia Athletics won only three.

Concerning politics we are in the middle of the

primaries for the party conventions. Hoover is the sole

candidate of the Republican party, but the votes in the

Democratic party are rather split bet^veen Governor Roose-

velt and A1 Smith, and some minor lights. The public

opinion in favor of Hoover is growing stronger, so that I

would not be surprised if he would be reelected in spite

of all the criticism against him.

The V/hitney Wing looks almost like a complete

building from the outside. The windov/s are in and the

roof is finished. There is much to be done yet in the

inside, and vre are estimating t.iat it will take more than

a year before it v/ill be ready for occupancy. There are

many study rooms in the building, and I expect tha"- it

will be a line place to do ornithological research work.

Please tell me in your next letter a little more

about Shaw Lleyer's activities. In which part of Nev/ Guinea
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is he working and for whom? I heard that he is collecting

for ''ring, but this is hardly possible as Lord Rothschild

has sold his bird collection to us. It is possible that

Meyer^s collections Yfill eventually come to Nev/ York also.

However, I haven’t heard anything about it yet.

I will add a few notes on the birds of the Bis-

march \rchipelago to my letter as usual. The information

in all my letters combined will in time make a useful

guide to the bird life of the islands on v/hich you are col-

lecting and will give you an opportunity to improve on

the quality of your collections.

I \Tcote you that we acquired the collection of

the Tring Museum. In addition to that material vie have al-

so a few slcins collected by Beck in Rabaul and in southern

New Ireland. I thought it may interest you to know what

he got. CNumbers refer to the enclosed list of the birds

of the Bismarck Archipelago)

Near Rabaul he collected : 32, 33, 56, 78, 83, 95,

100, 104, 112, 125, 128, 139, 153, 156, 167, 176, 182, 186,

192, 204, 205, 211, 212, 224, 226, 231, and 236.

On New Ireland he collected only a fev; birds:

66, 112, 103, 192, 194, 195, 212, 204, and 168.

Here are a few notes on these birds: No. 168 is

a long-tailed drongo with the outermost tail-feathers

curled. This bird is apparently not very rare, but as it

is a genus restricted to New Ireland we are anxious to get
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a large series. Compare Its life history (voioe, etc.)

to the common drongo on New Britain.

01" all the grass finches (I.^funia or Lonchura)

snectabilis is the most common species. Its head, hind-

neck and upper throat, thighs, and under tail-coverts are

black, rest of the underside white. The back and the

wings are brownish. The upper tail-coverts and central

tail-feathers are orange ochre. Of all the other species

of this genus we want as large a series as possible,

preferably of birds of fresh plumage. Of the two sun-

birds found in the Bismarch Archipelago, one. No. 211, is

familiar to you from the 3olonon Islands. The other

species. No. 212, has the male bluish black v/ith a purple

glossy breast shield and greenish glossy crown, scapulars

and rump. The female has the head dark gray, throat

light gray, rest of the underside yellov/ish olive and the

back olive. This species has a subspecies on Feni Island,

No. 213.

.^ong the Monarches , tvio species are very similar;

alecto. No. 192, is black in the male sex with a greenish

blue gloss all over. The female is very different. It

is white underneath, black with a greenish blue gloss on

the crown, and cinnamon on back, v/ings, and tail. The

other species, hebetior, is smaller and also black in the

male sex, but with less and a more bluish gloss. The female
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is rather different by havint"^ the back darker and more

grayish LI. alecto is a ooramon species and we do not

want many specimens, M. hebetior, however, (with a sub-

species No. 194 on ot. Matthias Island) is much rarer

and very desirable. M. chrysomela, golden orange and

bluish black, is a very beautiful bird but rather common

in collections. M. cinerescens is gray above and on

the throat, and rufous on the belly. It is only found

on small coral islands, and a series from every locality

is desirable.

M. verticalis on Hev/ Britain (with M. menckei

on 3t. IJatuhias, and M. infelix on Manus as representa-

tives) is black and white in both sexes, but v/i th rufous

buffy colors in young birds. It is related to the bird

in the Bolomon Islands which v/e used to call M. arses.

All three species, 189, 190, 191, are desirable.

There are only four species of Ptilinopus known

from the island, two of v/hich we also found in the Golomons

namely, the yellow -bibbed dove. Nos. 59-61, and the superb

dove. Very similar to the yellow-bibbed dove is a v/hite-

bibbed dove, P. rivolii. P. insolitus is easily recog-

nizable. It is olive all over except for a few gray

spots on the wing and chin and for the orange upper belly

and the lower yellow be^ly. most obvious character

of this bird is a large yellow fleshy loiob on the fore-

head. ,7e would like to get a large series of this
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species and also a large series of the yellow-bibbed

dove from Manus (no. 61); all the other species of

Ptilinopus are common in collections.

f ^ 3

In my next letter you will receive a few

more notes on birds from your islands. For tliis time

I will give you a fev/ bird lists (numbers correspond-

ing to the enclosed list) of the birds of the Bismarch

Archipelago.

On Fend Island Bichhorn collected the fol-

lov/ing species: 26, 22, 16, 15, 18, 32, several shore

birds, 54, 55, 56, 65, 63, 72, 78, 80, 84, 88, 100, 107,

125, 126, 131, 136, 139, 144, 147, 165, 198, 192, 200,

205, 211, 213. Of these birds three have Feni Island

as type locality and are therefore very important.

These three are a small hawk. No. 26, v/hich is related

to the black and white hav/k of Gtioiseul Island. It

would be interesting to know if this species also occurs

on the other islands east of New Ireland, The other

two species are the gray and rufous flycatcher, No. 198,

and a sunbird, 213. Other important birds from this is-

land are the common gray pigeon, No. 63, the night heron.

No. 15, the king parrot. No. 100, the starling. No. 205,

but particularly the thickhead. No. 200, and the coco-

nut kingfisher. No. 136. This latter bird is supposed

to be identical with the one found near Kavieng, while

the south of New Ireland is inhabited by No, 135.
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A few notes on the birds from Nev/ Ireland.

—

Sichhorn was the first to go to the mountains of this

islands He oollected in southwest Nev/ Ireland from

November 1923 to the beginning of J.;arch 1924. His

camp was situated at an elevation of 1800 feet, but he

collected birds as far up as 3,000 feet.) Here are a

few notes on the more important species of his collec-

tion. He collected the first series of Ducula flnschi

which was previously known only from a few specimens.

The bird has a gray head and hind neck, v/hile the throat

is more vinaceous. The abdomen and under tail-coverts are

reddish brown; back, scapulars and upper tail-coverts are

beautiful metallic green with a bronze tinge on the fore-

back. Vising and tail-feathers bluish green. The tail

with a whitish subterminal band.

Ducula melanochroa v/as also collected by

Sichhorn in a large series, although previously considered

very rare. He shot one specimen of the rare yellov/-

legged pigeon, of v/hich he collected three or four speci-

mens in the oolomons (No. 71). Golumba albertisi, No.

69, was discovered on New Ireland by Nichhorn; previous-

ly known only from New Guinea. This bird is related to

the olack-winged pigeon we found on the highest tops of

Malalta. Lorius albidlnucha is a very desirable species.

It is red on the underside, back and rump; black on the

crown, whitish on the hind-neck, and green on v/ings and

tail. 'here are a fev/ yellov/ feathers on the sides of
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the breast, and the wing band is lavender blue. High

up in the mountains lives a little pigmy parrot which is

strikingly different from the lowland species. This

bird should also be found in the high mountains of New

Britain. None of the smaller birds collected by Nich-

horn seems to be restricted to the mountain zone except a

little parrot finch (241). I expect that there is at

least a species of flycatchers and of honeysuckers re-

stricted to the mountains which would be ne\u

.hnong the collections you have sent us you

mention a small case of Guam birds. v/e have not received

this case but I have started at once an investigation as

to its whereabouts. However, I v/ould like to knovy from

you some further details. ./hen did you send this case,

by what shipping line, and do you have still some record,

invoices, etc.? I hope the case did not get lost as

Guam birds are very rare in collections.

You are asking for ornithological publications,

and I have mailed you a whole set of the V/hitney papers

which have been published so far, I do not know of

any other ornithological publications in English of the

t'elanesian region which would be of an interest to you.

If I should find something I will also forward it to you.

You remember the two pidgin English stories that

Bob Crookshank used to tell on the France? One about

Adam and Eve and the other about the parable of the fish
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and loaves? I v/ould appreciate it very much if you

sent me the text of these tv/o stories in the correct

wording. If you hear any other good pidgin English

stories I would also like to receive the text.

You ask what specimens you should collect in

alcohol. There are only a very few genera indigenous

to the Bismarch group and therefore anatomical material

is less important. If you can I would like to get one

Philemon, one Pachycephala
,

and one Coracina; further-

more, the tongues of all the t;eliphagidae and white-eyes,

and stomachs of pigeons, well labeled.

Jith regards and best wishes for your success,

I am.
Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Ernst tlayr

July 1-7. Latromat. Hike James has gone to

Loma to Tomiay Goss’ place where he will collect in the

grasslands there for Finches, Quail, Hails, Zosterops,

etc. Be expects to be gone several dajrs.

John James has taken himself to Laup, another

small village near the Worangoi river, where he will set

the sraall flue nets given us by F. Shaw Lleyer, and will

attempt to snare or trap the rail, llabopteryx , v/hich is

reported in that locality and also a fev/ por'oh^'Tios, if

they are present.

Hyself in camp, drying, labeling, and packing
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all specimens for Rabaul v/here './e will get them off

our hands.

On the 7th of July I obtained carriers to

take our cases of specimens to Lalabunga where we will

be able to avail ourselves of the truck at the Velfare

Jtation v/hich will make the trip to Rabaul to-morrow

morning

opent the night with the Jisters,

July 8-29. Rabaul. During this time in the

city a number of matters were taken care of.

On July 13th received a b.uik draft for 1450

Pounds in payment for the schooner Prance .
» i im-

mediately deposited that in the bank in Rabaul on fixed

deposit to draw interest for the time being.

Gabled the kuseum as follows: "Sale completed.

Paid in full, transfer has been made papers are on the

way by post forwarding cases marked as usual will leave

for the interior will probably be absent about two months.

Packed and dispatched all of the specimens col-
lected since our arrival in this territory. There were

2 oases containing 532 specimens representing 75 species.
-Phis collection was necessarily small as we are just break
ing in to the bush life and have also been handicapped by
repeated trips to Rabaul in reference to the 'France.

»

Now that the vessel is sold definitely, we hope to be able
to go much more rapidly from now on.

Received the following letter from Dr. tiayr on
July 10th:
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Llay 17, 1932

Dear Bill:

The oaae of birds from Guun which was reported

as missing in my letter of Lay 3rd has finally arrived.

I inspected it at once and found the collection very

satisfactory. I am enclosing a list with the correct

scientific names of the species collected, indicating by

a red asterisk the endemic species. The bird you call

Llonarcha is usually seaprated from that genus under the

generic name Myiagra, distinguished by the very broad

bill. One species of this genus also occurs in the Bis-

marck group, and l hope you can collect a series as the

bird is rather rare in collections.

I did not find in your Guam collection 6 of

the species previously recorded from that island. The

most remarkable of these is a duck, and I am very much
afraid that this duok Is extinct. Did you hear any re-
ports of this or the other o species listed? The collec-
tion arrived In very aood shape, but I find in this lot
the sane objections I have already nontloned in my letter
regarding your Caroline collections. yirst, the labels
are tied on too long; the label should never be more than
1 inch away from the bird; second, many of the smaller
bird skins are too flat, not enough filled th cotton;
third, some of the fatty birds, such as sea birds and’
pigeons, were not sufficiently degreased. If you keep
these points m mind I think it will greatly Improve the
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quality of your future collections, V/e were particular-

ly glad to get a collection from Guam Island as this is-

land has bean greatly neglected by other collectors,

Tring, for example, has very nice collections from the

other is:j.ands of the Marianne Group, but has only a fev/

specimens from Guam. Your collection is therefore a

welcome supplement to the material acquired from Lord

Rothschild,

>ie greatly appreciate the care you have devoted

to your field book, and I can say without exaggeration

that no collector of the iimerican Liiuseum, with the excep-

tion of Chapin, has ever kept such an exact record of his

specimens. I am particularly grateful for the sketch

plans of the islands visited, with indications of your col-

lecting stations and with information of plant formations

and so on. I hope you will continue this method as it v,

will greatly facilitate the v/orking out of the collections.

Notes on the stomach contents are very desirable and would

improve the value of your field notes. I hope you include

in your diary a short description of every collecting

station with indications of altitude, plant formations,

general landscape, and changes due to native cultivation.

The guns you asked for are ready for shipment.

v7e are holding them up, however, until we can add the

labels which are now in press. i hope to be able to send

you this parcel within a week or so. The subscription to
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the ;5unday 'Times has been ordered also, and you will get

all the copies after May 6.

Tlie approval of the sale of the France by the

Federal Shipping Board meets some difficulties as we

have no certificate of registration or any other official

papers. However, v/e are pushing the matter hard, and

hope to put it through as quickly as possible. Do not

think that the delay is due to the Museum. 7/e are doing

our best.

If I remember correctly there have been on the

France a great number of maps from all parts of Polynesia,

and also Melanesia. I would be very gj’ateful if you can

send me all the maps that you don’t need any more. I have

difficulty at times in finding our collecting stations on

the fev/ maps which the Museum possesses.

We received to-day from the San Francisco agent

of B. P, a bill of about ^36.00 for shipping charges for

2 cases of shot-gun shells from Sydney to Yokohoma, and

from there to ?ruk. The bill will be paid from the

.Thitney Fund, and I send you this information so you won’t

pay it also,

I am sending you a fev/ notes and identification

keys of the birds of the Bismarck Group. I also send you

lists of the birds knov/n at present , from the Admiralty

Islands, from 3t. Matthias Island, and from the Ninigo Is-

, 'The more I study the bird collections made onlands
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Manus the more I am convinoecl that a great number of

species v/ill be disoovered on that island in a further ex-

ploration. Only 2 expeditions have ever collected any

birds from Manus, and both on the northeast coast of the

Island. Neither the interior nor the south coast, nor

any one of the outlying islands has ever been visited. i

think it is worth v/hile to concentrate on the Admiralty

Islands after you have completed the exploration of the

mountains of Hew Ireland and New Britain. I am send-

ing you keys of the genera Zosterops, Myzomela, Rhipidura,

Collocalia and Lonchura, and also of all the kingfishers

and parrots. I think you will be able with these notes,

together with the previous ones, to identify most of the

birds known from the Bismarck Group.

You will also be able to learn which of the

species of your collection are new records for the various

islands, and v;hich of the species are particularly valuable.

I do not need to repeat that the owls and rails are always

very much in demand. Some of the owls in the Bismarck

Group belong to the rarest species of birds in the whole

world.

Best luck to you.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Ernst Mayr

On Juiy 16 dispatched the following letter to

the Museum:
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Rabaul, T. IT. G.
July 16th, 1932

LIy dear Dr. IJurphy:-

On April 15th, I cabled you asking you to

confirm ray authority to sell the vessel. This con-

firmation came through in good order and proceedings

were started at this end tl-irough the American Con-

sulate-General in Jydney, Australia. After numerous

cables J. R. Carpenter & Co. decided the latter part of

May to have the transfer signed in Nev; York by their

agent as v/e were apparently getting nowhere at this end

and they were anxious to complete the sale - as well as

myself.

These delays were caused by the customary govern-

ment regulations concerning sale of .American vessels and

particularly the clauses: I think, vdiich deals with vessels

attempting illegal trade, etc, etc. No one was to blame

for the loss of time and nov/ that the transaction has been

completed we have all heaved a sigh of relief.

finances

As I intimated to you in my letter of March 20th,

I now have with the additional 1450 pounds from the sale of

the vessel, sufficient funds to carry me well into 1934

before the matter of finances need concern any of us again.

I hope to make my accumulated balance carry me longer but

I shall set that date as the very minimum of time.
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Itinery

I am forwarding at this time (cable of July

13th) two tin-lined cases of birds, as listed separately.

I am not pleased with the quantity of material but I feel

that the quality will put you at ease for the time being.

Now that the matter of the "France” is definitely settled

for all time, I shall be able to do first class v/ork and

will try to get off a shipment to you every tv/o or three

months. Of course when I reach the outlying islands a

longer period of time will elapse between shipments be-

cause it will be necessary for me to come to Rabaul and

clear cases of birds through the Department of Agriculture

and the 'lustoms Office.

shipment

The present shipment goes forward via the 3.S.

Macdhui, July 25th, to Jydney thence to Dan Francisco and

by rail to New York. ^''he customs export entry and Depart-

ment of Agriculture clearance accompany the cases to

Jydney and should be forwarded on to you as I have re-

quested. I sliall follow this same procedure in the future

in order to eliminate all possible delays and complications.

Bird Notes

I am forwarding under separate cover by

registered mail my field note book covering the last ship-

ment of birds, as well as typed notes of all collections

to date. Just as soon as I can dove-tail the matter in

with the field work I shall forward my final report on my
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time v/ith the ?/hitney •Expedition up to the sale of the

France

.

Letters

I have at last received your communication of

iup:ust 4th, 1951, which reached me after a very round-

about course. I wish particularly to acknowledge para-

graph 3 of page E. I shall be only too pleased to under-

take such an assignment after I have completed the task

at hand. “^he Bismarck Archipelago v;ith its outlying is-

lands will require all of my attention until early 1935

following which I feel that I should return to school.

Specimens

Dr. Mayr has intimated in his correspondence

that many of ray specimens v^ere grease burned. I am well

aware of this and am at this time washing fatty birds in

gasoline. I v/ish you would please have a look at the

Ducula v/hich arrive in this shipment and tell me their con-

dition on arrival, I didn’t wash the petrels of Palau

and regretted it afterwards. I think that the small

birds in former shipments v;ere flattened by being placed

in the same case with larger, heavier specimens. Perhaps

they can be fluffed out a little and made to assume more

athletic proportions but in the future I sliall try to

send all small birds in cases by themselves. I have been

in the habit, of leaving the labels a little long in order

that I could have a little more elbow room when making

the final check in India ink.
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Dr. Mayras correspondenoe

I am in receipt of a number of letters etc.

from Dr. Ilayr, all of which have contained valuable and

helpful information. I appreciate the time and the

thoughtfulness of Dr. Ma3rr in sending this data and sug-

gestions. In only one matter I draw the line: that is,

the question of passing up certain species, as being com-

mon and not desirable. At the present time I am not

sufficiently versed in systematic ornithology to trust my

own Judgment, I much prefer to take all species In series

and hope that even though they are very common they will

be of some value to you. To be more explicit, I prefer

to do the extra work of preparing these specimens rather

than pass up a valuable material.

I might say farther that I intend to spend more

time in each locality from now on and attempt to obtain all

species in good series. As you will note with this ship-

ment the larger series comprise the more difficult birds.

It will be a very easy matter to fill in the common

species. I dont think you will ever visualize what a

rare treat it is for me to v/ork in a country like this, so

prolific in oird life after the tremendous struggle I had

in the Japanese Mandate to gather a few specimens.

iTew Britain or this part of New Britain where I

am now is the greatest hawk and owl country I have ever
found. The hunters by the way are terrible but they
are learning.
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Miscellaneous

I am in receipt of the New York Times for

which I thank you, and note that the two fpins and labels

are on the v/ay.

^here is sufficient amnuition on hand for

some time to come.

I shall v/rite you again in oeptember when I

forward the next shipment.

Best v/ishes.

Besides the two cases of birds forwarded,

there was the field book worked in India ink and the bird

notes of the Palau area which I was able to handle at

this time. This clears up most of the back material for

me.

Mrs. Pinching, the wife of a planter at

Jaquinot Bay on the south coast of New Britain, was in
V

the city and gave me some information on conditions in

that area. I am told that \7eather conditions are not

favorable from June until December as the southeast trade

V7inds are blowing at that time and abundant quantities of

rain is encountered. Mrs. Pinching felt that any time

after December would be auspicious.

As to the natives, i was told that they are

nomadic and often times scarce. Not many of them visit
her station and when they do they remain only long enough

to purchase a little tobacco and salt.
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"^hese people, so she infers, are v/ild and un-

turned. They have had little or no contact with whites

and are known to run away at the slightest provocation.

heichnow’s book on the birds of the Bismarck

Archipelago has reached me from Berlin and is sincerely

appreciated.

llr. Bieri of Bremerhafen fame has just returned

from a gold seeking expedition on Ban Aristoval Island

in the Golomon^s. He was apparently unsuccessful in his

efforts.

Father Schum of the Roman Gatholic mission on

the Talasea peninsula visited with me and went over the

collections. I asked about cassowaries and the good

-father advised me that he had never taken any. i pre-

siime the technicality in this statement lies in the fact

that natives obtained the birds for him.

The new Adralnistrator
,
Brig. General Tom

Griffith reached the territory. i visited him, paid my

respects, and found the old gentleman very courteous and

friendly.

Also found Fred Werner, who has a small boat and

a new plantation on the north coast of New Britain at a

place called Biala near the Nakanal country. pie has

agreed to take us to that region in his boat about the

third week in September.

ReoQivad the following letters from Ifayr while

in Rabaul:
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June 7, 1932

Dear Billr-

I have asked the Berlin Museum to send you a

paper by Reichenow on the birds of the Bismaroh Archi-

pelago. This paper is written in German and is further-

more somewhat out of date concerning its scientific names.

However, it contains a great deal of valuable information

on the exact localities where several of the rare species

have been found. It also has a great number of the

native bird names. You will find that these names are

probably different in every district, and it is therefore

advisable to state always where the name was used. i also

tried to get you all of Dr. Hartert’s papers on the Meek
and lichhorn collections from the Bismarck group, m case

my last letter to you got lost, I am enclosing a duplicate
set of the keys to the various genera and families.

Tlie guns and labels have been sent, and i hope

you will get them soon.

Do not forget to send me all the Polynesian and
Melanesian naps which you don’t want any more. i need
them very much in my work.

1 shall go to nermany on June 83rd for a stay of
three or four months, If all my plans go through, if you
have any questions oonoernlng the soientlflo side of the
expedition. I will answer them from Berlin. But If there
is anything more official you had better write direct to
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Dr. Murphy.

Dr. Hurphy returned yesterday from 3n/r^land,

and v;ill probably be in town all summer.

'Vishing you best of success, I am

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) iirnst Mayr

Dear Bill:

June 16, 1932

'7e finally received your magnificent collection

ol Palau Island birds. i have checked over the collec-

tion and identified all the species. it is a very com-

plete collection, and aside from a few unim.portant migrants

you missed only three species. One is a little rail which

has not been found on the Palau Islands since 1882. The

second species is the Nicobar pigeon, and I wonder If you

have any information concerning this bird. The Palau Is-

lands are inhabited by an endemic race, and it would be a

pity if this species had been exterminated by Japanese

hunters. The third species is Trythrura trichroa, which,
however, always has been rare on the Palau Islands. As

far as 1 can see at the first hurried Insheotlon, there are
no new species or subspecies. Many of the forts were so
far unrepresented In American collections, and some of
them as the ova, the nlfvhthawk and i;egazosterops were so
far only known from one specimen. The collection was
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v;ell packed and in excellent shape. However, the

labels v/ere tied on too long, as in your previous collec-

tions. I hope you liave remedied this in the meantime.

There is one more point I would like to call

your attention to

—

the treatment of the bill. It is

very important for the study of the generic position of a

bird to study the finer details of the nostrils. In most

vTliitney birds this is impossible on account of the heavy

needle and thread used by Beck. Your skins are somewhat

better in this respect, but not yet quite satisfactory.

Maybe you could in every species treat a few specimens in

a diiierent way. If the skin is v/ell made it is some-

times sufficient to wrap a small piece of moist cotton

around it. My remarks refer particularly to birds with

soft bills, as, for example, Rhipidura and Myiagra, in

whicli the shape of the bill is frequently much altered by

careless preparation.

I wonder vdien you will be able to send us your

diaries and field n^es. I am very much interested to

learn hov; some of the Micronesian birds live, for example,

Psamathia and Gonopoderas ( ^icrocephalus ) . i hope you

write short life histories of every species right in the

field as it is a well knov/n experience that you forget

a great deal as soon as you come home,

Je have not heard from you in quite a while, but

I expect that you are up in the mountains of New Britain

and have no chance to get in communication with us. I am
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very mueh interested to learn what your success v/ill be.

With all best v/ishes to you, I am

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) lirnst Mayr

July S9 (Friday). To Latroiaat. With a motor car left

Rabaul about noon and reached camp at Latromat about

7 p.m. after a trying trip in the rain. i/e v;ere with-

out chains v/hich hampered progress considerably.

Found the two boys in camp and doing v/ell.

July 30 (Saturday). Latromat. Spent the

day going over the small collection made by the James

»

during my absence. Though small, it is excellent in

some new material, i.e., another Acciplter brachyurus . an

AP.^lpl ter luteoschistaceus and a bush ?/ren
, Ortygocichla .

Linial has been hunting during my absence and has done

good work.

John got very little material at Taup and Like

less at Loma; both boys complained of the rains encountered.

The natives here have shown no inclination of

carrying us to */unga.

It IS my intention to push back into the interior
and work the mountain area before the middle of September.

There are any number of species not well represented in

our collections which will require some getting before we
are through here.

The Boys have improved wonderfully in their
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preparation but are still afraid of the bush despite the

fact both of them are getting "all of the good birds,"

Natives Lanial and Llararup shov/ed up with a

number of small Collooalia v/hich they had located in a

cove some distance from here^ also an example of the

widely distributed mountain pigeon I.ielanochroa reached

camp but proved to be very fat which necessitated giving

it a bath in gasolene,

July 31 (Sunday). Latromat. jent the boys

out for "3olus", Ducula rubricera , but those returned in

the rain v/ith only tv/o examples. Rained most of the

day, hence we kept to the house and labeled a few skins.

August 1 (l onday). Latromat. .ill three of

us hunting this morning, Minial with me. 7e chose the

undulating country to the north where one finds patches

of timber, scrub, and native gardens.

The natives Informed me long ago, as i reached
a garden to the north of camp, that that one was the
last. Yet if I went a few hundred yards farther on thru
the forest. 1 would be sure to find another garden hidden
away somewhere. ;hese people are masters at ooaoealment
and ha„e hood>,lnlced the Govermaent for years. stated
preTlously they are nomadlo but excellent agriculturalists,
^aoh family makes a samll garden of taro, yams, and sweet
potatoes in an area. -fhey use a small lean-to to live
in while they are tending the sarae Once the place is
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in good order the family moves on to another area, fells

a bit of timber and plants more produce.

I presume that the Bainings prefer to have

several sources of food supply against drouth, raids, etc.

rather than depending upon one only source or plot of

land.

Once an area has been used for a season it is

allowed to rest two or three years before being used

again. A more or less rotation of crops sort of business

that v/e Americans haven't learned to do well yet.

Thus, one can go for hours through the bush

and find all sorts of conditions. Along the small

streams and rivers one sees a weal-ch of tall timber undis-

turbed.

August 2 (Tuesday). Latromat. Galled the

Chief into camp again and demanded carriers. The poor

old thing offered all sorts of excuses and agreed finally

to have another try at his clan. I shall keep nagging

at him until something happens.

John has located a large dead tree where

Falcons are toown to roost. We visited there and sure

enough saw too birds sitting very erect In the top of the

branches.

They v^ere too high for our twenty gauge shot

gun cartridges to affect them.

•/ith I.ararup for OrtygoclcLla but could obtain

none

.

These have the facility of being able to hide
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under leaves and in the branches of dead fallen trees.

In army respects they resenble v/rens in their habits.

Considerable rain again to-day v/hich kept our

specimens from drying v/ell.

August 3 (Wednesday). Latromat. "^e natives

have, at last, succeeded in bringing in 6 Kai Kai pigeons

which permitted us to invite the two Jisters from Lala-

bunga and have roast pigeon cooked in our nev; lAitch oven.

'This bit of hardwnrd will prove a god-send to us in our

camp life as v/e will be able to bake bread without re-

sorting to old benzine tins and other makeshift forms of

ovens.

August 4 (Thursday)^ Latromat. Hike and John

remain in camp to arrange effects for a trip to ,/unga to-

morrow as we are practically assured of enough carriers to

take part of our effects. The two boys are very desirous

of getting out on their own again.

I feel very confident that they hate the sight

of me by this time. Tliis is indeed a definite sign that

these boys are adjusting themselves to expedition life.

kyself hunting and obtained some good material,

including a falcon, 2 Bazas and a pitta. tlinial ac-

companied me and proved himself to be a dependable com-

panion in the bush. Had time in the evening to label up

a few specimens as well. The use of India ink on the

labels does slow one up terribly but tends tov/ard a much

neater job in the end. The new note book also takes
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time v/hen done in India ink. niietlier its fut'ore value

warrants the time expended is a debatable matter.

August (Friday) • Latromat. John and Llike

with the aid of the Police boy got away for TTunga short-

ly after daylight. I must say that the v/ay these

Paining natives carry we will have the devils ov/n time

getting anywhere v/ith them. '?hey have no conception

of packs, while the largest men carry the smallest loads

always. I doled out the loads and distributed the

weight evenly, knov/ing, at the same time, that they will

rearrange the cargo to suit themselves just as soon as

they get down the road out of my sight.

Llinial, hunter, l.iararap, cook, and Dambien,

assistant, will accompany the boys. Jithout them I fear

me those two lads v;ill be lost. Li's. Coultas and I v/ill

train and use two juveniles who have applied for positions.

"Quila,” a lad of 0 or 9 summers, and his assistant,

'T^ittle Jesus,” aged 6 springs, v/ill heat water, boil rice,

tend tlie fire, obtain water and v;ood for us. In the end

these tivo v/ill probably do just as well or better than

their older bretheren and will be much easier to handle.

A retinue of natives laden with vegetables ar-

rived from Taulil and signified their intention of hunting

for us and supplying our wants in the absence of the

Bainings.

.\mong this crowd I found a moderately bright,

clean-faced young man by name ”Tamalam” who tells me that
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ha once worked for Master Moore in the Duke of York

Group and can handle a musket,

I f'ave him one and vias rewarded with an

Amaurornis for my pains. So v/ith a rail for his first

bird I judge '^amalam v;ill become a permanent member of

our staff.

Natives are peculiar. As long as the

Bainings were around camp we didn't see a Taulil Boy,

but as soon as the Bainings took off for Wunga the

Taulil Boys moved in. Of course the two are hereditary

enemies and as late as 15 years ago were fighting with

one another over the very ground we are living on.

•-Ut^ust 6 (Saturday). Latromat. For the

first time in our camp experience we are rained out.

Bvery blessed thing we own is soaking \7et or damp from

the misty atmosphere. The birds, those precious things,

v/ero kept from direct contact with the elements by

wrapping the racks in blankets. I wish people in the

Museum could learn to be half as careful with skins as

men in the field must be.

The rain brought on the sand flies which were

most persistent in their attacks on us.

-he faulil hunters managed to bring in a few

specimens and then spent the night in our camp marooned

between the flooded rivers. i put them to work digging

drains, a duty all natives despise. They feel that the

water will run off anyway so why trouble with ditches.
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August 7 ( Sunday). Latrociat. To v/ork

Gleaning camp, airing and drying bedding, birds and

' 37 .

effects. The birds were free fron direct contact with

the mist, but absorbed moisture nevertheless.

I’m pleased that v;e have a hundred birds for

the second shipment. I do vrant 500 more from here be-

fore we leave. Though, quite naturally, the longer v/e

remain here the longer the series of common birds v/ill

be and the more searching we must do for the more

desirable material.

A note from the Boys on top. They were com-

pletely drowned out yesterday and will require a couple

of days to dry all of their effects. A fair house has

been erected which will accommodate all of us up there

and v/ill be our next objective.

August 8 (L'onday). Latromat. Hunting again

this morning and succeeded in obtaining two Pitta by the

m-ethod of concoallnf^ myself and calling them to me.

Tamalam brings in a Baza and a ITinox which he finds in

the rugged forest country to the south of Taulil village.

I have never hunted there because of the length of

time required in crossing steep ravines and getting

around dense secondary bush to that section.

oent uhe Police boy off to round up carriers

to ta e us on uop. Lost of the Bainlngs are still up

in the mountains.
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Au usfc 9 (Tuesday). To '7unf;a. Up early,

broke oainp, and packed ten carrier loads to go into the

camp at ./unga. After wrangling all morning v/e managed

to get away at noon with 3 boys. This necessitated our

leaving most of our effects behind, v/hich I hope to be

able to send for to-morrov;.

Reached Wunga a little after four and found

the boys camped in a makeshift lean-to. The whole

thing has been thrown together hastily and leaks like a

sieve

.

The old Chief reports that everyone is active-

ly engaged getting ready for a big dance on the morrov^

and can’t spare the time to v/ork on the house.

Before the evening v/as over 40 substantial

recruits piled enough materials on the roof to give us

a dry camp.

'["he cargo do\m below though v^ill have to remain

until the dance is over on the morro’ff.

I couldn’t possibly get a boy to desert this

place v/i tli a festival in the offing.

The two James brothers report the hunting

fair here in the mountains but the going rough, and few,

if any, trails in the bush. Ue v/ill have to cut these.

August 10 (V^ednesday) . Wunga. Despite all

sorts of wailing and arguments to the contrary I rounded

up about 20 boys and had them erect v/indbreaks around camp.
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dig drains, reinforce the roof, and put the camp in some

sort of order.

ii’ound time to go hunting and procured two

white Cookatoes which v/ere both in excellent plumafre.

"’his species is exceptionally hard to make into a good

skin, once obtained, Liore often than not after being

shot, blood gets all over the feathers which requires

hours of Gleaning to bring the feathers back ihto a

presentable appearance. The thickness of the skull

makes them difficult to kill in the first place and, if

shot at too close range, they wi!}.! bleed like a stuck

pig before one can get to them to sponge off the fresh

blood.

John James retiirned with another example of

Acciplter luteoschistanceus v/hich he obtained on a ridge

in the true forest. Tliis species is rarely seen in the

bush.

Yisited the dance for a few minutes in the

evening but found it to be a repetition of the one we

witnessed down at Latromat.

August 11 (Tliursday). To Latromat. Hunting

in the morning along the ridges and valleys west of camp.

The country is broken but fortunately none of

the ridges are more than 500 feet above the vallej^s.

In this particular area there are very few

native gardens. Lost of these, I believe, are hidden

av/ay in the valleys below. At least we hove been unable
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to find patches of native produce except the one spot at

Wunga.

The forest though is dense with a wealth of

undergrowth* One must out their way through this with

a knife of some sort.

Birds were not observed to be plentiful as is

often the case in thick forest until one learns their

feeding and congregating areas.

Found a pair of owls roosting in the top of a

tree and John too got a pair which makes four Ninox for

the day.

Returned to camp about noon to learn that every

blessed native had disappeared during the early morning

hours. An examination of the trail showed that they had,

most of them, gone back to Latroraat,

Concluded that I would return to Latromat my-

self and get the rest of our cargo shifted on top.

Reached Latromat at dark and slept on the floor

of the house. Not a comfortable place since I have be-

come accustomed to a cot, and have become soft,

August 12 (Friday). Latromat, Had a show

down with the Bainings over carriers and came out at the

losing end. This time I was informed that the Klap was

expected most any day now and the natives didn»t dare

leave camp, I attribute all of this last to the Police

boy but don’t dare Isonbast the daylights out of him as he

is classed as "a representative of the king."
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Sent word to Ivirs* Goultas to come down and join

me, We will camp here for a while and see if we can

push off for the mountains in the direction of Taup,

though I am beginning to believe we are stuck right where

we are.

Ropen, a new boy, with only the aux cartridges

turned in an example of Lori cuius tener , a rare from of

paraquet. Immediately upon receipt of the same I re-

turned to the area, secondary bush, where he had taken

the bird but could find no more examples, i wonder if

these birds aren»t stragglers from some other locality.

Few of the natives here recognize this species,

August 13 (Saturday). Latromat. Mrs.

Coultas reached camp with the two Taulil boys who had been

sent for her. She reports the James boys real pleased

to see her go.

Hunting this morning after the rain and found

the bush alive with birds. After a shower all species

appear to voice their approval and at the same time be-

come much more active. I think this is especially true

of the small passerine species.

Another Zosterops to-day. There are most dif-

ficult to obtain here on this island for some reason. l

presximo it is because they remain in the tops of high

trees and are only encountered when migrating or wander-

ing among the secondary growth and low bushes.
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August 14 (Sunday). Latromat. John James

has shot a wild pig and has sent us down a hind quarter.

Fresh meat of this kind is always a pleasant change.

To the bush and obtained a female Pitta. These

are far more reserved and wary than the males and, as a

consequence, much rarer in collections.

Some time spent at labeling specimens. Will

try this time to label the skins in camp as we go along

though I hate to spend the time at such a tedious task.

Have every reason to believe that Minial has

stolen a few cartridges. I make every effort to keep

an exact check on these for fear a few will get out on

me. Not that any harm will come to us, but the extra

ones allow the boys to obtain birds in the bush and not

turn them in, thus encouraging stealing.

August 15 (Monday), Latromat. Hunting in

the Taro fields in the direction of Toma, Tamalam and

I got down on our hands and knees and crawled through the

Taro gardens whenever we heard Amaurornis calling. There

is no surer way of obtaining a good wetting than this

method when heavy dew is on the broad leaves of this plant,

yet I can think of no better way to stalk this rail. One

has to be on the ground to see under the leaves and watch

for the bird.

Tamalam obtained one example of this species

and later we together obtained another Pitta.

Considerable rain all afternoon and evening.
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August 16 (Tuesday), Latromat, Ifararup

showed up in oamp with a number of speoimens the boys on

top had taken but couldai*t manage to skin. Both of

them are very slow in this work, I arranged with them,

that should they have more material than they could

handle we would help them with it.

Have concluded to keep Mararup here with us

and let Minial do the cooking for the James, Q,uela

will be dismissed and Little Jesus will out wood for us.

Mararup celebrated his return by having a good bath •>

the first in days.

The Taulil boy, Tamalam, turned in his gun as

the Government tax collector is expected daily. As I

have no permit for Tamalam he will be disengaged tempo-

rarily. Rained hard all day. We were thankful for the

extra birds to fill in our time,

August 17 (Wednesday), Latromat, An ex-

oalfactoria arrived by carrier from John James. As this

species is so tender skinned, John was afraid to tackle

this one, I must say that this species, well encased in

fat, can try the patience of most any one.

Myself hunting for a short time during the

middle of the lay but returned with mediocre results, I

chose the area of secondary bush on the road to Malabunga

in hopes I might see another Lori cuius tener but was dis-

appointed.

The whole oamp la a bustle and strife again in
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antioipation of a visit from the Government patrol officer.

The village of Taulil will pay a head tax of

10 shillings per annum per boy but the Baining natives

pay nothing. This alone would be enough of an excuse to

start a respectiable war between two tribes.

August 18 (Thursday). Latromat. Hunting

alone in the forest north of cam. The ground was Just

porous enough to make walking easy without the noise of

my efforts startling birds.

I ran into an adult Cassowary but the same saw

me and took off before I could get a shot at him. Once

startled, this bird makes more noise than the Sixth

Avenue Slevated here in New York. I've yet to learn

how to capture these individuals*

The sisters, Margery and Hears, from the Mala-

bunga health station, lined the natives and examined them

for sores, yaws, etc. The natives, I regret to say, do

not take kindly to medical examinations.

August 19 (Friday). Latromat. The new

Mission house, which the black preacher (Tela Tela) has

been working on these many months, capsized of its own

accord this morning. I swear l had nothing to do with

the collapse of the structure. I did, though, lose no

time in spreading a few seeds of discontent among the

natives by telling them that this particular missionary

was not a good man. Otherwise, if the Lord wasn’t dis-

satisfied with this individual, he would not have pushed
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his house over.

I made a long trip into the bush to the north

and west and found the small limestone oave in an out-

cropping of coral where the boys had previously taken

the small swifts Collocalia. There I obtained a few

examples of this species, also a long-tailed Tanysiptera

and'ia Micropsitta. Had a long trip back in the rain*

It is surprising how one becomes accustomed to such

things in the tropics and doesn’t mind them in the

slightest. The secret of constant wettings is to get

into dry clothing just as quickly as one can and not sit

down or stop exercising while wet,

August 20 (Saturday), Latromat, Hunting in

the secondary bush and Taro for a time. I did find a

^2^ lQpi<^a in the low bush where he had no business being.

One always associates this species with dark-covered

forest and dark mountain streams over-shadowed with copious

vegetation.

Returned to camp with a howling dose of dengue

fever and so into bed, I have no idea where this malady

came from.

The boys sent down a number of birds from '<Yunga,

Some of them were excellent while others, particularly the

smaller ones, were not acceptable. I disposed of a few

of them rather than have poor material go into the museum.

No. rain to-day.
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August 31 (Sunday), Latromat, Hard rains to-

day. No birds dried in the sun. No visitors. Put in

some of the day labeling up specimens. We are rounding

out a fair series in some species but have a long way to

go. before we have made a representative collection of

the Island. To be quite frank about it, we haven’t

learned how to conduct ourselves in the bush here as yet.

August 22 (Monday), Latromat. Rained hard

all day. I remained in bed and consumed gallons of hot

tea laced with brandy and every two hours a tablespoon

full of camphorated opium. This is a sure means of

killing Dengue, if such is possible.

Tamalam returned from his village and rewarded

me with another Amaurornis. I have asked him to make a

paper with me for a period of one year and he has promised

to do so.

It is surprising how smoothly a camp can run

with only two occupants, I believe the boys had better

have their camps alone in the future,

August 23 (Tuesday). Latromat. Hunting most

of the day with Mararup, We were not as successful as

we should have been. Only a few birds emd all of them

small ones, I still hold to the theory that birds move

in waves. Once a person can run into them and follow

along he is most sure to obtain specimens. At another

time in the seime area one will rarely see or hear a speci-

men.
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Possibly the weather as well as food has some-

thing to do with this behaviorism of speoies.

The Sisters from Malabunga returned from Rabaul

and brought us mail and fresh bread* Mayr has gone to

Germany for the summer.

August 24 (Wednesday). Latromat. The

Government patrol officer has gone thru Taulil village

but did not call at Latromat. Hence these people have

had all of their cleaning for nothing. On the other hand,

had he surprised them and found the place dirty, there

would have been new recruits for the Government road corps.

Found a pair of Falcons perched in the top of a

tall dead tree in the Gardens north of camp, but unfortu-

nately missed both of these. They were too high for our

number eight shot and their feathers too coarse and strong

as well. I*ve no doubt they felt the effect of the shot

but that doesn’t do me any good.

Thence on into the true forest where I crawled

into a leaf blind and remained there until I obtained a

Gallicolumba beocarii and a Pitta,

Returning to camp I discovered a big native

trial going on with the whole tribe attending. Four young

men and four young ladies, one of them married, have been

having relations with one another without paying the

proper parties. Hence the trial. Its all a dollar and

cents proposition with these people.
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August 25 (Thursday)* Latromat* Ropen has

been put to work skinning birds in order that I will have

more time to devote to hunting* The stuff is here in

the bush but we oan*t locate it*

The big trial continues with plaintiffs and

defendants, counsels and witnesses, each in turn, holding

forth with bush oratory. My how they love it ~ this op-

portunity to sway the multitude with their words of wis-

dom*

To the big ravine and the grasslands near

Taulil. I managed to obtain one Excalfactoria from the

Kunai* One only finds a single individual at a time

where one would expect them to be in flocks of a dozen or

more,

Tamalam turned in another rail* I shall keep

him at these all of the time* If we can train one good

rail boy, we will be doing something*

A number of good birds were turned in to-day*

August 26 (Friday)* Latromat* The boys have

sent down all of their specimens from on top again* I

have insisted that they should do this at each opportunity

as I do not want to run the risk of damage once we have

obtained them*

Remained in camp all day going over specimens

and labeling them. We are slowly rounding out our series,

though it is a very slow process.
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The big "trial came "to an end at 4 p.m* after

60 hours of wrangling and disputes. The four unfor"tu~

nate young men were required to irate fathers and husbands

shell money to the extent of about $50,00 (ton fathoms).

Besides this the young men and their parents were forced

to supply pigs enough for a big feast, I was very care-

ful to see that we were not neglected when the pigs were

portioned out.

In the old days both male and female were given

a sound thrashing after being caught in a clandestine

love affair. Now the "Ithrashing is dispensed with but

the fines are much higher.

Fortunate indeed, according to native standards,

is the husband who possesses a desirable wife who can

frame up and blackmail a well—to—do man or son into a

court case.

The tribe, too, favor such things as they are

all assured of a big free feed of pig afterwards.

August 27 (Saturday). Latromat, The old

Chief promised faithfully to send carriers up to Wunga

after Mike and John the beginning of next week, I have

learned that someone has stolen about a tea cup full of

kerosene from me and believe that I can use a threat of

Police violence as a motive of getting the boys and their

duffle back to camp.

With native Tamalam to the village of Taup
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several miles to the westward in search of carriers to

take us into the mountains from that direction. The

Taup people are Bainings but of another clan.

After talking with them for a short time and

listening to their tales of woe, I concluded that our

chances from that direction are zero. Tommy Goss in-

sisted that I couldn’t use these people as carriers and

I»m afraid I shall have to agree with him. Neverthe-

less, I *11 keep dinging at them for the time being.

There is no use asking the Taulll people to

help us, they do not know the trails into the Baining

Qountry and would be sure to get into trouble if they

went in as a party.

Returned to camp very late with a few good birds.

The country back of Taup is mostly virgin forest and would

make an excellent place for a camp. I noticed heavy

timber everywhere toward the mountains. Unfortunately,

finding carriers, even to get to Taup, would be a problem.

August 28 (Sunday). Latromat. Tamalam, a

Catholic convert, though a most pronounced infidel at

heart, visited church, said his prayers, obtained four

Amaurornis, and reached camp 5 miles away by 9 a.m. Now

why can’t he do that every day? I suppose if he could

there would be no fascination in hunting.

Had a whole number of visitors to-day. Including

Dr. Brennen and a collection of his drinking partners, all

on horseback. Since Latromat is the jumping off place
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and the last village on the road, we will have Sunday

company as long as we are here*

For nighthawks again in the evening but saw

none.

August 29 tMonday). Latromat. Chased all

of the natives out of camp at daylight and bounded them

down the road in the direction of Wunga. There is

pronounced reserve about these people. I think they

like to be coaxed.

Spent the whole morning in the bush with some

success. I obtained another example of Ceyx lepidus ,

which is indeed hard to find here. Tamalam has been

sent to the interior to look for the rail Habopteryx. He

knows the bird but tells me that it is rarely that he sees

it here in the bush.

IJf. Goss of Loma called in his truck and

promised to transport our effects to Rabaul when we are

ready, which will be in about two weeks time^ or just as

soon as we finish the 500 specimens.

Dambien has come down from Wunga with a jagged

hole in the middle of his back. He tells me that he

was sleeping in a lean-to and close to a fire at night

and that a bush devil sneaked up on him and assaulted his

person. I am afraid he has had trouble with some of his

tribe and someone hurled a stone at him, using a sling

shot.

I sent the boy to the hospital at Malabunga.
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August 30 (Tuesday). Latromat. To Malabunga

this morning to have a look at Dambien; he is no better.

The Sisters have probed into his back but have located

nothing.

Returning, I succeeded in obtaining an example

of the large cuckoo, Eudynamls scolopacea . These are

exceedingly difficult to obtain because of their ability

to hide in the tops of very tall trees. Furthermore,

they feed at night and rest in the day time.

August 31 (Wednesday). Latromat. 3ome very

fine birds to-day. We have, at least, learned to collect

Pittas. I certainly hope it doesn’t require this

length of time for every desirable species,

John and Mike reach camp at 10 p.m, after a

number of harrowing experiences, including one of giving

Mararup a thrashing for trying to run away,

I am thankful to feel that all of our cargo is

again in one place. Was beginning to have doubts whether

we could get it back here.

The boys brought 30 birds with them which means

that we will have our 500 specimens in a short time,

September 1 (Thursday), Latromat, John com-

plains of fever and Mike has the dobie itch. Both of

them remained in camp ell day. I suspect that they have

been living pretty hard while in their camp. Such is

the case usually with young men alone who don’t take time

to prepare their food properly.
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Have instigated a new schedule. Will let

the boys alternate every other day in camp and the op-

posite day have the full time in the bush.

The Methodist Missionary, a white one, came

into camp this afternoon for the annual hand out. Even

though the Government has decreed that these Baining

people are so poor they will not be required to pay the

annual head tax, still the missionary was able to col-

lect 50 pounds (250.00) from them as their annual con-

tribution to the church. Yet at the same time the

same man collects money from the whites of Australia

and elsewhere to bring the "Light" to the poor heathen.

I»m afraid I’m losing what little faith I ever had.

Myself hunting most of the day and with fair

results. 2 Pittas and 2 Bazas, among other things.

September 2 (Friday), Latromat. Mrs, Goultas

and I with Mararup, the coffee pot, and a number of

sardine sandwiches go into the deep bush and spend the

day, this being my time to have the v/hole day to myself.

Mararup tells me that Dambien and Minial have

been catching wasps, toasting them over the fire and

eating the same. Mararup is prohibited by some tribal

taboo from eating such insects and looks with disgust

upon those who do.

Obtained a pair of Owls and a Pitta for my

contribution to-day. Inwall, 3 Pittas came in. We

now have a beadtiful series of these.
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Unfortunately, I didn’t see any other good

birds, even though I had the whole day to look for

/vTV

them*

September 3 (Saturday). Latromat. Dambien

has been taken to the hospital at Bitaloba where there

is an operating table. The boy is in a very bad way.

John hunting all day and succeeded in reaching

the lake well into the interior. He reports it to

be a dried up mud puddle similar to the one I saw

north and west of Wunga. I suspect that the Bainings,

once upon a time, lost some of their people in a swamp

as they are deathly afraid of those things. John re-

turned with some good birds.

Myself hunting and procured an Amaurornis.

Mike returned with a Ninox.

In the afternoon bird skinning and working up

bird catalogue.

September 4 (Sunday). Latromat. At work all

day preparing specimens, labeling birds, and packing

dried specimens. Very hot sultry day with myriads of

sand flies attending. These latter-named have eaten

my neck so badly I have had to have my whiskers pulled

out one by one. Not a very pleasant task either.

Tamalam turned in another Amaurornis and a hand

full of feathers which he swears come from Habopter 3rx.

September 5 (Monday). Latromat. Cloudy and

raining to-day so that none of us accomplished much.
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Mike was out all day and returned with the first female

Halcyon albonotata with organs in a breeding condition.

We were beginning to suspect this species of being a

migrant.

Mrs. Goultas to bed with a fever.

September 6 (Tuesday). Latromat. After

weeks of struggling and haranguing, a native from

Katowie has succeeded in obtaining a Porphyris for us.

This species is well known to the natives but

is reported as rare in this portion of the Island. I

am informed that they are quite common along the south

coast in the vicinity of Sum Sum. Also, natives around

Rabaul report them as common in places.

Have had word that the doctor has probed into

Darabien’s back and has taken out the metal base of a

cartridge. Evidently Dambien had one of these and

wrapped it up in his calico when he laid down close to a

fire to sleep, whence it rolled out and exploded. or,

during his sleep rolled too close to the fire and caused

the cartridge to discharge.

In the first place, the boy had no business with

a cartridge and must have stolen it out of the hunting

bag of one of the James boys. It is no wonder all of

the natives were so quiet about this whole proceeding.

I am convinced now that they knew all of the time what

had happened to Dambien.

A few good birds were turned in again to-day
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including two hawks and two .4maurornis.

September 7 (Wednesday), Latromat. John

James returned with another Alcyone webateri which he

obtained along the Worangoi river. One rarely sees

this species, and if they do the bird is so active and

quick in its movements that one is rarely afforded a

shot at it.

The same native at Katowie returned with our

first example of Hypotaenidia philippensis which he

took in the grasslands near the village. This is

another species which may be termed a very difficult

one to obtain. It keeps to the grassland or thick

underbrush and rarely, if ever, allows one a shot at it.

All of us in this party have a great deal to learn about

collecting rails, Porphyrio,and other ground birds.

Pittas we have mastered,

September 8 (Thursday), Latromat, Spent the

whole day in camp as it was my day to retrieve left-overs

and superintend work. There is an added advantage in

having some one around all of the time. Natives are

not nearly so apt to abscound with our effects.

Hunting Night Hawks in the evening and obtained

two. John also visited Taulil territory and returned

with two more. We will, I believe, have a creditable

series of this species before we are thru,

Feni, who has been carrying a 410 shot gun, for

several days and centering his attention on Ortygocichla,
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has returned with a specimen for which I paid him a red

calico. Feni will spend all of his time searching for

this one species.

September 9 (Friday). Latromat. I left

camp early in the morning to journey to Taup to see if

I couldn’t find enough carriers to take one man into

the mountains for a week or so. Even if just one of

us could get in it would give us an idea of the country.

There is a report that the large Eagle,

gunpuma leucogaster , roosts in a very high tree in that

area also.

Reached Taup and was flatly refused all aid in

the bush. The natives insist that they do not know the

trails and are also afraid of the "Wild People" there.

Returned to camp to find a number of good birds

turned in for the day.

The native at Katowie has obtained another ex-

ample of Hypotaenidia in the grassland. He has built

himself a little platform upon which he crawls early in

the morning before daylight eind there aits watching for

a movement in the grass. Eis is not a bad idea and is

only inconvenient in the time that is expended there.

John James has obtained another example of

Accipi ter luteosohls taceus . He has, indeed, been

fortunate in finding these as I never see this species

in the bush.

Out for Night Hawks again tonight. Mike ob-
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tained one and I obtained another. Now that the

grassland has grown out somewhat, these birds are be-

ginning to return to the area around Latromat.

Jeptember 10 (Saturday). Latromat. Re-

mained in Camp all day, going over specimens and cleaning

up odds and ends. Mrs. Coultas has come out of her

dengue fever in good order but John was off color to-day.

Mike spent most of his time in the bush but

with mediocre results.

We have reached our 500 specimens so can leave

at any time now. Considerable rain during the after-

noon.

September 11 (Sunday). Latromat. Mr. and

Mrs. Flynn and Tommy Goss called in the morning but re-

mained only a short time as rain was threatening. I ar-

ranged with Goss to come Tuesday and take our effects to

Rabaul. He has but a small truck so we will be obliged

to make two trips.

With the rain we were able to accomplish little

except label birds. Rather than have mistakes I have

concluded to do all of that work, thus making a uniform

piece of lettering throughout.

The Tuluai from Katowie brought us the hind

quarter from a wild pig which he had shot with one of

my guns. He had reported that a pig had been rooting up

his Kau Kau (sweet potatoes) so did him a good turn and

received two days issue of fresh meat for the sum of



,tt‘ J:jit ’loi'. toUli.ae loal8».:o I ina *no ieoisJ

-e<i oaa r tatii 8B»<« .iojiifSMoa - «> ‘i*oiS inelisaots

.
f-auot» «etj> ettt oJ fl:a)8-t o» salnats

.9', ...icao-ijaa . u8J>*a- aC) OX I»<la8?qe8

;a„Xo bm. a8TO ,v.lr.-v .-^86 1X» qBSD at ienXaa.

,0 ;uo iffloo 8?d saJIaoO .aiM .aUo* tn» .tbo ga

i-ol lolcs llo 88* flbor. jyd 58»^0 t^OS

#ud J£!/d e/» Bl «ai» ^
.BJlyse*! oxootbea: xliT iw

«eX 080 08 aoMSicsga 00« -mo bodcesa avail eK

-aeXla siiJ scXouI' aiiiO oldBaebiacoO .*oa antx w >*

.noon

.1^4 .^acust^fiJ 8{\fll)«wti) II lecfHBwqoL

oi dod snxovolu 3dJ at beXiBO aooO xano-. bne coxn m-a:

IS I .-.'.IflsXsea.'t' eo* oiov ea smiJ Jaoils a -iXno beoiiffl

*d 08lt8 WO f^at boa ^obBOU- oaco oJ eooO iWt* ii8?iP«v

^alldo ed XXX* 8* 08 Hooii XI818 8 fob 8811 »H .Xoodofi

.eqlxt vnS 0iLBja ot

WJil lie:M .-re 0013 qS &ICB eie»,^ fltet

ovf^i^ T ©veil n©d^ Xs^iol

lebijLonoo

.-tvod^oidL^ lo ©ooiq

i)nJ:Jt erf- eu ici^iUotd et'^roSn.' a-acTl iBi/Ii-'T orf-

lo ono rf^lw ‘of.e £>Bri ©rf rfoiiiw 3 i<r bUm b ^oi^eup

,
flooc bBd alq i» Deat-ioqda f)x.rf eH .enu8

6,18 nioJ boos 8 ait! bXl o» (ceodBXog X88.8) o82 082 aid

10 SSUJB erf? lol T;3*r rfee'xl lo ©ueai e^:©I> oirj bevieo^'r



one oartridge or 6 oenta

September 12 (Monday)* Latromat* All oT

us in camp labeling specimens, packing dried skins and

camp gear. Feni, the only hunter out, returned with

one bush wren ( Ortygoolchla )

«

By working rather late in the evening we now

have one truck load ready for Mr. Goss on the morrow.

September 13 (Tuesday). Latromat. Arose

with the rain coming down in a steady deluge. There

will be no I^Ir. Goss to-day. We spent the whole day

catching up on our loafing, a thing one has very little

time to do here in the bush.

All in all, we have had a moderately success-

ful camp in the way of specimens, though, like all ex-

peditions, no one is satisfied and every one of us can

look back at the mistakes we have made. Should we do

the whole thing over again, I believe we could improve

upon our time.

Certainly the refusal of the natives to carry

our effects into the mountains was a handicap and upset

our plans terribly.

I had no intention v/hen I started, of remaining

in the lowlands as long as I did.

All of us have become somewhat adjusted to

camp life by this time and realize the ups and downs

that confront one. John, though slow, is a good hunter

and has the gumption to remain on the trail of a speci-

men until he gets it. Mike is not a good bush man.
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He is afraid of the virgin forest or else feels that it

is too much trouble to get out and thrash through the

wilderness.

At bird skinning, Hike could, if ha applied

himself, become a first class preparator, but he doesn^t.

I think it is pure laziness on his part,

John, on the other hand, is too slow to become

a good workman. He will just be the same at whatever

task he sets himself.

Of all the hunters tried, Tamalam has turned

out to be the best boy. He had promised me that he

would sign a contract and accompany me for one year. Now

he has come forward with the story that the German Father,

somewhere up in the direction of Loma, has prohibited

Tamalam from leaving his village. So I get no shoot

boy. If the Good Father has derived any pleasure out of

interfering with my business, I wish him congratulations,

though I shall get the birds just the same without either

Tamalam or the assistance of the Germans,

Feni could be taken along as a hunter but he is

married and would be forced to take his wife with him.

Such an arrangement would not be very satisfactory.

The Bainings as camp attendants and hunters are

out of the question, Ye will do much better to wait

until we reach another area before attempting to sign on

boys. There are always the locals who can be made into

temporary help even tliough they are not always as satis-
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factory as one would wish*

September 14 (Wednesday). Latromat. Still

spasmodic rain squalls off and on all day. A note

from Goss reached us in which he asserts that he will

be down to-morrow if the weather is propitious. We are

all packed and ready for him.

September 15 (Thursday). Latromat. Goss

and his truck arrived about noon. We loaded up the

thing and sent John and Mike into Rabaul with this load.

They are to remain in the city while the truck will re-

turn for us Saturday or, at the very latest,Monday. The

steep hill going to Loma is considered a bad one, hence

the necessity of limited loads going that way.

September 16-19 (Friday-lionday) . Latromat.

We didn»t get away as per schedule because of rain and

other hold-ups from Mr. Goss*^ standpoint. Goss has a

contract with the Government to deliver native foods at

regular intervals so was forced to use his conveyance

for other purposes over the week-end.

Our time at Latromat was spent in compiling

notes and odds and ends.

True to form every scoundrel in the country

came around and expressed his sorrow at our leaving. It

is not an unusual sight to see a number of them begin to

cry when camp has been broken and the gear all loaded

up to go.

Goss* truck arrived late Monday night assuring
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US of transportation in the morning.

September 20 (Tuesday). To Rabaul. Got

away at daylight and reached Rabaul a little after three

in the afternoon. Lumped all of our effects into the

storerooms in the Times Building and went to live in

the Pacific Hotel.

There is no sign of Fred Werner who was to

take us to Nakanai so will try to get to Wide Bay as we

had originally planned,

September 21 (iWednesday) . Rabaul. To the

Post Office, but found no mail from the lluseum. just a

note from Mayr saying that he was having a pleasant

vacation in Berlin.

I learned that Captain Thurston* s "Drina” will

be leaving for Wide Bay to-morrow morning. We haven’t
a hope of getting our supplies, shipping our specimens,

and catching that boat.

The ll/v Garlsso, an *imerican tramp steamer, is
in port bound for San Francisco. i have been trying for
years to ship specimens direct to San Francisco on this
boat but learn noF that her Captain, tlr. Drummond, does
not care to handle such small shipments. Being a
cantankerous old salt, he would do Just such a thing.
Probably his company has some agreement with the other
shipping lines which prohibits his doing this sort of
business.

To the Lumber Company and order cases for
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birds. Also purchased a number of supplies for our

next oamp.

September 22 (Thursday), Rabaul, In a

motor oar to Kokopo the first thing in the morning to

report my activities to the Government District Officer,

IJiT, Taylor, and ask his permission to visit either iVide

Bay or the Nakanai Mountains. I*. Taylor, v/ho is by

far the most agreeable and efficient of all of the of-

ficials dealing with natives, told me that I might visit

the Nakanai country but that I must be very careful in

there, I would not be permitted to issue natives fire-

arms nor would I be allowed to recruit boys from that

area.

As far as Wide Bay was concerned, I was told

that I might go where I pleased provided I didn’t attempt

to get in behind the volcano Father where hostile natives

were known to dwell.

Galled upon the Superintendent of the Catholic

Mission at Vunapope near kokopo and asked permission to

engage passage on one of their boats which is passing

Wide Bay within a week’s time. I was told that it was

not customary to carry passengers except in cases of

extreme sickness or when one was a member of the Mission,

Although I was not directly refused, I was told in mellow

terms that I might make formal application through the

Secretary, I concluded to give up hope of a passage

from that quarter and will await Mr. Werner who is due



TWO 'xo"i tj 'xodciyn fl clo't^ci o?l/

.qa»c ixi)a

3 al ,lu£dBH. . i\Bti.'iudf) ledoiOw^qaC

ot T^nin-xoc odf r.l ^niOf jeiil edi oqo^IoS od n:o ^oSoa

aeomo doi-i^aia ueioattevoO oil^ cai^rivlJOB tebi tzoqvi

Qbl) lerlSio v^islv o;r aolK«iiS'Xwj aid iea i)nx3 ,*roXTEaT .iM

Yrf el odw .“xSi .anlB-J-ni/oM iBtwJeH oil? ic Y«fi

-^o add lo Xlfi 'io /naloi'i^o l>xsa oIcfBO&icrvfl Jaom sxU ifll

iaiv 7d»i^ I ,E8ViJBU xl^iw ^nileel) aloion

ui iL^ciBC \'-X0V,tod JEi/in I Jxnt} di;d ^trtnuoo iaiUJuaV: erid

-ain aeviJBfl duaei oJ £>©ddlrai©q ed ;toa t>£vo^ I -eaodd

luoil dliirrooi od IjswoXIb &d I l>Xifow ion esnc

jiio.t azxw I ,l)9aieonco a®w cb la'i ?>.'

lasdJa mini'll) I f)oi)l%oirf I>©Bjaaxq I v^iedTt o^i I Spdi

avi^an elldeod fxeriw leride'? onaoXov ©xl? I>nifl©tf x*i

.IlevTjy rxwon3i ©lew

ollOi'^nij exid 'Ic ^itBbnsJnX'xecrBS eri- noqx; £)©XIb^-

od noX«y Ini^ieq Iba^ica />af oqo:io2l isen ©coqaflX-'V’ nclaoi.i

anlaejsq ui riolri^ a^eod lieiU tto ©no no asBEeeq ©;.«8ne

8BW di i^lo^ bbw I .enW a->i©©w b nlrtriw tcbE et>l^

to zeaeo ni Jqeore treyaee'aeq oJ ^cifiinodeuo ^on

,r.olaei;l ©itf lo ladmejn © eew ©no asriw io es®it>lole ©ceaJio

»oi;.eiB cl Mod CBW I ,l>©ett©i xXdaeilfi don esw I risixcrfdXA

©rid Jsuoidd noldi^rtlqq© Xfixaiot : :l»ixsx I

oasEseq ^ lo ©qod ©via oj hobnXcnco I .
c'XBdeiOf>t

.‘T^l ^ IflWfi XXl^ bo:’ lediBLfp ^©dd xnoi^
onb al orf^" *r©flT^



/

1

7

most any day now*

Returned to Rabaul and began packing oases of

supplies for the bush. It will be necessary for us to

depend upon bush foods, wild pigeons, flour and rice for

our provender despite the weak stomaohs among our party.

September S3 (Friday), Rabaul. The Ad-

ministrator, General Griffiths, oalled in the morning

to have a look at the specimens. Although in some

ways I would rather not take the time, his whims must be

catered to. The old gentleman was very pleasant and

showed an unusual knowledge of ornithology.

The boxes arrived from the lumber yard which

gives us an opportunity to settle into our work of pack-

ing specimens. These are all labeled and most of them

are dry, which means that we can soon have the same

aboard ship and enroute to the Museum,

,September 24 (Saturday), Rabaul, Hard rains

all day. Remained in the room and worked at specimens

and camp equipment.

There is one serious objection to our present

quarters - they are near the center of the town with the

area below the eaves open to wind and weather. The

dust of dry weather blows in and covers everything.

Furthermore, the gravel and sand used on the streets is

fine volcanic ashes which blow everywhere. As eoon as

I can find a place away from town we will move to that

one
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oeptember 25 (Sunday). Rabaul. To the

room again and worked all day. Fred Werner came into

Port in his little ship the »Lassul» and told us he

would be ready to leave for Wide Bay on Tuesday evening.

That won’t give us muoh time but I believe we can clean

up our work.

September 26 (Monday). Rabaul. Disposed of

all of the birds by packing them into two large cases

and tr/o parcel post packets. Thence thru a series of

Red Tape with the Agricultural Department, Customs, and

Shipping office before I was able to transport them to

the Government’s customs store rooms on the wharf.

Rabaul is so spread out that one can spend

hours walking from one Government office to another.

September 27 (Tuesday). Rabaul. Cabled Dr,

Murphy as follows: "Forwarded by steamer 2 cases. For-

warded by Parcel Post 2 packages. The next will be Decem-

ber shipment. Coultas,'* I should have taken the time to

write Dr, Murphy a letter but everything was in such a

jumble and rush I neglected to do it, and, of course,

was sorry afterwards.

Packed all of our effects aboard the little

14 ton schooner ’Lassul’ and sailed for Wide Bay at

10 p.m. This was contrary to the advice of Charley

Boles and George Weass who had just come in from that

part of the island and informed me that the southeast

monsoon was blowing strong on that coast. They felt
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that Werner’s little ship couldn’t possibly punch

against the seas out there and gat us down the coast*

Nevertheless, we concluded to give it a trial,

and subsequently learned for ourselves that Messrs. Neass

and Boles knew what they were talking about* The poor

little ship stood on her beams ends and nearly swamped

after we reached Gazelle Light and met the full force of

the southeast swells*

We concluded that it would be best to turn

around, return to Rabaul, get another clearance, and

go on down to the Nakanai country*

Dov/n on the north coast at v7alo in Bungula

Bay we will have until the first or middle of December

before the northwest season sets in and drives us out of

there*

Jeptember E8 (Wednesday). Rabaul* Returned

to Rabaul a little before day-light.

I availed myself of the opportunity of visiting

Father Meyer on Watom Island. He is reported to possess

considerable knowledge of the ornis of New Britain* We

had a very pleasant visit but I noticed that the Father

was very careful not to commit himself about any species.

When asked where such and such a bird might be found, he

always replied that he had heard that it inhabited a

certain area, etc., etc*

September 28- October 1. To VYalo. Sailed

aboard the ’lassul* early in the morning of the 29th and
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reached Walo on the Nakayfai coast late at night of

the first of October after a niimber of stops along

the route,

I shall have to admit that travel on this

little vessel is not the most comfortable in the world

but it serves the purpose of getting us where V7e want

to go. Like all ships powered with full or semi Diesel

crude oil burning engines, this one coughs soot and

smoke all over the place, V7e were all as black as

night when we got off the ship, but that washed off with

generous applications of soap and water,

October 2 (Sunday), Walo, Awakened to find

ourselves about half way between the Volcano Father to

the eastward and the Talasea Mountains to the westward.

This is the one portion of the coast that is

low and swampy for about five miles into the interior

before the land rises to the high mountains inland. The

rest of the coast is more or less bold and mountainous.

Several years ago the Government built a station

here at Walo on the Coast and later constructed a good

wide road leading straight into the mountains.

The station houses are about 400 yards in

from the beach and comprise two large rest houses for

whites, three police barracks, and two native rest houses.

The whole station has been cleared to an extent of five

acres or more and makes a rather clean presentable com—

poxind.
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There are, unfortunately, no natives living

right at the station, though salt-water people have

villages both up and down the coast from the station.

In the lowland interior one must traverse at least six

or eight miles before he ccanes to settlements there.

Back in the mountains, twelve miles distance

or more, there are hundreds of people scattered in-

discriminately all over the country. The Government

has made a number of patrols into the interior but has

as yet come in contact v/ith only a portion of all of

the inhabitants.

In 1927 the local people of the mountains

directly behind Walo cut out a Government patrol of four

whites and about thirty polica boys. Three of the

whites and numerous natives were ki^-led. The Govern-

ment retaliated by reprimanding the natives and wiping

out numbers of those with the punitive expedition that

traversed the area.

Since that time, there has been no trouble of

any kind, though there must be thousands of natives who

have not as yet come in contact with whites and who will

eventually instigate a fight of some kind.

All of us to work hustling our cargo ashore

and into one of the large houses in the compound. En-

gaged the services of several local natives to help us

get our camp started.

October 3 (Monday) Walo With the ex-
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caption of Mike, all of us at work straightening up the

camp* The former spent a few hours along the beach

and returned with the announcement that mosquitoes were

very bad in the bush*

Messrs. Daymond, patrol officer, and Morris,

medical officer, are across the way from us in the other

large house* They arrived Saturday to undertake a

patrol and survey of the area. Neither of us knew

that the other was coming to this station. I am afraid

our arrival upset them as they had planned to spend a few

weeks in camp resting before undertaking their bush work.

We found them a little difficult to visit with

at first as Daymond refused me permission to hunt in the

area. I had no recourse but to advise him that I had

permission from the Administrator and I intended to re-

main. Later on, the young man thawed out a little which

made our relations much more congenial.

Our living quarters are plenty large enough to

meet o\ir needs. There are three large rooms in the

house and a storeroom as well. Along one side and one

end we have a good broad veranda which is at least 14 feet

wide. To the back of the house we had built a fair-sized

cook house where our meals can be prepared.

TWO natives from the village of Tarobe, down

the coast, one "Marbo" and one "Galky" have volunteered to

act as cook and camp attendant. Neither of them can

speak or understand much English but, with a little



etU ol< -I’lov fA Kii 'io ILu Uo uoiJqeo

adt ^notA B'Ci.'o:- wel tfnaqe taaaol ©ifT .qmBO

<5>xi^i7 sec * J ns-'teoiu.'OfLnfl tlitu betvmitf'i biio

.daud e*i; Hi feed t'Sev

rerf.^o 9ds al et no*i" ©i'J c.&otop e’lr ,teci\tL I-^ciLsm

/^
'C'sb'iUv Devil'll) '^a*rr .etuod otibI

BU to lOiUlH! • -®'t« 'CevTXia Dae loo^eq

blaiti; .*:i3 I .^olJa^e aaif lexJJo oilt

9t B basrT. CJ aeujiiiXQ * «ei1i ^eaqii' leviiiB ii-'o

jiio-B .iaJJO llail" 7^rA:iir,^'iebniJ e'loted 3oi?8«i qmBO ;ii c'Aeew

^i«iv <xf 1 U=omiD eX^^X 3 ciextr Sixi)Ol ef

nX ntiril noiuCi.-nio- eta. tssytei finoia'^Ba bb Xe'iit

bed I Xedl fflXri . alvXa oi ^vd eeiifooei on Derf I •

-e.T o:r DeDfieXfli . bae io?,^i^ain-hrJ>/ eeiJ noil uolaaXnieq

oXil:: bI^XxI fi Dewed? naui i]nuox odt ,«o leXeJ .fli*UQ

. r,vXaogi«oo eicr doiun enoU^eXei *i^'o eb>'si

o^ dnrow er.iBX ^twLq ei© wie;?!©!/? ^Xvil inO

exIJ ni BSK>oi 081*1 ^eiitx ein o'teif? .eDeon n»o Xeen

SCO bns ebts on. :.noU -Xlew an nooieioxa * xm eaoori

36l vX 4*3©! ?« 8i doii-iw ornriev Dooid Doog * averi aw Dno

Bsia-iX*l ^ iXiiu; br’d aw -axfox! e;'J Ic" iced arf? oT .')fciw

.aciflqoiq od r.eo eXaan n/o ©leriw eai?cd 2iooo

‘ sml ,
'dnieT Ic e. aillv ed.- noil eevi^flfl ow^

4 Le-ieotfiL'Xov overi ’’T^iXeP- e.-io fins -odisM” eno ,4 *boo ad4

„30 aarf? lo laiitlHV. qneo baa Acoo «.• 4os

eW^tX X-' dJia ,.‘od dailr>i£^ rtoi® fiflaXeisbm; lO ^laq*



/

patience, we should be able to get on well with them.

Most natives, when once engaged as camp at-

tendants, are normally willing to do their work once

they learn it. quite often the trouble comes when a

native fails to understand what is said to him. Patience

is the motive one must govern oneself by though it is

surprising how quickly people fly off the handle over

little trifles here in the tropics.

October 4 (Tuesday). To Sipa; With btrs.

Goultas and Marbo and our tea kettle to the village of

3ipa in the mountains about 12 miles distance. It is

my intention to have a good look at the country and es-

tablish a camp in the mountains just as quickly as

possible.

Our "luck", as one might call it, is out for

the present, I am afraid, with the Government patrol here

getting ready to visit all villages in the area.. 3ure

as mud they v/ill grab all of the carriers to handle their

duffle and leave us on the coast until they have made

their rounds.

Nevertheless, we will get in if we have to

spend months doing it.

The trip to Sipa was most interesting. After

about five miles of tramping thru mud and ooze, we passed

thru the swamps and reached dry rocky ground. As in the

swamps, heavy secondary bush and thick masses of under-

growth predominated with here and there numerous large
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trees standing.

We must have covered seven miles of ground

passing through the moderately sloping terrain which

lies between the swamp and the mountains. Toward the

mountain side of the area the forest becomes very

heavy,with much less underbrush and ground vegetation.

Once one reaches the mountains, the climb be-

comes almost perpendicular to the top of a ridge at

2500 feet elevation. The village of Sipa is on an

isolated spur behind the first one climbed. Thus one

is found to go up to 2500 feet, straight down the sides

of a ridge to 800 feet, and back up to 2500 feet again.

hike so many villages in this part of the

world, this one is placed on the vent end of a spur of

land and is protected on three sides by percipitous

cliffs of at least 1000 feet in height, thus affording a

natural protection against enemies who did in the past

harass every settlement.

Considerable rain hampered us during the later

part of our trip and forced us to waste time under shelter

so that we didn’t reach Sipa until four in the afternoon.

Once there, we found the natives very courteous

and most eager to have a good look at ttrs, Coultas. With

the exception of the two older natives who had been out

of the area, no one had ever seen a white woman before.

Consequently, the women particularly crowded around and

gave her a most minute scouting.
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The oipa people are tall, well built, and par

tioularly clean. There were few evidences of yaws and

other tropical diseases. Very few of them wore any

clothing at all. There was a noticeable preponderance

of small children and lack of able-bodied men, which may

be attributed to the punitive expedition of some years

ago which killed off so many of the able-bodied men.

Once in the village, the natives lost no time

in cutting banana leaves and fern fronds for a bed for

us. They, too, supplied us with taro and yams for our

evening meal.

Just at dark all of them crowded around our hut

and, when asked what they wanted, we learned that they

were waiting for us to take out our teeth before going

to sleep, just as they had seen another white man do

that before us, so they said. When we assured them that

ours were not removable, they v/ent away and did not dis-

turb us during the night. Rained off and on all night

long.

October 5 (V/ednesday ) . To V/alo. Rained all

morning so that we did not get away until 11 a.m. After

a wet and muddy trip, reached camp at Walo at 3 p.m.

Before leaving Sipa, the young Doctor Boy, the

only one who speaks English at all well, assured me that

he would bring a few of his small boys and carry my duffle

on a preliminary survey trip into the mountain. He told

me that i might get as far as »»Ti"' on the other side of
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the divide. Just as soon as the Government patrol had

passed his village he would be down.

The country in the immediate vicinity of Si pa

is not high enough for mountain ornis and too rugged for

real good hunting. Farther on, at Malutu, there is a

Government house which was built several years ago.

That will make a good temporary camp, I believe, until

we can find a desirable area to hunt in.

John informs me that the repeated rains have

developed leaks in the roof of our house. Otherwise

everything as it should be.

Sent Galky down the coast to his village to

ro\ind up ten boys and return with them in the morning.

They will be put to work re-mat ting the roof and re-

inforcing the cook house.

John has been in the bush, and returned with a

Henicophaps and a Gallicolumba beccarii . He reports

the mosquitoes most prolific in the bush.

Mike has spent the day along the sea coast and

returned with a Mi crops! tta . a kingfisher, and a Trlcho-

glossus .

October 6 (Thursday). Walo. Galky returned

with four boys, all he could muster, and set to work on

the roof of the house. They were able to finish their

work by evening and were paid off with two sticks of

tobacco each, a fair return all around.

Myself into the bush, where l found the little
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blaok mosquitoes of arctic density. The country is

all swampy and honey—combed with all sorts of streams

and little rivulets. The undergrowth, large plantins,

swamp taro, and vines and creepers are so dense one

has a terrible time getting through them. Nevertheless,

I believe it to be a wonderful hunting country if we

can adjust ourselves to the mosquitoes.

John obtained the first Forzana from the over-

grown grassy garden area near the house. John likes

nothing better than to sit for hours in a grassy spot

looking for rails. As long as he produces I have no

objections whatsoever.

Myself returned with a Gallic olumba beccarii

and a few examples of the red-knobbed dove ( Ptilinopus

insolitus ) which appear to be quite common in the fruit-

bearing trees here,

Mike walked down the road to the sand beach

again,

October 7 (Friday). Walo. Hunting in the

swamp most of the day. Was bitten so badly with

mosquitoes that I look as though I had the measles.

There is a wealth of material here, no question about

that» I obtained another Henicophaps which appears to

be quite common in this area. John obtained another

Gallicolumba beccarii . These latter are very common in

the swamp but most difficult to obtain. One flushes

them continuously but they are so adept at hiding that
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one scarcely, if ever, is rewarded with a shot at theoi.

I know of no sure way of hunting this species success-

fully.

f 7S~

Mike again to the sea beach where he obtained

a few sea birds. He insists that he will not ruin his

health in the swamps where there are so many "bugs", if

he can produce results along the beach I will have no ob-

jections to his present working area,

Mr, Daymond, before leaving on his rounds of

inspection, gave me a map of that portion of the interior

with which he is familiar. He and ilri Morris left to-

day for the mountains on their first trip. They expect

to be gone tv/o weeks,

October 8 (Saturday). To Segi. with Mrs.

Goultas to Segi to the south and east of us. We passed

through miles of swamp until we came to the village perched

on top of a knoll at about 700 feet above sea level,

I should like to make a good base camp near a

village so to be assured of sufficient garden truck and

also to have natives about and handy when needed,

oegi, though, is neither close to the mountains

nor the Nepa swamps so that village is out of the question.

The natives, who are a dirty lot and covered with sores,

promised to supply us with bananas, paupau, taro, yams,

fresh eggs, etc. as long as we are camped at Walo, They
didn»t, though, show any enthusiasm over the prospect of

carrying our cargo. I am afraid they cannot be depended
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upon to do that*

The country around 3egl is elevated and more

or less free of tall timber. The soil, which is barren

and rocky in many places, does support some grassland

and quantities of secondary bush. I presume that this

tribe have, in years gone by, out out most of their large

timber to clear the area for gardens. They are good

agriculturalists.

October 9 (Sunday). Walo. Twelve small boys,

not a one of them over ten years old, came down from Lobi

and announced that they would carry my effects into the

mountains. Children that they are, twelve of them will

be able to handle about three men»s loads.

John into the old garden plot near camp and ob-

tained two Porzana. One in the morning and another in

the evening. I went into the bush for a short time and

found only a Graucolus lineata as a desirable species.

We have night-hawks right around the house at

night but to date have been unable to procure any.

Segi came with a generous quantity of foods.

October 10 (Monday). To Sipa. Packed

twelve small carrier loads of effects for my children:

1 and 2. Bedroll with canvas for stretcher;

2 blankets.

3, Benzine tin with 2 changes of clothing.

4. Cook pot, cup, saucer, knife, fork, spoon

(Two boys) light box
5. and 6.

With bird e qulpment
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7-8. Small box of rioe, tinned meat, tea, biscuits and

sugar.

9-ia. Small box of tobacco and trade goods.

11-18. Small box ammunition, medicines, mosquito net.

Just enough to carry me through and still be

able to collect specimens. We are going to have a time

of it if these urchins are the best the country has to

offer.

I concluded to make the survey alone, principal-

ly so only one man would be spared from the collecting.

The two James boys were very cross with me because I

didn’t take one or both of them along.

Our object here is the collection of a series

of birds. I felt and still do that we should make every

minute count in that direction. The presence of either

or both of these men was not necessary, consequently I

didn’t take them along.

vfith my boys, reached the village of Sipa about

the middle of the afternoon. The little fellows carried

well, though I found it necessary to stop them every hour

for a brief rest.

At Sipa I spent a couple of hours along the

ridges and in the ravines but found nothing of interest

in the way of specimens, Sipa is not a good place to

establish a camp.

October 11 (Tuesday). To Malutu. Hunting

for a few hours in the vicinity of the village but found
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nothing except Parrots of all kinds and a few Ducula.

Thence into canipj rounded up my children, and

continued on to Malutu which lies up a long ridge some

four or five miles in a direct line from Sipa. By the

road Y/e must have traversed twice that distance*

Malutu is a Government rest house, rather large,

with two big rooms, a wash room and cook house adjoining,

and a large veranda running around three sides* The

house is on the top of a hill while below it a two acre

space has been cleared where a police barracks has been

erected* The ridges and valleys in the immediate

vicinity are covered with a heavy growth of virgin forest,

which is relatively clean and free from underbrush* This,

to my mind, is an ideal locality for a mountain camp*

This station is at an elevation of 2800 feet*

During the evening I observed a flock of seven

pigeons which I am convinced are the mountain Gymnophaps*

The natives assured me that such a pigeon with reddish

flesh around his eyes does exist here in the mountains and

that I will be able to obtain examples if I can locate a

type of medium height tree with small purple berries upon

which they feed*

Also heard several bush wrens
( Ortygooichla )

calling, but was unable to locate these in the underbrush

near camp.

October 12 (Wednesday)* To Lobuki and Kal ko.

Broke camp and got away with my children before the sun
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was up.

V/e followed along the top of a steep ridge

through a wealth of virgin timber until we reached an

elevation of 4200 feet.

shortly after this high point the boys led me

down the side of the ridge to a little mountain village

called Lobuki. This village, located on a small space

of flat land made by a bend in the ridge and corres-

ponding mountain stream, roughly marks the dividing line

of the Island. The streams all flow toward the south

coast from here.

The village consists of four houses and a tiny

patch of garden on the flat surface. Other cultivated

patches are found on the precipitous sides of the moun-

tains. It seems that the steeper the ridge the more

desirable the space for a garden. \7hy such places are

chosen is beyond my comprehension, unless it be that the

mountain valleys are flooded during certain seasons.

Another reason for the use of steep hill sides

might be laziness on the part of the native who can fell

the timber and watch it roll down hill and thereby save

himself the added labor of clearing his land.

Reached Kai ko just before dusk to find a big

dance in progress. I learned, too, that I am not on

the road to Ti but have been brought here so the

youngsters can partake of the festivities during the night.

The natives of this rather large village are
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Gons Iderably morG wild and uncoiuinu.nica'tive than any I

have met so far. Though they expressed no hostility

toward me, they let me know that my presence was not

wanted.

Kai lo is a large hamlet of at least thirty

houses. It, too, is placed on a spur of land, protected

on three sides hy steep cliffs, and at least 800 feet

above the river bed. Numerous gardens and cleared areas

are to be found in all directions with the virgin timber

to the back of the gardens.

The dance was postponed during my visit with

the announcement that such was not for me to see. I was

told that there had been a raid and several prisoners

had been captured; but I am in no position to verify such

a statement.

During the night one of the leaders of the

village brought me no end of roast pig and foods after I

had assured him that I would leave the first thing in the

morning.

October 13 (Thursday). To Ti. With my

young urchins down the river for about five miles and

thence up and over three distinct ridges to the village of

Ti.

This one,v/hich is scattered over an area of

about one square mile, comprises some 40 houses and at

least 150 people. It, too, is placed on a very broad

ridge or small plateau with three steep sides protecting
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it.

Ti is the outpost station of this particular

group of people (the Nakanais). To the south the long

heads or Arawi tribes are to be found. If one will go

far enough he will come to the south coast of New Britain

at Gape Beeohy.

To the best of my knowledge no white man has

ever crossed the island at this particular spot, nor

anywhere through the central part of New Britain until

1934, when an Irish Father connected with the German

Mission crossed from Jacquinot Bay to the Volcano Father

(indirectly)

.

October 14 (Friday). Ti. Heard a Tyto

aurantia calling during the night but was unable to at-

tract him close to camp.

Early in the morning while hunting I had the

misfortune to shoot at and miss a beautiful pair of

Falcons flying together just over the top of the ridge.

Nothing humiliated me more in years than that performance

of mine.

Continued hunting most of the day and found

nothing of interest except a flock of Dollar birds

( Erystomas orientalis ) which I believe were migrating. I

obtained five specimens.

Either this is a different species or a migrant,

as all specimens encountered heretofor in the lowlands

have been alone. This observation holds true on other
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Islands as well, where it has been met with.

Around Ti there is not nearly the rich and

abundant forest that one finds elsewhere. The sides

of the ridges are much more barren and show evidences

of land slides. Fools gold or Iron Pyrites and traces

of copper are to be found everywhere in the rock forma-

tions.

Native gardens are in abundance everywhere

along the ridges.

The natives were found to be much more shy

than I had anticipated. They are stark naked and con-

siderably more dirty than our Sipa youngsters. In fact

I saw very little of the locals, who keep to themselves

much of the time. There is another factor to be con-

p\A I

sidered. None of them could speak pigeon English, Though

none of them molested me, they let me know that my -j-

presence was not wanted.

Food was in evidence everywhere, but none was

offered to me, I concluded to spend another day before

returning to Malutu and our base camp at Walo.

October 15 (Saturday). Ti. Hunting again

along the ridges and found nothing but Eurystomas and the

wood swallow (Artamus) of which I took specimens. Even

small birds, such as Dicaeum and the honeysuckers (Bi^zomela)

were scarce. Possibly the food in this particular spot

is scarce right now and has driven the birds to another

locality.
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Worked up my specimens and prepared to return

on the morrow,

October 16 (Sunday). To Malutu. The Ti

people hustled my baggage out of camp bright and early

in the morning. Once outside their village area they

dumped it all and wished me Bon Voyage. The twelve

little boys who have been camped in the bush just out-

side of the village took over and away we went.

Returning to Malutu we climbed a very high

ridge to the west of the regular trail and reached before

noon an elevation of some 6000 feet before dropping down

to a 4000 foot level again. Once, on the level, we

dropped to an 1800 foot valley and thence back again to

the Malutu ridge at 4000 feet and continued on to our

destine ti on.

At 6000 feet I notices no birds and heard only

Gantropus violaceous booming in the valleys. Considerable

moss, though, was encountered at the highest elevation.

Reached Malutu at 3:20 after a hard day and

secured a volunteer to take a note down to Walo. Will

ask Mike to come up here for a few days to see what luck

he can have.

We haven’t enough carriers available yet to get

all of us up here but possibly we can all get in by work-

ing in relays.

The Government patrol shdwed up just at dark,

having completed a round to the west of this place. they
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will rest a few days here before continuing on with their

survey.

October 17 (Monday), To Walo, Mike with his

long legs made a quick trip up from Walo and reached

camp at 11 a.m. Poor boy was as white as a sheet when

he got in, due to overexertion, I, personally, would

rather take an hour or two longer and still have a reserve

left in me when the end is in sight,

Turned all of my effects over to Mike and left

with the children for Walo, With these lads I can get

John and his effects into the mountains and trust to luck t

to get Ivtrs, Coultas and me with our gear in as quickly as

possible

,

The two James brothers are to comb the mountains

for new and very desirable species only, I want them to

spend every available minute in the bush regardless of

whether they skin lowland specimens or not. It is the

mountain material that we want from here.

Myself away at noon and reached Walo and camp

at 4 p,m. The going down the mountain was much more

rapid than up, naturally. Yet, strangely, climbing down

a ridge or mountain is the much more tiring of the two.

In camp at Walo, went right to work helping

John get his stuff packed so that he can take off for the

mountains,

I am not worried about Mike as he has the Patrol

to keep him company until John gets up there. Secretly,
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I am anxious to see how they will get on after the Patrol

is gone and they are alone.

During iiiy absence some good material was brought

in, though not as much as I should have liked.

I'^rs, Goultas gained undying fame by marching

into the bush and obtaining a Henicophaps and a Pitta on

two successive mornings.

John made a prolonged trip to the swamps north

and east of 3egi, became lost, and was forced to spend

the night in the swamps.

On top of this he fell into a wild pig pit and

miraculously saved himself from being injured. This ex-

perience unnerved John terribly and took him tv/o days to

get on his feet again, V/hy he hasn’t learned to back

track and read his own foot prints is beyond me.

Hike made a canoe trip to the small islands off

the coast and returned with a few Ducula Van V/yckii, nothing

more. ^hese Island birds do fly well into the mountains

to feed but return always to the Islands to roost,

October 18 (Tuesday), 7falo, John got away

about 8 a.m. with his boys well laden. I told him to

remain and seek out mountain material until we showed up

to join him.

Into the bush hunting for a short time, thence

returned to camp to check over and label specimens. A

new boy by name, Hio, has attached himself to camp and

will become a member of our staff. Anyone who is willing
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to work and learn is acceptable.

In the evening for night hawks and obtained an

example.

October 19 (Wednesday). Walo. Into the bush

in the direction of Gai Gecki and the hot springs. The

latter cover an area of several acres and are often used

by the natives as a place in which to cook their foods.

At the same time the hot stones in the vicinity of the

boiling water burn the feet of the natives and are a con-

stant source of danger to them. A report has it that

several natives broke through the crust of earth and were

scalded to death here.

Right at the edge of the hot springs there are

several low trees bearing fruit at this time of year where

one may find Ptilinopus insolitus at any hour of the day.

One is practically assured of at least one specinen for

each visit.

Once shot into, though, the flock takes to wing

and remains away from the spot for several hours.

Had the good fortune to obtain an Ortygocichla

while in the swamps. This one, much bolder than others,

showed himself long enough for me to fire at him.

October 20 (Thursday). Walo. With Karbo to

carry my hunting bag and into the bush in the direction of

the hot springs again. We built a leaf house and were re-

warded with an example of Gallicolumba beccarii . I feel

now that this slow stop and wait method is a sure way of
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obtaining specimens. The only discomfort is the feeling

that one is wasting time while one is sitting in the blind.

Later, I found the little red llyzomela cruenliata

kleinschmidti working around in the top of a very high

flowering tree but managed to obtain two specimens. These

are indeed most active and especially difficult to obtain

30 high up, especially when one is required to use large

cartridges. The spread of these is so great that unless

a single pellet of shot strikes the bird in the head or a

wing bone there is no hope of obtaining a specimen.

Marbo doesn’t care for my company so I permitted

him to depart for the mountains where he can wash clothes

and cook for John and Mike.

October 31 (Friday). Walo. Took a different

route and followed along the coast. I heard twice and

saw once the little Alcyone pusilla of which Mike has ob-

tained two examples since he has been here. These are ex-

ceedingly active and dart about among the mangrove thickets

with such rapidity that one scarcely has a sight of them

before they are gone.

In the afternoon to the swamp area again and ob-

tained another example of Henicophaps .

At least we are able to find a few desirable

species if nothing else.

October S3 (Saturday). Walo. A note came down

from the boys on top with an accompanying Bush Wren ( Orty-
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goclohla ) , They report that they can’t find the mountain

Gymnophaps , that the natives will not bring them food, and

that it rains all of the time. Apparently it isn’t

taking long for the boys to get their bellies full of the

mountains. I wrote, telling them to send me carriers

and we would come up to join them.

The small boys, so they told me, don’t want to

come down again, I imagine they have had all of the

luggage hauling they will want for a few days.

Myself in the bush but failed to return with

any real good material, A couple of Micropsittas, These

are quite common here,

October E3 (Sunday). Walo, Sent the two

black sprites fishing with the understanding that we would

pay for the fish they brought to us. Luckily we had fish

for breakfast and hope to continue this plan in the future.

Remained in camp all day checking over stores

and labeling specimens, so far, in this camp, we have

done nothing startling. One thing and another have kept

from results. It is most discouraging.

The Patrol returned to Walo in the afternoon

and report that they will be engaged for two weeks more

with all of the carriers they can get their hands on,

Daymond advised me to remain here until the end of the

first week in November when he will be leaving. We can

then have all of the boys we want, I presume I shall

have to do just that.
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October 24 (Monday), Walo. Hunting most of

the day but with mediocre results. The sun was too hot

and the bush too dry. Given a few days of sunshine and

the bush dries out so badly that every step through the

leaves and twigs resounds for yards and scares everything

within shooting distance,

Segi village showed up again with quantities of

fresh foods which enabled us to stock up our larder. There

are very few instances in my tour of the Islands when the

natives wouldn’t bring me plenty of food,

October 25 (Tuesday), Walo, Gent Mio early in

the morning to Pa su su to obtain a canoe to take us to

the small islands. There is a possibility that we might

find another Myzomela and another subspecies of Pachycephala

Unfortunately they were not present. We did, though, pro-

cure a generous quantity of Gallup nuts for food and enough

Kai Kai pigeons for a good roast dinner.

Returned home much the worse for a good blister-

ing in the sun,

Mr. Morris came to dinner at night, l.ip. Daymond

declined because of a dose of fever,

October 26 (Wednesday). Walo. Our much hoped

for rain arrived during the night and remained with us

most of the day, i was able to obtain a few parrots from

a big tree near the house where they roost and also a

couple of kingfishers. Spent the rest of the day label-
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ing specimens^

October 27 (Thursday). Tarobi, Concluded

to shift camp to Tarobi, a salt water village to the

west of us. Our two cooks come from there and assure

us that there are Habopteryx in the swamps behind the

village*

'7ith the aid of the two cooks we obtained a

large canoe and transported our effects to the village

of Tarobi which lies at the tip end of a little penin-

sula some five or six miles to the west of our place*

There we were able to establish a small make-

shift camp in a tiny Government rest house*

The village, which numbers ei^t or nine houses,

holds the remnant of a once numerous tribe of people. We

found the present ones dirty, lazy and indifferent toward

life. Like so many of the island people, these appear to

have given up hope and no longer have an interest in any-

thing.

Their gardens are very limited, with only a few

fruits, and some sweet potatoes being raised. Fish and

other marine forms constitute a great share of the diet.

Had time to spend a few hours in the bush but

didn’t discover anything of real interest. The swamp

area here is extensive but very mucky and almost impossible

to traverse,

October 28 (Friday). Tarobi. Out with the old
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ohief 'rivo this morning and into the gardens and later

swamp area. The bush is full of parrots and pigeons but,

unfortunately, we saw no species that we require.

Right around Tarobi all of the large trees have

been out down at one time or another so that now nothing

but low shrubs and secondary bush are to be encountered,

Bolectus , Domioella . and Triohoglossus are the only specie

in abundance here and these congregate at any flowering

shrub or low tree.

The pigeons ( Ducula ) fly in from the small is-

lands and congregate here before flying off to the moun-

tains, Later in the day they congregate again before re-

tiring to the Islands,

October 29 (Saturday). Pa su su, T® the

village of Pa su su which lies about 2-1/2 miles inland

from Tarobi, It is a part of the latter village with

the inhabitants of both interchanging.

Like Tarobi, there is a small area of gardens

and secondary bush around the village and then mucky

swampland.

The natives promised to take me into the swamp,

but led me all over the place without doing so. I came

to the conclusion finally that the short-winged rail

(Habopteryx ) must be mixed up in the culture of the tribe

and necessarily protected. No one would make an effort

to show me where the bird feeds nor where I could station
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myself to interoept speoimens.

Returned to camp and concluded to go back to

Walo and get into the mountains where we belong.

About the only worthwhile occxirrence here were

the quantities of oysters which the natives brought to

us. These made a weloatne change in our diet. But as

far as birds were concerned we are no better off than

when we started.

October 30 (Sunday). To Walo. ^7ith all of

our effect in a large canoe and reached Walo about 3 p.m.

after a hot trip in a blistering sun.

Found that the two James boys had come dovm yes-

terday. I was very cross with their actions in leaving

the mountains, coming to Walo, and dismissing their

carriers without at least telling me so that I could go

back with the small boys.

The two James Had almost no birds to show for

their time. They ran out of food and couldn’t induce

the natives to bring them more. Besides this, they

complained bitterly of the rain.

Anyone knows that it rains every afternoon and

on many occasions during the night and morning, as well^

in the mountains of these Islands. One must arise very

early in the morning, get their specimens, and be back in

camp before the rain starts. Late sleeping in the

mornings is not an inducement to good bird collecting.

Another factor which the James brothers haven’t
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as yet learned to adjust themselves to Is the matter of

food.

When we onme to Walo we had what we figured

would be ample supplies for three month’s duration If

they were carefully measured out from time to time, '^he

two boys have used most generously, even extravagently,

of what we have and are now faced with the hard problem,

for them, of living entirely on native foods until we

reach Rabaul again.

Most people. Including Mrs. Coultas and myself,

can live for weeks on end In the bush without any outside

provender except tea or coffee and sugar and salt.

Personally, neither my wife or I mind In the

least the fact that v/e must live bush from now on. But

the two boys will suffer, I knov/, and I can’t help feeling

very sorry for them that they must go through the trying

ordeal of adjustment.

At the next camp. If they are v/lth me, they v^lll

have considerably less tinned goods to draw from than this

time. '’’his expedition Is not a delicatessen affair. It

never was and It never will be.

Let me add here and now that I never quarreled

with the boys about food. They were always at liberty

to eat as much as they liked as long as It lasted. If

they wished to open half a dozen tins of different kinds

of food and only nibble a little out of each tin before
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throwing it away, I never onoe complained. But when

the food was all gone, all of us did without. No more

was purchased.

October 31 (Monday). Walo. To work on a

number of large Ducula to-day. Thence to check and

label such material as we have at hand. I realize

that we have now just about completed our series of the

more common species but there are so many desirable

ones to be taken yet that I am terribly discouraged with

the results. We con*t seem to be getting our feet on

the ground and accomplishing results. This has been

the most trying month I have ever experienced on the ex-

pedition.

Have concluded to let the boys hunt where they

like while I will go into the mountains at the first op-

portunity.

The fact that we are not permitted to use

natives as hunters is a tremendous handicap to us. I be-

lieve firmly in the native even if he is a rascal at heart

and plays horse most of the time. He does know where to

go to look for birds while we are obliged to search and

search until we locate them.

November 1 (Tuesday). Walo. With Marbo to

Segi to round up a bunch of native foods and to procure

a number of carriers if possible.

The boys doing a little spasmodic collecting.
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November 2 (Wednesday), Walo, Segi showed

up this morning with enough provender to last us well

over a week if used wisely. They are as eager to ob-

tain our tobacco as we are to accept their foods. As

for the carriers, not a blessed one of them would con-

sider the subject.

Considerable rain during the day which stopped

all hope of collecting, though all of us did make a

futile attempt at getting into the swamps,

November 3 (Thursday), Walo, Took the whole

day and followed the swamp road to the base of the moun-

tains, Enroute, in the swamps, I know blamed well that

I saw an Habopteryx but he was too quick for me. This

is the first real encouragement I have had with this

species,

John got back into running by returning with a

Duoula finschii (the band-tailed pigeon). We need more

of these badly,

November 4 (Friday), Walo, Now that I am on

the right track, I shall remain with the rail until l get

him. Returned over the same ground and obtained a

Melanchroa at about 800 feet elevation. This quite low

for this species,

November 5 (Saturday), Walo, To the mountains

again and back to camp by 4 p,m. with two Gymnophaps

which I obtained on the mountain ridge east of Sipa and at
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about 4000 feet*

The James brothers contributed a number of

Meap^odes .luvenlles which they obtained from the natives.

The Police Patrol returned from their eastern

trip which assures us of some boys for the morrow.

Though every individual boy assured me that

he had done all of the carrying he cared to, I was able

to round up eight of them who agreed to stay over until

the morrow and go with us, I fed them well eind prayed

that they wouldn’t change their minds over night. Eight

boys will just get Mrs. Goultas and me into the mountains

and that is all,

November 6 (Sunday). Malutu, Loaded the eight

carriers and started for the mountains at 7 a.m. Reached

Malutu some time after noon, after a very pleasant joirrney.

For once, we encountered no rain or difficulties.

Mio, the little salt v/ater boy from Pa su su, ac-

companied us as the cook. He was the most interested

boy on earth when he got into the mountains and saw all

of the volcanoes and mountain peaks in the distance.

Though only a relatively short humber of miles from his

home, he had never been into the mountains before. These

people, here, are naturally hereditary enemies of his and

even at this date resent his intrusion.

Once at Malutu v;e had our beds and tables up

in short order eind the carriers on their way down by

2.p.m. A number of boys from Si pa, Bogella, and Gatto
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gathered fire wood, broomed the oamp, and brought in fresh

vege tables

•

Mrs* Coultas unearthed a large patch of lima

beans that had been grown over but with enough beans on

the vines to keep us supplied well during our stay.

.

The small children scoured the bushes and brought

in bowls full of red raspberries that grow in profusion

all over the mountains.

Quantities of other edibles were brought to us

so that we have no worries of a food shortage during our

stay.

November 7 (Monday). Malutu. Had a wonder-

fully cool night and slept under two blankets. It is sur-

prising how quickly a person pulls himself together with

a few degrees of cover temperature.

Took the trail down to the base of the mountains

again and spent the day in the semi swamp. After tramp-

ing diligently for hours ran into and obtained the first

example of Habopterjx. This one was found in the pit-pit

or bull rushes where he had been feeding on the pulpy

center of this plant.

Returned to the mountains to work them

thoroughly for the rest of our stay. Will trust that

John and Mike will be able to obtain one or two specimens

down below, now that we know definitely that this bird is

here

.

November 8 (Tuesday). Malutu. 8pent most of
the morning on the eastern side of the ridge upon which
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our camp is located. Birds were not plentiful by any

means, I was able to obtain a Ducula melanoohroa and a

a few diorurus . No doubt plenty of pigeons do hide in

the tops of the trees and are never observed, Melanoohroa

especially is prone to sit quietly in the top of a tree and

never utter a sound. If one is fortunate enough to catch

them feeding, the sound of falling fruit will be suf-

ficient indication of their whereabouts.

As a whole, where there is forest, the ground is

relatively clean underneath the trees. The ridges are

often vary steep which does not make walking an easy matter.

November 9 (Wednesday), Malutu. Tavu, a

crippled boy from Lolu, came into camp and requested per-

mission to learn to cook. Always cooperative, we lost no

time in assuring him that his services were needed, Mlo

will be shifted to table and wash boy. I*m sure Mio

doesn’t mind.

Went hunting with two rock imps or sprites from

the village of Babila, These two are certainly not many

generations removed from monkeys or jack rabbits. The

first time I fired a cartridge they were off like scalded

cats. Curiosity, though, was too much for them, they

couldn’t stay away but returned to circle around me all

morning long.

These are typical bush men, — wild eyed, active,

small statured, and as dirty as sin, no clothing and no

desire for any. Yet the way they scampered up and down
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mountains would put a goat to shame*

If I had means of communioating my wishes in

the way of species, I feel sure this crowd could help me.

Unfortunately, neither of them can speak pidgin Ilinglish.

Once I learn the names of their birds I will be all right.

At retrieving specimens which have fallen down the side of

the mountain there is no equal to I/h*. "Tuesday”' and Mr.

"Friday," my two associates,

November 10 (Thursday). Malutu. Tuesday

located a feeding tree of Gyrinophaps which enabled me to

obtain three specimens before the daily rain set in. This

tree, some smaller than the average run of them in the

forest, has the small purple fruit berries of which this

species is particularly fond. This purple berry is

entirely different from the one in the lowlands upon which

Reinwardtoenas browni feeds. Also obtained another

Melanochroa and two Zosterops ,

I have heard Qrtygooiohla daily, but as it is a

God of these people I can get no help in hunting it,

November 11 (Friday), Malutu. A note came up

from John; he has taken another Henicopernis » Also a

note enclosed from Fred Werner. He will call for us on

December 7th, weather permitting. Hunting again along

the mountain ridges and obtained a number of good speci-

mens. It looks as though we will be able to obtain a

substantial series of Gymnophaps before we frighten the
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birds away from their feeding tree.

The village of Gatto brought us a great quantity

of very large sugar oane. These people pride themselves

on the size of their particular species.

Some stalks were at least eight feet l.ong and

five inches through at the base. The cook was put to

work boiling this dawn into sugar for our tea,

November 12 (Saturday), Malutu, Our veranda

is covered with fruits and vegetables, I don*t see how

anyone can possibly go hungry here.

Hunting again up the ridge toward the 4000 foot

level. Obtained a number of desirable birds but no new

seen no signs or indications of the ground thrushjjrhich is

known to occur here. The natives know it but tell me

that they only see the bird occasionally. The Mission

boy from Lolu reports that he has seen it there several

times.

to a more peaceful existence in the village. At home

there are others to do the work , here he finds life

entirely too active for his liking. Mio expressed him-

self as being quite satisfied to all of the work alone,

November 13 (Sunday), Malutu. At least a

good thousand people from the Gasmata side of the moun-

tains passed through on their way to the coast to obtain

species

Though I spend hours t

4 -

Tavu, the new cook, quit his job and retired
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bamboos full of salt water and great slabs of Nepa palm

pulp wbioh has soaked up salt. This is an annual foray

of the mountain people for salt and was in the old days

accompanied by fights and bloodshed. Theirs was a

unique system. Women heavily laden with baskets of food

accompanied the hoard and^at a few hour intervals of

marching time, one man and two women were dropped to await

the return of the party. On the way back the salt

gatherers would be assured of food to sustain them in

their labors.

At Malutu the last party of women were left as

the eirmy surged on. Each male carried a long spear,

nothing more. After ten hours or just at dusk, the party

heavily laden returned, stopped a half hour to eat, and

continued on, taking their women with them.

We were indeed fortunate to observe such a per-

formance, One of them, though, appropriated one of Mrs.

Coultas* shirts before we had sense enough to bring them

in from the line stretched behind the house,

November 14 (Monday). Malutu. Down the moun-

tain side to the east of us and in the general direction

of Malusi, Found the hunting quite good and obtained a

number of desirable specimens, including Zosterops again.

There is apparently no mountain Zosterops here.

Some carriers arrived just after noon with

mosquito nets, bird drying racks, and bird meal. Used

this opportunity to send what birds we have down.
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One orafty individual walked off with a small

bird-skinning knifel How he did it l»m blessed if I

know, as we always ohase all natives off the veranda when

they congregate.

These mountain people, though, are chronic

thieves.

Later in the evening someone walked off with a

soup spoon from the cook house, but I raised such a fuss

that that was returned quietly and pushed into the side

of the wall.

Once these monkeys begin stealing and getting

away with it we will lose everything. Hence I must stop

it in its inception.

November 15 (Tuesday). Malutu. During the

night someone burned little Mios calico, an act of spite

work to teach him not to report stolen spoons I suppose.

We tore a bed spread in half to keep the poor lad from

sleeping naked at night.

Q,uite an accumulation of natives in camp, so

chased every blessed one of them out and told them to

stay out. It just takes one hot head in a party like

that to start trouble.

Remained in camp all morning, keeping spasmodic

return rascals out of the place. After three or four

half-hearted attempts all went away and I continued in

the direction of their village, Bilusl, to have a good

look at the whole crowd.
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Obtained some good specimens on the slopes of

the ridge, including eoi Accipiter which might be new.

November 16 (’Wednesday). Malutu. The natives

from Lobi and Llalusl show up with some tomatoes, lettuce

and sweet corn and invite us to come over to their ridge

to the eastward and hunt there. As they have a nice

small rest house there I advise them to come over Friday

at daylight and get our cargo,

I have always found it a good omen when

natives extend one an invitation to use their village as

a base camp.

Hunting on the ridges south and obtained some

good specimens,

November 17 (Thursday). Malutu, A day of

continuous rains for a change. Was only able to obtain

one specimen of Melanochroa which settled in a tree near

camp, Spent the rest of our time catching up on notes,

November 18 (Friday). Lobi, The Malusi-Lobi

crowd surprised me. They were in camp at daylight, as

requested, and made quick work of humping our cargo the

eight miles to their village. I»m inclined to believe

that they are tobacco conscious and want us around for a

time to replenish their store of smokes, ',Vhat a pleasure

it was to have willing hands grab the duffle and bustle

it across country.

Our new house is about 1£ x 14 feet and about
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five feet off the ground. It is new, clean and well

roofed. A detachment of locals put up a cook house and

small lean-to for bird skinning in Jig time. Another

series of urchins brought us two weeks supply of fire

wood which gladdened the heart of Mio.

Climbed the 5000 foot ridge to the east of

camp and obtained a number of birds - Gymnophaps, Melano -

chroa centr opus violaceous ,
and another female example of

what I take to be another species of Accipiter .

November 19 (Saturday). Lobi. We have with

us here a Methodist Mission Boy, Charles by name, who, I

must admit, is as fine a type of native as one could wish

for anywhere. It is rarely that one finds a good native

missionary. This one, though, is as accomodating and

helpful as they ever get.

Up to the present the German Catholic Missionaries

have always kept to the sea coast (with the exception of a

couple of stations in the Gazelle peninsula); now the

Methodists are pushing into the interior and are grabbing

converts right and left behind the coast converts.

The Methodists have the Catholics bested in two

great redeeming features - cleanliness (with their native

preachers especially) and gardens.

Wherever there is a Methodist Missionary, white

or native, one can always be assured of plenty of good

food



JbxiB n/5©Io t
al ‘ ntotr* svll

,na oejxori i.ocy e qu ivq uIjoooI "lo i rmnuloii/ ©X) l- .l)©loci

xerf-'oaA. vl^ at butd lo’t ot-cael IXeca

^aXl Ic xlq'^t'a cjli-'ev owj &u id^voT.<S enlxfoii; lo ^:«iT[©e

. 0X^1 16 fiaeii oAS 6fen«l>i>f?l3 siot.M boow

lo Jcjjd ©il;r ot 9jt.bia i'ool 0006 qxXJ t©ox5iiI0

floXo '
. egfixigoftcncO - aJjiXd lo -redmuo a £©niaJ6o fcna q«so

&XcTffl.'X© elaxa©! ^axlfoiia iiixia . Kuoao^Iciy et/qoiJnao aoi-rfo

. ‘id£Jt£[iooA Ic ccXooqa 'laxlcfofis etf oJ 65(o^ I xTaiiw

©Vtfri oV; ,ido>r £L Te^uavoH

,oriw ,r>asn Yd soIiatfO ,YO]P uoieslul i-aibodJoU a e'leri ex/

X w bXuoo 900 SB 6'vi^aii lo wjYX a anXl sa sX Xaxxm

XdBn f>oo3 a abnil eno ?bx1^ viois’i al ?I .d-reriwY^uB i;ol

bfiB :^nlXei)c»3009B se si ,rigiJO 1j ,eno eix>' •Y'^-'SnoleeiB

.,r©a '19 V© SB Ixjlqlaxl

noif.si’i oilod^flO 'xanisO ed^' ^n;>su‘rq oiiJ oo qU

:o noidqsoxs ©rid ridlw) da. oc sea arid od dqo:! syb'^Ia ©vsn

Oild wori :{elininia©q ©lie.^cO erid ni enoldsde lo olqixjo

liddfs'L^, 'i'u: ji'Xin lol'iedni arid odni r.^^driauq etfi sdelbOildsid

,- j'tovnoo de-oo arid bnirfed dial baa driad*! ediovnoo

rd at aotned soiXcridaO arid avBxl edaxi oridoLi ©ifT

rid an aiorid riJiw) eeaailnBalo - soindBol sni xaobotr daeia

.sjtabiBS bna {YXX**do®dca eierioasiq

ririw ^
raaaotaat'i dsXJ&Grid©..; b «1 ©larid xeva^eriW

boos lo Ydnelq lo b©T:i;eefi ed syswIb nao ono ,ovidan *ro

, !>00l



2- o J-

And here at Lobi we were given Just all we

could stuff down our gullets. Such items as lettuce,

onions, corn, beans, tomatoes, cabbage, sweet potatoes,

pumpkins, melons, taro, yams, paupau, pineapples, oranges,

mongoes, keep us from 'starving."

Hunting with Cfharles who tells me that he has

seen the thrush several times in the three years that he

has been here. V/e visited an area where there have been

a number of land slides but found no bird.

Locals promised to put out rope snares and

help us.

November 20 (Sunday), Lobi. Hunting all day

and had a surprise when I flushed and obtained a little

finch Lonohura melanea in a small patch of grassland not

over five yards square tucked away on a mouhtain side.

Charley, the missionary, ceased his ecclesiasti-

cal labors long enough to borrow a shot gixn from me and

kill a wild pig which was rooting up a patch of sweet

potatoes.

November £1 (Monday). Lobi. Up just before

daylight and to the top of the mountain ridges to the

east of us. One does develop some splendid leg muscles

chasing up and down hills from 2200 feet up to 5000 feet

and back every day. Llore Gymnophaps from another purple

berried tree and more Ducula melanochroa . Ue shall

have a nice series of both species.

November 22 (Tuesday). Lobi. Hunting in the
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native gardens until the rain drove me hone. After

all of these months I found and obtained a pair of the

supposedly common Saxioola caprata aethiops . This
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species undoubtedly is common on some parts of New

Britain but I have never had the good fortune to strike

one of those areas,

November S3 (Wednesday), Lobi, Away at day-

light with our two trunks full of birds to the base camp

at Walo, We have our containers full and must make room

for more, I don’t dare trust the birds to natives so

accompanied them.

Reached Walo at 11, Repacked specimens and

left again at 3:20, reaching camp at Lobi at 7:30 p,m,

John and Mike were neither one at Walo but Mike

at Segi and John at Gal gi ki. They had made up six

skins in eight days - no wonder they wrote home to their

Father and told him they were doing all of the work,

I really should let them go now, but can’t

hardly until I get some kind of a native staff to help me.

Such a thing is impossible right here where we are,

November 24 (Thursday), Lobi, Find that I am

a trifle stiff and sore from the long hike yesterday. Did

get into the gardens and mountain slopes on the side and

procure another peculiar hawk which must be a female of

Blohhornis accipiter luteoschistaoeus . Two more S^icola

to-day as well emd more Melanochroa
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November 25 (Friday). Lobi. Rained all day

so that I obtained only the blaok pigeon ( Melanochroa )

and a couple of crows.

A note from Mike. He has shot a cassowary

and is having a terrible time trying to degrease it. I

can only advise him to saturate wood ashes and pollard

with gasolene and degrease until he get the inside of the

skin clean.

November 26 (Saturday). Lobi. Another nasty

day which gives every indication of an advancing north-

west season. We are fortunate in being in a well pro-

tected valley and just below the fog line where driving

rains are broken pretty well by the mountain ridges.

Spent a good share of the day in the bush and

returned ?^ith some Macropygias for a change.

November 27 (Sunday), Lobi. L<£i?s. Coultas made

us some Ghili Con Game with Malutu-Malusi beans, small

red peppers, and chopped up pigeon breasts. By George,

it was good even if the concoction did nearly burn the

lining out of our throats.

Rain kept us in the house all day. Sent a note

down to the James Brothers urging them to concentrate on

rails.

November 28 (Monday). Lobi, To Malusi along

the river and to the base of the mountains to the area

where I found the rail before, but simply wasted a whole

day.
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I do wish someone oould devise a way of collec-

ting specimens without such a waste of time.

November 29 ('Tuesday), Lobi. Obtained a

Gallioolumba .jobiensis on top of the mountain at 5000 feet.

This is an unusual record for me at least. For I have

never encountered this species at such an altitude. Also

obtained a pair of the Torres Straits Pigeon ( I.iyristicivora )

which are moderately common here but most difficult to ob-

tain as they congregate in the very tops of the tallest

trees beyond where our shot will touch them.

November 30 (Wednesday), Lobi. Hunting for a

short time this morning but returned with chills and fever,

so bundled into bed and remained there.

December 1 (Thursday). Lobi, Sent Mio to Walo

with four hatching eggs of Centropus violaceous which are

to be placed in alcohol. These were found in a loosely

constructed nest of twigs (similar to that made by the

American crow ( Corvus brachyrhynchos ) in the top of a tall

tree. The eggs were the same as those of Centropus ater -

albus except possibly a little larger.

Myself hunting along the ridge all day and ob-

tained a number of Ducula melanoohroa . There will con-

clude a very large series of this species.

I also found a small flock of Grauoalus lineata

sublineata . These are rarely met with in the bush and

are always found actively dodging around in the tops of

high trees.
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December 2 (Friday). Lobi. Out with Charles all day

in search of the mountain thrusl^^ 7^e were favored

with a dull day too, which makes hunting all the better,

but did not obtain a sight of this species.

Charles assures me that there is another kind

of Domicella here with white on the back of its neck

and similar to Sichhorn»s New Ireland form. This

bird, he tells me, he saw once during the month of

August of this year.

Collected a number of wood-swallows ( Artamus )

which were flying about in a native garden and perching

in low dead trees.

December 3 (Saturday). Lobi. Considerable

rain off and on all day. Went hunting along the little

river that flows along the base of this ridge and thence

along another ridge to the south.

Collected a Halcyon sancta for sake of record

only. I am convinced that a tew individuals of this

migrant species remain all of the year around.

December 4 (Sunday). Lobi. The Chief of

the village was fortunate enough to spear a pig during

the night. The one hind quarter given to us worked up

into an excellent Sunday dinner.

Spent considerable time packing birds in

anticipation of oxir exit from this region. With this

recent spell of rainy weather we are sure to have the

northwest monsoon soon
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December 5 (Monday). Lobi. started hunting

this morning. Shot a cassowary and knocked him down

but the same individual arose from the ground and took

off in such a hurry that I couldn’t reload the giin and

get another shot at him.

At least two dozen natives took up the chase

but failed to run him down.

A note from Mike reached us around noon say-

ing that Fred vVerner v/as at Walo awaiting us. We

hustled a number of oases down to the coast, sent word

to begin loading ship, and let them know that we would

follow with the rest of the effects early in the morning.

This last move v/ould save us making another bed to-night

and would not delay us to any extent to-morrow, if every-

thing is aboard ship when we arrive.

December 6 (Tuesday). To Walo and Bialla.

Another pleasant day of continuous rain. The average

of wet days upon which we have shifted camp far out-

numbers the dry ones. It seems to be an unwritten rule.

We were up early. Mrs. Goultas and Mio

started down just at daybreak, while I broke camp and

started the carriers. Reached Walo at 10 a.m. Found

the ship loaded and our effects aboard. We were ready

to leave when Mr. Daymond, Patrol officer, decided he

would like to go along as far as Lolobau. This kept

us waiting until 3 p.m.

V/ith Dayiaond, 1 orris, and fifteen Police boys,
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our party of four. Fred, and his orew of six boys, we

had a real ship load. There was Just room enough to

turn around and soaroely an Inoh of free board above

the water.

Reached Bialla, up the coast, and spent the

night at Werner’s home. This would get us to Lolobau

to-morrow night and would give us the day for dodging

reefs. We wouldn’t dare risk the ship outside the

fringing reefs loaded as she is.

December 7. To Lolobau. Under way early

after Fred had added a few bags of sweet potatoes to

our already overloaded ship and reached the Roman

Catholic sawmill near the Volcano Father at 4 p.m. We

had an hour there.

This is the place where someone (a Brother)

employed in the mill shot and forwarded the single speci-

men of Lorlus amabills to Father Meyer. I was shown

the ttree where Domicellas.Trichoglossus, and other

parrots congregate eind roost at night, but observed no

unusual specimens among the early arrivals this evening.

I was told too that the red phase of Domlcella has not

been observed since the one specimen was taken.

We continued on to another anchorage about

five miles distance where we discharged the two officers,

their troops and cargo, but anchored for the night.

December 8 (Thursday). Lolobau to Llassawa.
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Under way again at 3 a.m* and reached Gtookholm

plantation at 9* There, Werner had some business ashore

which prohibited our leaving until 2 p.m. Thence on to

Massawa which we reached just at dark.

Our Captain, full of newly made Pineapple

brandy, which he imbibed at Stockholm, chipped the corner

off a reef coming into the anchorage at Massawa but had

forethought enough to keep going with the ship and beach

her before she filled with water and sank.

John, Mike and I grabbed our tin boxes of

specimens and waded ashore with them, thus saving our col-

lections from a wetting.

All of us worked until 2 a.m. unloading the

ship so that we could turn her over and patch the jagged

hole up forward which had been punched into the sides by

the coral.

There are some advantages in owning a tiny boat

after all. One can shove it on the beach, handle it

like a row boat, and undertake repairs which cannot be

done with a large one.

December 9 (Friday). Massawa-Rabaul. Fred

stopped the hole forward by nailing a piece of planking

over it inside and a patch of copper over the outside

of the area.

We had the ship loaded and were under way for

Rabaul by noon, none the worse for our experience ex-

cept the loss of time.
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Reached Rabaul just at midnight and slept on

board the rest of the night,

December 10 (Saturday), Rabaul, All of our

effects ashore and to the Time Bldg, with Mr. Gascoigne’s

truck. Gleaned the room which has accumulated a

tremendous amount of dust. Thence put all of the birds

out to dry well before shipment to New York.

To the city and learned that there is no

transportation available for Wide Bay until well after

Christmas, Thence to see Fred Werner again who is

having his ship hauled up on the slip. He tells me he

will take me to Wide Bay next Friday, the 16th, if I can

be ready by that date. This leaves us terribly short

of time as some of the specimens are not dry,

I conclude to go with Werner, send a small

shipment this time and the balance when we return from

Wide Bay,

We should, by rights, go to New Ireland now

but 1 simply can’t force myself to do it with our New

Britain collections incomplete.

December 11 (Sunday), Rabaul, To the room

early. We have arranged to have our luncheons at the

room, thereby saving the long walk to the hotel and re-

turn during the middle of the day.

Spent most of the day working at labeling,

sorting and drying specimens,

I told the James boys distinctly that it
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would be best for them to begin looking elsewhere for

employment as I shall not be able to keep them on much
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longer.

In the evening walked to the shipway and

found that Werner’s ship has been hauled up. There

isn’t such a large hole in her after all.

December 12 CMonday). Rabaul, Dispatched

the following cable to Dr. Murphy: "Forwarded by

steamer one case forwarded by Parcel Post one package

several new species. The next will be March shipment.

Goultas.”

To the stores and purchased a number of sup-

plies for the next trip. The two James brothers to

work making new benzine tins and lids, also cleaning

and oiling our collection of firearms.

December 13 (Tuesday). Rabaul. Put the

birds out to dry again. Obtained the services of a

small Markham river boy by name "Argo" who will busy him-

self about the place cleaning up odds and ends.

Made several attempts to recruit boys in

Rabaul but had no success. They are most difficult to

obtain at times.

To Tfork all day packing cases and bird

material for the bush. Our lives are given over to pack-

ing and unpacking. One, in time, becomes immune to the

monotony of it all.
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DeoGiuber 14 (Wedn6sda.y) . Rabaul» Was

oalled to the District office in Rabaul and required

to register all of our fire arms and report the quantity

and quality of ammunition* I had gone through all of

this with the customs people when I first came to the

territory but neglicted unknowingly to infrom the Police

as well.

To work all day packing and recording speci-

mens for this shipment. This consumed the whole day.

December 15 (Thursday). Rabaul. Packed the

case and small parcel post packet of birds and dispatched

them through Agriculture and Customs. Then to work on

the last of the bush effects. Worked until midnight

getting everything in order for sailing to-morrow.

We haven’t had half the time we should have

had here. As a consequence, no letters written, no notes

and only a very few of the specimens dispatched.

Received the following letter from Dr. Mayr:

October EO, 1932

My dear Bill:

I have just returned from my European excursion

and began immediately to study your New Britain collection.

I think you can be well satisfied with your

collection which is in quality superior to anything that

Beck ever delivered. And, as you say, the quantity will

come now as you have your hands free after the sale of
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the France.

I was not here when your shipment arrived, but

apparently the smaller birds were packed, separated

from the large birds; at any rate they look splendid

and decidedly better than the small birds in your former

shipments. In fact, they do not need any more im-

proving, and are much better than most collections

coming to the Museum. I know that you were making fine

skins in the Solomons, and I was therefore sure that

the ’flatness” of many of your Micronesian skins was

either a matter of packing or insufficient stuffing. I

guess you will be glad to hear that everybody was so

pleased about your skins, and I hope your future ship-

ments will reach the same high grade. I went carefully

over all the species that tend to greasiness, and found

them very satisfactory. Only one specimen of Galli-

ooliimba was somewhat greasy, but I know that is sometimes

practically impossible to degrease them. The time spent

on degreasing will be amply repaid by the quality of the

skins. I wonder some times how much longer some of the

earlier \7hitney Expedition skins will last. Soma are

terribly grease-burned already.

A v/ord about your labels . All the labels with

long thread are being tied on shorter here in the Museum

as they got hopelessly entangled in the trays. V/e would

appreciate it if you save us this double ?^ork. An inch
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or an inch and a half between leg and label is sufficient.

Goncerning localities , we suggest an improve-

ment: "New Britain, New Guinea" is not only vague, but.

also misleading, as New Britain zoologically (and that

is the point that interests us) does not belong to New

Guinea. Every ornithologist who works on indo-austr.

birds knows such islands as New Britain, Duke of York,

New Ireland, etc.; however, we would like to have the

exact locality on the label, as Blanche Bay, or Baining

Mts., and so on. The label would thus ba for example:

"Baining Mts., New Britain, 1200 ft." It is necessary

to be so detailed as there are several cases known of

birds that occur in two different subspecies on the same

island in the Bismarck group. It is rather awkward to

look up your dairy every time one wants to know where a

certain specimen was collected. If you give us a map

with your collecting stations, we will easily find even

obscure localities.

Nov; to the systematic contents of your collec-

tion. I am surprised to see how well you identified

your species. There is hardly one misidentification.

The Accipiter are only two species of the large novae

-

hollandiae . You collected 2 ad. and 2 juv. of the

smaller rufous-necked brach:)airua (long middle toe). Acc.

braoh^narus is very rare. I don’t think any specimen has

come to this country previously. The "Porzana " of your
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list is Amaurornis olivaoea » 1'lie
" Golumba vitiensis '^ of

your list is Reinwardtoena browni , a very desirable species

of pigeon, with white underside. Heniophaps fors teri is

very desirable. All the Gentropus with white are

Gentropus ateralbus , a species with tremendous individual

variation. The barn owl is one of the prizes of the

collection, being Tyto aurantior of which only four or

five specimens were known so far. The common Tyto alba

is supposed to occur there also. I was quite pleased

that you got only one species of Nlnox , because I was al-

ways suspicious of the reports that there were two. I

have worked out the whole case recently in the British

Museum and have come to the conclusion that the only

Ninox on New Britain is N. odiosa and the only one on New

Ireland Ninox solomonis (unfortunately!
) (v/ith variegata ,

novae britannlae and novae hibernioae as synonjmis). The

big Alcyone is a fine bird and rare in collections. Ylhere

did you get it? The "grass warbler" of your list is a

stone-chat ( Saxicola ) which lives in the grasslands, and

the small reedbird is Gisticola . I hear that grassland

birds are comparatively easy shooting at dawn, when they

come up to dry their plumage. The "gray” Rhipidura of your

list is rufiventris . an apparently very common bird.

The Monarcha seem to trouble you somewhat, I will add a

key for you.
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Monarcha Key (Compare also letter of Way 3)

1, Only bluish-black and white. .. .verticalis d“

and 9. (also infelix and menokei).

S. The entire plumage black

(a) smaller with bluish gloss hebetior d

(b) larger, with greenish gloss. . .aleoto r?

3.

Brownish, grayish and whitish colors in the

plumage ... 9 9

(a) Underside pure white, crown glossy

greenish blac^. ...aleoto 9

(b) Underside grayish, crown gray. . .hebetior 9

4, Orange colors in the plumage chrysomela

5. Upperside and breast gray belly rufous....

cinerasoens

You collected 5 specimens of verticalis , 5 of

hebetior and 14 of alecto . The Paohycephala are very

welcome.

The best birds in this collection are: Dupetor ,

Henicopernls , Acoipiter braohyurus , Reinwardtoena , Heml -

cophaps , Tyto aurantia . Ninox odiosa , Alcyone websteri ,

Tanyslptera . Rhlpldura dahli , Monarcha hebetior , Pachy-

cephala , L-iyzomela erythromelas , Zosterops , Lonohura

melaina .

I realize fully the difficulty of not collecting

common birds as Halcyon sancta , Merops ornatus , Rhipidura

rufiventris
, Monarcha alecto . Aplonis and Ginnyris
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jugularis. However, you will understand our interest

not to have reduplicated too muoh what we have received

in the Rothschild collection already.

Altogether yo\ir collection contains 77 species

(including 3 specimens of Ghalcophaps s tephani and 1 of

Eudynamis ) and 53S specimens.

Fieldbook and field notes . Your field book is

a constant source of pleasure to me. It will facilitate

the working out of the collection considerably. Particu-

larly the notes on molt and on the size of the gonads, I

hope you will try to work out little life histories of all

the birds with notes on their habitai;, voice, general

habits, etc, vThich of the species travel in mixed flocks?

How far inland can coastal species by found? What are the

vertical ranges? What is the sequence of the beginning of

the morning song? \7hat birds call at night? etc., just

to mention a few points. It will life you above the

ordinary collector if you do this. I found some very

interesting and useful remarks in your notes on llicronesian

birds.

Further plans . We would like to know approxi-

mately in what sequence you plan your further movements,

I have written you in previous letters what I consider

the most important localities. The more I study the bird

life of the Bismarck group, the more I realize the im-

portance of the Admiralty Islands. l think you should
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tackle them before you go to the outlying islands.

Previous letters . I mentioned a few questions

in my previous letters to which you have not referred in

your recent letter. I do not know whether you over-

looked them or not, and want to mention them once more.

Tying of the bill in soft-billed birds (letter

of June 15th).

Sending back of all the Melanesian and Poly-

nesian maps not required any more (May 17 and June 7).

Notes on stomach-contents (letter of May 17).

Golleoting stations (letter of May 17).

Exact localities (letter of May 3).

I think you will find a few more points, if

you go through the set of letters I have written to you.

I think this covers all the vital questions. There are

many more things which I would like to know (for example

what you heard about rails and cassowaries), but I come

back to them in later letters.

I spent a very pleasant summer in Germany, and

did also some good work at several museums. I don’t

know if you have heard it already that I have been ap-

pointed Associate Curator at the .American L!useum, so you

will find me here in New York when you come back from the

wilds, 1 was certainly very fortunate in getting such

a fine position, I am trying just now to hurry off a

few half-finished manuscripts, as we will start to move

into the new building within 5 or 6 months, a task which
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will take all of our time and efforts for a long period.

How is everybody in Rabaul? Lly best regards to

Crookshank, Paatsoh, Eto.

Further good success to you,

Yours sincerely,

(Signed )
Ernst I'ayr
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Deoembc^r 16 (Friday). To Hide Bay.. All of

cur ef tacts to the Lassus and ready to sail at 11. Berner's

vessel is quite presentable after raiirerous scrubbings and

a coat of white paint. We experienced a pleasant day at

sea, v.'itliout rain.

December 17 (Saturday) Tol-Wlde Bay. Reached

Tol Plantation at noon after a short stop at Sum Sum where

Werner unloaded cargo for Peter Uterick.

Found George Naess, the owner of Tol Plantation,

at home and were urged to store all of our effects in his

place until we found a suitable camp. There is ample room

here for all of us without the least crowding. Naess has

a very large native made leaf house with 8 rooms and also

a very large veranda around the structure.

We have chosen a good place and only regret

that we didn't come to this part of the island much sooner.

The Timoipe Mountains across the bay rise to an

elevation of 5000 feet and the Saining Mountains behind us

to an elevation of 4000. We will have all the mountains

we re(^^uire if we can once get into them.

Once settles, I wrote to both Dr. Mayr and Dr.

Murphy. These letters Naess assures me he will forward

by native runner the day after Christmas, as he is often

in the habit of sending mail to Rabaue in that way.

December 18 (Sunday) Tol. Spent the whole

day with our host who elucidated upon the natives and the



:-rsW .n ia Z'S ^^bjssi vnA liuoftaj ulU o3 aJooVl* itro
t

IS aaniddiiT^.s ei/o u'i -faJ-a-et. iq tsi iLp L ''IW^u*-/v

jr::ie.‘3c>Iq a fcagnsx'ivnxa oW . J-nljeq sJid# tc ^aoo i>

.aiiST ,xie3

£8fl 9b:ff-'oT (•^jsb'tuJ'sS) VI ^ 9dm©oea

riw (iuj 2 flu;S dfi qovc diode a ledla noon da noIdfidnjuIH XoT

• >ioIi.9 dU ied ©4 iol o^-iao babaoim/ i©meW

d&dtiaiS loT lo lanwo odd ,«e©jiM ©sioeO br.uc'i

rl (li etos^le luo lo LL& ©io:‘e od bogio ©law bna oircd da

alqaia si eieriT .qmao ©Idadioo a fcra/ol ©w XiJnu aoalq

ea©A»M .anibwoTo dcaal arid diroridiw su do Ila lol anari

Xfi fana ecicoi 8 xid i w t^ei/ori laeX tbam ©vidan ejiiel js

.oiudoinda add bn^oio abnaiov ©31© I i(iov a

deiqai soslq boo^ a neaorio ovari ©K

Dce down? bnalei ©rid lo diaq airid od ©0100 j'nblb ©w Jarid

0-* ©exT XBd ©rid saOloa aniadm/oM oqlorciT ©riT

bnlri«cf aniadnuotl snxnfsa ©rid bna dsel OOC6 lo noidavai©

iadnucto ©t'J Lla ©val XXiw eV^ .OOCX> lo noidaval© a od

,aorid odnX d©a ©ono nao tw IX ©iX^poi ew

3 bna i\^V . iC ridod od odciw T .aaXJdae ©oaO

Tftwiol illw 8il aw aeitreea s^erX ai».‘daX ©aeriT .''{riqu/B

©dlo si ©fl aa .©aoiduiiriO ledla ^ab ©rid lenxu/i ©vXdan \<i

.YO’f dar.d nX ruadaH od Xiam ;^ntbnse lo dXdari arid at

lotlw ©rid dn©q£ . loT (xafcnx/E) 3 X ledweoaa

i beta a«vidi»fi ©rid roau bedabXowI© oriw daoxl ix/o ridXw



2. -jL l-j

surrounding country* Naess has been here since 1919

and acted in the capacity of Patrol officer when he first

came to this area.

December 19 (Monday) Tol. Not a possibility

of obtaining carriers for our cargo until after the holi-

days. We will remain here until after that time and then

attempt to establish camp either in the Baining Mountains

or in the Timoipes. I should much prefer to have two

camps, one in each range.

With Naess to an abandoned saw mill which lies

inland about a mile from the mouth of the Mavlo river.
tin

This consists of a non-leaking/roof. It is open to all

weather but we can overcome that by putting up wind breaks

on the windward side.

There is a wealth of river swamp country which

undoubtedly holds rails, herons and other water birds.

I believe it advisable to use this as a base camp for a

beginning.

December 20 (Tuesday) Tol. Naess tells us

that his plantation is over run with hawks. ( Acc ipt er

novae hollandiae ) . We will assist him in reducing these

and at the same time increase our series.

John visited the river area and returned with

a Dupetor f lavicollis . This one is a desirable species

and most welcome.

I visited a small patch of kunai near the sta-

tion and discovered cisticola but no finches or quails.
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December 21 (Wednesday) Tol. With Naess to

the little village of Casalia above the saw mill to have a

look at the country and appropriate carriers if possible.

The five able-bodied villagers assured us they

would come and help us the second day after Christmas.

Obtained two Scythrops from a large and tall

fruit-bearing tree. This species though often heard high

in the air is rarely if ever obtainable.

Mike and John spent the day patching up an old

flat bottomed boat which they hope to use along the swamps

and flats of the Mavlo river.

December 22 (Thursday) Tol. John while chas-

ing around in the gardens north of the plantation met with

an example of Loriculus tener and obtained it. This is

our second specimen of this most interesting paroquet. The

first one was taken in low secondary bush and this one in

an open garden. Yet I do not know to this day the habitat

of this species.

December 23 (Friday) Tol. Rain early in the

morning which delayed all attempts at hunting. All of us

got into the plantation in the afternoon and obtained 5

Accipi ter novae hollandia before we were through. There

still remains an unlimited supply of this species here among

the cocoanuts. Never in my life have I seen them so plen-

tiful .

December 24 (SaturdayO Tol. All of us collect-

ing a good number of Ducula rubr icera for our dinner on the

morrow. Three Accipiters were also brought in and made up

quickly
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December 25 (Sunday) Tol. Christmas Day -

I had the good fortune to observe a Henicopernis in fresh

plumage and obtained him, despite the day.

December 26 (Monday) Tol.

Why the English call the day after Christmas

"Boxing Day", is more than any one around here can answer.

No collecting. Considerable rain off and on helped us

with our visiting without hurting our consciencees . Every

blessed native has disappeared to a big dance somewhere.

Naess tells me that my chances of obtaining per-

manent boys is pretty slim. Up until recently a great

number were blackbirded from this area and those remaining

are very timid about making a contract. We will make a

try anyway

.

December 27 (Tuesday) Tol. About 25 boys show-

ed up from odd corners of the area and with Naess Planta-

tion line lost no time in transporting all of our effects

to the saw mill.

Once there we had a camp together in jig time.

WxPh our collapsible tables, beds and chairs we can have

a going concern within a very few minutes. George has

loaned us one of his cook boys, "Phanatype" by name, who

will take over the culinary fixtures for the present.

All of us to bed at an early hour as the mos-

quitoes are most dense and annoying here on the river

bottom just after dark. Luckily, we all have good strong

mosquito nets with us.
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December 28 (Wednesday) Mavlo. Most of

the day around camp. None of us feeling very well as the

new cook sort of poisoned us with overly strong coffee.

\

One Mr. "Paulus" from the village of "Real" came

into camp and expressed his desire of joining our staff. He

was accepted. A few birds including a Dupetor were brought

in.
December 29 (Thursday) Mavlo. Two more

dirty savages, "Franus" and"Pa met ko" joined our staff.

They were promptly put to work cutting fire wood as ^ like

a three weeks' supply on hand against the day when hard rains

set in. They always do you know.

The "boys" returned with two more Dupetors .

December 30 (Friday) Mavlo. Another boy

"Nini", who had cooked for Mr. Vic Pennyfather for 14 years,

walked into camp unannounced and chased "Paulus" and"Phana-

type" out of the house (cook). l^e immediately got to work

setting hops for bread -- made us baking powder biscuits and

had dinner ready at noon without even saying "boo" to any

one. Not a word was spoken to him all day and he announced

after supper that he would go to his house and get his blank-

ets but would be back in time to cook breakfast.

I don't know what to think of such performances

but I do know that we have a cook and a good one.

We all had a real day in the field; bringing in

ducks, rails, herons, hirundo, hawks and all sort of things.

December 31 (Saturday) Mavlo.

Arose to find a nice breakfast on the table.
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I spoke to Nini and asked him if he was the cook. He said

"Yes", so that settles it -- "Phanatype" can go back to

Naess. Paulus will understudy the rest of us as a field

representative for a while as will Franus. The other one,

"Pa met ko", blistered his hands with an axe and left camp

in a "huff".

Some more good birds including Acrocephalus today.

1933.

January 1 (Sunday) Mavlo. A very heavy

rain during the night which has caused the river to rise

within a few feet of the mill. Huge tree trunks, bushes,

debris of all sorts, are floating down to the sea.

The rain continued all day with no abating and

with indications of a week or so of strong north-west weather.

Naess has told us that we can expect a deluge at this time

of year.
Two of our natives, Paulus and Franus

,
who had

been away to their village over Sunday, returned late in

the evening in a small canoe. They followed the opposite

bank of the river until well past the mill and then cut

across the river and let the current carry them down and

over to us. I can't help but admire the way these two

boys handled their small canoe in such a rapid current.

I am sure none of us in camp could have handled such a

conveyance as well under the circumstances.

Mike, who went to Naess' place yesterday has

been cut off from camp.

January 2 (Monday) Mavlo. Arose to find
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the river over its banks and lapping away at the old boiler

at the end of the shed. We became a little uneasy and pre-

pared to evacuate if the river starts to cut in too much

from above. Rain continued all day with periodic sharp

squalls

.

There was no hope of any of us getting out of

the house. John obtained one Porzana from the shed.

January 3 (Tuesday) Mavlo.

The river has broken a new channel thru at her

mouth and is running more rapidly and freely now. We are

here marooned on a tiny island with water all around us.

Fortunately, we have plenty of food and fresh water every

where

.

Put all of the boys to work making a wind-break

on the north-west corner of the house. Mike returned after

finding a canoe to transport him over three rivers and sev-

eral bayous. Mike had a few specimens including another

Porzana .

January 4--8 Wednesday to Sunday) ^avlo.

No hunting during this period. Hard rains and

intermittent squalls kept us marooned inside the mill.

Luckily, there is plenty of old timber lying around to be

used as fire wood.

Yesterday John shot an Arnaurorius which came

up to the mill and today Mike despatched an Alcedo atthis .

January 9 (Monday) Mavlo.

The water has gone down enough for all of us

to get into the bush. During the morning I met with six

different cassowaries but couldn't obtain a one. I pre-

sume that those have been marooned in a small area during
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the floods but will disappear shortly.

The whole country around here is flat but har-

bors a variety of bush, a good stand of virgin timber can

be found most any where except small areas of about a half

acre or so which have ‘been used as native gardens at one

time but have now grown back into secondary bush.

Mike left camp at noon to go up the coast to the

Phillipine manager of Kolai Plantation. One Aquiningoe who

owns a small sail boat that we hope to obtain to carry the

James' brothers cargo to Karlai village where they will try

to get into the Timoipe Mountains and make a camp. I de-

sire above all things to get the boys established before

we get ourselves established in the Baining Mountains.

A number of good specimens were brought in today.

January 10 (Tuesday) Mavlo.

Mike still away after the boat. John and I

hunting. John obtained an Ixobrichus and a Dentrocygna

while I remained in the bush and found some desirable spec-

imens. During the morning I put up a Cassowary and shot

him three times, with the rifle Franus was carrying. After

the first shot the bird charged me and didn't stop until

the thrid one blew his head off. This ruined him as a

specimen but saved me an uncomfortable set-to with a wound-

ed bird.

An ordinary shot gun is not powerful enough unless

a specimen is met with at very close range.
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Mike returned late in the evening with an example

of Alcyone pusilla which he obtained at the edge of the

Mangroves* Mike seems to have learned the secret of ob-

taining this species.

The Phillipino forwarded to us a nice large basket

of fresh vegetables which will be most acceptable.

January 11 (Wednesday) Mavlo.

The two James boys with Paulus and Franus and the

boats crew got away with their duffle about 10; A.M. They

are to establish a camp in the Timoipe Mountains at from

2500 to 3000 feet and search for new and desirable specimens

only. As all of the more common species are now well rep-

resented we will concentrate on the more difficult ones,

from now on. I placed no limit on the length of their

camp but plan to be out of here by the first of March.

Myself hunting for the day in the bayaus and

swamps along the river and return with fair results. In

the evening obtained a night hawk. These are quite fre-

quently heard along the river at night but as yet we have

not located their regular cruising areas.

January 12 (Thursday) Mavlo. Mini, the cook,

and I hunting. We were favored with fair results in-

cluding another example of Ixobrychu s sinensis . Sent

word to the Baining tribes on top that 1 would need 30

carriers to transport our effects to Balayang. Also re-

quested the Lu lu ai up there to make us a house, before

we come up.
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After night hawks again in the evening but

failed to collect.

January 13 (Friday) Mavlo. Along the

river and back swamps all day. I put up small flocks of

the tree duck, Dendrocygna several times and on one oc-

casion shot one out of a tree and wounded it but the same

dove under the water and remained there as the common Mal-

lard duck so often does when wounded.

The heron, Dupetor . is quite common here along

the river and can be met with most any morning and evening.

The Baining natives from the village of Andamgi

came into camp with a quantity of fresh vegetables. They

tell me there aren't sufficient men in their village to

transport our cargo and insist that we will have to make

use of the Balayang people.

Obtained another night hawk tonight near the saw

mill

.

January 14 (Saturday) Mavlo. Paulus ar-

rived early in the morning with a note and an example of

Columba pall idiceps . This is the first example of this

rare pigeon that we have taken here.

Mike, in his note, tells me that he and John

are camped in a smal^ Government rest house at the village

of Karlai. The natives there are very reluctant about

carrying their effects into the mountains but both James

have hopes of getting away within a few days.
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Myself hunting in the swamps again today and ob-

tained a number of good specimens including two examples of

the little rail, For zana ,
which has the habit here of walk-

ing down to the water's edge to peer at one as he drifts

along the marshes in a canoe.

January 15 (Sunday) Mavlo. Hunting for a

time in the morning and obtained an example of Porzana

and a couple of Acrocephalus from the reeds and marshes

along the river's edge.

John sent me a juvenile Cassowary which he shot

yesterday. This one did not have the legs skinned out

nor arsenic in the fleshy side. I am sorry to say that

"the feathers were slipping when it reached me and had to

be discarded. This wasn't a serious loss as the same

was only about half grown.

A pair of natives from Balayang came down to

tell me that they were all actively engaged up there in

making a new church for the Methodist Missionary and would

not be able to transport my effects for a week or ten days.

I am pleased that they are honest about it at least.

January 16 (Monday) Mavlo. Phanatype, who

has been visiting with his friends around the harbor shore

returned to camp. I had sent him back to Naess but the

colored gentleman failed to report to his master. As long

as he is here I shall retain him.

To the river area again and also the forest on

the other side. Had a very favorable day and in the evening

obtained another night hawk.
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I can well understand why the lumber mill was

placed here on the river when I see the wealth of good trees

along the bottom land and in the swamps. The Australian

eucalyptis is the most abundant tree in the bottom lands.

Dense weeds and bushes do handicap travelling though.

January 17 (Tuesday) Mavlo. Out in a

canoe alone and obtained two tree ducks, an Ixobrichus and

another small rail Porzana . The hunting in the river area

is excellent in the early morning but absolutely no good

during the heat of the day. At such time one has eithe to

return home or go into the dense forest.

Occasionally one sees a crocodile sunning himself

on a mud bank or swimming in the water. There are several

stories regarding the disappearance of natives in the re-

gion who are supposed to have been taken by these crafty

creatures. After having seen the size of some of these

individuals I can well believe the stories. Paulus claims

that they sometimes bump the side of a canoe and attempt

to tip it over when natives are inside.

Obtained two Caprimulgus in the evening in the

spot near the saw mill.

January 18 (Wednesday) Mavlo. . Hunting

along the river again and knocked down a tree duck but that

one dove under the water and remained there, I did find

and obtain a number of good marsh birds which are helping

to complete our series of desirable species. '^he smaller

heron, Dupetor . shows such variation here that a large

series is most welcome
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Hunting in the evening near the house and ob-

tained another night hawk.

In the same patch of grassland we hear Arnaurorius_

calling every night but to date have obtained only the one

specimen. The grass is a trifle too high for us to make

a showing on this species. Our native force have cut ir-

regular paths along which we hope to obtain stray individ-

uals who leave the heavy grass to reconnoiter in the clear-

ings .

‘January 19 (Thursday) Mavlo. Rained early

in the morning though I did have time to procure a few spec-

imens from the bush before being driven into camp again.

George Naess called and brought a number of fish

which he had "shot" with dynamite. He remained through

luncheon with us before returning to his station. Naess

reports that the James' are still on the beach without pros-

pect of carriers to convey their effects into the bush.

Sent native "Franus" with a note to Kiep to pick up the

Rabaul paper from the steamer "^^irani".

January 20 (Friday) Mavlo. Into the swamp

and forest again today and obtained another Porzana among

other specimens. While in the bush I surprised a Pitta

which had hidden in the top of a low tree where it did not

expect me to look for him.

Nini, the cook was permitted to go to his vil-

lage where a pair of falcons has been reported. Unfor-

tunately he returned rather late and empty handed. He did

say that the Bainings would be down on Wednesday at the

very latest to carry us into the mountains. This was good
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news indeed, as we are now ready to get established in the

mountains again.

January 21 (Saturday) Mavlo. Franus is

playing horse somewhere along the line and Phanatype has

been sent to fetch him.

Continued in the bush in the morning and observed

a young Cassowary again but the same ran away as soon as

he saw me. I regret that it is impossible for me to get

thru the bush as quickly as one of these large birds, though

I doubt very much whether I could make more noise than they

do while about such activities.

In the evening another nighthawk put in his ap-

pearance near the saw mill and was obtained.

January 22 (Sunday) Mavlo. Franus re-

turned from Kiep about 9 A.M. with the Rabaul paper and a

little personal mail from the states. People back home

seem to be suffering from the depression.

Franus also brought a note from John. Mike has

been down with fever again and the two of them are camped

at Karlai still, with no carriers available because of a

big dance. John doesn't seem to know when they will get

away for the mountains.

Mrs. Coultas and I walked over to George Naess'

place in the afternoon and had a cup of tea with him and

back to the saw mill again before dark. I obtained a

kingfisher, Alcedo . a swift hirundo and a warbler, Acro -

cephalus during the walk
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January 23 (Monday) Mavlo. Hunting during

the day in the swamp and forest land adjoining. Did not

have much success because of the heat. The Andamgi Bainings

came into camp again with several carrier loads of taro and

sweet potatoes. These people have been very good about

keeping us supplied with food.

January 24 (Tuesday) Mavlo. The advance

party of Balayang carriers arrived in camp and announced

that the remainder of the carriers will be down in a day or

two. Their early arrivals have made a camp for themselves

up the river a couple of miles and seem quite content to

just sit and wait the arrival of the others.

Myself, hunting again today but returned with

nothing of real interest; just a Megapode and a couple of

C entrapus violaceous . The bush just now seems to be

dead with no birds anywhere.

January 25 (WednesdayO Mavlo. Hunting

early in the morning and obtained a few birds. I met the

rest of the carriers on the trail and agreed to return to

camp, pack and leave at once but the Bainings insisted up-

on a rest before returning to their village.

Returned to camp, packed all necessary effects

into 30 carrier loads and then built a long high rack near

the roof of the saw mill where the wet specimens can dry

and at the same time be free of insect pests and TMULINGS

from stray natives.

As a rule, one can leave birds and camp gear
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most anywhere without its being molested. Tobacco and

trade goods though, should be locked up when left in an

abandoned camp.

January 26 (Thursday) To Balayang.
\

Got away about 8 A.M. with 30 carriers who rushed over

the trail until almost noon. We had easy going ail of

the way with the land rising gradually. As usual we fol-

lowed a meandering mountain stream and crossed that about

30 times. /
Aftenioon the land began to rise abruptly which

soon tired the carriers; those gave out on me after an

hour or so and pitched camp for the night. Luckily we

brought one shelter tent which kept us dry during the after-

noon rain.

Along the river bottom over which we passed there

was an overabundance of good thick virgin forest. One

could not ask for a better hunting ground anywhere. Though

without natives nearby a camp here would be awkward.

January 27 (Friday) To Balayang.

Had our boys on the trail by daylight and climbed

ridges until shortly after noon whence we reached Balayang.

Here we found a tiny structure about the size of

a chicken house awaiting us. There was naught to do

but have the boys put up our tent and wait a couple of days

until the natives built us a proper house. The old chief

of the village has died so there is no one in command of

the village. The new mission boy would like to take charge
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•but I prefer to have nothing to do with him.

Nevertheless, a semi-intelligent youngster, by

name "Manus", agreed to undertake a contract and erect a

good dwelling for us for 100 sticks of tobacco, with the

understanding that the roof must not leak after being com-

pleted .

Sent out a call for native foods and received a

few scraggly pieces of taro for which the natives asked

a stick of tobacco each or three for a shilling. A small

handful of bananas according to their standards, was worth

a shilling. I attribute this attempt at robbery directly

to the new mission boy who is fresh from Rabaul and con-

sequently full of all sorts of ideas.

January 28 (Saturday) Balayang.

The inhabitants of the village, 100 at least, all

sizes and both sexes, assembled early in the morning and

began the house for us. They expect to have it completed

by tomorrow night, weather permitting.

The mission boy with the sweetest sort of look

on his face called and offered me food at twice Rabaul

prices. I lost no time in sending him back to his house

with his tail between his legs. To make my point more

effective, I recited a few verses of Scriptxire for his

benefit

.

The house came along famously with assorted

natives in the bush collecting and carrying logs, vines

for rope fastenings, poles, stringers and rafters. Others

remained in camp to build the structure.

The women kept busy carrying back-breaking loads

of plants and grasses for the roof.
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' A few other hoys were put to work clearing bush

and cleaning a fair sized area around camp so that we will

have plenty of light and air here.

Myself into the bush awhile and learned that we

are camped on top of an extensive plateau.

Good thick virgin forest is all around us 'with

some secondary bush and a f ew native gardens scattered in-

discriminately at odd intervals throughout the bush.

Several flocks of Gymnophaps were both observed

and heard flying near camp. This species makes a pecu-

liar whistling sound with their wings when in flight and

can easily be recognized. The discovery of these birds

puts me at ease regarding altitude.

January 29 (Svinday) Balayang.

Despite the Sabbatji Day, the whole village con-

tinued with the house. These people when they want to,

can perform a creditable piece of work in a short time.

Had another discussion over native foods but got

nowhere with it. Remained in camp continuously and as-

sisted with the house.

January 30 (Monday) Balayang.

Sent Nini to the village of Tilinial, about 8

miles distance, to gather up a few carrier loads of native

vegetables. We must break up this stubborn attempt at

profiteering at once. A little competition from other

villages will go a long way toward the demolition of the

clique, I think.

If Tilinial refuses, I believe I can get the na-

tives of Andamgi, 20 miles away, to contribute to our
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commissary

.

,The natives finished the house by noon and moved

all of our effects in after they had first sprinkled gen-

erous quantities of wood ashes on the floor and trampled

them into the ground with their feet. They say that wood

ashes keep ants -and other insects out of the house. Ours

is a nice structure about 30 feet long by 18 feet wide with

verandas at the two long ends of the house. The south

side is open to the sun and the north and west covered with

leaves to keep out the north-west squalls and rain that will

eventually come.

The natives were paid their tobacco with the un-

derstanding that they would repair the roof when it leaks.

A few locals were retained to clean camp and erect a good

cook house for us.

Phanatype and Franus showed up from down below

with the announcement that the James brothers are back at

the saw mill again. They can put in their time to good

advantage hunting herons and rails along the river bottom

and swamp lands.

Myself into the bush and procured a Gymnophaps .

a Reinivard toenas and Gallicolumba .jobiensis . among other

birds. I believe we will be able to add to our series

here. To the east of us, or in the direction of Tilinial

one finds nothing but virgin country and the terrain is not

badly broken with ridges and valleys either.

January 31 (Tuesday) Balayang.

Heard at least a half dozen Tytos calling during

the night, yet was unable to attract any of them and get
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- them to come near camp.

Hunting most of the day and obtained several

Gvmnophaps but these are so fat we can't work them. Later,

•near the gardens I fid obtain a falcon from a tall tree.

This one was sitting quite rigid against the trunk of the

tree and paid little attention to my approach.

Nini returned from Tilinial with enough native

foods to last us two weeks. I am in hopes that this action

will"bring shame" to the inhabitants of this village.

Nini too is breaking out with boils; an especially large

one has grown out on his shoulder. We removed him from

the house cook and put Franus to work.

Phanatype was permitted to cut firewood until

10:30 tonight, under my watchful eye and the aid of our

gasolene lantern. All of this because Phanatype has been

a naughty boy and hasn't done his work properly.

To the village in the evening. It lies down

the trail about 200 yards from our house. In all there

are some 11 houses built right on the ground and as dirty

as sin.
Most everyone has yaws and at least eight of the

older people have part or all of their feet eaten away by

this disease. Others have lost parts of their bodies,

face, arms or hands. Strangely they all appear to be

happy though they haven't walked a step for years, but

have been obliged to crawl wherever they wanted to go.

.The gardens true to form are not placed near

the village -- why, I don't know, unless it be a means or
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manner of hiding one from the other

.

There is no apparent attempt at sanitation among

this clan. Even the pigs and chickens sleep with humans.

Possibly people who exist in such s<^ualor become nomadic

to get away from the stench of communal life. There would

be wisdom in such a move.

February 1 (Wednesday) Balayang.

Franus and Phanatype were put to work cleaning

up the yard around camp and cutting firewood. As neither

of these boys are on very good terms with the Baining na-

tives I think best not to send them hunting together.

Phanatype will shortly return to the saw mill and Franus

can accompany me in the bush.

Nini the cook, has survived his siege of boils

from eating too many fitangrove apples and was permitted to

go to Tiliniel village in search of good specimens.

Myself, hunting all day in the true forest. There

are not too many trails but the forests are clean enough to

permit one to travel without too much time spent in cutting

a path. Observed a number of Ducula finschii. These are

reported as being relatively common here. Unfortunately,

this species when shot and tumbled out of a tree loses a

tremendous lot of feathers when the bird strikes the ground.

I should say that a good two-thirds of those taken must be

discarded because of loss of feathers.

Heard several Tytos again in the evening but

could not obtain an example.
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February E (Thursday) ^alayang.

Nini the cook, returned from Tilinial with the

chief of that village and a good supply of bananas, pan pan

pineapples and several kinds of greens. With this one and

a former contribution we are again at ease over native foods.

Put Franus and Nini to work on flying foxes. I

should like a series of these now so that the skulls will

have sufficient time to dry before we must transport them

to the coast.

Myself hunting on the plateau all morning and

part of the afternoon with moderately good results. Just

now the mountain Gymnophaps are very common. One often

encounters them traveling thru the forest in waves of sev-

eral hundred or more. Part of the time these will be in

the tops of trees and again encountered fluttering near

the ground.

I did obtain another example of Henicophaps

f orsteri ; this one too was found feeding on the ground,

and flew but a few feet before lighting on the lower limb

of a tree, the better to observe my intrusion.

February 3 (Friday) Balayang.

Phanatype was despatched to the saw mill to as-

sist the two James brothers in their pursuit of specimens.

I believe we can do much better here without his services.

Franus his countryman, will remain here to carry

my hunting bag while I am in the bush. Both of these

^engen natives were heartbroken when they learned that they

would be separated.
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The Doctor boy of this village, "Brit” by name,

returned from a prolonged expedition in the bush. I sus-

pect him of having been in the country behind the volcano

Father, where spasmodic fighting is still going on. Brit

is apparently the leader of this clan. He lost no time

in advising me that we were to have all of the native foods

that we require.

Myself hunting to the south and west of camp

where one encounters a considerable area of garden land

and secondary bush. I obtained a fine example of the

long-tailed cuckoo

.

Eudynamis scolopacea , among other things.

The Baining villagers kept us awake all night

with a tremendous dance and festival. I am positive that

they were cooking and eating human flesh during the night

too

.

February 4 (Saturday) Balayang.

Every blessed native around the place except

Franus slept all day; hence no work done. Myself hunting

with Franus but had only moderate results. There are

all kinds of common varieties of species but precious few

desirable ones available.

I am confident that the rail Habopteryx is here

in the little valleys as I have heard him screaming at all

hours of the night.

I was able to obtain a number of local names of

birds during the evening.

February 5 (Sunday) Balayang.

Rained off and on all day which allowed all of

us to remain in camp with easy consciences.
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The Bainings continued all night with their

dancing again and were, as a consequence, conspicuous by

their absence during the day.

Mrs. Coultas reports that yesterday morning at

about 10 o'clock, a large Tyto flew within a few yards of

camp before retiring into the secondary bush again. She

was unable to locate it after going into the house for her

410-gauge shot gun.

February 6 (Monday) Balayang.

Despatched four natives with foodstuffs to the

James brothers at the saw mill. The latter appear to

be having difficulty obtaining edibles from the locals

down there.

Another crew went to work adding leaf to our

roof. It had settled during the week and required more

material

.

When leaving camp this morning I beheld a won-

derful view of the mountains to the westward so put Franus

and natives to work clearing the area in that direction

in order that we may have a good view of these mountains

from our camp, both in the early morning and late evening.

With ^rit today to the true forest to the north

of camp where the former has assured me that falcons are

obtainable at times. We found no falcons in the forest

nor in the sparse clearings that one meets with in travel-

ing along the more or less plateau country. Our bag in-

cluded Ducula f inschii . Gymnophaps , two Tanyciptera and the
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common Accipiter novae hollandla *

The bush wren, OrtYROcichla . appears to be mod-

erately common here also as his rattling alarm note is

often heard in the little valleys that have been cut by

mountain streams. Try as we will we do not seem to be

able to locate this species.

Brit also has agreed to send all available small

boys out to set traps and snares for the rail Habopteryx .

February 7 (Tuesday) ^alayang.

Sent Nini and two small boys to a cave to the

west of the native gardens where the small swift Collocalia

esculenta is reported to roost. These three returned

late in the evening with only one juvenile specimen and the

report that they could not catch or knock down the adults.

The small cave, it appears, is nothing more than over-

hanging rocks along a small mountain stream bed.

Myself hunting with Brit but obtained only mod-

erate results. One good specimen of Ducula f inschii

and a long-tailed Tanyciptera. As sometimes happens, one

can travel all day thru the forest and scarcely hear or

see a bird,

February 8 (Wednesday) Balayang.

•^'he bush cleaners finished off their task con-

sequently we now have an admirable view of the Timoipe and

the Nakanai mountains as well as the three volcanoes: the

Father, North Son, and South Son.

Considerable rain off and on all day again which

hampered our activities in the bush. Brit and I spent all
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morning in the vicinity of the gardens chasing a falcon

but unfortunately could not come within shot gun range

of him.

^QQQiVi €L collsction of pigoons* storn8.chs which

we will dry in the sun and later place in little cheese

cloth bags for shipment to the Museum.

February 9 (Thursday) ^alayang.

Sunshine with strong southeasterly squalls in

the early morning. The latter drove away the sand flies

which are especially bothersome during the heat of the

day

.

Franus, who was permitted to go hunting alone

in quest of the bush wren, Ortygocichla . dragged himself

into camp about 10:30 A.M. with a badly torn knee cap.

He had been crawling over a wet log, over a ravine when

he slipped and plunged about 40 feet to the bottom. I

arrived home at noon, placed his leg in splints and later

secured the same with generous wrappings of adhesive tape.

Franus was then put into an improvised bunk and told to

stay there. I learned that during the morning, the

cripple had crawled well over a mile with his injured mem-

ber before he reached camp.

Myself with ^rit had moderately good success in

the bush. The falcon which we have been chasing was

obtained at the ddge of the garden area. This makes the

second specimen from this locality. The stomach contents

were made up entirely of small bats. A number of other

desirable birds were also procured.
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February 10 (Friday) Balayang.

Franus is some better. i^e has devised a pair

of crutches out of saplings and insists upon walking about

camp. We are both astounded at the recuperative powers of

these natives.

This was a red letter day for me. Early in the

morning while hunting east of camp, I sighted a large fe-

male Tyto with her head sticking out of a hole, well up

in a large tree. I shot the bird which tumbled back in-

to the hole. This necessitated our setting to work chop-

ping down the tree before the specimen was obtained.

In the afternoon while collecting in the garden

area, I surprised an adult Cassowary and obtained that.

This bird kept us busy most of the night, skinning and

degreasing. Several natives assisted- us by holding the

skin while we scraped and worked. Once cleaned we

washed the whole thing in gasolene, then inserted sticks

and bamboos in the neck and body to hold the skin apart

so that it might dry more quickly. One Cassowary is an

18 hour job for two people. Once cleaned we simply hung

it under the roof to dry as expediently as possible.

Two Mission boys from the vicinity of Malabunga,

reached here tonight in a very foot-sore condition.

They informed us that they had spent 2| days on the trail.

This is the same one that we wanted to take last year

from our camp in the Central Baining valley.

February 11 (Saturday) Balayang.

Our first day of continuous sunshine since we

have been in camp here. The south-east is still blowing



.SfU8'i4»X«Q OX

aq « jQSOiv^b eH erace el «i/nayi
t *

a ^nlaJXjBw «oqu eJaisnl bOA eanllq^e lo ^yo eeiioJino “to

5Woq 9vl^B^»qyi)e^ eriJ l>ebnMoJ^eja riiod e’j* ©IT ,qm©o
‘

»

.aeviiljan ©eerl^

it ^iT42 *tffl not nol;^sI ben jb ea* elriT

o^'xeX A D».litsXe I ,qffl£o to Jea© gal.tnyff ©Xlilw ^almoai

jy ll^yt ^9loA q lo J^oo
. 3nl>{ol<}e fceeri nsri dJiw oJ-yT ©Xiwa

ioAd boldtuj^ riolriw bnld ed^ Jorie I - .©end ©gn©X e ni

> 3»ncw oJ srtiJJ^ee nyo bedoJXeeeoen elriT .eXoil s£W od

,btal&ddo aoe nenloeqa ad^ ©noted eenj edJ nwob g/3lq

i©a odd' ext afllwoeiXoo ©Xltiw noomsJtA edJ al

rerid boniedrio fare y^newoeefiO dXwbe ne bo8l*iq*xye I ,«©n©

>ne gfiloflt^a .drigln ©rid to iBom \eyd ay dqesf bnid siriT

i gnibXori ey bedeJeaa esvldan Xenevse .gnlaestgeb

ew beneeXo eonO ,b©jlnow bat beqenoe ew ©Xlriw nljfa
*

*
?

'

5 lda bedieenl nariJ .©rteXoaeg ni gnirid ©Xorte erid bedeew

leqe ni^a ©rid bXori od ^bori bn« >loen add ni »ocri»ecf bne

b 1 vnewoBeeO enO ,\l^otup eno® driglB di derid oa

1 \Xqaia #w beneeXo eonO .eXqoeq owd not tfo^ ixxori 61

.©Xtfleaoq ee yXdneXbeqxe se ynb od loon erid nebny di

*

t/riaXsM lo xdifxtoiv ©rid moil axod noieelM

.noldibnco ©noe-dool in©y « at driglood eneri berioeen
*

nd ©rid no a^eb 4s dneqa beri >^ortJ derid ew Leanctni

^»9X dael ©^d od b©dn«« aw darid ©no ©mtia ©rid al eiriT

^ .^©ilay aoiniBfl landneO ©rid ni q»ao ni/o ncil

.gnax®^*Q (Ttfibni/doS) IX

9 ©onle ©ntriafttiB atfounidnoo to yab d©nn



^vTO

•with bonsiderable rain on the coast. We have none here

but we can smell it even at this distance.

Finished the Cassowary early in the morning and

slept a few hours. In the afternoon, hunting again

but with meager results.

A new boy, "Manus", has been given a gun and

sent in search of rails, bush wrens and desirable spec-

imens .

February 12 (Sunday) Balayang.

Awakened this morning to learn that Franus has

disappeared during the night, undoubtedly in the direction

of his home. He was thoroughly discouraged with his

lot and insisted several times on leaving. I was afraid

to let him lest he injure his torn knee cap.

Shot and obtained a beautiful grey hawk, which

turned out to be a new species, as this one chased a

Philemon across the cleared area near camp. The natives

tell me that this species is rarely seen around here.

Manus returned from a short trip with an ex-

ample of Ceyx lepidus . This little kingfisher is ex-

tremely difficult to find. To date we have been unable

to locate their roostijag holes in the soft clay banks of

mountain streams.

February 13 (Monday) H^iayang.

Spent the whole blessed morning trying to out-

wit a bush wren but without success. They hide so suc-

cessfully one just cannot locate them. ^'‘ative Mein du

did obtain an example in the mele^ which resulted around

the bush pile into which we chased them.
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i^anus returned in the afternoon with a splendid

example of the sea eagle Haliaetus leucogaste£ which he

discovered sleeping in a tall tree. This particular bird

had consumed an opossum which we took from its stomach in a

more or less complete condition.

Nini was permitted to go to Tilinial again in

search of falcons.

In the afternoon I obtained an example of Rein-

ivard toenas brownii which I discovered in a rocky area

in a deep ravine. Mr. John James had previously found

the single egg of this specimen on a bare stone along a

rocky ledge in a deep ravine which has given us an indi-

cation of the habitat of this species.

February 14 (Tuesday) ^alayang.

Myself not hunting. Spent the morning finish-

ing up the eagle and then found too much rain pouring down

to make collecting worth while.

February 15 (Wednesday) ^aiayang.

Manus turned in another eagle which kept me en-

gaged all morning. More rain again today though I did

manage to get out and secure another cuckoo, Eudynamis .

Nini returned from Tilinial without specimens.

He reports conditions too wet in the bush for collecting.

The area where he hoped to find the rail, Habopteryx ,
is

now flooded with water.

Quantities of fresh vegetables have been coming

in. I must say that Brit is looking after our interests

very well.
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George Naess has returned from Rabaul and has

forwarded mail on to us including two letters from Mayr

under date of November 18, 1932 and December 8, 1932,

which are recorded here:

November 18, 1932.

Dear Bill

:

The two parcels of small birds have arrived

today and we find the specimens in good condition. The

way you tie your labels at present meets with our approval.

However, the cotton was wrapped around some of the birds

too tightly, thus cutting the feathers around the hind-

neck, so please try to avoid this in the future.

I was delighted with the fine series of several

of the rarer species as Micropsitta, Collocalia, Ceyx,

Rhipidura dahli, Pachycephala ,
Zosterops, and particularly

about the four specimens of the endemic genus Ortygocichla

The larger birds have not yet arrived but I see from your

field book that you enlarged the series of such desirable

birds as Pitta, Accipiter, Ninox, Baza, Eudynamis and Heni

cophaps. ^^ew to our collection seem to be the species

of Falco, the yellow-legged Porzana, and the buf f-breasted

Accipiter. I will write you what they are as soon as

your shipment arrives.

I am very glad you succeeded in getting some

rails, as Dr. Sanford is keen about them and always asks
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first, "How many rails did he get?". The most import-

ant rail from New Britain is Rallus insignis. Looking

over the list of specimens sent in by you I notice that

you have still missed some of the known species from New

Britain, such as Nos. 1, 34, 71, 86, 113, 123, 124, 145,

173, 175, 177, 187, and 216 of the list of New Britain

birds I sent you.

The Baining Mountains do not belong to the cen-

tral range, and I am afraid your collection of New Britain

birds will remain incomplete if you don't succeed in pene-

trating to the high mountains in the interior of the is-

land. It is also possible that certain species of birds

are only found on the south shore of New Britain. It

might be advisable, therefore, to go to southern New Britain

and penetrate from there into the interior. A longer stay

on the Gazella peninsula would result in too much redupli-

cation of your series. In New Ireland you can cut out

the lowland altogether, except perhaps for a short stay

upon Kavieng and Nusa Island. Lowland birds from that

island are well represented in the Rothschild Collection,

but the series of mountain birds are rather small, and

even new discoveries are possible. After the completion

of New Britain and New Ireland, an extended stay in the

Admiralty Group would be your most important task. If

time and money allqw, we would like you to undertake the

outlying islands as the last point in the Bismarck Archi-

pelago program.



J “jory#/ S90" -si i.iil \^nA';. <.c
"

ai^ooJ ._£ns-C3fli 2uiX«;i .i niK3i".Q nt'-l r"ii i£i>T ;a4

saw SOiJcr. I JJ'O ,• ; iii an'^mlofMju lo J’ell •<!<; levo

M mo'il a»J:o6<?2 nwonJi : i>J 'l:r omwB bO 'vim xilia *Vi/l i-'o^

M .frSX ,511 ,
'i* xiot/r ,ntJi]tie

nib* I'lQ. wsM o <3
• ' X e'«l<3 "lo 3IS b (’Tdl ,TVX ,CTX ,wVX

.uo\ ^r.'je I efciM

©0 oJ gftoI©cf wva cb exi£&Jm;oM saiftiJfS ^.'T

i^e W;i^ “io noiXoalloo iuo\ .'ca I bcv^.

q ni b*©o:>i'c; w'fiob iJO^ eXoiqmoTnJ r^xsAJ^T IliW ab^td

i ©rfX Ic noX'tMJnl ©iij csi anijQJnuos rls^^ SnUan-t

i i to adio«qe nt-isi'ioo -latiS ©Xdiasoq osXe ei JI .bnaX

I we’rl To t'^orte siduca edJ no bm/c'^ **'*

5 w©M m9r:3;ro& oJ , enotsifc.'lvt .©Idssivb* jrlaini

noj^ioX A .noiTsXni ariJ oini oneii^ mo^l ©XaTXsnsq bn£

ijL®i xioum CC4 ni 4lx/e"--i bXt/ow aXs'anin^q «XX©s/sO ©ri4 no

c Xyo neo wo't dxibIstI ’'©W nl . ~i^e^ il'Ov to nci4fio

oja s^oda a not sqAiinsq wqoox© ,neri4©ao4X® bnelwol ©rtt

ffionl abnXd bfwIwc-» .bnoiel auoH bn© snaivaJi noqx/

,X3o©XXoO fcXirloeriJoH -rid ni beJnaeenqsn XX®w an© bnaXei

ba* .Xlama n-nJen an® ebnid niB.nuon tc aainas atiJ Jud

txaiqffloo naJtA ,©Xdiaaoq ©ain-vooeib a©a neve

ni \b.<. bebneXX^ - .oneienl »©W bna nia^ina weM Ic

il 4 uvi-TOuT.i 480 (It nucv ©d bXuow qyotO .s^-tiabA

r;j
oJ b. v ©>iil M.r-: v ©w .wpXXa xenoo, bna eml4

vonA ni 4nloq 4^sX erI4 a. abna:el anX^X^^c

, , . 0*10 cii:-©q



-2 vJ'V

We have had no letter from you in the last two

months, but I suppose that there is one on the way. In

my last letter of October 20, I have asked you a good many

questions and have sent you a few suggestions about im-

proving your collection. I would like you to comment on

these points in your next letter to me. We also would

like to know if you are in good health and if you have to

make any suggestions about possible changes in the work

of the expedition.

There is very little to tell you from here.

Everybody is busy getting things ready for moving into

the new building, which will take place some time during

the next year. I am busy completing my list of New Guinea

birds which I hope to have ready for publication within

four or five months. Hamlin is still at Yale, and I

expect to see him tomorrow when I go up to New Haven for

the Yale-Harvard game.

Hoping to

best wishes, I am.

have word from you soon, and with

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Ernst.

Mr. William F. Coultas,
Whitney South Sea Expedition,
Rabaul, Territory of New Guinea.
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December 8, 1938.

’Dear Bill;

The third shipment of New Britain birds ar-

rived on Saturday and pleased us tremendously. The skins

were in excellent condition, and the shipment contained

many rarities. I was particularly delighted with the

three specimens of the buff —breasted Accipiter
,
with the

two hobbies, and with the two Alcyone, and fine series of

Pittas. Your skins are excellent and everybody in the

department came to admire them.

I have gone over some of your previous ship-

ments, for example your Palau birds. You don't need to

worry much about the shearwaters. I reexamined them and

found them in very good shape. They are not a bit grease

burned. The only birds that appear to be greasy are some

doves and pigeons.

I have prepared for you a complete list of

the birds known from New Britain with indications of the

number of specimens so far collected. You can readily

see that we do not need any more specimens in some of the

more common species. In the rarer birds a series of

up to 40 specimens is all we want. The Museum might run

into trouble if anybody sees the series of 71 Ninox col-

lected by you.

Looking over this list you will find some
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species that have not yet been collected by you. They may

be divided into four groups — first, high mountain birds.

To this group belongs the mountain thrush as the only high

mountain bird so far known from New Britain. I hope, how-

ever, that an investigation of the mountains of central

New gritain, will yield more. I realize that the moun-

tains on New Britain are not as high as those fovind on New

Ireland and on some islands in the Solomon group. However

1800 meters is sufficient altitude to give these mountains

a certain alpine character. You should be able to find

a species of Phylloscopus
,
the mountain pygmy parrot, Gymno

phaps, Erythrura, and possibly more unknown species.

It is impossible to say before hand whether or

not there is a distinct mountain fauna on New Britain.

However, an invesyigation of these mountains is of great

zoogeographical importance, even if the number of real

mountain birds should be very small.

Looking over the map of New Britain I find that

the highest mountains are 'Father' and another neighboring

mountain. However, if I remember well, both these moun-

tains are volcanoes, and the same is true for the mountains

on the Talasea peninsula. It is doubtful if these vol-

canoes have the complete mountain fauna. According to

my map there are two higher mountain ranges in central New

Britain, one called the Nakanai Mts., south of Commodore

Bay, and another one called the 7/hitemaa range about south
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•of Talasea. Both ranges seem to be slightly closer to

the north shore, but I was told that they are more access-

ible from the south coast. Whiteman range is supposedly

in the territory of rather hostile natives, but I was told

that the Nakanai Mts. are in a region of friendly natives.

You will be better able to decide where to go after having

consulted with the local experts.

Second group — Grassland birds are also still

rather poorly represented in your collection. I am par-

ticularly anxious to get a series of the quail and of the

Hemipode (Turnix). You also have not yet collected any

Magalurus, and only one specimen of Sexicola. Grassland

birds are very difficult to obtain, particularly the quails

and hemipodes, and we will fully appreciate your efforts

to enlarge our series in those species.

Third -- The same is true for birds living in

swamps. I have mentioned in a previous letter that Dr.

Sanford is very keen about rails, and it seems to be im-

portant to spend some time in a swampy region to increase

your series of rails and other fresh water birds. There

is a very interesting reed warbler on New Britain (Acro-

cephalus). This bird is very difficult to obtain.

I succeeded in getting a series of 6 specimens during a

short visit on New Britain by employing the following

method: I sent two or three boys through the reeds

chasing the bird in my direction while I was waiting quiet-

ly on the other edge of the swamp

.
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Fourth: — Birds of the sea shore. This group

has been well collected by Eichhorn and you don't need to

bother about this group of birds.

What are your observations about the New Britain

bee-eater? There is an endemic species of bee-eaters

found on New Britain which has not been obtained by Eich-

horn, and of which we would like to have a series. So

far you have only sent specimens of the Australian bee-

eater. The New Britain bee-eater is characterized by a

golden brown on the undersurface. You have sent a fine

series of the glossy swiftlet, but you have not yet come

across the two species of dull-colored swiftlets which

are also found on New Britain.

I would like to call again to your attention

that Father Meyer on Uatom is an excellent ornithologist

with a nice private collection, and I am sure that he can

give you a great deal of useful information. His island

can be reached without much difficulty from the mission

station on the mainland opposite Uatom.

The highest mountains on New Ireland are close

to the southern end of that island. Eichhorn has made a

good collection of lowland birds on New Ireland. He has

also collected a few mountain birds, but it is quite pos-

sible that you will make some more discoveries on these

mountains. The bird fauna in south New Ireland seems
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to be slightly different from that on the northern end

of the island. There are several species known to occur

only in the Kavieng region, as for example, Lonchura hun-

steini ,
Myzomela nigrita rarasayi, and Halcyon chloris nusae.

I think it would be worth while to spend a few weeks in

the Kavieng region to collect the northern end of New Ire-

land and the small islands of the strait between New Ireland

and New Hanover. I have prepared for you a complete list

of all the species of land and fresh water birds known

from New Ireland, and by comparing this list with the list

of the New Britain birds you can see which species are

identical on both islands and which are different.

I am sending you with the same mail a series of

notes on birds of the Bismarck group which I prepared last

summer. It comprises most of the larger birds up to the

cuckoos. Pressure of time prevents me from completing

this card catalogue, and I am sending it to you now as it

is. I hope that it will be of some use to you. I am

tremendously interested in the work you are doing, and I

appreciate any information on your activities. I will

write you again as soon as I hear from you.

With all best wishes and hoping you are in

good health, I am.

Mr. William F. Coultas,
Whitney South Sea Expedition,
Rebaul, Territory of New Guinea.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Ernst Mayr.
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F^ebruary 16 (Thursday) Balayang*

Despatched a number of carriers who will take

native foods to the James brothers at the saw mill and

will return with flour and other commestibles which Naess

has brought with him from Rabaul.

Myself hunting to the east of camp in the good

heavy forest where I obtained a number of good specimens.

In the evening while searching for rails in the

secondary bush just south of camp, I put up a night hawk

( Caprimulgus ) and obtained the same. This is indeed an

unusual find at this altitude as we have never heard the

bird calling at night in this vicinity. Probably this

species hides here in the mountains during the day and

flies down to the sea coast at night.

February 17 (Friday) Balayang.

With Mrs. Coultas down the trail to the east of

camp. Unfort\mately the bush was dead and dry which made

collecting all the more difficult. We did obtain a

pair of Accipi ter novaehollandia , a Tanysiptera , and one

Graucalus sublineata. The latter are always found in

high trees and are most difficult to obtain.

February 18 (Saturday) Balayang.

Native Nini who has promised to make a one year

paper or contract with us has informed me that the German

missionary down on the coast wants him to join the mission

school and become a native catacist. Apparently we are

to get no boys from this district.
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‘ Native Manus brings in an example of the river

kingfisher, Alcyone websteri . I had hardly expected

to find this species at this altitude.

Myself hunting with 'Brit', and with a fair

degree of success including a beautiful example of My_r i^s-

t icicivora .

February 19 (Sunday) Balayang.

No collecting today. Remained in camp and

checked over dried specimens. Those which were condi-

tioned were placed in tin trunks ready to be transported

back to the coast.

February 20 (Monday) Balayang.

Nini, the cook, has come down witha bad dose

of pneumonia. Mrs. Coultas is doctoring him with hot

milk (Libby's evaporated) and rubbing his chest with

Vick's vapo rub. In all probability the boy will pull

thru

.

Myself hunting with 'Brit' to the forest to

the north again. 7/e have adopted a policy of working

in circles. The day was fairly successful with Gymno -

phaps . Henicophaps and several examples of Myzomela

erythromelas .

The natives, from time to time, have caught

small birds with the sap of the bread fruit tree which

they smear along the limbs of small flowering trees.

Those specimens obtained have always been in such a mu-

tilated condition that I could not save them. Hence

I have discouraged the activities of the boys.
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February 21 (Tuesday) Balayang.

Have engaged the services of one "Charley" who

will do the cooking and look after Nini.

Brit and I out before daylight in quest of Casso-

waries . We have located a tall fruit bearing tree where

these birds come to eat. None made their appearance this

morning. Later in the day I did obtain another example

of the new Accipiter ( princepsj This one was found roost-

ing well up in a tall tree and was not the least alarmed

by our presence near him.

Manus brought in another example of Alcyon e

Webster i which he found along a mountain stream to the

north of us.

During the afternoon Manus and I visited the

same mountain stream and obtained a pair of Reinivord toena

browni . These, as usual, were feeding on small purple

berries of a low tree near a mountain stream.

Heard several Tytos again this evening but I

couldn't induce any of them to come within shot gun range.

February 22 (Wednesday) Balayang.

A new boy, Sandow, comes to work for us. We in-

formed this young gentleman that his services are not re-

quired but he remains. Probably, after a few days, as is

usually the case he w'ill drift away from camp.

Nini is no better. Brit. informs us that he will

not eat.
Myself hunting with Manus all day along the small
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rivers. 'We obtained one example of Alcyone websteri which

is the species we were hunting for.

One native brings in an example of a very elonga-

ted banded black rat which I have never seen before.

February 23 (Thursday) Balayang.

Brit and I visited the ravine to the west of

camp in quest of small swifts. We are not successful.

The so-called cave is only a few overhanging ledges under

which the swifts roost at night. During the day they

remain high in the air and are obtainable with a 410 gauge

gun and chest shot. We will have to wait until we get

back to the coast before collecting these swifts.

Manus returned with another example of Alcyone

websteri . I am going to let him remain with those until

he procures a good series.

Mrs. Coultas dragged poor Nini out of the boys'

house in the village and brought him to our house cook.

I actually think the dirty devils in the village wanted

Nini to die, so they could have a big festival and eat

him. If we can save the boy's life I am afraid we will

not be very popular with the village.

February 24 (Friday) Balayang.

A young man showed up this morning with a juvenile

example of Acciplter luteoschi s taceous which he had chanced

upon while it was feeding on small prawns in the river.

The native wounded the bird with an ax and increased our
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collection thereby

Myself alone in the ravine and secondary bush

in search of Habopteryx and the bush wren, Ortygocichla »

These ravines are none of them more than 20 to 30 feet

below the level of the surrounding terrain but they do

harbor possibilities of desirable species.

The abundance of leeches in this area must be

mentioned here. We had encountered a few in the foot

hills of the Baining Mountains during our first camp on

New Britain; again in the Nakanai Mountains. They were

met with periodically above 3000 elevation. But on this

plateau of 2500 feet above sea level they became the curse

of our life in the field.

These little pests which do not measure more

than a quarter to a half inch in length are met with every

where in the bush. They are located on the ground on stones

and logs and on low bushes and vines.

Either in dry weather or wet, in dry places and

in damp areas alike, they are encountered in profusion.

After a quarter of an hour on the trail or in the bush,

one can pick off as many as 50 or more from one shoe and

puttee

.

The inconvenience of removing these parasites

is a continuous one from the time one enters the bush

until he leaves. -^eft alone, these little blood suckers

will burrow between the folds of one’s puttees or thru

the eyelets of one's shoes.

Once these have reached a person's flesh and
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have begun suction a nasty sore spot is bound to follow.

Especially in this part of the world do all scratches,

chafed places and abrasions about the feet and legs turn

septic and enlarge rapidly.

A drop of turpentine, a burning match or lighted

cigarette will enable one to rid himself of his unwelcome

guest quite readily.

The application of generous quantities of Ichthyol

ointment over the open wound and that held on the sore

with a good strong bandage, will do more to eliminate

the spread of infection than any other medicant we tried.

Usually from three weeks to a month's time is re-

quired to heal a wound inflicted by one of these leeches.

My only results for the day were one good ex-

ample of Ducula finschii.

Both rails and bush wrens are tremendous time-

wasters but I can think of no other way of obtaining

specimens than searching long and diligently. Since

coming to Balayang both the natives and myself have built

numbers of smalj. leaf blinds where we can hide and watch

for ground species. The actual time consumed while

waiting in one of these structures is tremendous and is

so discouraging in results that I can hardly afford to

do it.

February 25 (Saturday) Balayang.

Myself up several times during the night, attempting
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to obtain an example of Tyto aurantia . There are three

or four individuals of this species which visit the clear-

ing around our camp every night in search of rats. One

hears their call at all hours of the night. These birds

are though sharp enough to take to flight before one can

walk or sneak to within gun range.

John James arrived in camp at 5:30 P.M. after a

long hard' day on the trail. He reported that Mike had

worn out his shoes and couldn't accompany his brother.

The flour which we ordered didn't arrive; only

the bill for the same reached us.

John reports the hunting very mediocre down on

the coast. Rain has kept them indoors much of the time.

John did locate the roosting tree of Falco me xanogenyfe

but the birds were too high in the air for him to pull down.

February 26 (Sunday) Balayang.

John and I were up, off and on all night chasing

examples of the large owl, Tyto , but without success.

These birds were entirely too wary for us.

^'^ative Nini has worked up a real good sweat for

the first time which practically assures us that he will

survive

.

Intermittent rains all day. We have been for-

tunate so far in having our hardest rains on Sundays.

Even with these we were able to spend quite a bit of time

in the bush looking for rails.

February 27 (Monday) Salayang.

Native Charley deserted the cook house long

enough to beg a gun and run away into the bush to procure
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.an adult specimen of the large sea eagle, Haliaetua

leucogaster . Charley had seen the bird light in a

tree and knew exactly where to go for it. I would

probably have spent an hour finding the tree after I

had reached the general locality of the bird.

John spent the day with us hunting the ravines

and tiny valleys, thickets and swampy areas for rails but

without results of any consequence.

February 88 (Tuesday) Balayang.

John had planned to leave today but the rains

and north-west weather prohibited him from getting away.

I have a suspicion that we are about due for a siege of

north-v/est weather as we have had almost two months of

fairly decent conditions here.

Manus returned with another example of Alcyone

websteri but nothing else. I spent hours grumbling at

the boys about snares for rails. They grew quite pro-

voked and insisted that they had had traps out for over

a month.
At odd intervals all of us got into the bush

but never far from camp.

March 1 (Wednesday) Balayang.

Considerable wind with spasmodic squalls of

rain. John goes out for the day and returns with chills.

He is put to bed and given numerous cups of hot bouillon

which soon straighten him out. John did find a Rein-

ivard toenas which can be saved as a specimen.

The natives have practically all disappeared.-
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where they have gone is a mystery. Charley and Nini

are the only ones in camp. Manus turned in his gun last

night after filling the cook house with commestibles

.

Myself out in the afternoon and became lost in

the secondary bush. This was because of a fog which set-

tled down and prevented me from seeing where I was going.

I did find my way home just at dark by listening for voices

of natives and howling of dogs.

March 2 (Thursday) Balayang.

An unusually good day of sunshine. John spent

the whole of his time in the bush for rails and returned

a very discouraged man. God knov/s we have put in enough

time if we could only locate the material. John too,

visited the swampy area in the direction of Tilinial where

rails are reported periodically.

I had the good fortune to return with a Heni -

copernis which I found resting in a low tree. This

individual had become entangled in a large spider web

which made a mess of his feathers.

Charley went out for a short time and returned

with a number of specimens including an example of

Eurystomas orientalis . This species is rarely observed

here. Charley reports finding a feeding tree of Casu-

t»uilt himself a leaf house at the base of

this tree where he can sit and wait for the bird.

March 3 (Friday) Balayang.

This was a most eventful day all around.

Charley visited his leaf house just before daylight —
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while waiting there he shot an eagle which settled in

a tree near by. Later, a Cassowary came along and

Charley fired at the bird. The latter, angered by such

treatment charged the native. Charley using his shot-

gun for a club, struck the bird, bent his gun into a "U"

shape and ended up by choking the Cassowary to death.

By the time we saw him I believe he had more

dirt and blood on his body than the bird had on his.

We patched ^ Charley's wounds with Ichthyol ointment,

adhesive tape and sent him to his bed for the day.

Nini, fired with jealousy over this good fortune

of Charley's, crawled off his death bed and disappeared

into the bush to return with an example of Habopteryx.

The first specimen of this species we have located here.

The Cassowary , eagle and rail kept us busy all

day and most of the night. We found that the generous

application of wood ashes, saturated with gasolene, acted

as the best possible ingredient for removing the grease

and fatty tissue from the skin of such a large bird as

this Cassowary .

Like vultures, the village natives returned

from the bush to help us rough out the Cassowary ,
knov/ing

that they might have the body to use for a feast and

dance later. Any performance like this one of Charley

warrants a sing-sing and festival.

John spent most of the day in the swampy area

near Tilinial and returned with a few specimens includ-

ing Sallicolumba jobiensis .
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fflarch 4 (Saturday) Balayang.

John left for the saw mill at daylight. Rain

began shortly after his departure so I presume he had a

very uncomfortable trip down. Myself in camp all day

finishing off the eagle and Cassowary

Manus and 'Brit’ hunting together, returned with

some good specimens including the large black Accipi ter

meyeriannus . This is a species I have been trying to

obtain ever since I first came to the island. The natives

of the Baining valley informed us of this bird and reported

it from their area. Also the natives of the Nakanai Moun-

tains told us of the occurrence of meyeriannus in their

mountains also.

March 5 -- 16 inclusive. Balayang.

During this period we were besieged with rain

and strong north-west winds. It was necessary for us to

erect shelves and swinging platforms, surround these with

blankets and keep fires burning underneath the birds night

and day; otherwise the wet specimens would have rotted

in such damp weather. The freshly skinned Cassowary

was our hardest problem until we directed the heat of the

fire thru a funnel into the inside of the drying skin.

One Habopteryx was trapped and brought in during

the rainy spell.

The natives were most accommodating in erecting

wind-breaks, piling more leaves, logs and stones on the

roof of our house to keep the driving rain out of camp.
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March 17 (Friday) Balayang.

The weather broke sufficiently for us to get

everything we owned into the sun which dried all equip-

ment favorably and rapidly.

The birds have come thru very well and with the

exception of a few places on the neck and head of the Casso-

wary, no epidermis was found to have slipped on any spec-

imens .

Our clothing, bedding etc., were covered with mil-

dew and damp, but that was soon eradicated by the sun.

I concluded to break camp at once and get back

to the Mavlo river and into Rabaul. We have now spent

more time in this area than I had planned though we are

still a long way from having as complete a representation

of species as I should have liked.

Sent 'Brit' and 'Nini
' ,

'Manus' and 'Charley'

in all directions to round up boys to hump our cargo

down to the saw mill on Monday. 'We will have things

dry by that time, I hope.

March 18 (Saturday) Baiayang.

Put all of the specimens in the sun again and

went hunting for the day. A Henicophaps and an Alcyone

webs teri were obtained in the forest to the eastward but

no sign of Habopteryx . No natives were sent collecting.

March 19 (Sunday) ^alayang.

After weeks of tantalizing efforts, I at last

obtained a beautiful male example of Tyto aurantia from

the dead tree just east of the house. This specimen

was taken at about three o'clock in the morning.
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Spent 'the whole day packing up effects for the

journey down to the coast. All of our containers are

full of dried skins. The other effects we must make

into bundles as best we can.

Starch 20 (Monday) Baiayang.

Twenty-three boys showed up this morning to

transport our effects to the saw mill. This is not

enough for all of our gear, so put 'Nini ' in charge of

the crew and sent them on. I will go to Tilinial and

round up more carriers and follow with the rest of the -

duffle tomorrow.

Visited Tilinial and obtained seven more boys.

These were very reluctant about carrying as they are

making plans for a big dance at that village. An old

I

woman had died there.

March 21 (Tuesday) To Mavlo.

Had a terrible time getting enough boys to carry

the rest of our effects. The Tilinial crowd ran away

during the night. These had to be replaced by Baiayang

youngsters. I have 'Brit' to thank for all of this trouble

as he is determined not to carry for us.

After threatening to burn the village and wage

war on the whole place we did get away at 11 A.M. Just

as we were leaving an old man showed up with another ex-

ample of Habopteryx which he had caught in a snare.

We carried that and skinned it out in the evening.

March 22 (Wednesday) To Mavlo.
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.Ovir camp during the night was a most disagree-

able one. Rain continued thru all these hours and wet

everything exposed. Without a tent we were forced to

rely upon a make-shift and that leaked like a sieve.

Nevertheless we broke camp at daylight and con-

tinued on to reach the saw mill about 3 P.M.

All of our effects were found to have survived

the journey in good order. The carriers, with the ex-

ception of Manus and Charley, were paid off and permitted

to return to their villages. The two mentioned will re-

main in camp and help us for a few days.

During our absence in the mountains, John and

Mike have done almost no work. They complained of the

weather, food etc., and the lack of carriers for their

mountain trip.

I concluded, after looking over the collections

to get one or both of the James' into the Bainings at

Andamgi
,
while I will make my way into the Timoipe Moun-

tains, before proceeding to Rabaul. We are here on the

ground so might just as well finish our work while we are

at i t

.

March 83 (Thursday) Mavlo.

No collecting. Spasmodic rains in the morn-

ing so all of us pitched in and packed specimens for their

final journey to Rabaul. There were all sorts of odds

and ends to attend to.

Manus was despatched to the village of Andamgi

on a range of mountains to the east of Balayang to round
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up carriers to take John James into the mountains there*

I am determined to have a good series of Habopt eryx be-

fore we leave New Britain.

March 24 (Friday) Mavlo.

Mike and I collecting. John in camp getting to-

gether his effects for the trip into the mountains.

George Naess called and informed us that Harold

Koch and the Ma am are due shortly. This will give me

an opportunity to send Mike into Rabaul for supplies.

Mike is without shoes and must spend all of his time in

a canoe bn the river.

March 25 (Saturday) Mavlo.

John leaves with three carriers for Andamgi in

the Bainings to the east of us. He is to spend all of

his time looking for rails, falcons and new hawks, and

to remain until we send for him.

Paulus, the culprit, has been released from all

obligations and returned to his borne.

Nini has been paid off and sent to the Good

Father who will make a Christian of him.

Mike and I collecting again. I was fortunate

enough to obtain another falcon from the village of

Casalia

.

March 26 (Sunday) Mavlo.

Customary Sunday rain again. I got caught in

it on my way to Tol Plantation to visit Naess and again

on my way back. Naess has agreed to accompany me into
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the Timoipe i'^ountains, whether or not we can obtain car-

riers .

March 27 (Monday) Mavlo.

Mike and I together with native Manus, spent

the day in the bush. Jointly, we obtained 4 examples of

Alcyone websteri which is unusual for one day's collect-

ing. Mike obtained another Dupetor and a couple of

Alcedo atthis as well.

Fresh from the mountains we are having a ter-

rible time adjusting ourselves to the heat and humidity

on the coast.

March 28 (Tuesday) Mavlo.

A rather successful day all around. Mike had

a good morning on the river and returned with a tree

duck, sandpiper and a rail, while I worked in the low-

land forest and swamp to the north of camp, and obtained

several good specimens including an Alcyone websteri .

The native force we engaged all day with fire-

wood.
March 29 (Wednesday) Mavlo.

Mike had a very successful day along the river,

probably becaiise the sky was cloudy which did away with

the intense heat over the water. Mike's best find was

another example of Alcyone pusilla. Charley turned

in three Alcyone websteri which is the best individual

record yet. If we hang on here long enough we can't help

but obtain a good series of desired material.

Myself to Tol Plantation to interview the District

Patrol Officer, Mr. Gregory, who is now in the area, tax
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* collecting. I attempted to get both Charley and Manus

to make a contract with me but neither one will consent.

I am very much afraid we are not going to obtain any boys

in this locality.

March 30 (Thursday) Mavlo.

Mike turned in another good collection of birds

including two Dupe tor , a Porzana and an Amaurornis .

Manus returned with a falcon and a Habopteryx .

Charley acquired two Accipi ter novae hollandia , and I,

another Henicopernis . This made us a very fine da^'s work.

I only wish we could do as well every day in the week.

March 31 (Friday) Mavlo.

The natives of Balayang, came down en masse with

all sorts of edibles. I presume that they have used

up all of their tobacco and are feeling need of more.

Our general collecting for the day was very

poor again, only a couple of Dupetors and the beach king-

fisher, Alced o atthis . I insisted upon accompanying

Manus to the area where he had located Habopteryx yes-

terday. Though we tramped thru the swamp most of the

day we did not observe any sign of the bird.

A note has reached us from John; he is having

unusual success with Habopteryx up there at Andamgi

.
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April 1 (Saturday) Mavlo.

A young man from Real brought us an opossum

-and several flying squirrels. This is the first time

that any one from that village has attempted to help

with the survey.

Mike and I collecting as usual. Mike worked

the river area and returned with two rails, a Porzana and

an Amaurornis. Myself into the area to the north of the

saw mill and obtained a falcon among other specimens. The

bush is becoming dry again which does not assist us in any

way

.

The two natives, Manus and Charley, were gone

all day, presumably in search of rails but I believe they

found sleep more interesting.

Phanatype showed up with a long string of fish

which Naess had secured with dynamite.

April 2 (Sunday) Mavlo.

Natives, Charley and Manus, incensed over their

sound scolding of yesterday, flooded us with good birds.

They were both up and collecting before daylight and re-

turned at noon with a falcon, an Ortygocichla ,
and an

Amaurornis among other birds.

Unfortunately for us, natives undergo these

spurts about once a month only.

Native Paulus who accepted a knife from us

without acknowledging the same, has been brought back

to camp to work off 4 shillings in fine against the knife.

Otherwise I shall have to ask the police to deal with him.
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'fie realize of course, that the police would do

nothing in a case like Paulus' ,
but as long as he thinks

otherwise we will have his services, in lieu of a very-

cheap piece of German cutlery.

April 3 (Monday) Mavlo.

Mike, while hunting this morning, discovered a

migrant flock of Dendrocygna arcutata and obtained 5 spec-

imens before the remainder flew away. Mike had the mis-

fortune to fall in the mud during the collecting sojourn

and was forced to spend the rest of the day cleaning him-

self and his shot gun.

George Naess called during the morning and help-

ed us enjoy a very nice roast duck dinner, made from the

bodies of Mike's 5 anseres.

The natives brought in a number of good spec-

imens including two Porzana and an example of Alcyone

pusilla which they discovered in the swamps west of camp.

April 4 (Tuesday) Mavlo.

The M/V. Manam arrived in Wide Bay en route to

Rabaul. She is loaded down with Copra and can not take

our cargo of dried specimens.

Captain Koch announced that he would return this

way within a few days and would at that time be able to

bring us sufficient provinder for the remainder of our time

here. He would also be able to take Mrs. Coultas and our

dried specimens into Rabaul.

Mike will accompany the Manam to Rabaul, order
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a number of foodstuffs for us and will center his efforts

on collecting in the vicinity of Rabaul until such time as

we arrive. There are two or three species from around that

area which we have not obtained, as yet.

My two natives put in a full day in the bush and

turned in some good material. In the evening I was for-

tunate to obtain another nighthawk, Caprimulgus .

April 5 (Wednesday) Mavlo.

Manus had the good fortune to chase a large

Wallaby into the river and drown it. He insists that he

shot the animal but we could locate no pellets of the cart-

ridge when we came to skin it, later on.

I spent the early morning on the river until

the heat became so oppressive that it drove me in. At that,

I was able to obtain a few specimens including another

Porzana. In the evening another nighthawk visited camp

and was procured.

April 6 (Thursday) Mavlo.

Spent another day in a canoe well up the Mavlo

river. This river shoals rapidly about two miles above

camp and becomes a small tumbling rocky mountain stream,

as soon as it reaches the foothills at this point.

In the lower reaches of this body of water one

finds an abundance of low marshy land which harbors rails,

herons, swaxlows ( Hirundo ) ,
warblers ( Acrocephalus

)

, ducks

etc

.

The very nature of the vegetation which is coarse
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heavy marsh grass, makes walking most difficult until one

penetrates it and reaches the heavy forest to the rear.

•There is undoubtedly, an unlimited quantity of

desirable ornithological material: rails, etc., which

hide in the marshy area out of sight of the hunter. One

can only keep searching in hope that he will first lo-

cate the birds and later learn the habits of various spe-

cies which are being sought.

A hunter can always expect to obtain one Dup.etgr

during a morning's tour and, possibly a Porzana. The

other desirable species, such as the two Alcyones Habqp-

teryx .
and Dendrocygna with others, can only be hoped for

and taken if fortune favors the collector.

Time, as always is the great factor and is often
continued

lost sight of in the/quest for desirable material.

The native hunters here and elsewhere are most

spasmodic in their collecting. One day they will turn

in a very fine bag of birds and then loaf in the bush

for a week before duplicating their performance.

Wh:^te men, including the writer, over a period

of time do not vary greatly from the native in the matter

of results. The white man works harder than the native

because he is not such a good bush man and because he

is not familiar with the country nor the behaviorism

of individual species.

Where the white man gains over the native is

in the former's ability to shoot birds on the wing;
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'the latter bests the white man in his uncanny knack of be-

ing able to decoy species, or sneak up on them without his

being observed.

There are many arguments pro and con on the rel-

ative merits of the native hunter. I contend that in the

end, the native will turn out to be an asset always. He

should be taken at face value and driven for all he is

worth while it lasts.

April 7 (Friday) Mavlo.

The motor vessel, "Drina", with Mr. Thurston

called at the saw mill to have a look at the same in hope

they can dismantle the machinery and take it to Jacquinot

Bay for further use there.

Mail reached us from the states, including

letters from Dr. Murphy and Dr. Mayr ,
which are included

as follows:
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November 22, 1932.

Dear Coultas:

Since my departure for England, Dr. Mayr has

taken over the task of keeping specifically in touch

with you. This has the full approval of the Whitney

Expedition Committee, and you should regard his ad-

vice and instructions as authoritative. Under date

of November 18, for example, he has written you about

the importance of getting in to the central mountain

range of New Britain and New Ireland, from which re-

gions we expect to get most of what will prove to be

new to our collections, particularly since we have now

acquired all the Tring birds.

It is by no means my intention to relinquish the

pleasure of keeping in touch with you directly as here-

tofore. Your reports to me will always be of tne ut-

most interest, and I am continuing as the executive mem-

ber of the Whitney Expedition Committee, to present all

of your data to the Committee, and to acquaint you with

the actions taken. Dr. Mayr, however, is far more fa-

miliar with the ornithology of the region than any of

the rest of us, and we shall leave the selection of re-

gions to be worked almost entirely to his judgment.

A note from Dr. Shapiro, in charge of physical

anthropology in the Museum, calls attention to the de-

sirability of obtaining human crania from New Britain
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and New Ireland. If there is opportunity for obtaining

without interfering with your regular work, I hope you

will take advantage of it. It is not necessary of course

for me to remind you of the importance of respecting the

burial places of the natives. Under certain circum-

stances, however, you might be able to get hold of some

skulls through some sort of exchange with the people them-

selves.

With best wishes from all of us here, I am,

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Robert Cushman Murphy.

'William F. Coultas, Esq.,
Whitney South Sea Expedition,
Rabaul, Territory of New Guinea.
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December 13, 1932.

'Dear Bill:

We received yesterday your most welcome cable

about the shipment of one case and one parcel of birds.

Your remark "several new species" makes me suspect that

you succeeded in penetrating into the interior and reach-

ing the central range. We are very curious to see what

species you obtained. Lord Rothschild always thought

that there might be some unknown birds of paradise in the

mountains of New Britain. I am not so optimistic, but

I also believe that these mountains may yield something

unexpected. Well, we will see.

I would like to call your attention to the ne-

cessity of collecting some swallows on New Britain. I

Just found out yesterday that it is not yet certain whether

frontalis (with white on the tail) or subfusca (without

white on the tail) occurs in that island. I don t need

to tell you that you have to use some discretion when

collecting swallows^ You possibly will remember what

Mr. Kuper thought of Beck when he tried to collect some

swallows on Santa Anna. It seems fairly certain that

subfusca is the form that occurs on New Ireland.

I am just preparing a short but complete re-

port on the Whitney Expedition since its beginning. On

this occasion I found that it is rather difficult to trace



c

.
' "U5C- eey j -.

. ;. ,d lo l^oiAq j . I :. " - -.!> $00 Ic Jns‘aqtilc

.-••sj 33qs/i‘^ -f?? '
ci h r o s

'j 8 »eo Xa-idvea- :4Tix5mon -u.oV

-,r.^ y i;v j/1* o^ni 80 j. JaiJ 8080 ni $*• :> :i. e uci^

} ni -ijiibanaq "to ow*5n?i’aij s'moe ,ea. J eiand .Ti:,;>’v

Jytf ,DiJfiimiJqc ( .-cfi i-jk T nxj3di"ia t.’jW Ic ania; .'fi/oxn

jnik biBXx, . •.'jJoi/o® ee«r.J' jaaJ aveiled oeia I

1 8£iJ uj ooiJnaJJa *xt/o\ Ilao oJ ®><il fciyow 1

'I . '*iS w»ll no cwoXIiTwa ocTOe ferii%>c.«Iioo lo \,iiee80

jX*t*o Jon Bi Jt JeiiJ 'iJBb~i9Jao\ Jjjo bcwol Jexrw

tucAJtvi} a: TO (Xi*d axiX ac aJlsIw ciJlw) eiiaJnOTl

i-a J'ro*> : , iii>itiA JfcnJ oi bTUooo (Xlad 8ild fio aJXiiw

f»fld*r aoi-^sToaft eooa 8«i/ oX avafi ixox Ja^'l noyi iloJ cJ

Jaow if.dmb.T8T Iiiw Y-Ccfiaeoq uoY .ewoliawa s^iJosIloo

e'Ott docxioo oJ baii.^ 9ri ob.'Iw MraS lo d rtsixorid^ i8qi;.i <
’

j o.w;-', •. f.Iitt: * o!«8.‘'8 J~ • -lA aJnoS no ewollsra

8t-»- of’u oJ i:X;cXi.rw> viov 3i* :'I£1 IAid 08 0 Otld

sniAddo uoi; aaiosqae ;^£BXe bL itiOBtUCtfi bio

.886 Xiiw 81R
,

i Islif , bed Obcxena

,ijt alr\l . - sinooo jflfU (flicl 8ad el Aoeuldue

't ^ ^



285“

your movements since you have not sent in any diary or itin-

erary as the other members of the expedition have. I would

appreciate it if you add to your letters in future a short

itinerary stating the collecting localities and the time

spent at Rabaul, at sea, or travelling. This will facil-

itate considerably, the writing up of our reports.

I would like to get your itinerary since leaving the Palau

Islands, and I enclose for correction the itinerary of your

trip through Micronesia. I hope you are still keeping

a diary in which you record your daily experiences and ob-

servations. It is the wish of the '^hitney Committee that

every member of the Expedition keeps such a diary, and it may

be very useful to you for itinerary purposes. I am en-

closing a copy of two days of Dr. Drowne ' s diary, which. may

give you some idea how other members of the expedition

kept their diaries.

How are the possibilities of reaching Long Island?

It seems to be rather important to get a collection from

that island which is half way between Rook Island and Dam-

pier Island. Rook Island has a typical New Britain fauna

and Dampier Island a typical New Guinea fauna. If you

should be able to make a collection on Long Island without

losing too much time, it would be advisable to use that op-

portunity. However, you may delay this trip until you

have completed the survey of the Admiralty Islands, which
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seems to be the most, important point in your present pro-

gram .

I have sent you letters on the following dates:

October SO, November 18, and December 8. I would like

to know if you have received them all.

With all best wishes for a Merry Christmas and

a successful New Year, I am,

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Ernst Mayr.

Mr. William F. Coultas,
Whitney South Sea Expedition,
Rabaul, New Guinea.
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April 8 (Saturday) Mavlo.

With native Manus in a canoe up the Mavlo river

again and obtained the usual type of material; i.e.

Dupetor ,
Amaurornls ,

Acrocephalus and Alcedo atthls .

Charley visited the river valleys toward the mountains

supposedly in quest of Habopteryx , but obtained nothing

of value.

Mrs. Coultas and I to Tol Plantation in the

evening for a short visit. Naess has started a new

house on the sand beach and has engaged the services of

one Richard Blunt Barnes, a carpenter, to do the work

for him. Barnes has a manis for split pea soup which

he makes in vast quantities and poisons with a large

tablespoonful of soda for each pot. I made the fatal

mistake of eating a plate of this concoction and became

violently ill from the effects of the soda. My incapac-

itation was considered a great joke by the inhabitants

of Tol.

April 9 (Sunday) Mavlo.

Spent the day in camp, sorting and packing

cases for Rabaul. Every container we have is full to

overflowing with specimens. We must get these in to the

city as soon as possible and move containers out here

into which to pack the new birds.

By right I should go to Rabaul but don't feel

that I care to until I make some sort of survey of the
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'Timoipe Mountains.

April 10 (Monday) Mavlo.

A note reached us from John at Andamgi. He feels

that he should have more commestibles at once. We have

none to send him so hold a boy over to await the arrival

of the Manam with supplies from Rabaul. John reports some

very good material up where he is.

Myself and Manus along the river again today and

procured a number of Porzana . a Ceyx lepidus and an Alcyone

pusilla . We have certainly worked this area well and

must get away just as soon as the boat arrives.

April 11 (Tuesday) Mavlo.

I saw a Wallaby swimming the river early this

morning and went after it with Beck's old rifle which, by

the way, is worn out and does not shoot straight. I be-

lieve I hit the animal as it sunk out of sight and was not

observed again. The boys seemed to thinx that an alliga-

tor got the specimen^ quite probably it did.

Hunting near camp this morning but did not ob-

tain anything of value.

April IS (Wednesday) Mavlo.

We were interrupted at breakfast by the 'Manam'

coming up the river . The boat rounded the bend and prompt-

ly became stuck on a mud bank.

I went down to the ship and helped shift drums
we

of oil etc., but it was not until 2:20 P.M. that/were able

to float the little vessel off the mud. Following this,

Harold Koch brought his ship alongside the bank at the
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saw mill and loaded all of our cargo aboard. We then pro-

ceeded down the river to its mouth but found breakers and

swell set up by the tide, so strong that Harold would not

chance a passage over the bar

.

All of us remained on board all night and were

generously eaten by swarms of mosquitoes.

April 13 (Thursday) To Tol.

Capt. Koch, after taking a small boat and test-

ing the bar, concluded that his ship was drawing too much

water for a safe passage; he being afraid a large wave

would set the ship down on the bar and break her back. It

was necessary for us to unload the vessel and have all of

the cargo carried over to Tol. This consumed the whole day

and led to a fair exchange of profanity between Harold and

George. The cargo was all brought over in good order and

stored in the shed to await the arrival of the Manam in the

morning.
April 14 (Friday) Tol.

Good Friday — Harold brought the Manam over

the bar at daylight without touching, and reached Tol at

7 A.M. This being Good Friday and all of the stores in

Rabaul closed until Tuesday, Harold decided to spend his

holiday here rather than in Rabaul.

Mrs. Coultas baked a cake and prepared an ex-

cellent dinner which put everyone in the best of spirits.

I packed a number of supplies and sent them to

John at Andamgi . He should now have enough to keep him

contented, though I regret to say that I left none for
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The two Baining boys, Charley and Manus ran away

just as soon as they saw the boat. Both of them were

frightened of being blackbirded.

April 15 (Saturday) Tol.

Spent most of the day with the boat's crew, pack-

ing our effects aboard the Manam. l4arold will not leave

until Monday morning.

George sent out a call for carriers for the

Karlai boat for next Tuesday. There isn't a possible

hope of our getting into the mountains until after the

Easter holidays. These "day belong Lotu" affairs are

most important and are strictly observed -- by the boys.

April 16 (Sunday) Tol.

The whole day spent in talking and visiting.

Barnes has gastric malaria, whicn keeps him in bed. Vis-

ited the kunai grass patch east of the plantation but

did not find a nighthawk in the evening.

April 17 (Monday) Tol.

The Manam sailed for Rabaul at 3 A.M. with Mrs.

Coultas on board. She will take our specimens in, hunt

up a new room in Rabaul, preferably at Mr. Gascoigne's;

will sort out the specimens, keep an eye on Mike James

who has gone to pieces and must leave the expedition, and

will try to recruit some permanent help and train them

for future camps.

Myself spent the whole day reloading cartridges
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dust shot for the small birds

^ 7 /

•so that I will have some dust shot for the small birds

in the high trees.

John was supposed to send his specimens down

from Andamgi but has not, as yet. I am a little cross

with him about this as I wanted all of the specimens to

go to Rabaul with this boat. Out here we are always

running the risk of damage to the specimens.

April 18 (Tuesday) Tol.

The ship's boat from the plantation at Karlai,

arrived in the afternoon which assures us of transporta-

tion across the bay, early tomorrow morning. Once across

the bay we will have to depend upon what we can get in

the way of carriers.

April 19 (Wednesday) To Karlip.

George and I with 5 of his plantation boys and

2 boats 'crew crossed the bay under sail during the morn-

ing. We had lunch at the Roman Catholic Mission Plan-

tation at noon and continued on with the boat to Karlip

village up the coast which we reached in the evening.

Once at Karlip, we both put up for the night

in the tiny Government rest house there.

April 20 (Thursday) Karlip.

Try as we might, neither George nor I could in-

duce any of the natives here to carry any part of our

cargo. The rascals insisted that they had work to do

in their gardens, that others were away visitihg, and

still others were sick.
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So rarely do Government officials visit this

portion of the island that the natives have got out of

the habit of doing anything. Furthermore, the Mission

station nearby does exert an influence on these people.

The latter accept no orders from anyone but the Padre.

One must admire his ability to handle these people even

though it causes others no end of inconvenience.

George sent back to his plantation for ten more

boys to carry our duffle into the mountains.

April 21 (Friday) Karlip.

George despatched a boy up the coast toward Kiep

in an effort to obtain more carriers but none appeared.

Ourselves into the bush to the village of Kata-

komb where we found very few people living. There were

only three houses inside a very poor garden. These peopl

are a very small remnant of a once populous race. In re-

cent years, Elephantiasis or Filaries has taken a very

heavy toll of the inhabitants of this whole coast. As a

consequence, the entire mountain region behind is void of

natives

.

We shall have to depend entirely upon our own

boys to take us in, make a camp and look after our needs

while we are covering the interior.

Back on the coast again in the evening we found

the 10 boys from the plantation awaiting us.

April 22 (Saturday) Katakomb.

The plantation staff moved our effects up the

river past Katakomb, in two relays. Here, we pitched
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camp and will continue on tomorrow. The country here

is broken with very poor clay and shale rock soil. Only

secondary bush is encountered and no marshy or swamp land.

The small streams or mountain rivers sweep down out of

the mountains in flood periods and inundate large areas

of the land. During the dry season they are nothing

more than little tricklers of water that wind about over

the rocky stream beds. Those areas which are swept bare

during the time of high water become overgrown with brush

and brambles when the land is exposed and free of water.

April 23 (Sunday) Camp Tambaron.

With the carriers, we continued up the river

about 7 miles to a waterfall and mass of overhanging rocks.

Here it was necessary for us to pitch camp again as we

have no trails to follow but must go ahead and find a suit-

able spot near water somewhere up ahead of us. The moun-

tains from here rise rather abruptly. They are rugged

and of a loose shale and gravel surface which makes climb-

ing rather difficult. Virgin forest of a good density

covers the whole of the ridges, except where landslides

have swept everything before them.

The natives have some superstition about the

river and overhanging rock at this point. They are very

reluctant to proceed around that.

Considerable rain in the afternoon and evening

swelled the river for us.
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April 24 (Monday) Camp Tambaron.

With the native. Sul ack oh. to the upper reaches

of the mountains. '.Ve found the going most difficult with

the mountains practically standing on end, at this section

of our journey.

In the vicinity of 3500 feet elevation, a level

area of some 100 square yards, was found which will give

us a favorable camp site. A little spring nearby will

furnish the water necessary for camp consumption.

I observed a beautiful male Accipi ter _.prince_{3S

during the day but this individual dodged thru the forest

so quickly I couldn't get a shot at him. The sight of

this species gives me added incentive to work this par-

ticular range of mountains.

April 25 (Tuesday) To Camp Naess.

Naess and I sent the boys on top to clear an

area, erect a house, and put up a temporary shelter,

the remainder of our effects were also transported on

top so that on the morrow we can move in and start to

work from the mountain camp at 3500 feet.

I spent the day in the forest but found no de-

sirable material. Several bush wrens were heard but I

just could not obtain specimens. This species is, no

doubt, the most difficult of all to coxlect in series.

April 26 (Wednesday) Camp Naess.

The force shifted our beds and the rest of the

cargo to the mountain camp, put that in order and return-

ed to the Plantation at Tol; all except one boy who will



. 1 *^ >*

V

*•

-

W JdO:» •'i<^ i^;.'i.-Ol 0 » 4 .! .> * n^"">i!i *rn! 'w

i'09£ « ,
* '"o ;_ri. i'ej3 \,I laoi J ot-'T-* 'n: i'^^x'xiuo® «'..j

• . ~WO "\C

BViX j ,nciw*Bvej.3 jt: 1. 00<2C ':o \Jlc^loiv ^dS nl

vlli IZivi Aoid^ bnuol asw
, OOX eiooe lo

rxw V'J'tv :n i/;x^qJ5 ©XXJiX A .©J'fa qaiAO 6Xxj»novfcl ti tx;

./»< 1 jqmoanoo 'jrr^o toI leJaw ortJ xieimi.!

sq»onX^q J Xo x>- ::>A »Xbio Xjfli.Jue-3d b bevieeio I
«

j-iol 9/i\J -id.^ iis»i;tob XBt/bivibni cidd itsd \At etis sniTub

lo «f;V.{8 •riT .m‘ :ji Xcrfc b ?«3 ^' t''iuoo I vX^JcIl/; ce

-T/3q alxL* viicw oj avijnsonl babbij eci Lsvig adloeqe eidJ

. *n£BXntfC{ii lo esnan

.aetiall qnijB^ cT (XfibssaT) 5S linqA

n» tBeici I qoj no b^o6 9d^^ ^ma. I bne sewaM

. "'•^-Xt*na \"ijaTcqwt*J e q« di;q bfw ,»euorl b Jo«?t
,
r®TB

no bBJTw'jaaBT-l oaXa snsw edoell© mo lo lebniBrnB': ©j^J

Ou JiB^o 1. HB s:t ©vom nao ©w won :o« ©riJ no ^©rlJ o« qoX

,jo©l C05£ Jb qtnxjo ciiBSnuz'tn ©rid noil v;iow

ab on bn:/ol dwcl Xe. toI ni ©iSo dnaqa I

[ dud biaari onow enaTw usaJ Xoiavai . XBi'iedoni aldanlfi

on ,r.X £©io©q»-. oiilT .Brt^vtofqe nLBdtfo dc-n ainoo dac;

, “i'jBB ill J08A.C0 od Jio lo diuoillib d^'orn - v ,jt . ob

.4 qc-bC (
YpbaeiiJb : ^ / OS li*iqA

inJ 10 J£«"! ©f‘d OHB aot ' bf-dli>:£ fono ! ©m'j

liJOaT bnB 'ia:-'io .1 Jarid t
rJ bz ri<.om d -<d

r^c dqftox* . • ;IoT .74 acidad/iB/n ai'J
* _ . i ... .JN , j>.V

1 I w o . r-"
• 0 J



2- 7 JT

remain as cook and camp attendant.

Considerable rain during the afternoon and

night which' may be a forerunner of bad weather.

We had enough forethought to bring a bag of

rice with us which will certainly be of use here where we

will not be able to avail ourselves of native produce.

A runner reached camp from Tol with a number of

letters for Naess and a communication for me from Dr.Mayr,

in New York, which is as follows:

March 1, 1933.

Dear Bill:
December shipment of 105 birds 'skins ar-

rived here in good shape. I was very well pleased about

the specimen of Habroptery.x in si gn is, but I am somewhat

at a loss to understand the small number of skins in this

shipment. One hundred and five specimens is usually the

result of about a week's collecting, but it took you two

months to get them; so I presume that you have not sent

the entire yield of your trip to the Nakanai Mountains.

I wonder whether you succeeded in reaching high

altitudes, since your collection does not contain the moun-

tain pigmy parrot, the mountain thrush, the parrot finch

(Erythrura), or the tree warbler ( Phy lloscopus ) ,
birds that

should occur on the New Britain Mountains. Under these

circumstances, your proposed visit to the mountains of

New Ireland does not seem advisable. Only an unusually

good collector could make new discoveries in an area where
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Eichhorn has worked.

I am completely in the dark ahout your movements

or future plans, since you have not written to us since

July last year. Maybe you have forgotten that you signed

a contract which states that you should write to the Museum

every fortnight. To refresh your memory, I am inserting

the following extract from it:

"Since it is to our mutual advantage for

you to keep as closely as possible in touch with the Museum,

I request that you report by letter regularly every two

weeks, as nearly as possible, even if your communications

are very brief. The field notes made by you and Mr.Eyer-

dam, should likewise be sent in frequently, but registered

mail, so that they may be copied promptly. These will

further serve to keep us in close touch with the progress

of the work. The original manuscripts will be preserved
and returned subsequently to the writers".

I did my best to accomplish a closer contact

between you and the Museum, but you have done only very

little to assist me in this.

I have frequently mentioned in my previous

letters how great our interest is in the exploration of the

Admiralty Islands. I have sent you a list of the birds

known from that island and have given you details concern-

ing the rarer and more desirable species. I think I have

sent you enough information to guide you in the explora-

tion of that island. I may add that we are particularly

anxious to get a good series of rails from there.

I hope you will read over carefully all the

communications received from me and that you will send me
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a detailed answer as soon as possible.

\Vith best wishes, I am,

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Ernst Mayr.

William F. Coultas, Esq.,
Whitney South Sea Expedition,
Habaul

,
Territory of New Guinea.

April 27 (Thursday) Camp Naess.

Myself, in the bush all day collecting and hunt-

ing. I discovered Gymnophaps to be quite numerous but

all of them so fat I didn't think it advisable to save any

specimens

.

The country all around is steep and very diffi-

cult to walk over. Loose shale and gravel surface covers

the whole terrain. i^ehind camp one can climb to 5000

feet, before reaching the top of the high ridge. Behind

this there is still a higher ridge, which has been reported

to reach 6000 feet in places.

Considerable rain fell off and on all day which

made life most uncomfortable for us. Naess spent the day

wandering thru the bush with his rifle, looking for wild

pig and Cassowaries . Though he saw plenty of signs, he

was not fortunate to obtain specimens.

April 28 (Friday ) Camp ^^aess.

This day was a repetition of the former. I was

able to add one Heni cophaps f orster

1

and two Gymnophaps

to the collection but nothing else. As previously, I

found bush wrens quite plentiful but always wary enough
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'to keep out of my sight. In one tiny ravine I even

went so far as to build a leaf blind but couldn't col-

lect the specimen.

What little valleys there are between the ridges

are pretty well grown over with underbrush. These seem

to accumulate debris from the precipitous mountain slopes.

April 29 (Saturday) Camp Naess.

haess decided to return to Tol plantation, col-

lect his gear and walk into Rabaul. He is having trouble

with the manager of the bank over a loan on his property.

This leaves me alone with the one cook boy.

The two of us will work together for a period of ten days

or morej at least until I um sure there is nothing new

in this area which has not been taken, as yet.

April 30 (Sunday) Camp Naess.

The one Timoipe native, Qui ack oh, came into

camp this morning for a visit. With this individual

and the cook I set to work to run a line of snares in

all directions in hopes that we can catch mountain rails

while we are here. Rain hampered us all day so that we

were eager to get back to camp at night and soak up quan-

tities of hot tea.

Hay 1 — 10 Camp Naess

During this period I remained in the mountains

with one native. Every day was spent in the bush hunt-

ing, at from 3000 feet to 5000 feet elevation above sea

level

.

Rain continued during this entire time which



I v.'i'-in tno a- Ic cj

“ O;/ J'iiC.-' V 4
-''. .'i.Sx OliL'? C‘ j ri£ 1 .t

. o.i»* J09l

Mt flJ '•'ifc :.''-?aJ sYei'iiiV «’jjr"A

f^e siei.T • i'.Jif 'lovo nviO*:'^’ Ii^-«

i-!X£Jm.o» ftj/oJ Lq/Ob"jq ei -f ntoTl eiTcfea ^ q«Xjji»tfoo£ oJ

... L?flV qwi^Ci
( Yflbntu.+ fiS ) ts XnqA

CO , r^oiA i Io7 v>.,‘ bsbio^b aee-.-^

v“!.' i \fc;i BL _H .Xiscfjufi o.!n> WIjbw bxii* tin’ Joel

leoO'iq EXti aci ijBoI "levo 9d4 'o T©9j8c»f3 ©ilJ” rJiw

- }tooo t)fiJ cii i ti er.oLa ©£i a©v©9l airIT

t> ns-J io fcolns-q « lol ‘lyriw^'ojjoq ><tow iXXifi au lo or/v* sriT

»6a .i.v’jn ai e*u/e m« I LliaJ xeaf-I jaT'.'n to

,JeY. ; ,
- no-id >Jon ej»ri rioiciw »«nB cid^ nl

, qpwsO ( YBbfinS ' Oi IlnqA

oJiii emso ,rio ho» X. . ,

-. -*jBn ©qioriT ©no effT

iB.tbivibni cidJ a._ .Uiv a no', ^nxmom sid.i qmao

n. lo tnXX ^ nm cJ jf'xow OJ x©e I jIooo ©nJ tina

ici niEvi-ta- j.'i ciyj-,:. ©w JBdX e&qcn a -noiXo-'iib . Ix-'

.^p.:U cc; v,~^'
*'’T'3q*"£d aJaH .©1 '. e*n^ t a-idw

Ui- qi; MaOf“. criB di'sin qfp.iO o4 ^O- '. oi na^a© siat

.
• ,;n;, 'h> -joXJJU

ini©.‘f!i?ojti w * fT f {'•. a eo!©T I coin q si.:X ^niTi*'-

atrd diuci t- ; u iaaip. i4?>v -

k«a ©vocj© noida'/©!^ JoaT OcX)c Joel . . S aci-., i



We hung our wet
made life most miserable for us.

clothing over the fire at night and put the garments

on damp, again in the morning. Everything became rail-

number of specimens were obtained during this

period but not a large quantity as I v/as spending all

of my time looking for new and desirable species.

The mountain thrush, Turdus talasea
,
was not

met with; neither could I locate a mountain Zosterqps

or a mountain Mi crops i tta .

At the end of this time I felt that I had re-

mained long enough and should be getting back to Rabaul.

May 10 (Wednesday) Camp Naess.

My 10 carriers showed up at daylight and lost

no time in helping me bundle my effects together to be

transported down to the coast to Karlip. Reached the

station at 4 P.M. and put up in the small Government

rest house for the night.

May 11 (Thursday) Karlip to Tol

With the carriers as far as Karlai Plantation

where we acquired the Plantation's ship's boat and cross-

ed the bay under sail to reach the Plantation at 7 P.M.

Once there, I found that John had returned

from Andamgi with some very desirable material. In fact

we had far better success in his camp than I had in mine

and considerably less rain during his sojourn too.

May 12 (Friday) Tol.

Unpacked all of my specimens and found that
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'they had come thru in good order, except the most val-

uable bird, the Accipiter princeps_ ,
which I shot the

morning we were leaving the mountains. This one had

sweat during the journey and had loosened the horny

sheath around its bill; otherwise, this specimen was in

good condition and plumage.

John, during the six weeks' encampment at An-

damgi
,
added 4 Fa Ic o peregr inus ,

one Fa 1 c

o

severus

,

fourMonacella mtllleriana ,
and eleven Habrop teryx ,

to our

collection. Natives snared all of the latter for him

which was the best piece of fortune the Expedition has

had to date.

Though John's collection was very small in num-

bers, I must say that it was very satisfactory in quality.

He, John, neglected one important thing — i.e. the re-

moval of the tendons in the legs and feet of the rails.

The two of us spent the day going over our col-

lections and making ready for our trip to Rabaul.

Harold Koch, of the Manam, is now long overdue.

We have either to await his arrival here, or walk the

100 miles into Rabaul. The latter course is not to be

recommended as Naess started out for Rabaul some days ago

and was turned back because of flooded rivers.

Kay 13 -- 29. Tol Plantation,

During this period while waiting the arrival

of the Manam to transport ourselves and our effects to

Rabaul, John James and I engaged our time making a large
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collection of the three varieties of Collocalia found

around the cocoanut plantation and small patch of grass-

land at Tol.

We learned that these small swifts congregated

in numbers, over the tops of the young cocoanut palms and

the grassland, both early in the morning and late evening

and also after a very heavy rain.

We are unable to locate the roosting site of

these birds, therefore, we resorted to the use of a 410

shot gun with its cartridges loaded with very fine dust

shot. I must admit that considerable skill is required

j_n learning how to obtain these species on the wing. I

believe we averaged about 30 percent of our shots^

We learned also that during the hotter hours of

the day, these little birds rose to a height of 300 to

400 feet above the ground where v/e could not reach them

with our fire-arms.

In the grassland or Kunai area we built plat-

forms covered v/ith leaf where we often sat and watched

for quaiK Escaefactoria) and rails ( Hvpotaenidia and

(Amaurorni

s

) « With the use of these platforms which stood

a good ten feet above the top of the grass, we were able

to collect a number of Cisticola, as well as a wild pig

on two different occasions.

In the plantation garden adjoining I was able to
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record an example of Lor iculus tener which I saw flying

from one dead sapling to another, but never remaining in

one place long enough for me to obtain the specimen*

In the patch of grassland, the only one in the

vicinity,' we searched long and well for Excalfactor ia ,

Megalurus , Turnix .
Porphyrio and Hypotaenidia — all of

v/hich should or could have been in this particular bit of

covering.

The natives of Balus village were entrusted to

set snares for Habropteryx and for Cassowarius but neither

of these two species was obtained.

All in all, our stay at this place was not pleas-

ant because of our anxiety to get into Rabaul and on to

another locating locality.

May 30 (Tuesday) Tol.

Capt. Harold Koch and the Manam showed up late

in the evening. He reports heavy south-east weather

down the coast which has held him up for some time.

The Captain has decided to lay over here a few

days and put his engine in order before proceeding.

May 31 (Wednesday) Tol.

To work, putting all of our effects on board.

This consumed about an hour's time, following whioh I

enjoyed the agony of sitting and waiting.

Harold got his engine going in the evening and
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made a start but was forced to return to his anchorage.

June 1 (Thursday) Tol.

The whole day spent in waiting on the engine.

Such an one is not an alarming situation as any person

familiar with small marine, internal combustion engines

can testify.

June 2 (Friday) Tol to Rabaul.

John and I got away with the Manam a little

after 8 A.M. and reached Rabaul just before midnight.

Spent the night on board.

June 3 (Saturday) Rabaul.

Up bright and early. Breakfast and to the Times

Building where we found no one and thence to Mr. Gascoigni's

where we discovered our new quarters.

Mrs. Coultas has signed on two new boys — both

Aitipes from the north coast of New Guinea proper. One

of them, "Siap", is at present the cook and a most dirty

individual he is too. The other, "Yawa", is a tall light

skinned half-cast Malay Aitipe boy. He is at present

the laundryman, and general handy man around the place.

These two boys are a most valuable addition

to our staff and should have been added months earlier.

During my absence, Mrs. Coultas has engaged two

rooms in Mr. Gascoigne's building. These rooms have been

painted a pure white and look very attractive and clean.

Here, we will be able to sleep, cook our meals and

prepare for future camps.
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This is the King's birthday, hence I was not able

to send cables or get in stores. Remained in the room

all day, sorting our specimens and getting affairs in

shape.
^ found the following letter from Dr. Murphy

awaiting me;

April 3, 1933.

Dear Coultas;

I am delighted to have your letter of De-

cember 15, 1932, from Wide Bay, New Britain, together

yy f the copy of your letter of December 17 to Mayr.

He received the original in the same mail.

I appreciate the difficulties of travel and

transportation in New Britain, and it appears that you

have exercised a great deal of tact in getting such help

as you have from the native peoples. Your description

of what happens to Gymnophaps when it hits the ground,

makes me think again of the tropical American trogons.

These birds also turn practically naked if they fall from

a height of 25 or 30 feet, and it is rather a discourag-

ing job to try to save them. Apropos of your difficulty

in bringing down Micropsi ttas from high trees, is it not

possible that you need slightly larger shot than a No-. 10

rather than dust shot? The question depends of course,

on whether you are getting so much spread that the birds are

not hit, or whether the fine shot lacks sufficient pene-

trative force at such range. Possibly No. 8 would turn



c *rr I *ofiv
,

•£!' ji. t;i: 'T

aeon li b&ai .c.v ioJ’s. r.i . ?i- to T^tJisa lao'- oJ

t"i «> ».' 5*
^

• • <.'*'viaiO€» i 2 Ti'o ;;
,

: Ln

. . '<i

.*1 ^ DC 'll :jnIv.o’Icl S'.'.-) hturcl I

* ^ 0L. i -r^A

:ao! sni^tAwa

: 3bJIucZ 1£s.:

-aC '-o luo'^ avail o<J ba.^dslI•^ jna I

*i«aj^>SOJ aMlne wpW sti’A' nc i Tednao

. T T.si£ oJ Vt T'.fifr’acsC lo Te’.r 3 A Ti^ov. ^0 \qoo etlJ

.llatn *mua sd,) mi jiafiglTc ^ . i'evicocT el'

1‘ivaT.T to B» idiuoxtt lb ©ril d*sloaiq«,-- I

i.-' v-jAf J eTC6>;cB v‘ 1 t-HB ,nlB>JlTr; »eW nl nol.)BlToqtnBti

Aid dC';.e Job.) to iBob J«»ts b teiioTexv «v£ii

ncxdqiToesb fuot' .'-' Iqoaq ©viJan ©dj fflOT"! evKXl uo>^ bb

,
f»ni. V. «.'.J aJid J1 .ieii*' aaBagtongi^O oj anoqqati Jsdw to

. ^rru^^oTJ ffBolTeffiA iBOxqOTJ ©riJ to alB^B yntsiJ ©a e©5tBm

rit li-.'i vBwJ 11 ‘ ©son xilj63i.. o*nq rnuj t oXb ebTid ©aorlT

.^BT^ DCiSs ' f TSii-ifi al ’ ' "’'
I
t’t'l '-'d TO 5S to Jd^Xati B

icroiV?.;. ' to foqoTqA . .ertJ ? vaa cJ vtJ oJ doj, snl

CI7 Ji ai .a--:. 1 .. dJi-irl troTl .. £

J

J lagoTOiK nwoL al

1 , ha. *) doiia ' .\Ti>i ^iJi sxle b©f>n vc\, JadJ ©Xd.aaoo'

tc -.brr- .M .-.o -.
ft-T s’Joria J«« t'

. X ' 0 -‘J .* i . b‘‘©nq« .' Oi;:.1 OB SuX t-lev^ ©TB :•

'V ,.
T *l - ^ '^

.^r.^q ^txBlonZuc iTiOSl xod© ©nM erlJ T©riJ^:> ,J -

, . o« “Oire •'*» ©oTol tv.Jj-.iJ



- 2 -
3 0-5".

the trick,' for shells loaded with eights make a pretty

fine pattern at 40 yards.

! note what you say regarding funds and ammu-

nition and I gather that you will not need additional

aux shells until the end of this year. It is not

quite clear to me just when you must have the 5000 rounds

of 20 gauge ammunition.

All of this brings up the question of how long

we are going to be able to keep you in the field. I doubt

very much whether any funds in addition to those now at

your disposal will be available. Dr. Sanford is in favor

of winding up the work at once because of the stringent

financial condition and because the Museum has practically

discontinued all other field operations. When Dr. Chapman

returns to New York next month the matter will be decided.

In the meantime I must warn you to make your plans to liqui-
a

date and return while/sufficient balance of your present

funds is in hand. As soon as possible I shall send you

more definite instructions.

I believe all of your material has reached us

safely and doubtless Dr. Mayr has written you about it in

detail. We are taking care of your subscription to the

New York Times.

With best wishes, I am. Yours sincerely,

(signed) Robert Cushman Murphy-
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June 4 (Sunday) Rabaul.

The preceding letter from Dr. Murphy convinces

me that I will have to dispense with the two James boys

at once. John, I would be willing to keep on with me

for a time as he does try; despite the fact that he is

very very slow in his work. Mike, on the other hand,

is not an asset to the Expedition and must go at all

odds

.

I explained to them that they would have to

seek employment elsewhere. Neither of the boys seemed

the least upset about it. Mike, I learned later, had

already made application to one of the Gold Companies

for employment. As Mike is the stronger of the two he

will lead John wherever the former wishes to go.

Mike has been doing a little collecting around

Rabaul these last weeks, but nothing like he should have.

The two boys have taken up residence at the

Pacific Hotel for a couple of days until we can get their

accounts straightened up and out of the way.

June 5 (Monday) Rabaul.

I am surprised to find that all of the Germans

in town are anticipating my departure at once. 7/here

the information came from is beyond me, and is most hu-

miliating to say the least.

I am not ready to return to the states yet,

with so much of the Bismarck Archipelago unfinished and

so expressed myself in the following cable to the Museum:
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"Combined shipment will be despatched about the

'middle of this month. Proceeding Admiralty Islands.

Referring to your letter of third day of April. Authorize

you stop payment my wages New York beginning with fifteenth

day of June. Similar amount may be deducted from the

account in the bank here. Sufficient funds in hand and

stores to enable me to meet requirements this year. No

need to return before about the end of this year or the

beginning of next. Will explain fully by letter. Please

confirm this telegram in such words that I may understand

that you have received message correctly. Coultas"

There are sufficient funds here to carry me

for a number of months yet. I should certainly hate to

leave the field before using these.

June 6 (Tuesday) Rabaul

.

The two James boys seem to feel that they have

been badly mistreated while with me and have kicked up a

tremendous fuss. Apparently, they have forgotten that

they came to me of their own accord and were kept on only

as a temporary assignment to the Expedition.

I can understand that both of them are sick

of the life in the bush and wish to get out with as much

salary as possible, but I still don't understand what all

of the fuss was about.

These two young men, acting under orders from

their father, I presume, visited the administrator and

told him that I had "beat them out of their wages".
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I didn't know that there were any wages to beat them

out of. The administrator advised them to visit a

and let the latter handle their case.

‘Myself at work all day on the accounts of the

two boys. I have paid them sailors' wages of |)40. a

month each while they were aboard the "France" and five

pounds per month each for the time they spent in the

bush. This I consider a very fair salary and as much

as they were worth.

June 7 (Wednesday) Rabaul.

I called on the administrator and explained

the case of the two James boys. He informed me that

I should have no trouble with the boys as I was paying

them everything they were entitled to under the circum-

S 3.1T10 © S •

Later, visited the lawyer, McLennan and con-

cluded with him that there would be no case.

The two boys were sent down to ms in the after-

noon, accepted their wages and vyent their way. They will

take passage on the mail steamer to Salamua and thence to

the gold fields where they expect to find employment. I

might add that salaries paid up there are considered quite

high too.
June 8 (Thursday) Rabaul.

A cable from Dr. Murphy, this morning, approving

mine as follows:
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"Cable fifth day of June approved. Your accounts

not received since 1930. Please send immediately full

record with vouchers and also credit balance after fifteenth

day of June and until further notice you may draw your

wages from the field accounts. We await with interest

your last shipment. Murphy"

Upon receipt of this cable I instructed the

bank in Rabaul to advise Dr. Murphy thru the Standard

Bank of South Africa Ltd., in New York, that I was holding

the sum of 2650 pounds in Australian in my account or,

$8718.50 by exchange of the present date.

Until my accounts arrive from the field, this

will give Dr. Murphy an indication of my present finan-

cial status.

June 9 (Friday) Rabaul.

Engaged all morning with His Majesty's Customs.

It was necessary for me to withdraw the 50 pounds deposit

against the James boys which I had posted on arrival in

that territory. Then the matter of fire-arms had to be

gone over as well.

In the afternoon to visit Capt. H .A .Mackenzie

who owns a small ship which I may be able to charter to

work the Admiralty islands. Transportation facilities

in these waters are so limited that we must have some

kind of conveyance before we can visit them otherwise

we might spend a whole year and get no where. Unfor-

tunately, Mackenzie's boat is not in condition yet, and
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it will require some weeks before it is ready for sea.

•June 10 (Saturday) Rabaul.

To the city and ordered a number of supplies

for George Naess at Tol. During the time we were with

him we certainly ate enough of his provinder to make this

little contribution of ours well worth while. These cora-

mestibles will be despatched with the Manam which is sail-

ing tonight.

John and Mike came to the room in the afternoon

and practically demanded that I give them cots, chairs,

tables, beds, mattresses etc. Unfortunately for them

they did not obtain what they came after. I must say that

those boys have nerve if nothing else.

June 11 (Sunday) Rabaul.

The German cruiser "Koeln" is in port -- conse-

quently the German population is literally swimming in beer

We, to work in the room straightening and ar-

ranging specimens. We now have 26 boxes filled with spec-

imens. These will certainly require some cataloguing be-

fore shipping to New York.

June 12 (Monday) Rabaul.

To Burns Philip & Co., and arranged' for a pas-

sage on the s/s/ Maiwara to go to Manus on July 7. We

can always cancel the accommodations if we don't want them.

Thence to the room to work on the bird col-

lections. The process of labelling and recording in a

field book assuredly takes time, but should be of some

value at a later date, in the Museum.
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June 13 (Tuesday) Rabaul.

Father Madigan of the German Mission called

and informed me that he would be going out to Watom Is-

land on the morrow to see Father Meyer. An invitation

was extended for me to accompany him which I accepted.

Continued with the specimens.

June 14 (Wednesday) To Watom.

With Fathers ^'^adigan and Schwingen in a small

pinace to Watom where we met Father Meyer. I was af-

forded an opportunity of seeing Father Meyer's collec-

tions. These were quite representative of New Britain.

Returned to the room at 4 P.M. and to work again

on the specimens.

June 15 (Thursday) Rabaul.

To the bank and began taking my salary in the

field as per agreement. Cabled New York: " Will for-

ward accounts made up to date. Please forward 5000

rounds of ammunition as requested. Will proceed as stated

It has been necessary for me to send to Sydney

to obtain a statement of my accounts there before I can

straighten out my accounts and forward these to the Mu

Rabaul is beastly hot these days and certainly

gives me no incentive for work. ^ept on with the birds

the rest of the day.

News has reached us that Patrol Officer Mack

has been killed by the natives of the Ramu River in

New Guinea.
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June 16 — 20 Rabaul.

Remained in the quarters and continued labeling

spedimens. These are coming along in grand shape and will

soon be ready to be despatched to New York.

June 21 Wednesday) Rabaul.

Father Otto Meyer called to have a look at my

collections. The poor old man became so excited that he

actually sat on the floor twice. This is a fairly common

trick of older people. Father tSeyer told me that this

was the first time he had been afforded an opportunity of

viewing the birds of New Britain in series.

It was necessary for me to discard the large

Cassowary which Mike had taken in the Nakanai country. He

had failed to degrease it properly and the same has become

terribly greased burned. I simply will not forward poor

material to the Museum.

Mr. John Talmadge, an Australian, has been en-

gaged temporarily, to clean all of the guns. These must

be taken apart and sponged with gasolene and later satur-

ated with vaseline at regular intervals.

Mr. Gordon Thomas of the Rabaul Times, called

in the afternoon; he also wanted to see the birds. We

are fortunate in being able to work without too many spec-

tators to consume our time with requests to observe spec-

imens .

June 22 -- 26 Rabaul.

During these days I contimxed with the specimens

and packed one large case for the Museum.
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‘Mr. RGnton, a tinsmith was engaged to make

cans for the bird drying racks. These, when completed

will hold three of the racks and are so arranged that

they can be made practically water tight by merely past-

ing a strip of tape around the lid. Thus when carriers

are crossing rivers, or when they stop to rest and put the

case down on damp or wet ground, or encounter rain on the

march, we will be assured that our specimens will not be-

come wet or damaged. These cases which measure over all,

not more than X Zk' X 2-|-^ are light enough for one

man to handle.

The old France, after lying idle in the harbor

for 17 months has been pulled up on the slip and found to

be badly rotted. W.R. Carpenter & Co. should have known

better than to leave a wooden vessel of this type such a

long time at anchor without a caretaker aboard to wash

down the decks and ventilate the hold.

Mr. and Mrs. Mackenzie have offered me the

"Lady Betty" for work in the Admiralty Islands but I do

not care to undertake the campaign with such a small ves-

sel and without a marinert of some kind, on board. It is

undertaking too much for a man to run a ship and an ex-

pedition both, at the same time.

Capt. Thomas Royden Lang, the former master of

the France, has returned to Rabaul as the first officer

of the new motor vessel, "John Bolton". He will be en-

gaged in the Copra trade here among the islands of the

Bismarck Archipelago, ‘'ang is working under Captain
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Cruikshank; also a former master of the'France'.

June 26 (Monday) Rabaul.

Received the following cable from the Museum:

"Sale of engine will reduce your refund to Museum from

13500. to $1624.88 Please refer to my letter of fif-

teenth day of June and twenty-third day of June. Murphy

Upon receipt of this cable I instructed the Bank

of New South Wales to telegraph that sum to Dr . Murphy

thru the Standard Bank of South Africa, Ltd., New York.

Captain Koch of the Manam,and Naess called for

dinner and advised me against the "Lady Betty" as she has

a reputation of being very dirty in head sea and a most

uncomfortable ship.

Continued with specimens in afternoon and evening.

These are progressing nicely at the present time and should

be well out of the road within a week.

June 27 (Tuesday) Rabaul.

Cabled Dr. Murphy as follows: "Your telegram

twenty-fourth day of June. Transfer has been made thru

Standard Bank of South Africa, Ltd. ^'^ew .Vill this

answer the purpose intended. Will answer your communi-

cations from the field. Coultas".

June 28 -- July 7 Rabaul.

During these days we finished packing the three

large cases, soldered them and passed thru the Customs and

turned same over to the shipping agents for oransportation,
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to New York via the S/S Macohui
,
which is leaving to-

morrow .

The smallest of the specimens were packed into

two small boxes and forwarded to the Museum by Parcels

Post
The field record sheets checked and recorded in

India ink, were also forwarded under separate cover.

This shipment is the largest and most complete

in quantity and quality of any 1 have despatched to the

Museum so far.

Mr. Charley Adams of the North Bainings has in-

formed me that he has taken a '^assowary out there with a

with a wattle something on the order of the one found on

a turkey gobler. I have concluded to visit his plantation

for a few days while I am waiting for a record of my ac-

counts from the Bank in Sydney. The question of transpor-

tation is one which will have to be considered most se-

riously .

The two new boys, Siap and Yawa have improved

wonderfully during their short stay with us.

A new boy, "Aunali" has been engaged, he is a

native of the Arawe coast and has a splendid police record

behind him; he having spent a few years in jail for mur-

der, and at other times, for stealing.

July 7 (Friday) Rabaul.

Labeled and packed the birds' eggs in two ammu-

nition boxes to be despatched to the Museum. Was able to

gather together sufficient small tobacco tins in which to

pack individual clutches of eggs and thereby eliminate
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k certain risk of breakage.

Also packed one ammunition box of mammal skulls

after soaking them in creosote and wrapping the same in

cotton. These too, well sprinkled with paradichloro-

benzine, should arrive at their destination in good con-

dition.

July 8 (Saturday) Rabaul.

Worked out an itinerary of movements of the Ex-

pedition since I joined and despatched the same to the

Museum.
Mr. Mackenzie has sold the "Lady Betty" to a man

named Montgomery, and has offered to take us on his other

vessel, the"Pato".

July 9 (Sunday) Rabaul.

Captain Mackenzie called and came to an agree-

ment with me regarding the use of his vessel for the sur-

vey of the Admiralty Islands. By the terms of our agreement

I will pay 65 pounds per month for the services of Mac-

kenzie, his wife, the vessel and the crew. Furthermore

I shal- supply the food for the ship.

He still has quite a bit to do before the vessel

is ready for sea but agrees that once started he will

continue until the end of the Admiralty Campaign.

July 10 (Monday) Rabaul.

A most hopeless day attempting to interview

Government Officials regarding the "Pato", insurance,

liabilities etc. The Harbor master, Commander Webb,
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was most accommodating, but unable to give me much assist-

ance. I concluded at last to leave everything in the hands

of Mackenzie. If he loses the ship then he must stand the

blame

.

4uly 11 (Tuesday) Rebaul.

Learned that I can obtain passage on the M/V

Kokopo, which is leaving for the North Bainings tomorrow

night. This vessel will allow me two weeks in the bush

in quest of the wattled Cassowary whie I am awaiting Bank

statement from Sydney and the refitting of the Pato.

To work getting effects in order and obtaining

shooting permits for the three natives I have engaged as

a permanent staff.

July 12 (Wednesday) Rabaul.

Assembled and placed all effects aboard the

Kokopo which will sail in the evening for Notremal in the

North Bainings.

Despatched the following letter to Dr. Murphy

in the Museum, in New York;

Rebaul, ^ew Guinea
July 12, 1933.

My dear Dr. Murphy

Your communication of April 3rd, reached

me upon my arrival in Rebaul the first of June. This

letter combined with a short article in Time Magazine

under date of March 27th, convinced me that I could not

go ahead with the survey of the Bismarck Archipelago as

I had originally planned and outlined to you earlier in
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'the campaign.

Inasmuch as the Admiralty survey always has been

the one major desire of the Committee, I concluded that

this should be undertaken at once and completed, if pos-

sible, before returning to the States.

Therefore, on J\ine 5th, I cabled you as follows:

"Combined shipment will be despatched about middle of

this month -- Proceeding Admiralty Islands-- Referring to

your letter of 3rd. day of April, authorize you stop pay-

ment of my wages new York beginning with the 15th day of

June-- similar amount may be deducted from the account in

the Bank here— sufficient funds in hand and stores to en-

able me to meet requirements this year— no need to re-

turn before about the end of this year or the beginning

of next— will explain fully by letter-- Please confirm

this telegram in such words that ^ may understand that

you have received message correctly'.'

The combined shipment as listed in my short note

of July 3rd, includes;

3 cases of birds by freight
5 boxes by post (birds, eggs, skulls)

3 packets by post (^aps, photo negatives , records

)

The contents are the remainder of the Nakanai

Mountain collection and all of the vVide Bay material, as

I intimated in my communication of December 17th, 1932,

I had but a few days in Rabaul in December to re-label,

pack and despatch specimens, re-equip and arrange for the

Wide Bay area^. I can visualize the uneasiness caused

b^ the receipt of very small shipments but I had either
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this course or a wait of six weeks in Rabaul for another

boat. I chose the former alternative.

Dr. Mayr is quite right in pointing out that for-

mer material from the Whitney Expedition was not sufficient-

ly labeled. In the future all shipments, including this

one, will bear the exact locality on the label along with

the custom.ary data. To facilitate the working out of lo-

calities in New York, there has been prepared and despatched

at this time, two maps -- one of New Britain, and the other

of the Admiralties (Ninigo's, Hermits etc. included). These

combined with the charts forwarded earlier should meet all

needs

.

To carry on the Admiralty campaign there was ap-

proximately 3000 pounds Australian available here at the

time of cabling, June 5th. With this amount I felt that I

could possibly do my share toward aiding matters in the

Museum by voluntarily accepting my wages in the field for

the remainder of my stay here. Therefore upon receipt of

your confirmation of my proposed salary transfer I in-

structed the Bank of New South Wales here in Rebaul, be-

ginning June 15th, 1933, to deposit the 15th day and the

first day of each month the equivalent of |50.00 American

at the current rate of exchange on the day of transfer.

This, the bank has consented to do by placing my salary in

a Number 2 account. I am forwarding, along with vouchers

and bank transfers, etc. to and including June 15th, a record

of this transaction in order that you may have same for

your files.
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In the previous paragraph I stated that I had ap-

proximately 3000 pounds Australian available at the time of

cabling, while on June lOtii, I instructed the bank here to

confirm to you through their agent, the Standard ^ank of

South Africa Ltd. (New York) the amount of my bank balance

in Rabaul which was roughly 2650 pounds. There was an

additional 100 pounds in the Bank of New South Wales, Syd-

ney, and over 300 pounds cash in my possession at that

timeT-- thus making 3000 pounds. I mention this to fore-

stall any misunderstanding.

You intimated in your letter of April 3rd that

it would be necessary for me to liquidate while there were

sufficient funds in the field. I had anticipated such a

course months ago and retained 100 pounds in the account

in Sydney for that purpose. Now to make doubly sure that

there will be no embarrassment, I have had 200 pounds ad-

ditional transferred from Rabaul to Sydney. This trans-

action also appears in the bank statement.

On June 26th I received your cable advising that

there was a refund due the Museum of $1624.88 on the sale

of the engine. I immediately instructed the Bank here to

cable you (Dr. Murphy) that amount thru the Standard Bank

of South Africa, Ltd., New York. The current rate of ex-

change for that day on $1624.88 reduced my balance by

486-2-6 pounds.

After the sale of the "France" last year, all
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ithe equipment was moved ashore into the Times Building

and later into Mr. C.J. Gascoigne's Storage rooms, giving

a permanent base for effects and supplies from which the

Expedition could operate quite freely.

It has been my policy to purchase supplies in

case lots where practicable, thus effecting a cheaper quo-

tation on the order and paying cash, as I do, the customary

charge --8^ on current accounts is eliminated. As you

will notice when looking over the incoming vouchers. Burns

Philip give an additional 10^ reduction on cash sales, and

Carpenters, 5^, which represent savings of 18^ and 13-;^

respectively. Working with this system there is often

a considerable amount of material on hand, as there hap-

pened to be when I cabled you June 5th.

Although the present economic turmoil through-

out the world has forced prices to low levels elsewhere,

there has been no appreciable letting-up in the enormous

percentages of profit extracted in all directions in this

sphere of the Pacific. Even with the returns on raw

produce so small that most plantations are failing into

the hands of large companies, freight rates and passenger

fares are still at pre-depression level.

By slowly assuming control of the majority of

plantations Burns Philip, and Carpenters are able to

gather practically all copra with their own vessels and

have forced out the small schooner trade which formerly

transported raw materials from plantations to the large
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concentration centers, such as Rabaul
,
Madang, Kavieng, etc.

Norddeutscher Lloyd has two vessels which pick up copra at

plantations and go direct to Hong Kong.

Burns Philip have two boats which visit the Ad-

miralty Islands: one, the overseas mail steamer Montoro

calls at Lorengau every third month. The other, the little

inter-island vessel, Maiwara calls at a number of places

at Manus as well as the outlying islands every six weeks.

Carpenter & Co. now have one vessel, the Buranbah, which,

visits outlying islands and Manus every six or eight weeks,

making the circuit from Madang to Rabaul and including the

outlying New Ireland islands and New Ireland ports. The

Duror and Duris which Carpenters operated in addition to the

Duranbah, in 1929 and 1930 have been lying idle for months.

The 'France' has made one trip to Pondo since

being sold. I wish to make clear that shipping conditions

have changed since copra dropped from 30 pounds per ton

to 6 pounds.

The Government has several small schooners which

it operates mainly for medical and patrol officers but

discourages, quite justly, the practice of transporting

private individuals except in emergency cases.

Any one of the vessels mentioned above could

land the Expedition at a base but it would be a matter

of weeks or perhaps months before picking it up again.

Time would be lost as was the case at Wide Bay. Again,

only a few hours in a locality would not be sufficient

to secure the best material.



,
i

? ' .£i « O' ,
-.T. Jnt*c noi ieuaer/itta

/(TCjOO -JU 0#J '>»u L t jt*

.
'

J:>T’‘'‘
' Jfx'Ttb 'Og -\'ir «nc r • £ Ji«j4

j ^

j'A jiJ .’jteiv r. 3 i<iw ttfco^i owj u>v/ul qtiiriT cmi.^

C'iOJnoii TeniiifJij : la.v e^«;-.it?vc e/.^ •,<’• :r-.on«XeI x,Jlj9Tjn

lli d.ij ,^enXo criT .
' ^m bllJ .i ;.4J^n9^oJ Ja ao

a:.- ,.^Xq To T. & w*s eXX**?
,
Xaeaov faiijele

i

- *rr

X

sMi>c . xXb abntie* :j X^iJjJo exiJ ':;i» lisn ar evrrjsU v£

riol'i.'. ,*fadnBTt^o sJd ,X<sB«sv sno 9wx,^t wcvi. .oT. ^ nelnsjqTi^J

»av «ri.3 io to xie eijneM bna abotitil arri’,;;I«Ji/o 8<Jieiv

j 3 ;-ii . wl oiii r.n.^ Iu«<iisH uj snAbaM kiotI ^tuoitc* ^ni;(am

erfT . dToq bnclBiI w«H bn-u abiiisi^i L.nr>X&Tl yitV. i4nl\_L^uo

04 ^oi4X^^a .il beJBT€»qo a"is4j'‘>qTA^ nolii*/ ei'id-CI brus totuQ

Jno.Ti Tcl aXbi ’ X'XX nayd w&r OSt i. i.>na €'S€X r
,

n-sox/d

aor.xf cbno*? o-* qiTv* ano abaw e^»ii *^o^^A•l’‘V filT

oljibf:' 0 3filqcii .-> jariJ ^Aei:> s?lain OJ aaiw I .dice a^iaci

noJ T *)0 afcn.'oq Ci hiotT bsqqoTb sTqoo oonXf.'i i O ^»VAa

.efrnucq o uJ

2f^ GTenoCi DC XXam3 Xxnavaa eiwl JncrccnsvoO

Jisri sTCOilTo i .n4fiq bna [cottier’ lol »B4«"teqo Si

gniJToqanATJ “to coXX-jati, -i j ,vi4sii^ «4it/p
,
-cgxTDOoeX-

.cccxo \oti^

I

.“(*,• J'jftDXo eXiii.' L' X V ibft 1 #4 bv/T'J

-
, t*-? r. fyt.io eiriO .iV 9T.J To cno

» ao wXiicm 4X 4urf ••efi c 4fl ticiJXbcqxS ouJ bnxX

,.' iiii Si u iJioiq ?./iJrJom oqari-sq to e»9^i* To

, : .ti\^ .IE er«o «iI4 flaw a* 4»oX c<i
' i =

JncXoiT'^t-a ;vX Jon •UiwoX « :i i ct*"" ^

, fliTr.Jaai XacT eTxjrae cJ



3Ji3

i had planned to come to Manus on the first avail-

able transport, plqce a base camp at Lorengau and carry on

to the best of my ability, using a large native canoe, which

I am told the natives make and sail well in these regions.

Such a course left many problems open to speculation, as

canoes are suitable for short distances and good weather,

but it would have been impossible to have reached any of

the outlying islands. I therefore felt a great deal of

satisfaction when I came to an understanding with Capt. and

Mrs. MacKenzie of the 88-ton schooner "Pato" here in Rabaul

By the terms of our agreement I am to have the

services of the vessel for a period of months ,( terminating

with 30 days' notice) with Mr. and Mrs. MacKenzie to oper-

ate same for the sum of 60 pounds per month, plus 5 pounds

insurance (carried in the owner's name, MacKenzie). I will

found the vessel and pay the crew of blacks and running ex-

penses which should be approximately, 150 pounds per month

Mr. MacKenzie is an experienced sailing ship op-

erator and engineer with years of time both here and in

Papua, while his wife is also familiar with sailing ships

engines, and and small schooner life. They have the

best of recommendations from both the Customs Officials

and the Harbor Master. The latter has been consulted in

reference to sailing permits and has granted a pratique

for the Admiralty Group and the outlying islands.

I might state now that I have experienced the

fairest of treatment from each and all Governmental
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Department's in this territory at all times since my arrival.

With the political world topsy-turvy and affairs in the Bast

at tension, it speaks well that an American has been given

a free hand. Our own country is not popular with other na-

tions just now.

With the services of the "Pato", I shall be afford-

ed a permanent mobile base, which can visit any island in

the group and make a survey without thought to time tables.

I have attempted to calculate expenses without and with the

vessel and find that the vessel has the additional feature

of saving time.

The "Pato" will be ready to proceed about August

first. Our immediate objective will be such outlying is-

lands as can be worked before the northwest season begins

in November, leaving the islands to the leaward of Manus

and Big Manus for the bad weather. It is impossible to give

you a set schedule at this date but I shall keep an itiner-

ary of movements. I am anticipating ship life again with

a great deal of pleasure and assure you that it will speed

up the work of the Expedition considerably.

Now about the bird shipments -- After the expe-

rience of flat birds in the Carolines, I have reverted to

Mr. Beck's idea of forwarding small specimens by Parcels

Post. As I have had no complaints regarding their condition

upon arrival at the Museum, I shall continue to do so.

Large cases I have arranged to have dispatched thru Mr. C.J.

Gascoigne (Customs Agent) which will eliminate my coming
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to fiabaul to obtain Department of Agriculture permit and

Customs clearance. There is no objection to this ar-

rangement here.

.Under date of March 3, 1933, Dr. Mayr wrote to

me that the customary number of specimens to be taken

should be about 100 birds a week. That may look very well

in the annals of the Whitney Expedition but perhaps Dr.

Mayr has overlooked the fact that Mr. Eichhorn, with whom

he compares ray work, collected slightly over 500 birds in

four months at Talasea, according to the published records.

And, strange to say, I have been asked specifically to col-

lect birds missed by Mr. Eichhorn-- at the rate of 100 per

week. I have prepared and am enclosing for the Committee

a list of birds taken by the Whitney Expedition which I do

not find mentioned in Dr. Harteret's report of the Talasea

collection. I am quite willing that a comparison of col-

lections, species, and time spent collecting, be made.

This, I believe, covers the matters at hand for the

present. My report of the work on New Britain and finan-

cial record with vouchers, are being dispatched under

«

separate cover.
Most sincerely;
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Birds collected by the Whitney Expedition on New Britain

which are not included in Dr. Harteret's report of the

collection made at Talasea by Mr. Eichhorn;

1. Casuarius bennetti

2. Demiegretta sacra.

3. Ixobrychus sinensis

4. Dendrocygna guttata

5. Dendrocygna arcuata

6. Accipiter princeps

7. Accipiter brachyurus

8. Accipiter meyerianus

9. Naliaetus leucogaster

10. Pandion haliaetus

11. Palco peregrinus

12. Excalfactoria

13. Habopteryx insignis

14. Hypotaenidia philippensis

15. Porzana cinerea

16. Araaurornis

17. Porphyrio

18. Orthorharapus

19. Sallinago
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,20. Calid.ris acuminata

21. oterna dougalli

22. Sterna bergii

23. Capella megala

24.

25. Ptilinopus insolitus

26. Streptapelia

27. Ducula van wyckii

28. Gymnophaps albertisii

29. Columba pallidiceps

30. fteinwardtoena browni

31. Charmosynopsis rubrigularis

32. Loriculus tener

33. Tyto aurantia

34. Collocalia esculenta

35. Collocalia spodiopygia

36. Alcyone websteri

37. Alcyone pusilla

38. Halcyon saurophaga

39. Rhyticeros

40. Ortygocichla

41. Saxicola

42. Monacella Mtilleriana

43. Cisticola

44. Myzomela cruentata

45. Zosterops
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46. Lonchura melaena

47. Lonchura spectabilis

July 13 (Thursday) Notremal.
I

We arrived off the Usiwit River about 10:30 A.M.

and were informed by Mr. Schnakenberg, the Captain, that

we had reached the end of his run and under no considera-

tion would he carry our cargo further. We still have 3

miles to go before we reach our destination.

A beautiful tropical scene ended our difficulties

by our use of the shi.ps boats to transport our effects to

Mr. Adams station at Notremal, at which place we paid our

passage

.

Once ashore at the latter's place, we were ex-

tended a most cordial greeting and urged to line in the

house with the Adams' family.

Theirs is a typical planter's home situated in

the cocoanut plantation. The house is a low, rambling

structure, with verandas on all sides and a cook house

and wash room adjoining the main building.

The laborers' quarters, or "Boys' houses" as they

are called, are placed at a good distance from those oc-

cupied by the whites. Cocoanuts, in even rows extend

from the beach frontage to a good half mile back into the

interior.
The country or terrain here is flat and is tra-

versed by the Usiwit River which rises in the 3000 foot

ranges of mountains that are encountered some 5 miles
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inland froin the coast.

Behind the plantation one observes a wealth of

virgin forest, growing on the mountain side.

July 14 (Friday) Notremal.

With my three boys into the bush to give them their

first lesson in the use of firearms for bird collecting.

We spent the whole day in the forest where we definitely

found signs of Cassowaries but saw no birds.

This is the season of Gallup nuts which should

bring these birds into this area for food. Natives con-

tend that “Cassowaries travel great distances in search of

these nuts. I believe them. Again I might add that the

nuts of the Gallup tree ripen more quickly in the low lands

than they do in the mountains.

July 15 (Saturday) Notremal.

There are conflicting reports among the plantation

laborers regarding the bird we a.re searching for. Some

contend that the bird with the wattle has yellow legs and

others seem to think that only juveniles have such color-

ation. Most all of the boys though, hold that there are

two kinds or species -- one with a wattle and one without.

Unfortunately for us, practically all of the na-

tives, that is Bainings, have died out in the mountains

behind the plantation so we have no local informants on

this subject.

Myself and the three boys into the bush again
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'all day. Slap is, by nature, a good hunter and a bushman.

Yawa is fair but not too sure of himself yet. Aunali is

absolutely no good in the bush. I shall have to turn him

over to Mrs. Coultas for services as the camp cook. I'm

fairly certain I saw a Columba pallidiceps today but could

not obtain it.

*rhe bush here is good and clean; heavily wooded

and easy to walk through. If we could induce rain to

dampen the leaves, I am sure we would have much better suc-

cess. Dry leaves are most noisy and frighten everything

within sound when one is walking.

July 16 (Sunday) Notremal.

Mr. and Mrs. Mc>Lean from the neighboring plan-

tation of Rangarere, called and spent most of the day.

During the afternoon Siap, one of my shoot boys

came home with a Columba pallidiceps, the yellow-legged

pigeon. Mr. and Mrs. McLean tell me that this bird is

quite common in the forest behind their plantation.

Evidently, this species of Columba is restricted to very

definite smali. areas, as we have not encountered it be-

fore, except the one time at Karlip on the Wide Bay coast.

July 17 (Monday) Notremal.

With Siap and Yawa I visited the forest area be-

hind Me Lean's plantation and obtained another example of

Columba pallidiceps. The only one I saw all day. Casso-

waries are reported too as occurring along the ridges

and valleys here though we saw none
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'this portion of New Britain, the northern most

part of the Gazelle peninsula is the oldest geological

formation on the island. The whole terrain is worn and

crumbly and shows every indication of a long period of

weathering. As stated before though, there is an excel-

lent stand of timber everywhere.

Aunali, our third boy appears to be afraid of the

bush and takes no interest in anything away from the salt

water. This is understandable as he was born and raised

on a small island on the south coast of New Britain, where

his people constantly were at war with the inhabitants

of the bush.

July 18 (Tuesday) Notremal.

To Mount Calabuse which lies directly behind the

plantation. I was able to record 2350 feet altitude on this

oarticular mountain though there are some slightly higher

in the immediate vicinity. There were numerous signs of

Cassowaries thru the bush but no specimens were either

seen or heard.

The two natives visited the mountains also but

in a different direction. They observed no Cassowaries

either. The red-knobbed fruit pigeon Ducula rubricera, is

most common in the mountains here.

July 19 ('Wednesday) Notremal.

Took Aunali with me to carry my hunting basket

and systematically worked in the river country and its

approximate undergrowth and thickets; we saw and heard
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, one cassowary but did not have an opportunity to shoot

at the bird's head.

Later in the day I located two chots ( Monacella )

and obtained these from the small stones in the center of

the river. This species is very shy and retreats quick-

ly into the forest when disturbed or frightened.

July 20 (Thursday) Notremal.

With the two boys to the native village of'Mo'.'

in the mountains. The Baining natives all ran away when

they learned that we were coming. As a consequence we saw

none of them.

Their village is nothing more than a collection

of "lean-to's" scattered around the edge of a large garden.

We continued on all day and obtained nothing of

value to us, except pigeons for our dinner.

July 21 (Friday) Notremal.

Myself along the river all day and obtained a

Henicopernis and another chat ''Monacella). The bush is

entirely too dry for good collecting. Even though I arise

before daylight and take my breakfast with me; there is

not enough dew penetrating the forest trees to overcome

the rustle of dead leaves.

July 22 (Saturday) Notremal.

Siap put up a cassowary early in the morning and

in true native fashion chased it all day. The bird be-

ing as smart as the native kept out of gun range all of

of the time.

Myself into the mountains but had no better success
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than Siapi

July 23 (Sunday) Notremal.

Mrs. Coultas and I to visit the MacLeans at their

plantation . MacLean has had two of his boys in the bush

this past week looking for cassowaries for us but neither

of them has had any success.

July 24 (Monday) Notremal.

To the mountains back of the MacLean plantation

at Rangarere. I obtained one example of Columba pallidiceps

and observed a number of others which I was not able to

procure. These were found feeding in the tops of very

high trees. Like the Nicibar pigeon which they resemble a

great deal when seen from a distance these birds have de-

veloped the ability of being able to hide successfully,

when disturbed.
r

July 25 (Tuesday) Notremal.

One of MacLean 's boys returhed with a half-grown

cassowary which he obtained early this morning. This one

did have yellow legs but in all respects resembles other

juveniles we have seen. This upholds Fred Werner's theory

that only juvenile birds have their legs so colored.

Myself along the river country and found only an

excellent example of Ceyx lepidus — nothing more.

July 26 (Wednesday) To Talele Islands.

I spent a fair share of the day obtaining a row

boat and a large canoe with which to transport ourselves

and three natives to the low sandy Talele Islands which
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lie a few miles out in the ocean from this portion of the

coast

.

L am especially anxious to go there to collect a

subspecies of Pachycephla and a Myzoinela which only occur

in the small islands and not on the mainland of New Britain.

Early in the afternoon we were favored with a row

boat from Rangerere Plantation which transported us to the

island. The boys followed with their sleeping equipment

in a large canoe.

These seven small sandy islands offer no shelter

in the way of houses and no fresh water - of any kind.

No natives live here and those who visit them only come

for sea birds and twitles eggs or perhaps a few sea birds

which the boys devour on the spot.

Once ashore we made a make-shift camp under an

overhanging ledge of rocks which were located high enough

above high tide to give us a dry place to live.

The boys concluded to make their sleeping quarters

on the sandy beach. Sufficient fresh water for our needs

was brought with us in tins.

For this temporary camp of only a few days' du-

ration we brought only a small kettle in which to boil tea

,
a little rice and a few tins of meat. It is possible

that the boys may be able to catch a few fish while here.

In the evening, just at dusk, we observed Frigate

birds coming in from the sea, to roost presumably on one

of the small outlying islands of the group.
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I sent the boys off in the small canoe after dark to

locate the roosting ground of these birds, in order

that we may obtain some birds tomorrow morning.

.

July 27 (Thursday) Talele Islands.

Up before daylight and with two boys in the na-

tive canoe to the outermost sand-pit where I hoped to ob-

tain a few frigate birds as these were putting out to sea.

Just as we approached the island I observed a number of

birds circling overhead and when I fired at one, which

I missed, the whole colony of several hundred took flight.

These were accompanied by many thousand noddy

terns ( Anous minutus ) which were also roosting on this

small island.

The three of us went ashore on this small bit

of land which was not over 400 feet in length and 100

feet wide, and found the same covered with a low dense

vegetation of scrub trees and bushes. Like all tiny

islets that are used by thousands of sea bird for a

roosting place, this one also reeked of ammonia fumes

from the excnetia of so many birds. We concluded to re-

turn in the evening and attempt to catch our desired

Frigate birds after dark.

Continuing on in an easterly direction we came

to another low rocky islet which was not over 150 feet long

by 50 feet wide by 25 feet above water and barren of all

trees and scrubs. This tiny bit of ground turned out

to be the visiting grounds for hundreds of terras of two
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‘ species. ‘ Both Sterna dougalli and S. sumatrana were

found incubating their one egg which was laid on the

bare rock or ground. In some instances eggs were laid

on ledges or between crevices of stones on the perpen-

dicular sides of the mountain cliff.

We collected examples of both species of birds

and a few clutches of eggs as well.

Hard rains in the afternoon caused a number of

stones to loosen on the top of our overhanging ledge.

I became unduly alarmed and had our make-shift beds moved

down on the sand beach. There are any number of things

I prefer to having a large stone roll down on me while

I am asleep.

In the evening our whole complement to the small

island where the frigate birds come to roost. The boys

Y/ere able to catch two of these birds with their hands as

well as several noddy terns of which I saved a pair for

record on.ly.

I made an attempt to climb the small trees and

catch specimens with my hands but in doing so, fell out

of the tree and frightened the colony away. My native

didn't forgive me for this blunder either. Once dis-

turbed, the birds did not return again for some time

which necessitated our returning to camp.

July 28 (Friday) Talele Islands.

To work early in the morning on the material

taken last night. Then covered the island upon which

we are living. This island, the largest of the seven.
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covers about an acre in area and rises about 100 feet above

the ocean. It is rocky with some sandy fore shore and cov-

ered with a scraggly growth of trees and shrubs.

Here we found living the small island species.

Myzomela sclater

i

,
Pachycephala pec toralis dahli and

Monarcha cinerescens

.

Examples of these were taken.

In the evening we again visited the small island

where the frigate birds roost and obtained three more ex-

amples of this species. This time my natives insisted

that I remain on the sandy fore shore and let them obtain

the specimens.

July 29 (Saturday) Talele Islands.

A most miserable day for us crowded together under

the overhanging ledge while rain poured or pelted down

outside. We managed to finish off the frigate birds

from the night before without the mist bothering the birds

too much. The rest of the day and night were just simply

spent in waiting for the rain to stop.

July 30 (Sunday) To Notremal.

Mr. MacLean called for us early this morning

with his little pinnace "Lottie Don" and transported us

and our effects to Notremal where we were able to dry

ourselves and our specimens. Ours was not a very pleas-

ant camp on the small island but it did give us a rep-

resentation of the ornis of these small islands.

July 31 (Monday) Notremal.
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With the boys again and into the bush where we

were not fortunate enough to find or even see a casso-

wary. ii-ept at the task all day and returned to the camp

dog tired. Siap played culprit and ran away for the night,

for which he was soundly reprimanded.

August 1 (Tuesday) To Rabaul.

Mr. MacLean who is going to Rabaul in his small

pinnace for supplies extended us an opportunity of re-

turning with him. We loaded all of our effects into

his small gasolene boat and proceeded to reach the city

about 4 in the afternoon. It was necessary for us to

transport our supplies and equipment from the north coast

in a truck as MacLean did not care to make the long journey

around the north end of the Gazelle peninsula in his small

boat

.

In the city w^e set to work in our quarters lay-

ing out our small collection of specimens to dry and pre-

paring to clean up accounts and sundries before commencing

the Admiralty campaign.

August 2 (Wednesday) Rabaul.

To Captain MacKenzie this morning and learned

that the Pato will not be ready yet for some days. As it

is we have sufficient work to keep us busy here for several

weeks

.

This time in port plan to clean up all accounts;

photos, notes, ate., and dispatch those.

I received Dr. Murphy's letter of June 15th

which is quoted herein:
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June 15, 1933.

Dear Coultas:

We have evidently connected promptly and with

no misunderstanding in our respective cables of June 7, 8,

and 15. We are pleased to learn from the last that your

accounts are up to date and that you are forwarding them.

The ammunition as requested in your recent letter will be

made up and dispatched at once.

In addition to the three cables mentioned I

received on June 10 a message from the standard Bank of

South Africa in New York, which had evidently been for-

warded on your behalf from Rebaul. This ststed that the

amount to your credit in the Bank of New South Wales at

Rabaul was 2,650 pounds, Australian currency, which at the

day's rate of exchange amounted to slightly over $8,700.

I have no means of knowing whether this is your entire

balance and that brings me to the general matter of your

financial records.

At the time I went to England a year and a

half ago, I more or less dropped immediate contact with

your affairs, financial and otherwise. Therefore, when the

Whitney Expedition Committee recently called for a finan-

cial statement it was a good deal of a shock to me to find

that we had had no return from you since Septemoer 1930,

and that the balance unaccounted for amounted to i|.29, 571.53

a sum which did not include the funds which accrued to you
schooner

from the sale of the/ 'France' I enclose the Bursar's
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statement, which you may find useful for comparison with

your own record.

Jt is not necessary for me to tell you that such

a long interval between the rendering of accounts and

vouchers is very far from being good business. Moreover,

it is a direct neglect of our written understanding with

you by the terms of which you were to send in very frequent

reports and accounts. Besides putting you in a bad light,

the situation has let me down because in the last analysis

I am responsible to the iVhitney Committee even though I

close
necessarily had to drop/contact last year. I hope that

the early arrival of your full records, including the

'France' transaction, will do as much as possible to put

everything right.

If you would always make a point of posting us

some kind of report, however brief, at every opportunity,

no end of misunderstanding and dissatisfaction would be

avoided. Your collections are eagerly examined by most

members of the Whitney committee and by all on the staff

of the Bird Department, and it is unavoidable that the

greatly reduced quantity of material over that which we

used to received in the old days should be noted and com-

mented upon. There may be excellent reasons why this is

the case, but you are the only person who can acquaint us

with them and this you have certainly not done sufficiently

for your own good. Even Mayr who has had experience in that

part of the world and who knows all the difficulties, has

failed to understand why the material has been so limited
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and, still more, why we hear such a very little from

^
Furthermore, we cannot fail to pick up all sorts

of information, including rumors which may or may not be

true from outside sources, and it would be much better

for you if you anticipated all such matters by direct re-

port to us. It would not hurt you to do so even if you

regarded the facts as personal. Certainly the hiring of

the James boys, if that is true, was far from a personal

matter and one in which the Museum has a clear respons-

ibility, even to the point of liability for injury or ac-

cident. We should know of all such things from you long

before there is any opportunity for them to trickle in

to us from outside. I hope that a full journal of all

your observations and business transactions has already

been dispatched so that I may have the opportunity of pre-

senting all the work you have done for us in the best pos-

sible light at the next general meeting of the Whitney

Committee, which will probably be held in September.

Your salary of June 15 is being paid as usual

by the Museum Bursar, but in accordance with my cable of

June 8 you may hereafter draw it yourself twice a month

from the Museum balance under your control. In doing

this you must keep in mind that you are paid in dollars

just as all other Museum employees are, and that you are

entitled to an amount of foreign currency only equivalent

to what can be purchased by the given amount of dollars

on the respective salary dates. You doubtless understood
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this without any advice from me, but I put it into the record

in order to avoid any possible mi sunderstanding.

You are already aware of the seriously straitened

finances of the Museum, and that it will not be possible for

us to send any further money from the small balance of the

Whitney fund. We cannot afford even to make further ship-

ments of supplies, though we are making an exception in the

case of the ammunition ordered in your last letter which

would not be available to you in any other way.

Moreover, in view of the urgent need we are sure

to have for the small balance of our Whitney funds after your

final shipments have been received, the committee feels that

the cost of the 85-horse power gasoline engine and other

equipment which was never used, will have to be reimbursed to

the Museum from the proceeds of the sale of the 'France'.

This engine, with the propeller, etc., has lain at Oakland

for the last two years, representing an absolutely dead loss

to the Whitney fund. We have not had a single bona fide

offer for it, although the company has made efforts to sell

it on commission for about half its cost. The data I have

from the manufacturers and steamship companies are as fol-

lows, and I should like your confirmation of the details;

Original cost paid by you ']j!3312.00

Expenses of return and cartage 144.38
Total |;3456.38

Regarding the cost of the propeller, etc., I

have never had any figures, but on the motion of Dr. Chapman
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'the Whitney committee has ordered that the round sum of

$ 3500 . (unless the details on cost are amended by you) be

reimbursed from your Museum balance and that a draft for

that amount be sent to the Bursar of the American Museum

of Natural History. This will cut down by more than one-

third the balance with which you plan to wind up your cam-

paign, but there is no other course open.

You may find all of this an unwelcome letter
,
but

I assure you that we have all been undergoing very severe

deprivations in our lives, and work, and you are really

very lucky to have been carrying on in a less hectic part

of the world. I sincerely hope that the journals, re-

ports, financial statements and specimens now under way

will go far to cheer up Dr. Sanford and everybody else here

with reference to the last two years of the Whitney iixpedi-

tion’s great campaign. If you will only follow up the

letters you have already sent with more frequent communi-

cations, say never less than one a month, it will go far

to reinstate you and the work in the eyes of the Museum.

To date, your last letter of which we have record was

written at Wide Bay on December 17, 1932, mailed at Rabaul

February 13, 1933, and reached us here on March 25. In

other words it was three months between a letter and the

next communication, which was merely a cable, and at times

there have been still longer gaps. Often too, the letters

have been entirely lacking i^ certain bits of information

which would be of very great interest to all of us.
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Dr. Mayr finds that the series of many species

of ^^ew Britain birds are already so large that nothing can

be gained by adding to them. No startling discoveries can

be expected in the lowlands there, and it seems to us that

the one profitable opening is that which you have now be-

gun, namely to work at the Admiralty Islands as long as

funds are available.

Finally be sure to keep in mind that your re-

sources are expected also to get you, as well as all of

your material, home again. You had best set aside a

reasonably liberal balance for this purpose. I should

to have also as early as possible a statement of your plans

for returning, because we intend to do everything possible

to give you the opportunity for work which was promised

when you first joined the Expedition.

The field notes of the Whitney Expedition, be-

ginning with those of Beck and Quale, are now bound in

eighteen large volumes, and this does not include a mass

of manuscript from Hamlin which is ready to be bound up

in the same way. I earnestly hope that we may soon have

your reports, to be copied and added to this series.

At present it makes a definite and conspicuous gap that

your journals are not included, especially as you are one

of the leaders of the Expedition which is bound to remain

notable in the annals of ornithological science. Your

work is appreciated far more than I have indicated in this

letter. Perhaps you have not seen the remarks of
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Professor Osborn as published in his final Annual Report.

I am therefore having a copy mailed to you.

With best wishes from everybody here, I am,

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Robert Cushman Murphy

Mr. William F. Coultas,
Whitney South Sea Expedition,
Rabaul, Territory of New Guinea.

P.S. Did you receive my letter of March 3, 1933?

August 3-15 Rabaul.

During these days I worked over the accounts

of the Expedition since September 1930. This, as a whole

was no mean feat as I was required to manipulate American

dollars, English pounds sterling, Australian pounds, Jap-

anese yen, Phillipine pesos, and Dutch Guelders. On top

of this I had to deal with a fluctuating exchange as well.

Mrs. Coultas during this time assisted me with

accounts and began to work up a concise list of requisites

for our six months' campaign in the Admiralty Islands.

The three natives were kept busy washing and

• ironing clothes and working around our quarters.

August 15-31 ^^abaul

This portion of the month was spent in cleaning

up a number of tasks that accumulated over a period of

months. One case contains over a dozen glass jars of



. oj ^0liAn M ^/TiViw s'l:. 'flan.? m-e I

,
's I

,
6 'i8 ii \,f'C<? \')*Vf> rrtoi^ e**ritiv» ii^iA

Yc'qTXiJi! .-.jwnflaxiC JnacfoH v5m:sX8)

jtOJli.O’ . TiilliXiw, ,-iX

,

* ifcoqxii 49S i. ?i/o8
. fioftn/S w«H 'If' x'loSL'i-i^T

, 'uscJeH

f.'y liOTij:.; lo TO V • i »vX?j9t tfo\ i

^ 1 . ?I-C 'flLXSi;A

9iriL‘or>rfi T^-io baXtcw I e^Bc dPtriJ ;

f ft f: jEIkT . -^ . ] lodnjB.Jqea orv'T'*’ rroi,? i * t>rjxj- lo

t'KDiA 9 v^Bl^n IfiBCi v'J L*)TX;.^fT eBA *. e ::tf r cr efiw

. ,i,tru'yq netlL’Uet. n
,

- .'i?.;?. «t>nucq ^ ,eTfiIi -.b

i.c .
' friK) nSJnC i.na *niqlXIXnS ,CC\

f c.ft j, .•’iV>y,T ^,ri.Tj?e.?ouI i a' r^C :m iBsb ci bin X a/ix-i

V
tv» urn c«'4<Xe?s eri^" tir.J sni-rt. pb^X^oC . ?”

f I To -TeiX ^9 <vn^‘0 u qtx X'low • .? vj.=> Svijuoqo'.

ajlBl '(JXbtipoA Qii-J xri nsiaqmBC .' arf.' u v xft ti;c to*

X U xniitftBw v«ti*X r-i$>A cfevX..«*n ^ «;1T

.
-' iT- P OilUOTe t ,»; Of* CBn^^ lO >.fM’rrOTt

X uBCJ i - X ^ T-s
’

!*>• f :. ni JxtBqa sbw ‘Jc\cm 1l6 noi ^Tx-q .!:ixlT

to boiieq c ;t'VO bi- J /.Xi/muooB wjboj eTfG.pJ lo Tocfri'n e qw

>; n i*. ( 84:0^7 xf«-vctr.' ill »pvc .-irJBjnco oi- ’ '' •'"



specimensC ornithological ) in alcohol and one five-gallon

milk can containing the larger specimens in alcohol, were

forwarded to the Museum via S/S Carisso.

Photographic negatives of the Expedition's work

were labelled and dispatched by post. These negatives

dealt with the Solomon and Caroline Islands.

Another collection of bird parasites which were

collected on New Britain were labelled and dispatched to

the Museum.

The collection of small birds, collected at Notre-

mal and the Talele Islands in July were put in order and

f orwarded.

I purchased a ton of rice for use on the ship

and engaged Mr. Gascoigne to place this rice in 5-gallon

tins which were soldered and made air tight after being

filled. These 38 tins of rice will be held as a reserve

aboard ship against the time when we are short or out of

f ood .

Another native, a small boy named 'Bito* from

New Ireland was signed on as a cook's helper for a period

of one year. He like the others will be paid the sum of

6 shillings per month for his services rendered.

On August 29th I dispatched the following letter

to the Museum relative to the James brothers and their

connection with the Expedition.
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Rabaul
,
T.N.G.

August 29, 1933.

Dear Dr. Murphy:

Regarding the matter of the James brothers

who were with me until the first of June this year.

The James boys have been acquaintances of

mine for years back in the States. As early as June 1930

I wrote once to Harold James asking what he was doing and

telling him that I was interested in him, nothing more.

The next intimation of their whereabouts

came as a cable from Manila to me in Palau stating that both

Harold and John were with Capt. Lang there. I presumed that

the Museum had sent both of these boys out to me and did

not learn differently until the 'France' reached Palau in

December 1931. There the boys informed me that they had

packed their bags and come out to join me on their own,

and were not from the Museum.

When discussing the matter with Capt. Lang

he told me that he too was first under the impression that

the Museum had sent the boys and later, when he learned

differently, went to Mr. Hester, the American Trade Com-

missioner, who advised him inasmuch as he was signing off

the Chinese cook and would require a mate and an engineer

for the vessel, he might as well take these two boys, which

he did.
As the James boys were signed on the 'France'

on articles at Manila, one as engineer, the other as mate,

I paid them $40.00 per month, sailor's wages, and return
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passage to Manila as per articles.

Here in Rabaul, I explained at the time of ar-

rival that I was ordered by the Museum to cut down on my

staff and work at a minimum to eliminate expense and that

I couldn't guarantee them much of a salary, because I did

not know how my funds would work out in this new territory.

They both told me then and also later, that they were not

interested in the money but wanted the experience.

At that time I was losing all of my Solomon Island

bird skinners who were then overdue at their homes. I had

petitioned the Solomon Island Government to allow me to re-

tain the best boy of the lot and received a very firm neg-

ative.
The natives of this territory are not bird skinners

I have yet, to this day, to find one boy who can make up a

skin equal in quality to those forwarded by this expedition

When I look back at the experience of Dr. Mayr, F. Shaw-

Meyer, and Mr. H. Stevens in this territory, or to go a

little farther when I see the pitiful examples that Father

Otto Meyer's boys bring to him, I do not feel so badly

about my own lot.

I felt that I should keep the James boys on for a

time and let them aid me in getting well started in the

territory. For their services in the field I agreed to

and did pay them the sum of five pounds a month, which I

feel was sufficient for them and is no more nor less than

others have received heretofore.
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The boys were of assistance in many ways; both

with the 'France' and in the field, though I must say

that their hearts were not in the work. Harold could

have developed into a very fine bird skinner had he ap-

plied himself but like so many young men he detested

skinning birds. John the older boy, though very slow,

did become a good hunter and turned in some very good

specimens. However, city-bred young men who are accus-

tomed to regular hours, set tasks, delicatessen meals

and good evenings' entertainment, find this life very try-

ing and are not able to adapt themselves quickly to their

surroundings

.

Early this year, I explained to the boys that

their time with the expedition was limited and they set

about seeking employment elsewhere. Both were success-

ful in obtaining jobs at the Gold-fields on the mainland

of New Guinea.

As shown by the accounts and statements which

have gone forward both boys have been paid in full for

their services and left me for the gold-fields the early

part of June this year.

Sincerely

,
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COPY OF LETTER FROM P.B. JAMES TO W.F.COULTAS

4808-37th Ave. ,N .E. Seattle--

3S-Q

(I have never acknowledged this letter as I did not

think it necessary). Coultas.

Seattle, Vifash.

Dear Mr, Coultas: Dec. 8,1931.

A letter from Mike giving us the Expe-

dition's forwarding address in New Guinea affords us our

first opportunity to apologize for the sheer brass dis-

played in our giving permission to our sons to go "crash-

ing the gate" into the middle of your Expedition all

on the strength of what you in your .... said to them when

you were in Seattle. We would not have dared to do it

had it not been for your plea of "guilty" to some success-

ful "gate crashing" of your own (e.g. in Russia and in

New York) in times gone by and for the fact that being a

married man you will probably have sons of your own some

day. You will learn then by experience what you already

know by observation and long-suffering, and long-suffer-

ing: that parents will stop at nothing to advance what

they conceive to be the interests of their offspring.

This is just a biological fact and nothing can be done

about it that I know of.

Anyhow I want to pay tribute to your

good sportsmanship in taking the news of the boys' arrival

the way you did. Wilkinson (who was one of the arch con-

spirators against your peace and dignity) assured us that

we could count on it and the fact is that knowing you, we
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needed no such assurance. It would be impertinent to

'thank you, for the debt Mrs. James and I owe you is too

great to be paid off by mere thanks. You are giving our

boys the one big chance of their lives -- something we

could never have obtained for them ourselves. We want you

to know that we, on our part, (I speak for Mrs. James as

much as for myself) are good enough sportsmen to agree wil-

lingly to all the risks the boys may be called upon to take.

We do not want you to change any of the Expedition's plans

in the slightest degree in order to keep John and Mike from

meeting dangerous conditions which you would feel warranted

in facing yourself. We assume that attacking a terra— in-

cogni ta in the interior of New Guinea involves a distinct

element of danger. Well, if that is what best serves the

work of the Expedition we are glad you and they are going

there. vVe are not, either of us believers in "Safety

First". Better by far that the boys should run the risk

of fever, cannibals, snakes, etc., in New Guinea and play for

big stakes even if they lose and never come back than

that they should rust out on the street of Seattle, where

the danger of being killed by an automobile is probably

greater than the danger from wild men, wild animals and

fever in New Guinea. We are not borrowing trouble nor

worrying in the least. We have considered the risk, that,

is all, and decided that it is well worth taking and we

trust you and the boys implicitly.

I have been lecturing the boys about the need
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“ of note-taking and have passed on to John some in-

structions I gathered from one of his Geology professors

here concerning geological field work. Any thing you

can do to keep them on their toes in these matters will

be appreciated. I wish you would also urge them to keep

in touch with Miss Gamble, their benefactress in Palo

Alto, whose kindness made their trip possible. Miss

Gamble, as Mike tells me, being the "heiress" of Ivory

soap, is wealthy enough to finance the Expedition for

another year or two if her interest is aroused. They

owe it to her to write to her as fully, frequently and

interestingly as they can, and -- to put the obligation

on its lowest terms-- it would be strange if a reasonable

considerateness on their part did not react favorably for

the Expedition, for you and them in the future. One never

can telli

There is not much news here that v/ould interest

you beyond what the boys have already conveyed. The Mu-

seum situation here in Seattle is distinctly improved,

I should suppose by the gift of $250,000. to the city by

one of the Professors at the U. (Fuller'«)to build an

art Museum in Volunteer Park which is to house his col-

lection. I am a little worried about Wilkinson, who

helps everybody but himself. he has been eased out

of the job on which he was depending to put him through the

University in consequence of unusually bad behavior on

the part of Mrs. Savery, the selfish little goose in
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'charge of Henry Art Gallery where he worked. However

the worm seems at last to have turned, and Wilkinson

is putting up a vigorous fight which I trust will land

him in another job even if it fails to bring him back

the one he lost, and which may also result in a check-

mate from an unexpected quarter for the ambitious little

minx at the Henry Gallery.

The well and unfavorably known"depression" con-

tinues with no signs of abating as yet. If you have any

option about the time of your return to civilization, I

would say; defer it as long as possible while the storm

blows itself out. "Civilization" is a good thing to be

out of under present conditions. There is a good deal of

talk about the"end of an era", and there may be something

in it. Perhaps nobody now alive will ever see "Prosperity

again. It is difficult to see what, can be done to bring

about real improvement, short of an econom.ic and social re

adjustment far more radical than anything responsible

people are willing to consider yet. Which of course in-

volves the distinct possibility that we may drift along

into something much worse. I have even suggested to John

that it would be a good idea to keep eyes open for some

remote haven of refuge where, if worse comes to worst, one

could barricade himself and live in peace. I am not an

alarmist and do not expect anything like this to happen

but it would be folly not to recognize it as a possibility
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I think millions of people in this country-- not neces-

sarily of the "unemployed" -- would say the same thing.

In fact, the East is far more given to gloomy foreboding

than we are out here. So you will understand that I am

quite serious in my suggestion.

Please allow Mrs. James and me to congratu-

late you on your marriage. We regret having had no op-

portunity to meet Mrs. Coultas v/hen she passed through

Seattle en route to the Orient, but we did not hear of

her coming until after she had gone. She must be a

wonderful girl to go out into the wilds as she has done,

without apparently realizing that it is anything out of

the ordinary.
High Goat

P .B . J ames

September 1 -- 30 Rabaul.

During this irritating time we busied our-

selves with packing, preparing, organizing supplies and

commestibles for a 6-months survey of the Admiralty

Islands. All of us encounter considerable delay be-

cause of an epidemic of Dengliue fever which swept

Rabaul. This sickness was brought on largely by the

tremendous amount of dust which had accumulated during

the dry spell. Our English cousins here have not ad-

vanced to the place where they sprinkle streets to

keep down dust and indirectly, sickness.

Our new recruit "Diti" was sent to the hospital
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•and will )iave to be forwarded on to us at Manus in the

Admiralty Islands, later.

On September 10th, a native living on the out-

skirts of fiabaul
,
brought in an example of Habropteryx

which he had snared. I was most pleased with the receipt

of this bird for I have suspected for some time that Father

Meyer obtained one or more specimens around Rabaul even

though I could not get him to commit himself on this sub-

ject. Why he was so damned afraid I would discover the

areas in which he collected his material it is beyond me

to comprehend.

The first supplement of my bird notes was typed

and sent in during this time though I was only able to cover

a small proportion of this work.

Captain Thomas Royden Lang, our late master of

the schooner 'France', was lost overboard from the S/S Mon-

toro while en route to Sydney from Rabaul. We were most

distressed to learn of his death.

The work on the Pato which has been held up on

account of the sickness of MacKenzie, progressed to such

a point that we were able to begin loading our cargo the

last week in the month.

I was fortunate also to be able to purchase at

three pence a gallon, a number of drums of crude oil from

Captain Montgomery of the "Enuk" who is disposing of his

vessel and returning to Scotland.
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The customary price for crude oil in this part of the

world is one shilling a gallon, thus I was able to effect

a considerable saving.

Mrs. Coultas, while shopping in Chinatown, was

able to procure a number of pounds of beads which a Chinese

tradesman let her have for a penny a pound. These she

can and will use in trading with the natives.

A variety of calicoes were purchased, cut in five-

foot lengths, and bundled in lots of ten, before they were

stowed in locked containers. With calicoes in bundles

so numbered, we hope to eliminate loss from theft. Natives

will and do steal everywhere and proper precaution must be

taken against such action on their part. Thus every con-

tainer we use has at least ohe good padlock fastening it.

Fish spears, trade paint, cheap shirt buttons,

cheap thread, tobacco and other materials were all put in

tin lockers or boxes, against the time when we would dis-

pose of them to the natives for foods, specimens of birds,

rent on houses, carrier service and the like.
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Hew Britain

'*New Britain is a cresoent-shaped angular

island lying between the southern part of New Ireland

Island and Gape King William on the northeast coast of

New Guinea. From Gape Gazelle, its northeasternmost

point, the island trends in a southwesterly direction

of 120 miles and thence westward for 185 miles to its

western extreme, the most southerly point being in the

vicinity of the 150th meridian; it is about 60 miles

in breadth in places, and the isthmus connecting Gazelle

peninsula, the northern portion of the island, to the

main part is about 20 miles across.

The island generally is mountainous, and in

the northern part of Gazelle peninsula there is an ac-

tive volcanic parisitic cone, v/hich was in violent erup-

tion in 1870, v/hen an island 60 feet in height, v/as

thrown up on the western shore of Blanche Bay. This

eruption, which covered the whole of Blanche Bay and 3t,

George Ghannel v/ith pumice, was succeeded by a seismic

wave, which washed away a large portion of Matupi Island.

In Lolobau Island on the north coast of New Britain and

on the main island to the southv/ard of it, there are also

active volcanoes.

The Island of New Britain is for the most part

covered with virgin forest, even the volcanoes are in

most cases so covered to their summits. The land is
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watered by a fairly large number of rivers, great and

small, and possesses several well protected harbors on

its coasts. 7/hile the whole south coast eastward of

Cape Merkus is almost free from reefs, and has deep

water close to the shore, the y/est and north coasts are

fronted by numerous reefs, making these coasts dangerous

for shipping."

"Gazelle peninsula is the northern part of

New Britain; its eastern and northern shores are con-

tiguous to St. George’s channel and the adjoining waters;

Grater peninsula and Rembarre ranges in the north-

west; the Takit range in the southwest (Baining) and the

Bainings again in the southeast. The eastern coast of

the peninsula is not so mountainous as the northern and

western sides."

Blanche Bay.- From Cape Gazelle the coast runs

in a general westerly direction for eleven miles to

Raluana point, thence it curves in westerly, northerly

and general southeasterly directions to Praed point,

two and one-half miles northward of Raluana, forming a

large irregular bay known as Blanche Bay, containing many

smaller bays and harbors.

Simpson Harbor, occupying the northwestern sec-

tion of the inner part of Blanche Bay is two miles in

length by one and one-half miles in width between bridges

point and the opposite shore.

It is hero that the city of Rabaul, the seat
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of the Australian Mandated Government is located.

On February 2, 1932, the schooner * France

»

of the Whitney Expedition anchored preparatory to the

disposal of the vessel and the commencement of ein ex-

ploration of the Bismarck Archipelago as a land unit.

As the use of the schooner 'France* was no longer neces-

sary in the exploration of such large islands as New

Britain, etc,, the ship was offered for sale in the

city of Rabaul,

During the time of repatriation of master and

crew to their homes, the sale of the 'France*, and the

establishment oi' a permanent base camp in the city of

Rabaul, some collecting was carried on in the vicinity

of this city.

During the month of March, 1932, collecting was

carried on from the ship using the area along the coast to

the south and west of the city of Rabaul, There some

forest land some grassland was encountered. Also to the

south and east of Rabaul a small amount of collecting was

done in the grasslands near the city. Because of the

dense population of natives near Rabaul and the abundance

of native gardens,which are used to supply the needs of

the residents of the place, only a limited number of

species could be taken. Collecting was difficult but

favorable ujider the circumstances. It is possible to

undertake thorough work in this area if one could locate
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their oamp some miles from Rabaul and work carefully in

the area.

Along the Y/ooded slopes of the volcanoes to

the north and west of the settlement, it is possible to

make extensive collections,

I make these statements in contradiction to

the collections made, as none of us at that time under-

stood the natives well, V7ere we to make a survey of

the Rabaul area at a later date I am sure results v/ould

have been much different. For instance, in September,

1933, a native brought to us an example of Habropteryx

insignis which he snared near his village. His place

of residence was a stone *s throw of Rabaul proper.
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Baining Valley

The center of the Gazelle peninsula, known

as the Central Bainings, may best be likened to the

hollow of a boY/1 or saucer. In general appearance it

is a fairly level plain country entirely surrounded by

mountains. Numerous rivers cross it in all directions

and all of them have cut deep valleys through the

terrain.

As a v/hole, the area is completely wooded,

v/ith the exception of Isolated patches of grassland, none

of them over two acres in extent, and small native garden

plots not over a few square rods in extent.

The natives are of tv/o distinct groups. One,

the Bainings, are nomadic and rather wild. The other,

the Taulil people, are an offshoot of the Blanche Bay

people. These latter are settled in their ways.

The Bainings have been assembled by the Govern-

ment at a village called Latromat and use this place as

a congregating center when the Government patrols make

their rounds. Most of the time the tribes live a wander-

ing life in the bush. They build no houses, only

lean-tos, and separate their gardens at great distances

from one another. It is probable that they migrate

many miles at a time from one garden plot to another.

No white man has ever succeeded in getting them

to work in any capacity other than clearing bush, prior
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to an agricultural undertaking. As indentured labor,

they are valueless as they will run away at the least

3.

provocation.

Being timid people, they are reluctant about

showing a white man through their country and will not

offer their services as carriers either.

The Taulil people, on the other hand, are

settled but they were of little use to the expedition as

their land does not extend toward the high mountains.

In ancient times the Bainings and the Taulil people were

at constant war with one another. At the present time

it is still unsafe for one people to cross over into the

other ^s land.

From May first until September fifteenth, 1932,

The »7hitney Expedition established a base camp at Latromat

and worked the surrounding country from these headquarters.

Repeated attempts were made to force a party

through the Baining mountains to the Wide Bay area. No

one progressed farther than the village cf Wunga, situated

at an elevation of 1800 feet and lying almost three days

march from the original objective,

I have called the Baining valley the greatest

hawk and owl country in the world. So it is. The

whole valley is prolific in bird life so that an excellent

series was brought together. Certain mountain forms, such

as Cxymnonhaps albertlsii , are known to occur in this area.

but unfortunately were not met v/ith during our stay
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Probably they visit these mountains at other times of

the year.

The Saining valley gave the expedition a good

ground work training for use later on in the campaign.

Though the natives were most reticent about helping

with the survey, they did keep it well supplied v;ith

foods at all times. 3ven some of the natives became

quite proficient in the use of firearms.



to leriJ^O X9ii^

^ ,aeo^ eiJ3

>3 et aoUibecxe e>tUt ^sIlBy jiflJtnisS bOF

i? locoes *11^ nX ng aedjal dmu io5 striniiestf tUrtow fcnyoia
' ' “ h

saXqXdil ifno<id tfxiooi^o^c iaogi siew Bev^ien eUF

lUiw I)ellqqjj8 iiew :ti qo«ai i>Jtb ,’<©VTtuc ©rf? ri^Xw

hnxio-d Qf^ts&a 9tiS lo 6aoa iieya »seeLtr 11b Sa cfjool

• onaeaTl'i lo oei; exl- at taetoltouq eJ-h/p

- . f- vt - J<- <
, ' ©

> ’• c^ ..

4

? .N
'

fc "T-.

^ *1' ' ^ <
’ 4’ •

/r

V" 4 -.^^

»-

>4
,

••
,

•» #T*

'.is!

f

,T' -''t

V' -
^

•'ia »

?> •
:*

‘
.

.

i . V t r<
t

-<1

V 4H

< . '''^Z

>•

.f







3

Nakanai Mountains

The term ’Nakanai’ is applied to the large

range of mountains running through New Britain which

extends from a parallel with the Willaumex peninsula

on the west to a parallel on the east, with the Makavo

River on the north coast of the Island and the Torlu

River on the south coast.

These mountains, of a new geological formation,

are rugged and broken by steep percipitous sides which

form deep valleys. In places they rise to an altitude of

over 6000 feet» For the most part they are wooded, ex-

cept where landslides have exposed the surface of the

earth. There are no grasslands anjortiere in these

mountains.

The natives of the mountains are still pretty

much in their original state. Only a limited number of

them have had contact with the white race. Large areas

of the country have never been visited by an outsider.

These people are good agriculturalists, build a fairly

presentable living abode on the ground, and have not yet

been subjesctad to clothing.

The Whitney Expedition landed at Bungula Bay

on the north coast on October 1, 1932 and departed again

December 6, A considerable portion of this time was

spent in the lowland and swamp area that surrounds

Bungula Bay, There a fairly good collection was brought
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together.

The month of November was spent in the

Nakanai Mountains where oollecting was carried on to

an elevation of 5000 feet. Although some mountain ornis

was encountered, the results were not nearly as satis-

factory as we originally anticipated.

The natives, though quite friendly after we

became adjusted to one another, were still "as wild as a

March hare" v/here reliability was concerned. V7e did

not dare permit them the use of firearms.

Early in October the v/riter penetrated through

the mountains as far as the village of Ti which lies one

days march past the central divide. 'Tiere the natives

resented his intrusion, forcing him to turn back to safer

ground.

Summing up the Nakanai campaign, i should say

that the natives are still a little too unsettled for an

expedition to make a thorough survey of the area.

For instance, late in October, 1934, a Govern-

ment patrol was badly shot up in this area. Just two

years after our visit
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Wide Bay

At the southeastern end of the Gazelle pen-

insula between Gape Arohway and Gape Gormoran an ex-

tensive inlet knovm as Wide Bay is found receding about

twenty miles in from the general coast line. At its

mouth the Bay is also about twenty miles across.

Bordering the bay to the westward one finds

the Timoipe fountains running parallel to the coast line

and rising to an elevation of 6000 feet. These

mountains have their beginning anywhere from five to

seven miles from the coast and rise abruptly to a uni-

form height of 3600 feet. Behind the first ridge they

continue on up to 6000 feet in isolated peaks.

At the deep end of the Bay and also following

along the eastern side, as v;ell, one finds the Baining

Mountains.

Between the Timoipes and Bainings one encounters

a narrow canyon-like valley. 7/ith the exception of this

break the whole Bay is surrounded by mountains of various

heights.

The Bainings behind V/ide Bay and some five to

six miles inland rise in a perpendicular manner to a flat

table-land of 2500 feet elevation. On the eastern side

of the Bay the mountains are much more irregular and rise

to an elevation of 4000 feet at their summit.

The Mavlo river, the largest in the area,
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empties in the Bay at the extreme end. The river and

its tributaries pass through a large i‘lat swampy area

at their mouth.

The iVhitney Expedition spent from December 17,

1932 to June 1, 1933 in the vicinity of V.'lde Bay. Col-

lecting stations were established at:

1. Tol Plantation.

2. Mouth of the Mavlo River.

3. Balayang, Baining Mountains.

4; Andamgi, ”

5. Karlip.

6. Timoipe Mountains.

Tol Plantation, the station of Mr. George Naess,

was used in the beginning as headquarters until we could

get well established; later, while efforts were made to

get into the Timoipe Mountains; and lastly, while we were

waiting for transportation back to Rabaul. Tol is

situated on a narrow flat neck of land jutting out into

the Bay. The plantation is all planted in cocoanuts.

Behind it one finds a large patch of grassland and beyond

this the typical virgin forest of the Island. There is

only one small village of endemic natives living in the

lowlands on this side of the bay and these are about

four miles distance from the plantation. A moderate bit

of collecting was done at Tol Plantation and consisted

chiefly in large series of hawks and Gollocalia.
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A number of years ago a lumber company es-

tablished headquarters about a hundred yards in from the

mouth of the Mavlo river* There a large saw mill was

erected and operations conducted from that point. More

recently the whole undertaking was abandoned as un-

profitable but the mill and other buildings were permitted

to remain. The mill itself was selected as a base camp

and collecting was carried on from this point at various

times. As stated elsewhere in the report, the whole

country around the river is low, flat, and marshy. Con-

siderable dense timber and secondary bush are found on

the more solid ground, while tall reeds and rushes grow

on the river banks and flooded areas. Here again there

are only a few natives. One village of Mengen people

live on the sea coast on the Timolpe side and one village

of Bainings live about three miles into the interior

from the saw mill.

Balayang village, situated on top of the Baining

plateau behind the Bay, was chosen as a mountain camp^

and collecting was carried on from there between January

28 and March 20, This plateau is as flat as the term

indicates and is only cut up by small streams that cross

it in a general direction of the ocean. Practically all

of this country is covered with a luxuriant growth of

virgin forest. Here and there one finds gardens of a

limited area or secondary bush where gardens have been

previously. There are no grasslands and no rugged
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rocky areas either.

The Bainings, like those we encountered in

the center of the Peninsula, are nomadic, shifty, dirty,

and timid. After we became acquainted with one another

the primitive ones became almost friendly. In time we

were supplied with all of the native foods we could use

and even trained a couple of boys into fair hunters*

Here at this camp we v/ere able to add new species and

records to the ornis of the Island.

The Timoipe Mountains, which were visited

from April 19 to May 12, are entirely devoid of natives.

In former days there were a considerable number of Mengen

people who made their homes in this area. At present

scarcely one hundred, which comprises the remnant of the

race, are scattered along the sea coast. They are all

in poor health and without any initiative of any sort.

But a short time will elapse before all of them are gone.

To make an encampment in the mountains it was

necessary to engage the indentured labor from Tol Planta-

tion to carry all camping effects into the interior.

Gamp was established at 3500 feet and hunting carried on

up and down the steep mountain sides from that point.

The mountain sides are all well wooded and in

places covered v/ith a dense undergro«»th as well. Very

few mountain streams are encountered except during hard

rains when the gulches become raging torrents. At
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Other times cane is pressed to find water an3rwhere.

All of the mountain area is wooded, ''[here

are no grasslands. Occasionally one finds rocky

promontories and quite frequently bare slopes which

have been made by land slides,

The ornis of the Timoipe Mountains is the

same as the Baining Mountains, Though I believe

Accipiter princeps is far more common in the former

locality.

Between March S5 and May 5 Mr, John James

visited Andamgi in the Baining Mountains east of Balayang,

He reports the native and conditions the same as those

found at Balayang.
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Usiwit River sg/
j

The Usiwit River, flowing out of the Saining

Mountains, empties into the ocean at a parallel with

Cape Lambert and the Talele Islands at the northwest

corner of the Gazelle peninsula.

Near the coast, the country through which the

river passes is low, flat, and, in many places, swampy.

A number of cocoanut plantations have been propagated on

the coast in the vicinity of this body of water. The

portion of the land not under cultivation is still in

its virgin state and consists of either dense meingrove

thickets or a heavy stand of tall virgin timber.

From three to five miles back from the sea

beach the Baining mountains rise rather abruptly to an

elevation, in places, of from 2500 to 3000 feet. The

mountains also are heavily wooded. I believe this

portion of New Britain is the oldest, geologically, of

any part of the Island.

It must be of another formation separate from

the others as no earthquakes or tremors are felt on this

bit of land. At no other place on the Island is this

phenomenon true.

In former times, probably, this area accomodated

a fairly large population of natives. One can find

scattered patches of nev/er timber v/hich would indicate

that these small spaces had been under cultivation at
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one time. At present there is only a very small

band of people clustered around a garden plot situated

about half way up the mountain side. These people

are nomadic like the rest of the Bainings, build no

houses, and are rarely seen by the white plantation

owners who live on the coast. Though I visited the

garden area, during my visit all of the natives ran

away and hid in the bush so that I was not afforded a

sight of them. Since so little is known of the habits

of the Baining people, it is possible that the ovmers of

the garden are only transients from another locality.

The iThitney Expedition visited the Usiwit

river country from July 13th to August 2nd, 1933 follow-

ing a rumor that a wattled cassowary inhabited that

region. During this time, the expedition lived on the

plantation of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Adams at Notremal.

During our stay here every day was spent in

the bush searching for sassowaries but only a half-grown

individual was obtained. No attempt was made to bring

together a series of the birds as our series of the

species of New Britain was practically complete at the

time. A few desirable species were collected, another

habitat of Monacella mulleriana was established, and the

habitat of Columba oallidiceps was discovered. The

latter appeared to be moderately common in that area.
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The Telele or Scilly Islands to the north-

ward of Cape Lambert lie approxlmatelj'- at the extreme

northwest corner of the Gazelle peninsula. They are

situated well within the barrier reef surrounding Gape

Lambert. They are a cluster of five low rocky and

sandy islets, situated upon loosely connected reefs,

surrounded by deep water. Three of the islands are

wooded and the other tv/o are barren. One of them, the

largest, reaches a height of sixty feet above high water

mark.

None of these islands are inhabited. They

are only visited periodically by natives from the main-

land v/ho go there to raid the sea bird rookeries and to

collect turtles eggs. There is no fresh water available

on any of these islands.

The three wooded islands contain a varied as-

sortment of tall trees and a rather dense growth of

shrubs and vines. The tv;o barren Islands support a

growth of short grass, Man o»war birds, noddy terns,

and possibly a stray gannet or tv^o roost and nest on

the wooded islands. Sterna dougalli and Sterna

sumatrana nest on the small barren islands.

On the larger wooded islands one finds a few

small passerine birds as well as the marine forms named.

The Whitney Expedition spent two days (July 27
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and 28, 1933) on these islands. The following species

were collected during this sojourn:

-

Fregata ariel 5

Accipiter novaehollandia dampieri 1

Sterna dougalli bangs! 2

Sterna sumatrana 3

Anous minutus 2

Monarcha cineresoens 2

Pachycephala pectoralis dahli 2

Myzomela sclateri 4
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Birds of New Britai

(IVith quantity of each shipraent froci
areas visited)

Gasuarius bennetti bennetti
{TLi^icol/n riihi’y'i

Puffinus leucoiaelas

Puffinus paoificus ohlorchynohus

Puffinus heinrothi

Phaeton rubrioauda

" lepturns

oula leuoogaster

" daotylatra

Phalaorooorax melanoleuous

Fregata minor peninsulae

'* ariel ariel

Butorides stria tus macrorhynohus

Demigretta sacra

^ Nyctioorax oaledonicus cancrl corns

Dupetor flavicollis nesophilus

Ixobrychns sinensis

Dendrocygna guttata

arcnata

Anas snperciliosa pelewensis

Aviceda subcristata bismarckii

Henicopernis longicauda infuscata

- Milvus migrans affinis
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